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Huntsville Gets CheDlicalWar
Plant; Cost Over $40,000,000
~otal~xpenditure~u~~~~~~~~~~~

~o Exceed $47,000,000 Redstone: Born InWar,
For Vast Establishment Grew Serving Nation

ALL PART OF HISTORY
Yet all of it is an interesting,

if not vital part of the installa
tion's history, a history that for
practical purposes began on July
3, 1941, the day fire engines
distributed the Huntsville Times
extra announcing the Army
would locate a $40,000,000 chemi.
cal warfare plant here. Well

(Continued on Page 2)

NEWS CAME BY
FIRE TRUCK

The big news came by fire
truck. Twenty five years ago
Huntsville residents snatched up
a Huntsville Times "EXTRA"
rushed through the community on
fire trucks and learned that the
U. S. Army was to be their neigh.
bor. That story, marking the birth
of a new era in North Alabama,
is reproduced on this page just as
it appeared on July 3, 1941. It
serves to introduce this 25th anni·
versary issue. This is not a defini
tive history, rather it is an attempt
to recall a proud chapter in a
continuing story, to evoke in words
and pictures the Arsenal's pre·
rocket days and, with the help of
veteran empluyees, to tell some·
thing of what it was like to work
at Huntsville Arsenal, Redstone
Ordnance Plant and the Gulf
Chemical Warfare Depot. If there
must be a reason for an anniver·
sary issue, Louis Sisco of the
T&RE Lab, number 21 on the
original payroll, summed it up
when he said: "We were proud
of our work in those days, thank·
ful to have the jobs we did, and
I still feel that way today," .

THANKS!
The Rocket was overwhelmed by

the response to its request for assist·
ance in preparing this 25th Anniver·
sary edition. "Oldtimers" were most
cooperative. Your help is appreciat.
ed. So many helped that there was
not room for all the stories. Next
week's Rocket will carry anniversary
stories which did not get in this week.

Some odd shaped buildings, signs warning of contaminated areas,
earth covered igloos with cattle grazing nearby, a scarred circular con
crete mat in the middle of a field .•• to the untrained eye not much
remains to remind today's daily working population of 25,000 men and
women of Redstone Arsenal's early years.

The bombs, the grenades, the artillery shells, are gone, together with
"Little Tokyo," Rommel's "Afrika Corps" veterans, the Fred Project;
Keller cars; "lilies," mustard gas; nine "E" flags and most of the people
who earned them for production excellence.

It takes some doing to find anyone
in this bustling nerve center of the
Army missile and rocket program
who can tell about the Gulf Chemical
Warfare Depot or the first year of
Huntsville Arsenal. Fewer still can
explain that most curious of occupa·
tional hazards "Phos Jaw" or know
why people who once worked at the
Arsenal walked the streets of Hunts
ville dyed bright red or yellow.

III
!

Long Awaited Announcement Made This Morning By War
Department; Site Will Be South Of City And Extending To
Tennessee River: About 30.(0) Acres Will Be Heeded

WASHINGTON. D. C .• July 3-The new chemical~-----",,==,.---,--===------
wallare plant 01 the War department. costing more!

than S40.000.000. will be located near Huntsville.

Alabama, is was officially announced this morn·

mg.
Announcement came through Congressman

John Sparkman. who. with Senator Lister Hill. haBI

been instrumental in securing the location of this!
plant near Huntsville. I

The olficial War department order reads: I
"The War departmenl announces today that,

plana have been completed for construction of the I'

new manufacluruing arsenal to produuce smoke rna·

terials and other che'!Ti~<l; Vltlrfare ~11\:f.r-~'!r. "', _\ ';' ;
•mililary establishment. ." ; I

"The plant will be localed near Huntsville. Ala-! I
llama. and will supplement production facilities of ~ I ' I
the Chemical Warfare Service. new carried on c:l i I <111):. ~lld ne'llen I" meet a 'mnll I'I""UII "f local cllIze".,":

~, 1'. ~(,l1t(,I' \\ RS not Coi".H1 c of the purpose or t.he 'ISIt.
Ibe plant at Edgewood. Maryland. I aILholll'h he nlll know SlImethllll' hilt ,,~, de\Olo\llnll.

i On Snnda)', JUlie II, elll. Cha..le, F.. Louck' a.nd."
"The coal of the project. including I(;"ihau "'Ilinee... camc he'l e and were sho\\ n o\"e.. IlInn IU

equipment. and engineering service the lIOulhweslem part of the counl)', exlendmg wesl of

IWhil..IJlII'1l' p.ke as far ....ound as T..iaua,. "
$41.293.000. I Thc,' retul1led to Washinll'ttlll the folloWlIl1( mOI'llInl(,

...... H '11 I' h I lAnd inmlediately p.'epAred and filed \\ .Ih Major Genera'
Ine untsvl e ocation was C Olen a ter an I DJZ"TRR'T c....'TS PLl:M-Rr'fl John Mp"IKmSl"l. Ilbo\'t. pl.)ed _ \\'ll1inm Porter chief of the Chemical \VRl'fare Service,

In•••tigation of aites in many dilf.rent atat.s. They n18jOl loll" in \h~ .dccUon 1)1 Hunt"vlllr ", thr I'lte" tOI thl nrw !"nd Col. \\~il1i~nl C. Enr!ish, .Ius aide, 8 2u-page l'epol't
• • •• chrnuC',,1 ...ltll.lt' pl.tnt. Jtt'p. z.,palkn,an lind &O.tOI Lhter Hili 11'eCOmmendmil the Htmt.s"llle sile.

were c011S1dered WIth the Ylewpoml .f tral1llportcl· h". h"n ~nlk,n. untl,'n.ly ..nco .. ,IV Jun- I. 'and lh. plant, I On the following week,!,nd. G~n. POI1e.. a~ld Col. Eng'·
tic IT' .. f . Ia I . lish ar. h'ed for A personBI mspedloll of the slle.

n aCI Ibes; proxmuty 0 malena or conatrucllon" . I loor "ed"1I ... Col Loucks on hil visit here Ipent some 51X 01' scvcn
and raw materiala lor later operation; availability 01 th.t. hllh prc."ta,a of ~...ra~,,,~ a ~aquJr WI i hour. lo:,kinlt' ov~r the country, He was conrteous in c\'ery

• .. , dr.wn from tho c_un,ly With,.•• rad;u. of 21 or 30, respect, but at the lame ti,me di,d not dl\"ulge to I~cal pel'- ,
e1ecirlC power and fuel, and relallve UlUnUnlty from Imilo.. Isons Ihe exact natu.r~ ~f Ill' b!JsmelS. . . ,
air allack in time of war." "Soma hou,in, f.eililia, ",ay hava to be cOI..lrudadI ' He and .the c.'\'lh~n elllt'llI.eer .wel'e elltlrely f.anlll~ar

I
d f h w ka.. " ~"Ilh lhe len·ltol·Y. haVillit' studied It from mBps plepaled

"The new arsenal will include chemical manu. to .eeo~..o .ta IOma 0 to.or.. by Ihe TVA and the Geodetic Survc)'. .
. , .• Ma,or Canol'.I Portor, ch..f of tho Ch.m,e.1 Warfare Approximately a dozen lites were under conMdera.

,Iactunng plants. plants for I_ding chellllCal ahOlla.

1

SerYiea. i" eommenli?~.on th. projecl t~.y. Kid: !lion at thai ,time, includmll' one Ileal' Memphis in West
a atorawe depol, laboratory. shops, office.. hoapitaia . "The.....w f.clhh., of th•. Ch.mlcal W~f.ra Ser., Tennellll.ee, Blrmmgham. T~sca200~aand Arkansas,

d h I . . d _\.: . Ylce to be Joc.ted .t H.."tnill., Ala., w,lI' Ir··lI'l .' . ' W h' ...
CUt ware ouaa or recelvmg an ....pplng. 'he d . 'h" I daf..... of the eou... Information l'ceewed by The Tlllles fl'OI1l as m••on

.. 'tr.n,t. n a" Improve. e ... ~..a . ~lales that there will oe two plants _ leparate and apa.r!,
More than 1.000.000 lIquare feet 01 floor apace try. It ,••"pectad th.t con.trueh... of the ".w ar..n.1 Wl1l, but adjacent. One will be the Chemical Warfare Sel"flce

will be required for the manufacturing operations., beli" a. _n a. co"traet. can Iaa awarded." plant, preparing, mix!n!!, .and loadlllg ingredients lilt.:>
"Th tr ct ltd t . th 30 000 Th. order fol' eoa .tructio" of th. aeeompanyinl .hells, while Ihe other Will be an 01'dnance plant, for

• a ae ec e con aU1S more aD • h '11 L __, $6000000 nd th t storalle alld CBre of the Ihells,
. ., ••. ordn pia,,!. t .t WI. eo.t a ......t .' ' , a a The chemical plant will cost $41,000,000, while the

ecre.. which wdl prOVIde GrJIple bwldinV lilt... as will be ted on th...te of the eh.....cal warfare plut, olh... Will cost $6.000.000
well as for a baM for railr_d yarcla and pouible haa not y.t com. tloroulh, ....t i. expect.d .hortly. It wal also reported from Washington that appl'Ox!,

, • • • • mately 5.000 men will be required to operale the plant,
expallSlon. The seleclion of Hnnts,dle as the sile f'I\' the ne" .md aPVl'Oximately the lame number of men for construc·

"It b bounded on the north by the Memphill andj ehemlcnr WA..ral'e plant "as not clltil'ely th. I~sult "of le- tion purposes.

W .. .;cent invc.:'>llJ..,xtlOn~, hut ~d\1AlIr s;rrew out of at VISit .te" . • • •.• '. •
aahin910n 1m. of the Southern Hallway System., Ih" a,ca SOIllC t"" years ,1l!O 1", Gellel:l1 Bal,c,". then c1l1e£. LocallOn (If the plallt here, IIlslead of It bemll' lclalll'

Th. N C and 5t L. railroad runs a . I Iof the Chenllenl \\'a, f.re ~c" II'C of Ihe War dCllartment, cd BI the plesent Edltewood, Ma,yland arsenal, was made
'" "pproXl'nale y I" ho II ,t' elell tllI'olll'h th" seC(lUII sllnp'" as ~I,·, Raker. lIeceMan' hy the faet tha~ the Maryland plant is n?t larllc

parallel to the eQatero boundary. The navigable Ten· I Hl.< ,j", 11110 (he al c., ".IS at Ihe spccial Im'italion enoull'h 10 mcet llrowilll( defellse needs. alld Ihal It cou!d
, th . . ,;1Ilfl frIlliest of CnllJ,Clc<;Mn,lll ~1'.lr"m.H1. Selwtn!" H1I1 and n"t be e':'PRnrlcd hecause the necessary land "as not a\a!l.

1I1IlIlIlle nv:,r on .8 soulh provldes an excollenl SIte 10ffh 'a Is of the T\' A, "00 I", Pi esc lice allri miSSIon in this ahle. Then, 1"0, il IS localed neal' the sea,coast and,s III

tor aevlIlopmenl 01 dock laciJilics. scd,"" .. a. hllo" II onh' I" tl"'Ill. , ShOlt range of Ihe large. c<~ICI:' of.population.
•<. " Se\('lAI f ..ctnl~ \\elC 1rt~.Pll llItn ltll1:"lrlr!'t\tlll1l b.\' th!.:' ..
Electnc powor WIll be available Irom the Ten. elll'lI1eel"o ""0 \\"1' o£I'0>lmclIl offiCial, '!' lecommendmll Consllucllon i. e~pecled 1<,1 get under W')" w~lhm len

110 ee Y II A th 't L I' I f the Hunt,,,"e :.,te fOI" the lIe" I'lalll. "Illch IS properly d8)' to t"o "eeh" and. accord mil to Wa,hmgtonmfOlma·
Il10 a lly u on y, argo Iioupp lea 0 IiO t coal descuh.d ••• chen1leal " .. ,fa,e ....n"l f'll' Ihe prepara. lion, willrequil'e from &IX month. to as~ar 10 complete.

, ere available from nearby mine,;, while fuel oil can t'OIl and ml~ing of lIlg,edJert3 and loadmg of chen"cal perhaps a year 10 complete, but at least SiX months to get
t.._ L L_ ,.hell,-, , mlo producllon. ,"
.... Ilent Dy Dargll up tho Tenner-lioo rIver. to,' one Ihing. th.,· wanten an mlanil ..te, fal' eno?l!h ~ contil!gent of office ... and enhsled men wl!1 be sent

"One or Ih~ mAny .dYAntAg~. "f Ih. Hunt' II I . f,olll the .eacoa31 10 affoul belter protechon flom pOSSible hel'~ lIllmedlately after condemnall?n proceedlllgs are
• . , . a , • 0<0 attack, imt.ated for the purpose of protectlllK the p"~perty to I

.~"..n II that mA~~".J for cOnJt~ud,~n. ~nd r.,:, ",.ter.al J\1l ;thUlIOfillfP of If\nrl. !itOmp :!1I.000 tn 3t).!)OO aerf'S prevent lou 01' deatrucUon of buddings and ph)'llcal ProP-I
_or m.nuf.durlnl, e." be ollt.II..d ....th,. relabv.I, .hort -l11nn th.1 could be oblained at reasonable prlces-was erty tsken ovel', .
..i.t....e.. J'equired, A conliderllble housing program will be necellary,

''Th. e1imat. i. h.althful and ..oderate te..peralure. Ava.lability of ri\"er t ..ansportalion was deisred. lhere· but details re,arding thi~ work ha\"e not been announce~,
'I h 10 L b)' makinl( il nece""al"" that the planl be located on 0" " ,Information re!l':rrdmg the number of houses an

"~Yal t 1'0111 OIIt t.e year. neal' a river. . . apal'lments available for immediate occupancy has been,
''TJ.e a,..".1 will be oper.ted under ,upervi.io" of JhJ{hwlI)' and railroad facililies al.." wel"e taken into preparea an~ sent"" Washington.. ~

th. c:bief of the C.......ic.1 Warfare s..rvice. Con.truc:tion, consideration. and a ncarby a!rport.. sll;lable foy the land· A meetma: was held lut weel< wllh l~cal real estate
..' h "II' I I f I 10 d ing of heavy planes was an .tem 1I1 the chOice of a SIte. deBlera. called 10 for the pU"p<>ae of aacertamlnll' how mB'!v

• Ie ~' I"YO Y~ ....p oym."t 0 lever. t. ~••" p.r· LaBt, but not le~sl, the moullts;" !"I1\I!!es of this \'Icin. apsrtments, house! and other bmldings would be avail-
-. ,:",11 be earr,ed out ..nder the IUperVIJIO" of the ity afforded additional pluteelion, which" 05 al",ther fac· able immediately for the personnel of Ihe f"'It force to ar·
QUartermasler Ge"er.I, Ito.' in the selection. " l'I\'e here•

..Lt. Col. Walt.r J. U" etheum ....... 0" duly at Ed,., " '" ' "' , Th~s ;nfOl'':llation W/IS obtained. /lnd .I,hololll'al~hs Ilf
I '. " . ll".... recent dC\'elnplllent" ,,,tlo l'den'III'" to Ihe fmal some 7., d" el II nit'll A"d /I),arlmenl honseo, t""cthc. "tlh

wood ArM:1Y1. M.aryland. hal>. been de~la:n.ted.•", h.~n .at-tlon t;li:uterl em JUllt' 7, \\ hen ....fUr$ ..\. ~(>llt{'r. industrial their location and the l'ental price, \\ ere mailed to '\'alh·
.fln.... , ,ertel-coli,,!: CWS rlu'Inr. th.. cons'rUth,'" p,erJ "d,rnt nf thf' N. e. .end ~, L, 1'.:lll\\';I.' , .iHhi:,ed GeOliC'': lIlJ(lon. .

uSe-H·r ..1 'h,·ur~.,d "",11 b,. rmr'~~'rd .'" ('per_tlon 01, M.-honfl.\ .. e\'I'l'f"~)(ipnt of Itlf' t 'hC:tlll1,~1' lIf (·omn1~l'rp. t1.1 ... t ' .. Lalld U~H)ll \\ hich lht! plant \\ III hE IOlatf~ "III. be ac..
tho new e.I.II...hment .. hel! ,ompleted. \I •••"pe,t.d]an Almy offl'e1' ..... l:omll1O; tu Hunl.\llle the {ollo"-III;;; qUlled b~' 'ondemnabon and b~" pmate no;;0I1aI1011O.
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There are two cardir.al sins from which all others spring: impatience
and laziness.

-Franz Kafka

REDSTONE'S FIRST-The larger view is the wa y the Redstone Ordnance Plant's first building
looked soon after completion in November, 1941. By 1946 some porches had been added, shown in the
upper left. Now it looks essentially the same with alterations to provide more office space, and is
the home of the Army Patent Center and other offices.

BE A SUCCESSFUL SECRETARY

Continuing To Get Things Done

DOWNTOWN
HUNTSVILLE

Phone 534-5681

SAFETY RECORD
Records indicate that eight

persons, seven civilians and
one commissioned officer, lost
their lives in accidents associat·
ed with manufacturing and
loading operations at Huntsville
Arsenal from the start of pro
duction through the end of the
war.

Redstone Arsenal, w h i c h
manufactured its first ammuni·
tion items in March, 1942, one
month after Huntsville, had but
one fatal accident in a similar
time period.

Persons familiar with the
hazards involved in the opera·
tions carried out at both arsen·
als claim the statistics are im
pressively low. Redstone, in
particular, established an out·
standing safl)ty record in com·
parisons made with other am·
munition manufacturing opera
tions conducted throughout the
United States which by the end
of the war involved more than
half a million people.

Redstone's accident rate de
clined steadily throughout the
war. Numerous safety awards
were earned, including a na
tional championship. It went to
production workers of Red·
stone's Line No. 2 who, on Feb·
ruary 6, 1945 set a mark of 1"
440,000 consecutive man hours
worked without a single lost
time accident. The Office, Chief
of Ordnance verified at the
time that this record was un
surpassed by any munitions
plant in the nation.

By the end of the war Redstone
Arsenal, the name changed in Feb·
ruary 1943, had earned five "E"
flags for projuction excellence,
Huntsville Arsenal had four.

Equal Employment Opportunity
is nothing new to veteran em·
ployees who were here during the
war. A substantial portion of the
work force were members of mi·
nority groups and women worked
side by side with men in almost
all the difficult and dangerous

(See REDSTONE on Page 3)

Also Sterchi Stores to Serve
You at Scottsboro and

Fayetteville

IT COSTS LESS
to

North Alabama's Largest Furniture Store

at

Furnish Your Home

of ceremony broke ground for
the installation he was to com
mand, Redstone 0 r dna nee
Plant. The present day Patton
Road run n i n g north-south
through the Arsenal was gen·
erally the boundary line be
tween Huntsville Arsenal and
its smaller ordnance neighbor,
Huntsville to the west, Red
stone to the east.
A third activity came into being

in early 1942. This was the Gulf
Chemical Warfare Depot, storage
facility for Huntsville Arsenal,
carved from the original Hunts
ville Arsenal acreage. Its primary
structures were storage igloos, and
hundreds of them remain today in
a new role as fallout shelters in
an area from Buxton Rd. extend
ing south to the Tennessee River.

The Arsenal history notes that
Col. Ditto and the prospective com
manding officer of the Gulf Depot
toured the site on a Sunday after
noon-the date is easily remem
bered: December 7, 1941.

CAUGHT WITH PLANKS DOWN
Coming of the war caughr

the loading plants here with
their planks down. Construc
tion had been rushed, but the
structures were not yet com
pleted. Officials at both activi·
ties were attempting to cope
with problems they never real·
ly solved: the most pressing
being creating from scratch a
well trained work force to per·
form extremely dangerous
tasks and pioneering the man·
ufacturing techniques to pro
duce-in previously undream·
ed of quantities-complex it·
ems of conventional and chem
ical munition:;.
You didn't hire people off the

street in North Alabama-or any
place else for that matter-skilled
in the jobs to be done here during
the war. You hired willing peo
ple and trained them on the job.
Those who were here then recall
that many of the workers were il
literate; they were called "Illies,"
in those days. They could not sign
their names, but they could and
did load ammunition, a lot of it.

REDSTONE
(Continued From Page 1)

--_.-----

down in the story was the
additional information that a
decision to loca'e a $6,00:),000
ordnance plant adjacent to the
chemical plant was expected
shortly.
The Army announcement set

, forth the reasons for the choice of
Huntsville over other competins
locations. The other lccations were
not named then, but they includ
ed: Florence and Tuscaloosa in
Alabama; Kansas City and St.
Louis, Missouri; Memphis, Toledo,
EI Dorado, Ark., and Charleston,
W. Va_

LOCATES TWO PLANTS
In selecting Huntsville for

the chemical plant - Hunts
ville Arsenal - the Army
automatically fixed the loca
tion of the ordnance plant 
originally named Redstone
Ordnance Plant, and later re
named Redstone Ars~nai. AI·
though operated by different

1

technical services, the two in
stallations had to be in close
proximity.

I

I Huntsville Arsenal manufactur
ed chemicals and loaded them in
bombs, grenades and shells Red-

I
stone Ordnance Plant manufadur
ed ammunition items including
the bursters for chemical shells
and bomb,; and assembled the
items loaded at Hunt3ville Arsenal
into complete r-Junds.

Many a ncwcomc:r to Redstone
IArsenal today expres:"es surpris2
I at the great distances that must

I
be travelled to get from one com
plex of bu;ldings to another. The

I
reawn becomes clear \vith the
knowlcd::;e that the operaLlon<; at
Huntsville Arsenal awl Rerlstone
Ordnance Plant v. ere inherently
dangerous. Much :and '.\ as needed
for safety zones, separation was
required hetwE'f'l1 individual opera
tions at both activities as well as
from the inhabited areas adjoining
the installations.
HUNTSVILLE ACQUIRES LAND

Land acquisition for Hunts
ville Arsenal, as a result, be·
ginning almost immeciiately
after the initial announce·
ment, involved more than ~O,

000 acres.
More than 300 individual tracts

of land, many of cnur3e held h;l
the same individual or family,
were involved in the initial acqui
sition. Place names used locally for
generations, Pond Beat. for ex
ample, disappeared forever. The
land acquisition Droceeded smooth
ly, but not vvithout problems. It
developed that the only clerr title
to one portion cf lar.d ,'-as an In
dian treaty signed in the early,
1800's. I

The first civil service employees I

were hired for Huntsville Arsenal j

on July 12, 1941; three of them: a'
janitor, a secretary and a mail;
clerk. 'Vhile initial construction!
proceeded on Huntsville Arsenal,:
the headquarter3 vperateJ for a,
time from the Huntsdlle ~ational '

IGuard Armory and later what was
I then Huntsville High School. Bv:
Imid-September, the first Com'- i

mander of Huntsville Arsenal, i

then Col. Rollo C. :citto and his
small staff were housed in the
first temporary buildings on the
installatlOl1, the cluster of fram?
structures at the intersection of
l\Iadison Pike and Patton Rd. still
in use today by the Civilian Per
sonnel Office.

BREAK RE~STONE GROUND
A month later, in October,

1941, then Maior Carroll D.
Hudson walked into a coiton
field, stuck a shovel into the
ground and with a minimum

Munitions Center and School.
"You couldn't sav I started to

work at the Arsenai beca'lse there
wasn't one back then. There were
about 15 of us who were Civil Ser
vice employees with the Corps of
Engineers and we worked in the
basketball gymnasium of a Hunts
ville High School."

Stewart said that in his first
job he was in charge of construc
tion equipment rentals, having ap
proximately 135 contractors who
leased equipment to the Govern
ment. There were timekeepers
recording time on the equipment
just as on personnel, and monthly
rentals ran as high as $275,000,
he said.

Stewart left Huntsville in 1943
when construction at the arsenals
began to catch up. He returned
to Redstone in 1961.

"A Mayflower Move Is A
Good Move"

Call 534-2445
WHITE-MAYFLOWER

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

MOVING • STORAGE

ENROLL FOR OUR SPACE AND ENGINEERING
SHORTHAND COURSE

Als/) Beginning and Refresher Courses in Shorthand
and Typing

Night Classes Day Classes

NEW CLASSES NOW FORMING

North Alabama College of Commerce
N~CC Building, 528 Madison St., Huntsville, Ala.

AccredIted by the Accrediting Commission for Business Schools,
Washington, D.C.

This edition of the Rocket observes the 25th Anni
versary of Army activities on what is now world famous
Redstone Arsenal. Emphasis has been placed on the be
ginning and the World War II years. This was done be
cause occomplisloments and circumstances of the missile
and rocket era of O\.lr history are better known to most of
us.

An official history prepared by the Historical Divi
sion of the Missile Command Administrative Office was
the prinCipal source of documented information. It was
invaluable. But, we elsa tried to make the edition a memo
rabilia of bits and pieces gathered from here and there
... items of human interest that do not always find their
way into official histories. Probing into memories was
fun. We hope our readers enjoy the comparisons and con
trasts as much as we did.

In all the information obtained, official and un
official, personnel making up the work force on these
acres of red cloy during the past 25 years seem to have at
least one trait in common. They tackled a job with de
termination and the impossible frequently become on ac
complishment.

With an untrained work force in the early days,
there were setbacks, mistakes and failures as there are
today and will be tomorrow as we plow through uncharted
scientific seas but the underlying message of the years
is one of mission accomplished, and with efficiency.

Throughout the years arsenal people, and we use the
word broadly, have thought of themselves as a team with
a goal to attain and have taken pride in what they are
doing as a team as well as individuals. During World War
II the War Deportment "E's" proudly flew to say that pro
duction quotas had been exceeded. Today Minuteman
flogs fly signifying better than 90 per cent participation
in U. S. Savings Bond purchases just as the "T" flogs
flew in the 40's to say that War Bond quotas were more
than met.

DOing more than was required has not been con
fined to the job. Peopie here have been leaders in solving
community problems and generous with their fellowmen
less fortunate than themeslves. And be it United Givers
Fund or Combined Federal Campaign, Army Distaff or
the Red Cross Bioodm:Jbile, our record is one of gaing
over the top.

Yes, Redst~;r,e peap! e seem to care. Long may they
continue.

Downtown Gym
Serves As Office

"I started to work here August
6, 1941," said Bruce Stewart. now
employed in the Property Division
of the U. S. Army Missile and



*

and as it became evident that
the Arsenal was headed for
standby status, Huntsville
Arsenal absorbed the neigh
boring Gulf Chemical Depot
-"Warfare" had earlier been
dropped from the title-in
January 1947. In the same
year there was a brief and
abortive attempt to manufac
ture automobiles on the in
stallation. The Keller Motors
Corporation, formerly Dixie
Motor Car Corporation, leased
a building on the post in
August 1947, to manufacture
automobiles. A few, probably
not more than three, cars
were actually hand built, but
the company went under. Late
that year the Army decided
that the Arsenal was surplus
to its needs and directed local
officials to prepare for deacti
vation.

Huntsville's ordnance neighbor,
Redstone Arsenal, had also fallen
on lean years. A post war work·
load of renovation of returned
ammunition supported a greatly

(See REDSTONE on Page 4)
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en boxes in which they had been
packed for shipment. A shortage
of lumber for civilian construc
tion created a lively demand for
the boxes which sold for 25 cents
each. The Arsenal history records
that many homes built in this
area soon after the war had floors
and side walls made of bomb con
tainers.

What to do with production
plants and land in the immediate
absence of a requirement to pro·
duce anything posed more of a
problem. By early 1946, the Chemi
cal Corps had authorized lease of
more than 5,000 acres in Hunts
ville Arsenal for agricultural use,
a practice that continues to this
day. It was also decided to lease
to private enterprise any facili
ties not immediately required
with suitable recapture clauses so
that the Army could regain pos
session if necessary.

INDUSTRY LEASES PLANTS
Plants for the production of

chlorine gas were among the
first leased to industry, anoth
er practice that continues in
effect. Other leases followed
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If you can't work then act as an employment agent for R.d·
stone "among your family - friends - Neighborsl W. must
00 all we can to help the arsenal tum out this vitally n••d.d
ammunition •• - our obligation to ourselves. and our fighting

brothers. husbands. fathers, sons and daughters.
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(or LM'~ b.", I ,,'''f V ,,'t I'••,. t'l'l:/ ,dlrl.. ,
p",.~II~n .. ~tnvlvlrd,

Thi" Adverlbemenl Paid For By A Group 01 Local Citizens And Concerns In Cool'eralio_n With Officials, At Redstone Arsenat-

Patriotic Citizens of Huntsville,
Madison County and Alabama, Not
Presently Employed In War Work
Are Called Upon To Apply For Work
At REDSTONE ARSENAL At Once!
. -
In Order To Avoid Delay lri Final
Victory· •• And Needless Loss
0/ American Lives • ••

':1" l

Recruiting,
Histories of Redstone and Huntsville Arsenals reveal almost con

stant personnel shortages during the World War II years. Below is a
copy of a full page ad run in The Huntsville Times, October 29, 1944,
expressing the desperate need for manpower.

* * * * * * * *

REDSTONE NEEDS --
LABORERS
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Mason Furniture Co.
115 CLINTON AVENUE

(Continued from, Page 2)

The Redstone Rocket

MASON FURNITURE co.

Its purpose was to investigate
various chemical combinations as
possible propellants for use in
the launching of JB-2 bombs, an
early design similar to the Ger·
man V-I Buzz Bomb. The project
was terminated in September 1945.

A lot of other things had been
terminated too by September 1945.
By the end of the war Huntsville
and Redstone arsenals had met
or surpassed every goal set, often
pioneering production techniques
later adopted elsewhere through·
out the Army establishment.
Huntsville had produced chemi
cal munitions valued at $134,589,
951. Redstone was shipping 20
freight car loads of munitions
each day. Then the war ended and
production stopped. There was an
immediate drop in personnel
strength.

PHASEDOWN FOLLOWS

The inevitable phasedown
followed quickly, but the
years after the war were not
quiet ones for those who re
mained. The smooth running
machine that had sent muni·
tions off production lines to
supply depots and ammuni·
tion dumps behind battle
lines throughout the world
ground to a halt, then revers
ed. Much of the munitions
came back to the point of
origin for demilitarization or
renovation and storage. Large
quantities of obsolete items
had to be destroyed to free
storage space.

I
, Thousands of obsolete incendi
ary bombs were burned by the

I
Gulf Chemical Warfare Depot. As
part of the process, the bombs

---------------------------:.:.had to be removed from the wood·

'and loaded at Huntsville Arsenal
had the dubious distinction ot
causing the most lost time acci
dents. Despite rigid safety mea-

loading and manufacturing opera- i s(ures there ~vere ~ccasional acci
tions. But there were never enough .lents. Slllce 6~S ~a:;. not. used dur-
hands to do the job mg the war, Ii IS HOlliC to note

. that there were more gas casual-
HIGH WAG.E DRAWS MANY ties at the Arsenal than on the
Const~uchon contractors of· manv battlefields throughout the

fered higher wages and had worid
many jobs. Whe~ construct~on WARNINGS STIL POSTED
work peaked durmg the spring . L
of 1942, there were more than Th~ co.ntamln~ted.. are. a
15000 contract con truction warning signs stl.1 vIsible In

w~rkers here 5 isolated sect.ons of the arsen·
. • al of today are a wartime

Huntsville Arsenal, by contrast, legacy. Minute quantities of
reached _a pea~ work force .of gelS were spilled during load.
abou~ 1;:>,000 III late 1943 while ing operations; eventually
workll1~ around the cloc~ to m~et equipment, floors, wa lis,
productiOn schedules. Nelghbor~n.g whole buildings became "hot"
Redstone h~d almost 4,300 ~Ivil from contamination and had
servants on ItS rolls w~en warttme to be destroyed.
employment peaked m January" .,
1945. Then as now, testmg operatlOlls

Elsewhere in today's issue is a were. carned out here, but the
reproduction of a typical employ- wartime .tests were proo.f tests of
rnent ad that appeared during the sam~le Items chosen from. p_ro
war in the Huntsville Times. Em- I duct IOn lots. The Army AViatIOn
ployment procedures were simpli-: s~cti?n of today can trace its be
fied to say the least. Applicants I gm.mngs to May 1~43 when three
were instructed to go to the em- offlce~s, three enlisted m~n a.nd
ployment office and say: "I want two al~pl~nes were moved ~n w~th
a job at Redstone." the .mlsslOn of proof testmg m-

EMPLOYEES CHANGE COLOR cendlary bombs. .
A 500 foot concrete bombmg

New employees then started mat south of Martin Rd near the
at $4:32 ~ day and if they had west boundary of the A;senal was
certain lobs th.ey faced the one target. Nearby stood "Little
prospect of !urnll1~ yellow or Tokyo," a simulated village of 50
~ed almost .'m~edlateIY, ,~om- frame shacks bordering three
Ing down With Phos Jawor, roads, which burned constantly
unless they were constantly on after receiving its daily quota of
~he alert, the chance of becom- direct hits from air dropped in-
Ing suddenly and permanently d"
dead. cen lanes.
Contrary to popular belief, LANDMARKS DISAPPEAR

Huntsville Arsenal's sale product "little Tokyo's" ashes have
was not gas, although there was long since blown away, and
a lot of it made and loaded here. with them have gone other
Chemical munitions included things also little remembered.
smoke loaded grenades, bombs Among them:
and artillery shells, white phos- -Prisoners of War-some say
phorous shells and incendiary as many as 700-most of them
bombs. veterans of the "Afrika Corps"

The first ammunition items pro- were confined on the installation
dlAced on the installation were after the campaigns in North
1\1-54 incendiary bombs which came Africa.
off the line on the last day of -The Redstone "Cavalry" - a
February 1942. It underlines the horse mounted guard force for a
hazards involved to add that the time patrolled the perimeter of
entire original incendiary plant Redstone Ordnance Plant on
which made them burned to the mounts borrowed from the Corps
ground a year later. of Engineers and Fort Royal, Vir-

DANGER CONSTANT ginia. Hay and corn to feed the
There was a constant dan- animals were grown and harvest-

ger involved in the smoke op. ed on the installation.
erations. Yellow smoke was I -The Farm - the Huntsville
particularly touchy. As many Arsenal Post Exchange operated
as 11 fires in two hours were a small truck garden and pig
reported. More colorful but raising project during 1943 and
less hazardous was the indeli- 1944 but the pigs and vegetables I
ble characteristic of the dye were an early cost effectivenes,
used in colored smoke. It casualty. The farm was discon-
would not wash out. People tinued when an audit showed it to I
who worked in these opera- be costing more than it made.
tions sometimes literally chan- STRANGE JOB
ged color, red, yellow, de· -The Spider Man-Red·
pending on what was being stone Ordnance Plant had an
loaded and stayed that way employee charged with res-
until the dye eventually wore ponsibility for killing, captur-
off. ing or removing black widow
"Phos Jaw" was an occupation- spiders which are said to have

al hazard of personnel in white infested buildings on the post.
phosphorous lines. The phosphor· -The Fred Project-probably
ous concentrated in tooth cavities. this installation's first contact
As a result, the phosphorous work- with the rocket business, the Fred
ers were bussed to a federal ac- Project, reason for its name un
tivity near Tullahoma periodically known, was established at Hunts
for tooth and jaw x-rays. ville Arsenal in January 1945 at

Gas, in many forms, produced I the request of the Army Air Corps.
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and technicians who joined them door, nothing went into the box
in 1949 and 1950 talked of some- cars to be shipped away. The old
thing new and strange, called "re- timers coined their own term for
search and development." The "R&D" ... they called it "Rest
newcomers seemed to be hard at and Dream."
work, hut it was puzzling to the The dream turned out to have
old timers. Nothing came out the J substance.

it""' ...............
,::..:k,.~;,:i..::.:;: :•.!:-...

QUICK'S BEAUTY SALON
117 Greene St. (Downtown) Phone 534-4551

GOODBYE COTTON FIELDS-Major Carroll D. Hudson digs into a cotton field to break ground for
the first building at the then Redstone Ordnance Plant, in October, 1941. He was the first Command
ing Officer and was promoted to colonel before leaving Redstone after World War II. When Redstone
became the Army's missile and rocket center, he returned to again sit in the C. O:s chair. As is evi
dent in the photo, Redstone was literally carved out of cotton fields and pastures. Now retired from
the Army, Col. and Mrs. Hudson reside at 1121 Nottingham Road, Newport Beach, Calif.

I'd to Redstone as home for the
new Ordnance Guided Missile Cen
ter. The move, involving 500 mili
tary personnel. 130 German scien
tists, 180 General Electric Co. per
sonnel and 120 civil service per
sonnel began in April 1930 and
was completed within six months.
Once at Redstone, the Ft. Bliss
operation lost its identity as a
separate activity and became one
of the principal organizational
units of Redstone Arsenal.

MISSILE PROJECTS
The hermes II and the Hermes

B-1 rocket and ramjet propelled'
missiles, were the principal pro
jects of the new Ordnance Guided
Missile Center. In a memo written i

May 17, 1950, Col. Carroll D. Hud
son, the Arsenal Commander, pre- .
dieted accurately, but with under-,
statement: i

"Future planning for the Ordn-'
ance Guided Missile Center in- I

cludes broadening the scope of its'
mission ... "

So rockets and missiles came to
Redstone and a new era beg;\l.
The old timers who saw it all re
call that the wartime Huntsville
Arsenal and Redstone Ordnance!
Plant people had some difficulty
adapting to the new mission. They.
were production people, accustom- !
I'd to seeing a finished product,

go out the door at the end of the It ~~~~~~~~~~~~::::~~:=~~~ Jday. 'I

The missile and rocket engineers I

I
ment-owned, contractor operated
plant, never materialized.

UNDER THIRD ARMY

At the time, command respon
sibility for both Redstone and
Huntsville Arsenal had been plac
ed under the Commanding Gene
ral, Third Army. Early in 1949, he
decided to deactivate Huntsville
Arsenal and turn the area and
responsibility for the remaining
activities there over to the Red
stone Arsenal command. Redstone
was reactivated on June 1, 1949,
as the Ordnance Rocket Center
and a month later assumed respon
sibility for all land and buildings
that had formerly comprised its
bigger neighbor, Huntsville Arsen
al, pending its closeout. About 450
civil servants transferred from
Huntsville Arsenal to Redstone
giving the new "rocket arsenal"
an initial civil service strength of
some 720 persons.

Also during 1949, two contrac
tors, Thiokol Chemical Corpora
tion and Rohm & Haas, complet
ed negotiations with the Army to
perform rocket propellant reo
search and development and be
gan moving into government-own
ed facilities at Redstone.

REACTIVATION PLANS
Original land plans for the reac

tivated Redstone Arsenal were to
retain the southern portion of
Huntsville Arsenal containing
needed storage facilities and sell
the northern portion (roughly the
entire area north of Buxton Rd.
and west of Patton Rd.). Before
these plans developed much be
yond the thinking stage, however,
Ordnance made another key deci
sion.

In the interest of economy and
efficiency, it was decided to re
locate the then Ordnance R&D
Division Sub-office (Rocket) at Ft.
Bliss, Texas, charged with re
search and development of guid
ed missiles, to Redstone by utiliz
ing facilities of the former Hunts
ville Arsenal. The Secretary of
the Army approved the plan on
October 28, 1949. This meant the
major portion of Huntsville Arsen
al would be permanently transferr-
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sonal service ••• ready cash to help you meet along-the
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a vacation ••• or any purpose.
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reduced work force. Civilian em
ployment had been about 3,000
at the end of July 1945, by De
cember it had dropped to 600 and
the trend continued down.

The work ended in February
1947 and Redstone went into
standby status with a permanent
force of approximately 225 people.

It seems likely now that Hunts
ville Arsenal would have been
shut down completely and sold
during 1948 or 1949 if the demi
litarization and decontamination
work could have been completed,
but with a greatly reduced work
force, those tasks took time. An
other saving factor were the leases
that had been negotiated for some
of the Arsenal buildings. The
leases required the arsenal to fur
nish utilities. Redstone Arsenal
also drew its electrical power from
Huntsville and was dependent up
on Huntsville's railroad network.

FOR SALE SIGNS
Still. during 194H and for part

of 1949, Huntsville Arsenal seem
ed destined for the auctioneer's
block. On at least three occasions,
there were announcements of im
pending sale. "For Sale" signs ac
tually hung on the fences for a
time, but a reprieve always came
and the sale was postponed. For
a short time in late 1948. the Air
Furce seemed interested in acquir
ing Huntsville Arsenal.

While the big Chemical Corps
aL,cnal's fate hung in the balance,
however, things were happening at
neighboring Redstone. During
1948, the Chief of Ordnance had
been cOllvinced by then Col. H. N.
Toftoy, Chief of the Ordnance
Rocket Branch, and his staff that
Ordnance rocket research and
development activities should be
centralized in a "rocket arsenal."
Largely at Toftoy's urging, Red
stone was designated as the site
iil November 1948. Another key
element of Toftoy's original plan,
to run the activity as a govern-



First Redstone Officer
Now Huntsville Resident
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On VJ Day, for instance, happy
Redstl'nites gathered around and
rang the old bell to celebrate vic
tory.

NO\i it seems to have disappear
ed.

WOMEN'S ROLE IN WAR-As manpower resources dwindled rapidly during World War II, Redstone
started employing many women to work on the ammunition lines, a practice unheard of bE:fore this
era. Here they load 88mm mortar shells which included putting in burster, fuze well cup and fuze.
The fin assembly was screwed on other end of shell. In fin assembly they put in ignition cartridge
and followed this with a primer, then the propellant charge was put on by wire clip outside the shell.

old chapel being razed during
W~ere's The Bell? construction of the Redstone Ord

nance Plant and hung on a cross
Anyone know what happened to bar across from the C.O.'s quar-

the o:d chapel bell? tel'S as the only remaining relic
It was rescued from a lOO-year- 1 of an earlier era.

July 6, 1966

Stevens says he first reported
in at a building just off Bob Wal
lace Ave. because there were no
Arsenal buildings in existence
then.

This Photographic Evidence Proves That

STAUFFER SYSTEM
CAN HELP YOU

TO GET DOWN TO THE CORRECT SIZE AND WEIGHT FOR YOUR
BONE STRUCTURE

Like many others who came to
one of the Arsenals, he married a
Hunts ville girl and stayed here
after the war was over.

I The first officer to report to:
Redstone Arsenal follmvin,S; the
arrival of the Commanding Officer
was Lt. William Stevens who is'

now a prominent.
Huntsville busi
nes~man and ci- I

vic leader.
"Remember,"

he ~aid, "Red-'
stone was way:
out in the coun
try in those days,
and we had vari-,
ous projects be

It. Wm. Stevens cause of our iso
lation. \~'e had a cooperative ef
fort raising chickens. As soon as
they were big enough to eat we
would all get together and have
a chicken barbecue. We also had
Victory gardens back of our quar
ters. Other than the struggle we
all ha'l to get Redstone going,
those are the main things I re
calL"

Films Boost Spirit
Of Ammo Workers

Brackeen Winner
Of First Award

AARON A. BRACKEEN

The first Emblem for Meritor
ious Civilian Service ever awarded
at Redstone went to Aaron A.
Brackeen in 1945. He is now em
ployed in the Missile Command
Quality and Reliability Office, and
first came to work in 1943. He
was an ammunition inspector in
the early days.

Because of the shortage of
metal, he did not receive a medal
with his Meritorious award - that
came 17 years later. His citation
was given in recognition of his
success in establishing a quality
control and standard sampling in
spection plan which increased the
quality of ammunition produced.
lIe was congratulated by the com
manding officer for his contribu
tion in bringing victory to the
Allied cause.

Brackeen left Redstone follow
ing the end of the war, then came
back when the Korean War start
ed, so his service now totals about
19 years. At one time he had the
distinction of being both chief of
the Inspection Division and the
Army inspector of Ordnance, the
only civilian at Redstone to ever
hold the latter post.

Hal Carpenter has various recol- I

lections of the early days. He said
one of his duties was to show
films to folks working on the am
munition lines to whip' up their
enthusiasm. The movies showed
war scenes and portrayed the need
for more ammunition.

There were areas where people
had to wear gas masks as a safety
precaution, but he knows of only
one person who was actually killed
in a gas incident.

Carpenter is now in the Mobili
zation and Emergency Operations
Planmng Activity under the Plans
Division of the Comptroller and
Director of Programs Office.

ENJOY "OK" USED CAR
SAVINGS

B-U-Y W-I-l-d
WARRANTED CONI<'IDENCE

HILL CHEVROLET CO.----------......._-
Television

Picture Tubes

BEFORE
weight 165 Ibs.

1\1rs. Sara Coak of Mastin Lake Road says:
"When I saw the Stauffer System advertising, I
said to myself, 'If it really works like they say

, it does, it's worth a try," so I picked up the
phone and arranged a figure analysis and cour
tesy treatment that very day. But even so, I was
very nervous and drove by the salon three times

'; before I got up enough courage to go in. But
i I needn't' have worried; the Stauffer people were

so understanding that I immediately felt full of
confidence. They acted like they knew they
could help me. In a matter of three months, I lost
50 pounds plus all the inches I needed to propor
tion my figure. To be precise. If you compare my
before-and-after pictures, you can see what a
difference this has made to me. I'm a new wo
man. So, is it any wonder that I am more relaxed
and that I have so much more self-confidence.
Wouldn't you be if your appearance had improved
100 per cent? I didn't tell anyone I was going
to Stauffer, but you can't keep Stauffer 'results'
a secret, Friends, family, even acquaintances
were quick to note the rapid change in my att
pearance, and they asked me what I was doing
to bring it about. I told them I was going to
Stauffer and that out of all things I had tried to
help me regain my figure, the Stauffer System
was the only one that worked!

AFTER
weight 115 Ibs.

Black-White Excluding
Bonded

$12.50
REDUCE QUICKLY & EASILY

-AT-
With Old Picture Tube

One-Year Guarantee

Used TVs Bought
,and Sold

SUNRAY
HALE'S TV

PICTURE TUBE CO.
2322 Clinton Ave. W.

PHONE 534-5821

Stauffer
System

STAUFFER ,SYSTEM
Ann Anderson and Sarah Mitchell

Oakwood Shopping Center

1h Mile West of Memorial Parkway at Oakwood Ave. and Pulaski Pike

Phone 536-9775
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THE FIRST WAR BOND-Mrs. Jo Smith, one of the first em·

ployees in the Finance Office which served both Redstone and

Huntsville Arsenals, purchased the first War Bond her office had

for sale. She is still in the same business, Finance, and now the

assistant chief, National Mission Accounting Division at the Mis

sile Command Finance and Accounting Center. She came to work
in September, 1941.
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WACs Work
For Ride

During world War II, lots of
WACs were assigned to Hunts- 1

ville and Redstone Arsenals.
One of the things the young

women Iik.ed to do was fly.
The pilots were willing to take
them for a spin, but there was
a fly in the ointment.

When they got back, the
pilots had a bucket and mop
ready on the runway. The girls
were not allowed to leave until
they cleaned up the plane.

._--------- ,

Gas Masks Destroy
Fancy Hair Styles

Women clerical workers on the:
chemical ammunition lines had i
some difficulties with their "hair i
do's" during the war. Everyone'
working in the lines areas was
required to have training in the
use of gas masks.

By the time they had put the
straps of the masks over their
heads to don the masks, then re-
moved them, the finest of hair:

I
btyles were in complete disarray.'

COL. CARROLL ~ HUDSON

rabies as they wandered around
populated areas in sick stupors.
Pets and children had to be
watchl!d, and workers were on the
alert.

The old home sites were still
surrou oded with flower gardens
most of the houses went when
the areas were cleared - but the
flowers kept blooming for several
years until they were finally over
whelmed by construction or the
wilds of nature.

When the part of Redstone
Arsenal that was originally the
Redstone Ordnance Plant first
went into business, there was a
barely passable road leading in to
the headquarters building, Col.
and lUI's. Carroll D. Hudson recall.

There were no sidewalks and
when it rained there was nothing
but a sea of red, sticky mud. The 1
officers and a few male civilians
would carry the girls up to the
steps piggy-back to keep them
from getting mud to their knees.

There had been no activity in
this area that even faintly resem·

,.;:,

bled military security work before
the Arsenals came, so men were '
hired and trained, in a few quick
lessons, to be guards - there
wasn't time for a prolonged
course. They patrolled the perime
ter of the Plant on horseback.

There was the time in the
earliest days when one guard ca~l-

ed to the Officer of the Day on
his inspection tour "Halt! Look
who's here!"

And another time in that area
wh ~n a guard called to an officer
who was in a car, "Dismount and
show your condense:-!"

Skunks and foxes romped freely
over the area that had so recently
been cotton fields, and the former
left the atmosphere a little bit
unsavory. (That still happens
here.) The foxes became a prob
lem when they were infected with

Girls Get Piggy-Back Ride
When Redstone Sea 0/ Mud:

•••

BANK FINANCING

GMAC TIME

PAYMENT PLAN

Fully equipped, including air con
ditioning. List $5501.13.

NOW $4454.68

It Costs Less Than You Think To
Drive The Finest Oldsmobile Of All!

COME SEE! COME SAVE!
We Have The Largest Selection of
OLDSMOBllES IN NORTH ALA.

Air Conditioned Cars
Ready for Immediate Delivery!

TORONADO
New One-of-A-Kind

LUXURY SPORTS CAR

88 SEDAN NOW $3,311.80
Fully equipped including Air Conditioning. List $4009.55

112 OLDSMOBILES TO BE SOLD AT
GIGANTIC SAVINGS

DURING 44 REMAINING SALE DAYS!
Step Out Front ... In A Rocket Action Car!

'\..f
"l\. '
.( ~,

98 TOWN SEDAN

OLDSMOBI LE 88 $3,0'54.40
Without Air Conditioner. Equipped with power steering, automatic,
power brakes, radio, heater, white tires. tinted glass, etc. List $3691.38

OLDSMOBilE F-85 COUPE
Without Air Conditioner. Equipped with automatic, radio, white tires,
tinted Windshield, etc. List $2740.08

Fully equipped, All power and
Air Conditioning.
List$4701.50

NOW $3,836.69

. . -

~loo

",~ ,,,''''' >v,

OLDSMOBILE WAGON NOW $3309.12 F-85 SEDAN _
Fully equipped including Air Conditioned. List $3839.16 Fully equipped Including Air Conditioned.

SALESMEN TO SERVE YOU: RALPH NORTHCUTT CHARLES LOCKHART, JOHNNY TURNER, GLENN WARREN,
KENNETH MERCER, TOM BECKHAM CHARLES BENTLEY

BANK FINANCING - GMAC TIME PAYMENT PLAN
Member First National Bank Charge Plan

NOW $3,026.32
List $3498.96

RUFUS HARGROVE,

CHARLES BENTLEY OLDSMOBILE, INC.
102 GREENE STREET (DOWNTOWN) PHONE 536-1534 - 536-1535
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saying as he walked backwards,
is for people to jump in if they
get any white phosporus on them!
About the time he said jump,
Booze said, the lieutenant fell in
the pit himself.

Booze, a native of Buchanan,
Va., is foreman over plumbers and
steamfitters, of the Post Engi
neers.

OurVolkswagen mechanics are the best around. They're
specially trained in exacting VW factory methods.
They're equipped with special VW tools and hoists
that help save you time and money.

More important, our mechanics know your VW
through and through. They don't have to keep up with
drastic model changes year after year. They're so
familiar with your VW they could repair it 11IIIIIIII11""""•

blindfolded.
Next time you talk with a VW owner ask

him about our VW Service. He'll tell you it's
as unusual as the VW itself. Or, better yet,
come in soon and see for yourself.

He puts your VW on aspecial pedestal

l. ,., __~ _

UNIVERSAL MOTORS, INC.
2305 NORTH PARKWAY 539-7454

ant, looking spic and span in his
dress uniform, was escorting a
group of officers from Washing
ton through "his plant" explaining
operations there. In the plant, a
pit had been dug and filled with
water for employees to jump in
in case they got white phosporus
on them.

"This pit," the lieutenant was

BILL COOK

Cook Took On More
T.han He Expected

r
!

~
.~
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OOPS! WE ALMOST LOST IT-When it looked like no one in the Army had any use for it, Hunts
ville Arsenal was briefly up for sale. Then the Army decided to take a se-::ond look at the former
Chemical Warfare installation, and took it off the market. The "For Sale" sign went up on July 1,
1949, and bids were supposed to be opened at the end of September, but before that clay, it became
evident the guided missile and rocket mission could use the land and buildings.

agreement with one of the em
ployees one day who worked on
the smoke pot line," Booze said.
The Colonel was really giving the
old boy a hard time."

At one point in the conversa
tion, the employee looked at the
colonel and said:

"Who are you anyway: The
mess sergeant? You got that chick
en on your shoulder!" The colonel
went out mumbling to himself,
Booze laughed.

Another time a young Lieuten-

~N• •••• ~.

.l....
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plosion and fire in which the only
people in the building injured
were the first ones out the doors.
They were trampled by the last
ones getting out of the building.

Foster is a native of Tuscaloosa.

Only AMess Hall
Was Here When
Booze Arrived

When Lester Booze came here I
in August 1941, there was no
arsenal.

"There was one small mes,;
hall," Booze remembers, "and
about five tent frames . . . that's
all that was here. We lived in
the tents for about two ye:lrs.
then moved into Building 3152
which was the first building."

"One of our first jobs was to
go around and give tenants living
here notice to move," said Booze
who came from Edgewood Arsenal
with the 222nd Military Police
Detachment.

"A lot of them had crops grow
ing and couldn't move right away.
So we gave them passes to get on
and off the post."

People today can't imagine some
of the conditions they saw then,
Booze said.

"Many of the tenants had houses
with sliding boards for windows
and a lot of them had dirt floors.
One particular house, which had
five rooms, had 16 people livin~

in it. In another house we visited,
which also had a dirt floor, the
people had a 55-gallon oil drum
with a pipe cut through the ceil
ing which was their stove."

When we told them they had to
move, many of the people said
they had nowhere to go, Booze
recalled. But it appeared to me
they didn't have anywhere to live
anyhow.

Later, Booze became a driver for
CoL Rollo C. Ditto who was pro
moted to Brigadier General and
became the first commanding of
ficer of the post. "He told me one
time that he came up through the
ranks, from Private to General,
without missing a single rank,"
Booze said.

Several of the early employees
were uneducated and knew noth
ing about military rank, Booze
chuckled.

"A colonel who was the safety
and security officer.," had a dis-

•

•
For

Home

Delivery

Phone

534-8464

We have the freshest, finest and tastiest dairy
products possible ... because we care about the
families we serve.

Meadow Gold Dairies

The Redstone Rocket

Summer's heat
got you down?
Perk up ... with
a thirst-quench
ing glass of cold
milk. Enjoy milk
often ... with
meals, for snacks.

MIKE FOSTER

Lip-Smacking Good
Ice Cold Milk!

Mike Foster, R&D, came to
the Arsenal in January 1942.

He was involved in the fire and
explosion which killed the first
Go ve r n men t employee at the
ArsenaL It was in April 1942 in
an old warehouse building in what
is now the School area, where they
were filling 4-pound thermite in
cendiary bombs.

The fire and explosion leveled
the building (60,000 fire bombs
went up) and killed a girl operat
ing a mixer, Easter Posey. Sev·

Mike Foster Remembers
Devastating Fire In '42

eral people were critically burned,
but Foster was not injured. About
150 people were working in th~

huildll1g.
'"The only thing that saved us

was the fact that the ten big doors
to the building were open and we
could get out in a hurry," says
Foster.

"The building was a blob of
molten metal in five minutes."

During this time, Foster was
working the 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. shift,
loading smoke grenades for the
invasion of North Africa. Each
night they would load between
2,500 and 3,000 grenades on a
boxcar, push the car out to Elko
Station, stop the Tennessean train,
and hook on the boxcar for the
trip to a port.

"You could tell the color of
smoke grenades we were running
out here by the color of the people
walking around downtown on the
streets." Foster says. "The dye
-yellow, red, violet, green-would
get on your skin and you had to
wear it off. It wouldn't wash off."

There were quite a few explo
sions at the Arsenal during this
time. Foster recalls one minor ex-

Bill Cook feels that he became
the Safety and Security Director
at Redstone Arsenal during World
War II by default.

He was the deputy director
when the director handling safety
transferred.

Men were scarce and Bill was on
the job. After several futile ads
expired without a nibble, Bill was
not only on the job: he was the
safety director and added security
to his responsibilities.

He's still handling the safety
. angle for the Explosives Division
i of the Army Missile Support Com
i mand. The types of chemicals and
i explo,;ives to be disposed of have
i changed, but the safety measures
i remain a way of life for Bill as

601 CLINTON AVE., W. HUNTSVILLE, ALA. I well as the men who dispose of

;......~~IIIII!IIIIIIII!.~I.II!II!'I..III!I!III!!!I!"!I'lI'!~~~~~..~~~~i i explosives. _~ I",L_,_.. -•.-.-.. -~~-_-..- •.-.:-..-.-.-,-'..-,-••-.-,,-..-.-.•-.-.-._-••--.-..,-..,-_-.-.-.,-.-.-._-..-.-.-...- •.-",-.-~.-~-~_":
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Horses (ame 10 Rescue
i

When Mud Gol Too Thick

A RUSH TO BUILD-Carpenters work like the proverbial beavers to complete one of the early build.
ings at Redstone. This is the front part of the building now occupied by the Post Engineer.

THEY KEPT THEM ROLLING-Men on an assembly line at Redstone run shells through putting in
the fuzes. The propellant and fuze were sometimes packed separately for the soldier in the field to
assemble, put on the propellant charge and then put in cannon.
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so they put planks on saw horses
to improvise desks, and they sat
on nail kegs. Jo brought a cushion
from home to make her keg a lit
tle more comfortable!

The only drinking water they
had was the old fashioned glass
bottle type of water fountains.
The only heat came from little
kerosene heaters, so they wore
their coats while working. Girls
weren't exactly fashion plates as
they had to wade through mud to
get to work so they wore their old
clothes.

Jo recalls that once the new I
permanent buildings were about
ready, the people in her office
were to be taken on tour to see I
them. They got into a station I
wagon and proceeded down Patton
Road, then under construction,
and got stuck. A team of horses
was summoned to pull them out.

Nevertheless, Jo says, there was
a fine spirit of patriotism and a
sense of urgency. She remembers
so well how she felt then, and
frequently feels the same way now.
"People were so grateful for their
jobs. They would work until 1
a.m., then come back in at 7 the
next morning. We never heard of
overtime pay in thOse days," she
said.

The first Finance Officer as
signed was a Col. Jones. Now, 17
Finance Officers later, her boss
is another Col. Jones.

The Redstone RocketPage 8
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EDITH PRICE

Edith Price
True Child
Of Redstone

Jo Smith, in Finance and Ac
counting, was one of the first
employees in the Finance Office
which served both Arsenals.

She says they moved into a
building that wasn't quite com
pleted and had no furniture in it,

"Over 30,000 Square Feet of Furniture on Display"

Our Experienced Salesmen Have Been With Us For Many Years ••• And Are Well

Qualified to Serve You.

CONVENIENT
TERMS
ARRANGED

•••

Try

LOOKINCi

106 Jefferson Street Downtown Huntsville
Phone 536-8508 or 536-8509

• You Can Pay Your Telephone Bills Here •

HALE BROTHERS

For A Good Place To Buy

Furniture?

HALE BROS. Furniture Co.
CHARGE
ACCOUNTS

INVITED
Dale Carnegie

Course
Huntsville Closses Now

Forming-Coli 536-9501
Presented By

leeder.hl Trelnl Services

Fusch Expected
Mustard Gas To
Turn Her Yellow

Elise Fusch, the Chief of Opera
ting Services in Finance and Ac
counting for the Army Missile
Command, came to work at Hunts
ville Arsenal-a greenhorn about
chemical warfare but skilled in
Personned work.

She saw people who worked
with the chemicals for colored
smoke bombs walking around with
skins varying in shades of purple,
blue and pink, toned by the in
dividual's pigmentation.

One day her office force was
invited to a demonstration in
which mustard gas was used. Elise .
in her naivete thought to herself,
"I'll bet that turns people yellow."

Disillusionment came when one
of the men in the party came in
contact with a drop of the gas
and developed a painfUl big blist
er.

Elise stayed with Civilian Per
sonnel until the Arsenal entered
the missile business. Then, shE:
transferred with James Lutz to the
Research and Development Divi
sion. When Lutz transferred from I
R&D to Finance and Accounting,
Elise went along as his secretary.

Edith Price, an employee of the
Nike-X Project Office, may not be
an oldtimer at Redstone as far as
the date she was employed here
is concerned but on another score
she has unquestioned qualifica
tions.

She was born here.
Edith's family lived on a farm

on the south po,rtion of the Arsen
al in the area of the igloos. When
her father, Lee Woodward, sold
his land to the Government to be
incorporated into the Arsenal, the
family moved north of Huntsville.

Edith is the only Army em·
ployee that the Rocket could veri
fy to have been born on land now
a part of Rerstone Arsenal. Jeff
D. Darwin, Small Business Advisor
to the Army Missile Command,
cannot quite make the claim but
his mother was. He and Edith are
cousins.



Wrecker Service
In case of an accident ask
for aur new wrecker. Cour
teous operator, reasonable
charges. Day Phone 539
6541, night 534-0776.

Hill Chevrolet
Company

Rest and Relax on your leave
See and do the things you've planned on your
leave with an HFC Traveloan. It'll provide
money for transportation, clothing and
equipment-everything from luggage to lodging.
When you return, you repay HFC conveniently.

Ask about credit life and disability insurance on loans at group rates

LOANS UP TO $300 LOANS UP TO $2000
-with up to 24 mos. to repay -with up to 30 mos. to repay

c.... MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS ea_ MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANSv.. _
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706 Heart of Huntsville Shopping elr.
PHONE: 539-4496
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and the first footlocker arrived
in my name before I was advised
the records were being shipped.
You can imagine my surprise
when I opened the box.

Again the town began to be
invaded, but this time, it was
evident that the new people
were looking for permanent
homes. So began the expan
siol'l of both Arsenal and town.
As I look out my office window

toward the giant test stands, I
remember-FROM CUTTU1'll TO
MISSILES.

BAKING, WARTIME STYLE-A lady employee at Redstone removes fuze adapters from the drying
oven. These were adapters for the M9 fuze in a chemical shell which had been filled with a mixture
of TNT and tetryl.

During the last two months
of operation, the Cafeteria
was closed and everyone
"brown bagged" it again.
With five (5) people left in
the Fiscal Office, we decided
to use a hot plate to warm
soup, etc., for lunch. This
worked fine until, tired of
soup, I decided to have Kraut
and Weiners. The CO sent me
a message complaining that
my office smelled like a Greek
Restaurant. Well, back to

I

brown bags.

:My office moved intact to Build
ing 7101 in June 1949-total em
ployment at Redstone Arsenal -
780. August 1949 brought the an
nouncement that the "Paper Clip"
Employees along with the Guided
Missile and Rocket Mission would
be transferred from Fort Bliss to
Redstone Arsenal. The fiscal re
cords covering the HERMES Mis
sile were all shipped from Fort
Bliss to me; somehow, along the
line, communications broke down,

':<~
,~ «
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BREN HOLCOME .•. New Staff Member

2120 SOUTH MEMORIAL PARKWAY

(Next to Miracle City-Directly Behind
Hardee's)

Harold Kilgore and Sarah
Tapscott, Managers

Brand New Frosting and Bleach Machine
- Only 15 Minutes for Frosting and
Bleaching. Only 10 Minutes for Color!
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$2389.42

CORRECTION

Phone

536-5613

HilL CHEVROLET COMPANY
Advertisement Appeared Erroneously In Last Week's

Redstone Rocket Should Have Read-

The Redstone Rocket

1966 Chevrolet Impala Sport Coupe
Model 16337

ELSIE T. HUGEL

By ELSIE T. HUGEL which occurred before the
It was early for so many people I steam plant was in operation.

to be "stirring" in our small town I remember buying two pairs
of some 10,000 people. Most of of galoshes, so that I would
the town folk were concerned that have a black pair and a brown
the Federal Government was tak- pair to match my coats, since
ing over a large tract of land at we worked in them all day-
the edge of town for something I certainly wanted my acces-
known as the "Bullet Plant" and sories to match!
that Huntsville was being invaded The Monday after Pearl Harbor, were late getting back from Atlan-
by many foreigners. I stood on stands out in my memory-as an tao Most of the personnel of the
"Sterchi's Corner" waiting for the armed guard walked up and first shift gathered in front of
bus-my big red and white badge down the halls all day. However; Building 7101 where they stayed
and brown paper bag served to in- after about a week of this the until we completed the distribu
dicate to everyone where I was guards were more nervous than tion of the payroll checks about
headed. It was October 1941 and we were, so they were stationed 10:?0 p.m. It was a frightening ex-
my first day of employment with at the entrances only. penence.
Kershaw Butler Engineers-one of As KBE; completed their con- I transferred to the Chemical
the co~tra,ctors building the Arsen- tract, I began my em~loyment with ICorps, Building 111, in October'
al. I dldn t fully understand what Redstone Arsenal III February 1944 where I remained until the
it was all about-but the buses 11943. This time working in the Huntsville Arsenal was deactivated
were certainly crowded these ~ays. Payroll Office where we machine in June 1949.

I worked in the Accounting posted the payroll, then forward-
Department of KBE for ap· ed it by car to Atlanta, Georgia,
proximately 18 months. Dur· where the checks were written,
i,ng this time, one of my most while the driver waited to return
memorable experiences was them to Huntsville. Once we had
the first freeze of the year, machine trouble and the checks

"I REMEMBER"
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HfilM MAKING

AT ITS
MARVELOUS'

.BEST!"

Now Showing

The Mall
Dial 536-5911

ALABAMA

"Huntsville's New

Luxu ry Theatre"
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;;; (.; ion. AUniversal Release LJ

part of World War II. A native
of Guin, Ala., he taught school for
three years in LaFayette, Ga., be
fore coming to work in Huntsville.
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be used to make a potent drink,
came pouring out. "I've seen
people catching the leaking alco
hol in about every kind of contain
er you can think of." he said. "One
man even used his hat to let it
drip in."

McDaniel said MP's on the
, gates occasionally would inspect

every car leaving the Arsenal in
the afternoon to see if they could
find any grain alcohol or other
contraband. "When this happened

,and long lines of traffic would
i back up," he said, "you could see
milk cans, fruit jars and vaCUl'm
bottles sitting all along the road.
The people just abandoned the
containers and their alcohol."

The persons who tried to sneak
the grain alcohol off post in the
radiator of his car were safe un
less traffic was bumper-to·bumper
with a lot of stops and starts, Mc
Daniel said. When this happened,
the alcohol would overheat in the
radiator and all the MP's had to
do was follow their noses to the
car and its guilty driver.

McDaniel has been here ever
since 1942 except for a short
hitch in the Navy during the later

"Huntsville's Finest"

LYRIC
THEATRE

TWO BEDROOM FURNISHED

ONE BEDROOM FURNISHED

Memorial Parkway N. ot Oakwood Ave.

Now Showing

Now Leasing • • •

New Luxury Apartments
ONE AND TWO BEDROOMS

"Furnished or Unfurnished"
ONE BEDROOM UNFURNISHED

$130.00

$155.00
TWO BEDROOM UNFURNISHED

$160.00

$190.00

Features ... Westinghouse kitchens, one
and two baths, walk-in closets, balcony
and patios, two swimming pools, water
furnished.

For Further Information:
MRS. LEE 536-8491

PHONE BY

10AM
FOR ACASH LOAN BEFORE

5PM
THE SAME DAY

CASH 25 MONTHLY
YOU GET PAYMENTS

$ 429.20 $ 20.00
751.12 35.00

1,084.45 50.00
1,528.89 70.00
2,500.00 113.70

21 MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

$ 46.00
72.00
82.00

111.92

CASH
YOU GET

$ 847.06
1,341.18
1,531.23
2,100.00

rT~AME~C~PUN---;~;~~~~~~~-----1
NAME AMT. WANTED _
ADDRESS PHONE
WIFE OR HUSBAND'S NAME ----
LIST 3 PLACES 1.
AND CITY 2.
WHERE YOU 3.

HAVE USED CREr:.ID:I~T:~4.:...-========~~:;;=====EMPLOYED BY _
ADDRESS PHONE _----,,--,--_

MILITARY PERSONNEL COMPLETE THIS INFORMATIONI
SERVICE NO. RANK
AGE __ BASE PAY AND ALLOWANCES MONTHLY ---
MY PRESENT MILITARY SERVICE OBLIGATION TERMINATES ---c::-:--

Date
LENGTH OF MILITARY SERVICE ~~-~_--_

Years

INSTANT VACATION CASH FOR
SERVICEMEN AND

BASE-EMPLOYED CIVILIANS

OR RUSH COUPON TOOAY GET YOUR CASH TOMORROW

Dale Carnegie
Course

Huntsville Classes Now
Forming-Call 536-9581

Presented By
leadefship Training Services

IAMERICAN PLA U i;Z:~\~. n .A.menca~ /JeperJdAble--------------------./AJ&11SeIVlCe

BORROW $301
$500 .. $1000

UP TO$2500

BAD NEWS FOR THE ENEMY-Two Redstone Arsenal workers load a box car with 81mm mortar
rounds in protective metal cans during 1945 when ammunition production was big business here.
All the soldier had to do was remove the shell from the packing case and drt1p it in his mortar. RED FACE DEPARTMENT

One nameless girl didn't exact-

T ff• pel dUD· Sh k d ly get all dressed up to come tora Ie Ie p urlng a e own ~:~~i~~h~9::m::: :::f:::::,e:h:

. . took off her top coat and found
make ethylene, an mgredlent of I s.he was wearing only her under-
the gas. garments.

Inv:uiably, according to McDan-
iel, leaks developed in the lines,
and the grain alcohol, which can

Pure grain alcohol had a part in alcohol was piped into the plants
the World War II effort at the Ar- where mustard gas was produced.
senal and tankcar after tankcar of There, the alcohol had a double
it came in here by rail during the use. It was used to cool coils in
early 40·s. Oddly enough some of the chemical reactors, and also to
it found its way back outside the

, military reservation in fruit jars,
milk cans, vacuum bottles and

, even radiators on automobiles..,
, I John L. McDaniel, who first
, came here in February 1942 with

the Army Chemical Corps and is
now technical director of the
Missile Command's Research and
Development Directorate, recalls
several incidents centered around
the alcohol.

From the tank cars, the grain

HUNTSVILLE: 207 Randolph Avenue, S. E. • •••••• 534-7333 No. Parkway at Oakwood Ave.
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RCA
WHIRLPOOL
APPLIANCES

with Vacation Cash
from MUTUAL
Boating ••• beaching ••• golfing ••• fishing .••
whatever you do, before you go, stop in and
see us. We can help you get the cash you need
for travel, clothes, luggage, car repair. Or may
be you'd rather relax at home, use the extra
cash to pay left-over bills. Main thing is for
you to live a little better this summer. See us
about your vacation loan today.

Live a
liillebeiter

FINANCE
(Loans up to $300)"

• Under State Supervision

INDUSTRIAL FINANCE
(Loans $301 and up) -. "'

106 South Side Square Phone: 536-8591
109 Holmes Ave., N.E Phona: 594-0611

IN DECATUR
121 East Moulton St. •• " ._•• Phone: EL 3-4413

RCA
VICTOR

TV

FREE e5ttmates for claims purposes on any daMaged elec.tronic item, bro1Jght to our
store. We will outfit your home with one item or any seledion of RCA Victor TV,
lterees, radios, tape recorders, or RCA Whldpoc,1 washers, d"yers, refrIgerators,
freezers, dishwashers, or air~conditioners.. No dowr\ payment necessary, 90 days 85
cash, or financing up to three years with first pa)iment not al'e for 45 days. All
ranks welcomer no exceptions. If you don't have cred,t E'stablisht;d, let us do it for
you. Every item is guaranteed to be the best in price, quality, and serv'ceability.
TV rentals also avaolable, Regardless of what you need, c,,"'e in and a,k for Chuck
Salvo (USA~Ret.), co·ownerr and let me be of assi!tance.

BANNER TV AND APPLIANCE
COMPANY INC.

501 NW l\Iemorial Parkway
uDirec:1ly Across From Miller's DisCOunt"

PHONE 539·3411
SALES & SERVICE

ATTENTION SERVICEME~"

Idinner plates-well not actually-< She supposed he later killed hisIbut they were huge," Teensie says. catches.

A FEW BOMBS-Here are stacked pallets of bombs in the Gulf Chemical Warfare Depot, originally
an element of Huntsville Arsenal as part of the installation's storage program. The Depot started in
1942, later became a separate adivity of the Chemical Corps. These bombs have no fuze assemblies
or fuzes as those were usually shipped in ,separate containers.

I No Dull Moments
In The Old Days

ANTIQUE
AUCTION

. ?
CalifornIa.

od connections to

D t 7 ·5'al1\ for
. 'Y' to Atlanta a . - 46 l'

Take Southern Atf\va S A creles arriving 12: pn,
J t to Los no' N' le

non-stop Delta e 0 San Francisco. II .

t 5 :37pnl for non-stop t C' rfornia. Connectlons
or a . . Atlanta to a \
other servIces flom 3 '')5pm and 5:37pl11.
for San Diego leave at S·- D $111.55; S.F. $119.55.

r.. . LA. or ..
,Minimum J (II es.
Add taX to Jares

SATURDAY, JULY 9th

6:30 P.M.
Joppa, Alabama

4 Miles from Arab on Highway 69

Appreciate Your Attendance

REDSTONE'S 1~46 FLAG POLE-Represented here are the awards
won by Redstone Arsenal during the war years. Note that the
Army.Navy "E" award was received five years in a row for out·
standing production efforts. Redstone also was the first in the
Southeast to fly a "Til banner from the Treasury Department for
having more than 90 percent of its employees investing 10 per
cent or more of their salary in War Bonds.

)

, VIVIAN HELTON/S ANTIQUES

Mrs. Burton Stroupe (Teen<ie),
who worked in the Redstone Com
manding Officer's office in the
very earliest days, says something
funny happened every week when
they were all pioneering together
to get the Arsenal started. She re-
calls a few here. :

The girls were permitted to:
wear slacks or riding breeches to !
work as the mud was so deep any i
dressy attire would have been ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~III!i'I~~~~
ruined. Many wore breeches and ~
riding boots, both men and wo
men.
. Contractors, civil service em
ployees and the military all
brought their lunches as there
were no cafeterias.

Two ladies found themselves
locked UD by the I\1P's one day. A
Chinese who was an American
citizen came down from Washing
ton to be assigned at Redstone,
and his mother and sister decided
to pay him a visit. 'Vhen they got
to the gate, the guards thought
they were Japanese and promptly
put them under lock and key. Of
course. they were later properly
identified and released.

""hen the if,loJs, warehomes
and ammunition lines were being
built, there was a mass infesta
tion of black widow spiders,
so a man was employed to catch
them. Teensie says she doesn't
know what his civil service title
was but everyone knew him simp-

,Iy as "the spider man:' He would
I collect the menacing insects in jars
i and bring them to headquarters.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I~'~'s~o~n~l~e~ofthem looked as big as



Benefit Horse Show
for Bubba Nash on Saturday, July 9, 7:30 P.M. at the
Hidden Valley Ranch,S Miles East on Hwy. 431, Turn
on Dug Hill Road.

This show is sponsored by the Hidden Valley Saddle
Club and all proceeds will go to Bubba Nash, who is in a
coma at Huntsville Hospital since the accident on June
12, when his horse fell on him. Trophies will be given
away for each closs FIRST thru FIFTH Place, local busi
nessmen are sponsoring the trophies. Admission $1.00 for
adults and SOc for children.

For Further Information Call

CASEY HARBAUGH 534-3147, WORK 877-5220
Drive Defensively!

A CAFETERIA AT LAST-The powder line girIS-3nd a few men-enjoy having a cafeteria at Red
stone in 1943 instead of "brown bagging" their lunches as they had to do for quite a while when the
Arsenal first started. They are clad in the regulation attire for working on the powder lines where
81 mm mortar shells were produced.

Spare That Tree
Ordered By Ditto

July 6, 1966

JIM BERRY

There was another problem of
sorts that still gives Berry a
chuckle.

People who worked in the
mustard gas division were requir- Brig. Gen. R. C. Ditto, the first I
ed to wear protective clothing.
When they left to go home after Huntsville Arsenal Commander,:

d k th d was an avid conservationist, espec· i
a ay's war, ey were suppose ially where trees were concerned. I
to t~ke a shower-as a safety pre- He would not permit any tree cut. i

caution. I ting unless absolutely necessary. i
"But it was a real problem try· . . i

ing to get some of them under a It IS saId that he went over t?e ,
shower," Berry laughed. "They ground where ~he Reds/one Offlc- '
weren't used to such things. Ap- ers OP.en ~ess IS now.and the old
pal'ently a lot of them believed er offIcers. qua~ters In. that area
that one bath a week was enough to mar~ ~Ith hIS heel Just where
for anYbody." the bmldmgs were to be located,

. all the while keeping an eye on
Berry is Chief of the Test Oper- where the trees were growmg.

ations Section, Static Test Branch,
of the Missile Command's Test
and Reliability Evaluation Labor
atory.
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Job Recruiters Cruise
Area With Loudspeakers

~4J""'i1"''''''"
Anyone who wanted a job could ~'

get one at the arsenal in those
days. Jim Berry recalls.

"They were hirjng anyone who
wa!lted work-farmers, hillbillies,
e\ en people who had little or no
formal schooling. Trucks with
loudspeakers were sent out, to
towns all around the Huntsville
area, asking people to apply for
jobs."

Berry, a native of Madison Coun
ty, started working here in Jan·
uary 1942 as a foreman in the
chemical plant. The populatlOn of
Huntsville must have been about
12.000 at that time, he said, and
"there were maybe 500 people
working at the chemical facility."

"Most of the first hiring en
masse was for openings in the
chemical plant. Many of the em·
ployees got their training right
on the job. When we had an
emergency of any kind-things
like a break in a gas line-a lot
of the people did one of two
things: they either walked off and
left the p,roblem as fast as they
could, or, they were apt to do the
wrong thing. But they learned."

Getting people to fill jobs was
only part of the problem; getting
to work was another big headache,
Berry said. Transportation was
hard to come by.

"Gasoline was rationed, so were
tires. Cars were almost impossible
to get. You had to make out with
any kind of buggy you were lucky
enough to have. Most of us joined
carpools but we never knew from
one day to the next if we would
make it to work. One man's car
would break down one day, some
body else's the next."

1966 BUICK
WIND-UP SALE

Many Colors and Models Left to Choose From • • • For the Best Buy Ever, Buy Buick!

ONLY

$
3
4
9
4

ONLY

$
3
4
9
4

During Our "Spring Patio Sale" You Can Buy This LeSabre Equipped With - • Automatic Transmission

• Power Steering • Power Brakes • Tinted Glass • Air Condition. And Many Others

For Only $3494.00
Vinyl or Custom Interior $50.00 Extra

511 Meridian North

MOTOR CAR
COMPANY, INC. 0 ~2~

Phone 539-1761



Payroll Worked
Night And Day

The present Huntsville Junior
High School is where Sara R. Als
paugh started to work for Hunts
ville Arsenal in September, 1941.
She was in payroll and they work
ed day and night, she said.

Page 13

JIM PATTERSON
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Lots Of Hard Work
Patterson Recalls

An equipment specialist in the
Supply and Maintenance Director
ate, Jim Patterson, was here with
the contractor when Huntsville Ar
senal was being built, went away
for 22 years of Army service, and
came back here in 1961.

He says they used old churches,
schools, barns and residences as
offices while they were building
the Arsenal. What does he recall
from those days? "Lots of hard
work," he said.SARA ALSPAUGH

Sara is a statistician in the Sup
ply and Maintenance Directorate,
and will have 25 years of Federal
Service completed next March.

She said that the thinking dur
ing the war was that Huntsville
Arsenal would be a permanent in
stallation because permanent type
buildings were going up there
while on Redstone the buildings
were all of temporary construc
tion.

When Huntsville Arsenal was
Her husband, now deceased, was deactivated, she went to work at

a civil engineer and laid out all the Army Chemical Center in
the main roads and railroad tracks IMaryland for a few months, then
for Huntsville Arsenal while work- heard that Redstone was opening
ing for the contractor. up, so came back here.

•••
WHEN YOU BUY YOUR

NEXT NEW CAR!

Head Directly to Your Nearest •••
Redstone Federal Credit Union

Office •••
And you wi II be pleased with

the low-cost interest
rate, just 8/10% per
month on the unpaid
balance

Borrower's insurance is af
forded eligible members at
no additional cost.

Ifs just a great deal at your Credit Union!

Shop/ choose/ and simply call us. We/II

be pleased to serve you.

REDSTONE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
a~~~cut£x~~

•
REDSTONE ARSENAL. ALABAMA

FOUR OFFICES SERVING YOU
MAIN OFFICE 877-5940
BUILDING 4200 . .__ 877-8678
PARKWAY CiTy 539-5172
THE MALL . ._.._._ _.._ 539-8865



WANT AD RATES-S2.50 minimum per weeklv !nsertion, covering first 25 words.
S cents per word for all over 25 words. Cash with copy, except ,-":here ?pen acco~nt
basis is previously established. 25c service charge added for c.redlt. Mad copy ,":"th
payment 10 Mrs. Vergie Rob,nson, P. O. 80x 346: Room 217 T,me. Bldg., Huntsville.
Deadline i. F,;day noon, betore Wedne.day publicaflon.

-------"-----
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A used Volkswagen
makes a flrst-rate

second car.

1965 VW 113 Sedan.
$1495.00

Once we've completely r&Con
dlt~oned It. Because then we
guara'1tee lOO~/o the repaIr or reo
placement of all major mechan,·
cal parts' fo' 30 d3VS or 1000
miles. So It makes a first-rate
fIrst car, t..::>o.
*eng.ne ""transmission
""' r~ar a)(i~ '":front axle assemblies
""'bra:'-e s",ste'11 ~ele(trfcal system

Sis,co Moves
Around, Tenant
House To Igloo

July 6 r 1966

Miscellaneous3.

196') Dodge 4-or. Sedan. $475" C.II S31e5-
man Unl'.Iersal N'3fOfs, he, 539-7454 1tc

For Rent

PANAMA CITY, FLA" Beach (0"age for r~nt.
call Rdf Vife,'de,l/ Route 0"2 G ..H'ltersv,l!e,
Ala. after 600 p m 582-5022 7-6·c

1.

1964 VW
113 Spdan

$1395.00

2305 No. Parkway

Phone 539-7454
OPEN 'TIL 8:00 P.M.

MONDAY-FRIDAY

1963 VW
113 Sedan
$1195.00

1962 VW
113 Sedan
$1095.00

1961 VW SEDAN
Excellent condition.

$995.00

A used
VW Karmann Ghfa.
Practically beautiful.

1963 VW

Camper

1962 VW GHIA
Hardtop coupe.

$1295.00

Universal
Motors,

Inc.

What's the use of a
used Volkswagen
Station Wagon?

.l..

1965 VW
Deluxe Station Wagon
6,000 miles. Same as
new.

A real sharp one. Fully
equipped, excellent
condition.

$1795.00

$1995.00

1961 VW
Station Wagon. Nice

$995.00

1960 VW
Station Wagon

$795.00

Corn.r Jordan Lan. & Gov.rnon Drive
PHONE 837-3882

Camping Time I.
Any Time at

MADISON TRAVEL
TRAILERS

North Alabama's largest &
only exclusive Travel Trailer
and Camper Dealer.

Sandhurst
PARK

$12,900

Glen Park
APARTMENTS

881-8178
Or 881-3065 After 5 P.M.

Professional
Services

536-9686
614 Madison St. - Suite 6

RESUME AND
FORM 57 TYPI NG

• Complete Secretarial Service
• Telephone Answering Service

The Loveliest Voices
In Huntsville

Furnillhed or Unfurnish6d
Lovely 2 bedroom, I i vi n g
room, kitchen and ceramic
tile bath, including air COfl

ditioning and TV outlet.
Convenient to schools, chur.
ches and shopping.

852-0131

Franchis. Dealer for
• NORRIS • SKAMPER

• Dream.r • LITTlE COLONEL &
HOLIDAY RAMBLER

Sales - Service - Rentals

Madison Travel
Trailers

3 bedroom, partial brick, fnclude. car
port, large storage, GE ove". ffllrrazo
floors, tile window sills. These new
homes being buill in Huntsvilies new
low-cost community planned for 500
homes. SWimming pool, r e ere a t Ion
grounds, and shoppIng cent.r, adioins
Gate 2 el the Arsenal. tfc

on
1964 AND 1965
MOBILE HOMES

Just come by our
big lot.

4707 Governors Dr. W.

Texas Mobile
Homes, Inc.

837-2740

ARE YOU BUYING OR SELLING?

MORTGAGE LOANS
CONVENTIONAL LOANS - MAXIMUM FHA & VA

MAXIMUM TERMS

W. B. Leedy and Company, Inc.
401 Lowell Dr. Suit.

Huntsville Alabama

Phone 539-3404

WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

$4.88
(With Thil Ad)

Reg. '$6.50 Value)
rut Service • Expert Wheel

Mechanic
All Work Fully GuarantHd

U. S. liRE SERVICE
Across From Butler High

DIAL 539-3482
Open 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
WANTED

We pay cash for good used fur
niture and appliances. See our
large selection of new and used
furniture. All at discount pric
es. Call us at 539-8113 or visit
us at our big new store 2505
University Dr., W.. H!l blocks
west of Parkway.

ACE DISCOUNT BARN
tfc

4. Mobile Homes

LAKEFRONT LOTS, Guntersville Lake, 1 acre
wooded v..aterfront, Beech Creek and
Brown Creek area, $ J500. and up, see
Tv Dorman Guntersviile 582-3654. Ifc

FOR SALE-1965 Parkwood Mobil~ Home, 2
bedrooms, tilt out living roo'll, full carpet.
Call 837·5781 after 8:00 pm 7-]3e

He says he has worked in every
kind of structure here except a
tent starting with an office in one
of the tenant houses on a planta
tion. Now he is underground in an
igloo. Sisco unloaded the first
shipment of high explosives that;

3 ROOMS o~ beautiful new fu,nitu'e. In
cluding sofa, chair, 3 tdbles, 2 lamps, 5
pc. d;nett~, dresser, chest and bed, only
$349.00. Also good used stove and refri
gerato~ FREE wI1h thiS group, fInancing
available J Ace DIscount F.;rn1ture, 2505
Uni"erSity Drive, 539-8113. tfc

NEW UHF CONVERTERS
$8.97

For
HOME LOANS
FARM LOANS

MONEY

$99
DOWN PAYMENT
This will Buy a Home of
Your Own. Come to our
big mobile home lot.

TEXAS
Mobile Homes

4707 GOV. DR., W.

GATES
Insurance Agency

303 Terry-Hutchenl Bldg.
Office Phone-534-0371
Home Phone-534-6308

MASSAGE·STEAM BATHS
STEAM ROOM-MASSAGS

EXPERIENCED MASSEUSE
& l\1ESSURE

9 Al\I-2 AM DAILY
534-9501

Reduced Rates for Servicemen
tfc

All: for details on the low-collt
long-term real estate lou plaDl
now avallable.
• Also All Typ.. of In.urence

RCA VICTOR RCA WlllRLPOOL
tic

STOVES FOR SALE~General Eleet"c, Ame"
can Range, used 2 mO'1ths, like rew; 9.35
range, 4 burr1er, see thru oven, gt)od can·
d'"on. good pr,ees. Call 85'1-2980.

---------, 5. Houses, Lots - Sale,
!--------------
IHOUSE FOR SALE BI Owner. 3 bedroom.
i n'ce lot $,70000 equity, payments approx.
; 580 OJ per mo. See aT 3216 Normandale
; Drive N W. It:
,--------------
i60 ACRE FARM FOR SALE-3 miles off Eva

highway, near Mt. VIew Baptist Church.
$12,000. 31 miles from Huntsville. See A.
l. Aldridge on farm. Ifc

GUNTERSVILLE LAKE

Buck Island area, 11/2 acre lot, large boat house r beautiful
house. All for just $16,000.

Union Grove-2 bedr·;)om frame house on one acre wood
ed lot locoted near Union Grove. $8,000.00 with all loans
available.

-SEE-

ED NEELY REAL ESTATE
Broad Street, Guntersville, Ala. 582-3914 or 582-3230

Signal Point area, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home. Large porch,
aluminum boot house, 290 feet shore line. Priced to sell.

Guntersviile-117' frontage located along Dunlap Ave
nue, zoned business. $13 r OOO.OO.

GuntersviHe-Waterfront lots and back lots located in
all sections.

>r
WOLRD'S LARGEST MOYfI

Local and long Distane. Moving
fREE ESTIMATES Phone S39-17~2

DECATUR TRANSFER A
STORAGE, INC.

2117 Holme. Av••, NW

HERTZ RENTAL
TRUCKS AVAILABLB

MOVe YOURSELF

Typewriters - Typewriters
Typewriters

SELL OR RENT
HundrE-ds of l'ypewrifen

ffiM - Royal - Remington
Underwood - Smitb.-Cor(ma

-ALSO-
Adding Machines - Calculators
Cash Registers & Check Writers

-Lowest Prices Ever-

HOUSE OF TYPEWRITERS
13011 So. Memorial Parkway

PHONE 881-5510

BOB PRITCHETT
Days 539-7454

Evenings 883-1283

HAVE A
MOBILE HOME?

"Move Where res
Cooll/

3/4 ACRE WOODED LOTS
-With All Utilities-

No Money Down
$32.00 MO.

OWN YOUR OWN LOT
Co11-

Alabama's largest s'tles and service dealer for
RCA TV & Stereo and RCA Whirlpool Appl'
ances. Our pnces are equal to or lower than
so called "dlscount or wholesale" prices.
Pnce~ then compare. We accept trade-Ins
Used TVs sold for $20 and up. We service2 Cars For Sale all makes and models. Picture lubes, 21 in.

• 190 degrees, $21.00 exehenge w,th I year
~..Jarantee. TV rentals by day, week or month.
1966 RCA models. Open 8 a.m. 10 9 p.m.

1963 Ford P,ckup Truck 3 speed, 6 eyl. long dally.
vlheel base. $995.00. Call S3Ie"ndn Un,- B TV & A I' C
versa I Motors, Inc. 539-7454. lie anner.. PP lance o.

501 No. Memorial Parkway
"Directly Across from l\1iller's

Discount Center" - Pho. 539-3411

FLORIDA VACATION RENTIIL--S'. Pete'sberg
Beach, Florida Across st"eet ~"')m safe,
attended beach. Shoppl(l] f3Cdlt'es and
many a,TIusement cerit~rS" n~drb'l. $40.00
per week. Phone 536-2020. 1tp

FOR RENT- TV's-1966 RCA portabie" all
channel, by day, \/Veek or l"1ol1th, phone
539-3411, 539-3412. 8At-lNi:R TV and
Appliance Co. 501 /;Iem Pkw,/_ N.W.
(Directly across f~Qm M lle-:; Discount (tr.;
Open 8 a.m. jo 9 p.m. tft
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Only $1.50 Week
No Money Down

Special Introductory Price

The Redstone Rocket

partment decided to acquire land II;ShCd the first Chemical Warfare
and locate a chemical warfare Service during World War II.
plant near Huntsville the Chemi- I However, a Chemical Warfare
cal Warfare Service first propos- SerVice training center was pro
ed Sibert Arsenal as the name of posed for Gadsden and the Sibert
the new installation. name was saved for it. Camp

The name was selected in hon- Sibert was a well-known World
or of Gen. William L. Sibert, a War II installation but was deac
native of Gadsden, Ala., who estab- tivated at the end of the war.

I I
NOW•••

I I

Cool Comfort Goes

High Style!

I

Stunning new styling! Dramatically durable
cabinet-won't rust ever! • Beautiful Duramold
cabinet has new outdoor eye-appeal. 4 Rotary
Air Directors. No expensive 230 volt wiring
needed-operates on 115 volts. Installs in
minutes-fits windows 20Y2" to 36" wide
• 5000 BTU/Hr. Cooling Capacity•

OUR NAME JUST
MISSED BEl NG
SIBERT ARSENAL

Sibe rt Arsenal, Ala., nerve cen
ter of the U.S. Army's miS3ile
and rocket program.

But for a quirk of history, this
might have been true.

Back ir. 1941 when the War De-

Electrical Servicemen
Used Material AI Hand
among the first employees engag
ed in the construction of Hunts
ville Arsenal in 1941.

Being an expert on electrical
service, he was hired to help pro
vide this service on post. The area
was wooded, with farms spread

l~

Are You Tired of Wait-

ing From 2 to 6 Months

to Have Your Eyes

Examined?

Are you tired of waiting 5 to 7 days

to have a broken lens duplicated?

James L. (Andy) Anderson was, carried a riding crop.

ANDY ANDERSON

across its expanse, and raw. Ma
terials at hand were utilized.

The first pole was set for the
l\IP gU:1rd gate. The men felled a
pine, stripped it and set up lights
for the military police-the first
soldiers assigned. The soldiers
didn't live in barracks, but in a
tent city. Their first semi-perman
ent structure was a messhall.

As roads were built, gravel from
a pit on post was used to surface
them. Andy remembers a Maj.
Beitweiser, the first military man
to be assigned because he always

2323 So. Memorial Parkway

"At Congress Inn"

Dial 539-2020 for Vision Quality service
wherever y.ou live

1963 Memorial Parkway

PHON E 539-9541

DUNNAVANTIS MALL

Now 2 Locations
to Serve You

Service Stores

DOWNTOWN
215 East Clinton

PHONE 534-7344

GOOD}fiEAR
~,~~
lM~~\

YOU'RE WORRY FREE
WHEN YOU BUY G·E

• CALL

HARTSFIELD OPTICAL
COMPANY

IF SO

Dr. John F. Hartsfield
Optometrist

At Hartsfield Optical, he will take care of
you at once.. No Waiting •• 2 to 4
Hour Service on broken lenses or new
glasses in most cases" Lab on Premises."

• Contact Lenses • Frames

• Outside Prescriptions Filled

Open Evenings By Appointment
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Serviced By
German

Technicians

GERMAN RECORDS
NOW AVAIlABlE

ONE FULL YEAR
GUARANTEE ON NEW

AND USED SETS

The Redstone Rocket

Telephone

536-9461

105 N. Washington

(Downtown)
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...............................,-!iG£:A~I\I,A-.AOIl~Sales And Service I
ill ...* j Guaranteed :
I.. ' 1 ,:L, : Repa iron '
~ ~ < «< German Radios,i L (;.IiNTI:R' TV's & Tape

Recorders

TAPING MACHINES-These women at Redstone are putting packing cases through a machine 10

tape them shut. Inside the cases they have the shells which have been loaded ready to fire. The

packing cases were put in boxes and shipped dir'~e~cf~ly~to~th~e~ba~t:tl~ef:je~l~d.~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Governors Drive

Barber Shop
OPEN 8 TO 8 - 6 DAYS
Regu la r Ha i rcuts - $1. 50
Children's Haircuts - $1.25
2901 GOVERNORS DRIVE

2 Blocks East of Butler High
Your Business Appreciated

MILLIE WILKINS

Now 3 Barbers to Serve You

WILKINS' AMONG
HUSBANDS, WIVES
INTRODUCED HERE

Throughout the years Redstone
has been a place where many men
met the girls they chose to team
\\ ; lh at the altar.

Among numerous husband and
"ifI' teams still with us are Mil·
lie and Stan Wilkins.

Millie, now Chief of the Con·
t:';:lCts Adminbtration Branch,
Purchasing and Contracting, is a
real oldtimcr. She started work at
Huntsville Arscnal in Au~ust of
1941 as a secretafY. Her first
Demodes: dust and mud!

In October, 1942 a youn6 2nd i
lieutenant, Sta'lley C. 'iY ilk ins, II

repDrted for duty He soon met.
Mtldred Stone and the two were;
married in April of 1943. I

Stan says his flrst a:,si~nment i
. bere had him copin:; '" ith trans- 'I

portation problems and as Chief
'of the Transportation Dh ision, I

Al\1SC, he is ~till copiu6 with:
them.


