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Volunteers of year get satisfaction from serving others

BY SKIP VAUGHN

Five people will receive Volunteer of the Year
awards for their voluntary efforts at Redstone
Arsenal.

The honorees include Ellie Lee, 1990-91 Volunteer
of the Year winner for community service involvement
(project or event); Leah Amato, winner for communi-
ty service involvement (agency or organization); Mary
Moreillon, winner for military community sustained
service; Brandon Parker, winner for Redstone Arsenal
military community sustained service; and Vicky Mar-
tin, winner for youth service involvement.

Redstone Arsenal Volunteer Recognition Luncheon
will be held April 22 at the Challenger NCO Club.
Registration begins at 11 a.m., and the luncheon at
11:30. This event is being held in conjunction with Na-
tional Volunteer Week, April 21-27.

““The five category winners will be honored at the
downtown Huntsville-Madison County Volunteer of
the Year ceremony held on the evening of 22 April at
the Trinity Methodist Church on Airport Road at 7
p.m.,”” said Sue Paddock, the installation volunteer
coordinator.

There were 12 nominees this year for Redstone
Arsenal volunteer awards. The other nominees includ-
ed Mary Beckwith, Dorothea Green, William Kerlin,
Florinda Lopez, Margaret McBrearty, Yvonne Quan-
tock and Fran Tyra.

LEE

Ellie Lee

Lee serves as coordinator for the Chaplains’ Family
Support Group for families of servicemembers
deployed for Operation Desert Storm. She recalls how
this volunteer effort began. ‘‘In August, the first peo-
ple that left Redstone Arsenal were from the 832nd
Ordnance Battalion which is my husband’s battalion.
During the first briefing with the families and soldiers
who were leaving the next day, I realized that the fami-
ly members were going to need support immediately,”’
Lee said.

She noticed that the wives remained silent during the
briefing, and suspected that they just didn’t want their
husbands’ or their husbands’ superiors to know the
anxiety they were feeling. She asked for five minutes
alone with the spouses, and the soldiers went out into
the hall. For about half an hour, the family members
opened up to her.

““Well I think the first thing that I said to them was I
couldn’t believe they didn’t have any questions and
weren’t scared about what was happening; and I told
them I understood their feelings and that I would be
" there to help them and that they weren’t going to be

left alone. And they talked and they had questions,”’
Lee recalled. Everyone in that closed session, including
Lee, cried or at least had tears in their eyes.

That night, as the people were leaving the briefing,
she told Chaplain (Capt.) Gary Bragg and Chaplain
(Maj.) David McLean that a family support group was
needed. They offered to help anyway they could. The
first meeting of the Chaplains’ Family Support Group
was held about four days later, on Monday night,
Aug. 13. Twelve family members attended. The group
continued to meet every other Monday night until the
war started, when it began meeting every Monday
night. The group held a special meeting on Jan. 16, the
night the air war started. Thirty families came to the
Post Chapel, and about 12 stayed the entire night.
Volunteers contacted each of the families on the
group’s roster which, at that time, consisted of about
70 families. Army Community Service provided
pillows and blankets for the families who spent the
night. The families had dinner there and watched
events develop on television.

“There’s now 178 families on the roster. Oh, this
thing grew. For a long time, this was the only support
group in Huntsville and the surrounding area. We had
people coming down from Tennessee; I had one girl
coming down from Cullman; from Scottsboro,
Hanceville, some other towns I can’t even think of,”’
Lee said. The group continues to meet Monday nights
at the Post Chapel.

Lee devoted from eight to 12 hours a day to the
group until late February when the war was won. The
work didn’t stop at 5 p.m. and it didn’t stop on
Fridays, but it was well worth the time, she said. *“I’ve
grown as an individual. And to be able to help a family
get something accomplished in a timely fashion, is
tremendously satisfying. And when you talk to a
distressed person on the phone for a few hours and can
listen; and when you hang up, to know they feel a little
bit better, I guess all the time and the effort is well
worth it. Because this whole thing is about caring and
it’s about sharing and helping each other.”

She is a native of Shippensburg, Pa., which is about
50 miles north of Gettysburg. Lee, 46, was the only
child of Edward and Geraldine Sears who now reside
in Maryland; her father is a retired pharmacist. She
met Brian Lee, then a young captain, in 1974 at Aber-
deen Proving Ground, Md., where he attended the ad-
vanced course. They were married on March 29, 1975
in Belton, Texas, which is near Fort Hood.

Lt. Col. Brian Lee became commander of the 73rd
Ordnance Battalion at Redstone in July 1989. When
the 73rd consolidated with the 832nd the following
year to form a single battalion, Lee took command of
the combined unit, the 832nd Ordnance Battalion. He
and his wife have two sons: Marc, 21, who is com-
pleting his associate degree in business at Calhoun
Community College and will be going to the University
of Baltimore in the fall; and Chris, 19, who also at-
tends Calhoun.

Ellie Lee’s plans for the family support group in-
clude working on reunion activities for the spouses and
their returning loved ones. This reunion will be a com-
bined effort with Army Community Service, the Men-
tal Health Clinic at Fox Army Community Hospital,
and the chaplains. Lee expects that the support group
will continue for quite sometime, serving the spouses
and their returning soldiers who both have changed
since the deployment. The spouses have become more
independent since they’ve been on their own, she said.

“I would like to thank everyone on Redstone
Arsenal and the Huntsville community for all of the
support that they have extended to me. There really
hasn’t been any of the agencies here on post that have
been difficult to work with, and they’ve all bent over
backwards to help anybody in every way. And [ par-
ticularly want to thank the chaplains at Post Chapel.
They’ve really been the backbone of the support
group,”” Lee said.

The Lees will be leaving Redstone in July for a new
assignment at Aberdeen Proving Ground. Lt. Col. Lee
is to report there July 15 as the OMMCS (Ordnance

Missile and Munitions Center and School) represen-
tative to the Office of Chief of Ordnance. He will be
handling missile and munitions issues for the Ord-
nance Corps for Brig. Gen. Johnnie Wilson, the chief
of ordnance.

‘““Now I have so many friends it’s going to be awful-
ly hard to leave,”” Ellie Lee said. ‘‘It’s going to be very
difficult to leave all those people I’ve gotten to work
with all this time and gotten to know so closely and in-
timately.”

AMATO

Leah Amato

Amato contributes her time to Army Community
Service, the Officers Wives Club and the American
Red Cross. At ACS she does the shopping and inven-
torying for the Army Emergency Relief food locker;
she also is chairman of the worldwide files which
means providing welcome packets for people coming
to Redstone or obtaiming information packets from
other installations for those departing. With the wives
club she serves as membership chairman, puts together
the newsletter, coordinates fund-raising events, and
helps collect and wrap Christmas gifts for senior
citizens. She represents the wives club on the Army
Communities of Excellence committee, the Service to
the Armed Forces committee which is under the Red
Cross, and as a delegate to the Family Symposium.
With the Red Cross she serves as chairman for youth
volunteers.

““I just feel that it’s important to be involved in your
community,”” Amato said. ‘‘Redstone is a nice place to
work and live. And I’ve always been a strong believer
if you’re going to critique the community that you’re
living in, you need to be an active participant.

“By my being involved in more than one agency, 1
tend to know what we’re doing in other agencies so we
have more of a community effort. To me that’s an im-
portant aspect,’’ she said.

Amato’s community service did not just start when
she arrived at Redstone in August 1988. Before arriv-
ing she served as an installation volunteer coordinator
in Germany.

A native of Connecticut, she taught home:
economics to senior high and junior high school
students from 1962-63 in Madison, Conn. She and her
husband, Col. James Amato, the Missile Command
chief of staff, were married on June 8, 1963. They
went to Germany that September; and she started
teaching kindergarten over there. ‘“And I loved the age
group. I’ve been doing kindergarten and first grade
ever since. Actually I’ve had just three years of first
grade teaching. The rest is kindergarten, which I
love,”” Amato said. She substitute teaches in her spare
time at Weatherly Elementary and Williams Elemen-
tary schools.

Her husband has always been supportive of her
community work, she said. ‘‘I don’t share my hus-
band’s work, because obviously I’m not a soldier, but
this is my way of sharing his life because we share the
people and the community.”’

She was previously here from 1968-75. ‘‘There used

(See Volunteers, cont’d on pages 4 and 5)
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Redstone stands to gain from base closures proposal

BY DAVE HARRIS
Redstone Arsenal will gain 1,884 civilian jobs and
major new missions — managing Army armament and
chemical functions and well as missiles and rockets —
if base closures and realignments proposed by the
Defense Department April 12 take effect.

The actions proposed by Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney must yet be approved by the newly-appointed
base closing commission, which can change them

before sending them to the president and Congress for
final OK.

Several months will elapse before final decisions are
made.

There will be major impact on the Army Materiel
Command and its elements if the closures and
realignments proposed by DOD go into effect.

At Redstone, AMC plans to create a new command
— the Army Missile, Armaments and Chemical Com-
mand (MACCOM) — by moving armament and
chemical functions and about 1,400 associated civilian
spaces from the Army Armaments, Munitions and
Chemical Command (AMCCOM) at Rock Island, IlI.,
to Redstone and merging them with MICOM.

Also, missile related fuze development and produc-
tion and about 250 associated civilian spaces will be
moved from Harry Diamond Labs in Adelphi, Md., to
the new command here.

In addition, AMC said it would move the Materiel
Readiness Support Activity at Lexington-Blue-Grass
Army Depot and the Logistics Control Activity at San
Francisco to Redstone, merge them, and establish a
separate activity reporting directly to HQ AMC.

About 230 civilian spaces would be moved here in that
action.

By law, all approved movements must begin two
years from the approval date and be completed in no
more than six years from the approval date.

The base closing commission has until July 1. to
review the DOD proposals, hold hearings and make
any changes before submitting its reccommendations to
the president. The president can accept the list within
15 days or send it back to the commission for rework.
If he does that, the commission has 30 days to present
him with a revised list. The president can accept or re-
ject the list. If he rejects it, all actions stop.

If the president sends a list to Congress, Congress
has 45 working days to accept or reject it in total. If
the Congress rejects the list, the president has the
power to veto the congressional action. Congress by a
two-thirds vote could override the veto.

(MAILBOXE

In appreciation

Editor:

The family of the late Charles ‘“Chuck’ Bennett
Hunter Jr., item manager in building 5687,
acknowledges with grateful appreciation your kind ex-
pressions of sympathy through prayers, visits, flowers,
cards, food, support, understanding, money and all
the other kind things that were done for us during the
loss of our loved one. God bless each and every one of
you individually as well as collectively.

Lavern Hunter and family

Anxious angler

Editor:

Can any of the fishermen in the greater Huntsville,
Redstone Arsenal area tell me why people who are not
familiar with this area are always running the fishing
tournaments in the area? More especially, the ones on
or connected with the Arsenal.

A bass tournament should be just that: a bass tour-
nament for any species of bass — i.e. largemouth,
smallmouth, and blackbass (which are few and far bet-
ween in this area). Why don’t we make it any species
of bass; set up the rules so that the fish must be 12 in-
ches long, any species of bass, have a seven-fish limit
and all fish must be weighed in alive and released.
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All the tournaments since I’ve been here have some
of the strangest rules I’ve ever heard of. Believe me
I’ve lived here all my life and fished from one end of
the state to the other. I grew up on the Tennessee River
in Muscle Shoals. I’ve done my share of every kind of
fishing the state has to offer.

So maybe the people setting up and running the
tournaments, or so-called tournaments, should go
through one of the organized bass clubs and see what
types of fish are native to what part of the state before
setting up a tournament.

How many people actually fishing in these tour-
naments know the difference im a blackbass,
largemouth or smallmouth or even what we refer to as
a bucketmouth bass? Not to put anyone down who
runs these tournaments but you really should get your
facts straight before setting up a tournament.

Comments are welcome.

' SFC Harold L. Bond

Veterans home

Editor:

I plead to you to please support the construction in
Huntsville of a new veterans’ facility for the elderly.
Presently there is one in Alexander City and
Tuscaloosa, Ala., requiring family members to drive
at least three hours one-way to visit loved ones. With
such a high density of retirees in the Huntsville area,
we are desperately in need of such a facility. Every
nursing home in the local area has a waiting list for
males to enter such facilities.

It is hoped that by using such VA facilities, we may
see in the future the construction of a VA Hospital and
military cemetery in the Huntsville area.

The Huntsville City Council will go to vote on this
issue in the very near future. Please voice your con-
cern.

Janeen H. Rosenberg
Education Center

Cyclists’ view

Editor:

I couldn’t help being surprised by Donald E.
Sweeney’s attitude in his recent letter entitled ‘‘Racing
Cyclists.”” Mr. Sweeney states that ‘‘he is aware of the
fact that... bicycle riders are considered the same as
automobiles in Alabama,’’ but goes on to show that he
clearly does not understand the implications of this.

May I suggest that Mr. Sweeney read . the Driving
Guide, available free at the Courthouse, that most
people (myself included) only read before taking a
driving test. However, to retain the privilege of being
able to drive in the state of Alabama, one should re-
main cognizant with its contents.

Had the two cyclists been ‘‘line-astern’’ instead of
“‘side-by-side’’ would Mr. Sweeney have passed them
without changing 'anes? His letter, and the act of
beeping the horn, suggests h2 would have. I would
hope that he would not pass an automobile in the same
manner — at least, not mine! Remember, they are,
and should have been, ‘‘considered the same as
automobiles.”

An experienced cyclist (both pedal aad motor) will
constantly adjust his fane position to take account of

road.and-weather.conditions. Aaything from potholss - -

to crosswinds, or inspection covers to animals, may
cause a cyclist to swerve within their lane. Contact bet-
ween a car and -a cycle may damage your paintwork,
but is certain to be more dangerous for the cyclist.
In summary Mr. Sweeney, it is you who was ‘‘rude
and inconsiderate’’ by trying to bully the cyclists into
letting you put their lives at risk. As a car driver, who
has had to adjust to driving on the wrong side of the
road, I agree the obscene gesture was over-the-top, but
it is surely better than having to take one of the
discourteous fellows to a hospital after causing an acci-
dent. We should all learn to show more consideration
for other road users and change the daily Grand Prix
into an orchestrated procession. Time is money — but
what does a human life cost?
Stephen W. Pearson

Early-out bill

Editor:

In the March 6th issue of the Rocket, there was a let-
ter to the editor giving rationale for and urging sup-
port for an incentivised early-out bill proposed by
Congresswoman Barbara Boxer.

The bill is scheduled to be introduced before the end
of April. The bili has been revised to address those
areas that were criticized in its original version. A sum-
mary of the bill, formally titled ‘‘Federal Employees
Retirement Incentive Act,”’ follows:

— Covers government agencies or facilities
undergoing reductions in force. (This was DOD, only,
in original.)

— Provides four years of credit for age or years of
federal service for the purpose of calculating the
employee’s retirement benefits. Age and service credit
can be combined as long as the total does not exceed
four years. (This was five years in original.)

— Sunsets after three years to allow Congress and
the Office of Personnel Management an opportunity
to evaluate its effectiveness.

— Requires agencies to reimburse the Civil Service
Retirement Fund for costs of the enhanced retirement
option over a 30-year period.

This bill is good for all: management — reduces tur-
moil of a RIF; youngest employees — reduces risk of
job loss; mid-level employees — opens career oppor-

tunities; and older employees — incentivised retire- -

ment.

If you have not contacted your congressman and
fellow federal employees to encourage their support,
now is the time to do so.

Henry Fail
Missile Logistics Center

Sign your letter

Letters will not be considered for publication in
the Redstone Rocket unless they are signed and
contain an address or phone number for the
writer. Names are withheld on request but unsign-
ed letters will not be used. Send letters to:
Redstone Rocket, AMSMI-IN.

e
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Cheney recommends closing 43 defense installations

WASHINGTON — Citing the need to adjust the
number of military bases as the size of the nation’s
armed forces is reduced, Defense Secretary Dick
Cheney April 12 recommended closing 43 U.S. defense
facilities and reducing or realigning the work forces at
28 others.

His proposals must be approved by the newly-
appointed base closing commission. If OK’d by the
commission, the proposals must next get the
president’s sanction and will take effect unless Con-
gress passes a law stopping them,

The commission began hearings this week to decide

whether to modify Cheney’s list or send it to Congress
mntact.

‘‘By 1995, the number of people in the U.S. military
will be about one-fourth smaller than it is today,”
Cheney said. ‘‘Smaller forces need fewer bases. It’s as
simple as that.”

DOD estimated it would cost $5.7 billion over six
years to close the bases. Savings in reduced operating
costs are estimated at $6.5 billion over the same
period. Beginning in fiscal 1998, DOD will save about
$1.7 billion a year in reduced operating costs.

Army installations and activities involved in the ac-
tion include:

. Cahf Fort Harrison, ‘Ind Fort Devens, Mass.;

* TO CLOSE: Fort McClellan, Ala.; Fort Chaffee,
Ark.; Fort Ord, Calif.; Sacramento Army Depot,
Fort
Dix, N J.; and Harry Dlamond Laboratory Research
Facility, Va.

* TO BE REALIGNED OR REDUCED: Fort
Detrick, Md.; Harry Diamond Laboratory, Md.;
Aviation Systems Command and Troop Support Com-
mand, Mo.; Rock Island Arsenal, Ill.; Fort Polk, La.;
Fort Monmouth N.J.; White Sands Missile Range,
N.M.; Letterkenny Army Depot, Pa.; Army Research
Instltute Va., and Fort Belvoir, Va.

Materiel command changing due to closures, realignments

WASHINGTON — Base closures and realignmerits
proposed by the Defense Departmem April 12 wili
cause major changes within the U.S. Army Materiel
Command.

Here is a summary of the AMC changes.

¢ An Industrial Operations Command {(IGC} will be
created at Rock Island Arsenal combining HQ
DESCOM and the ammunition and arsenais runctions
of AMCCOM. The {OC will manage and operate am-
munition planis, depots and Pine Bluff, Rock Island

and Watervliet Arsenals. Systems Iniegration Manage-

ment (SIMA)-East will move from Letterkenny o
Rock Istamt—

* A new command, Missile, Armaments and
Chemical Command (MACCOM), will be created at
Redstone Arsenal by moving armament and chemicai
functions now under AMCCOM from Rock Island to
Redstone and merge them with MICOM.

* AVSCOM and TROSCOM will merge in place and
become the Aviation/Troop Support Command with a
single NICP.

e The Materiel Readiness Support Activity at
Lexington-Blue Grass Army Depot and Logistics Con-
trol Activity in San Francisco will consolidate at
Redstone as a separate activity reporting to HQ AMC.

o The Combat Materiel Research Laboratory
(CMRL) will be created at Adelphi, Md., composed of
LABCOM activities already there and moving others
to Adelphi. Those moving include: Electronic
Technology Device Lab from Fort Monmouth; Bat-
tlefield Environmental Effects element of the At-
mospheric Science Lab from WSMR; Harry Diamond
Labs Woodbridge Research Facility; information mis-
sion area related research from Army Institute for
Research in Management Information, Communica-
tions and Computer Science at Georgia Tech and
Directed Energy and Sensors Basic and Applied
Research element of the Center for Night Vision and
Optics at Fort Belvoir.

@ Individuais (Chapter 7, 11 or 13)
@ Businesses (Chapter 7 or 11)
® Farmers (Chapter 12)

AND GENERAL LAW PRACTICE
303 Cain $St., Suite E 353-2115 (Decatur)
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SHARON S. DAY
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- made that the quality of logal. somcss tobe pnriormod is greater than the quality of legal services
“arformed by other lawyers.”’

COMPLETE BANKRUPTCY REPRESENTATION OF

* Aberdeen Proving Ground will be a secondary
CUMRL site, retain research for ballistics, model-
irg/simuiation/analysis, materials, life sciences and
zain research and expioratory development materials
dements from the Belvoir RD&E Center; the Army
*Aatertel Technology Lab (AMTL) from Watertown,
Mass.; the Army Research Institutc MANPRINT
function from Alexandria and the vulnerability assess-
ment functions from the Chemical RD&E Center,
tdgewood Arsenal.

» Sacramento Army Depot will close and its ground
communications electronic workload wili be transfer-
red to Tobyhanna, Anniston, Red River and Corpus
Christi Depots.

» Artillery and tactical vehicle rebuild will move
from Letterkenny o Red River and Tooele Depots
respectively.

» Tactical missile maintenance workload for all ser-
vices will be consolidated at Letterkenny including

work now being done at Anniston,
Sacramento and Tobyhanna Depots.

* A small portion of the AMTL will be added to the
Aviation Aerostructures Directorate at Hampton, Va.,
to form the Army Structures Directorate.

®» Ground vehicle propulsion basic and applied
rescarch elements from Warren, Mich., will be added
to the Aviation Propulsion Directorate in Cleveland,
Ohio, to form the Army Propulsion Directorate.

e Armament related fuze development and produc-
tion missions will move from Harry Diamond Labs (o
Picatinny Arsenal.

* Missile related fuze development and production
missions will move from Harry Diamond Labs 1o
Redstone Arsenal.

e CMRL will continue to operate a remote lab facili-
ty at WSMR. The major elements of the Vulnerability
Assessment Lab and the remaining part of the At-
mospheric Science Lab will remain at WSMR.

Red River,

Family symposium outbrief slated

The deputy post commander has scheduled a follow-
up briefing to hear updates on quality of life issues sur-
faced at the fourth annual Family Symposium held in
March,

Col. Joseph Mabry will listen to recommendations
and proposed actions presented by responsible staff
elements in the meeting set for 10 a.m. to noon Thurs-
day, May 2 at the Recreation Center, building 3711.
All family symposium delegates and interested
members of the community are encouraged to attend
to track progress on issues surfaced at the March 18
symposium.

“““After this meeting we will take the issues that need
to be followed up or tracked and comprise them into
the Family Action Plan,”’ said Sue Paddock, the

® [ ]
&34  Jimmie Sue
Electrologist
Have Baby Smooth Skin Again
e Hair Removed Safely and Permanently
e Face ¢ Neck ¢ Underarms e Legs
¢ Bikini Lines
Free Consultation
Call Jimmie Sue For Appointment
(205) 852-4606
Appointment available mornings, evenings, weekends

Redstone Arsenal family action plan manager at Army
Community Service. ‘‘But one of the main ingredients
to make the program a success is to keep the communi-
ty aware of progress. And we think this is a good way
to communicate to the community what the status is of
the issues that were presented.”’

Twenty-three staff elements will be represented at
the meeting. Some 85 issues were addressed by the
family symposium delegates in the following seven
areas: single soldier; transportation, finance and per-
sonnel; Post Exchange and Commissary; housing,
traffic and maintenance; morale, welfare and recrea-
tion; medical and dental; and youth, education and
employment. For more information about the upcom-
ing meeting or for answers to questions about the
family action plan, call Paddock 876-5397.

ALABAMA SHARPENING
SERVICE

Hwy 231 North, Morgan City

Open 1-6 Tues.-Fri. and 9-12 Sat.
(205) 498-5052
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Volunteers

(Cont’d from page 1)
to be a preschool here at Redstone that I taught at
from ‘68-72 until my son was born,”’ she recalled.

The Amatos have a son, Jeffrey, 19, a freshman and
Army ROTC cadet at the University of Connecticut;
and daughter, Leann, 15, a ninth grade student at
Westminster Christian Academy.

In her spare time Amato, 50, from Litchfield,
Conn., likes to cross-stitch, dabble in music by playing
the organ, read, do arts and crafts, and shop. She also
enjoys being a part of changes that result from com-
munity service.

““Because of ali the fund-cutting, there are no
monies,”’ she said, referring to the need for volunteers.
““Just because the money’s gone away doesn’t mean
the need for services has gone away. And therefore,
every agency needs help.”’

MARTIN

Vicky Martin
Martin serves as PTA president at the Academy for
Science and Foreign Language, one of the local
magnet schools which draw students from throughout

Jerry L. Hicks

Attorney At Law
Criminal
AGeneral Law Practice
Auto Accidents ¢ Wills
Personal Injury * Divorce
Bankruptcy ¢ Adoption
221 East Side Square

1Across From Courthouse.
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For your beautiful wedding, arranged
with ease, visit our Elegant Chape,
which seats up to 120 guests.

Our services include: Ceremony,
Reception Packages, Professional

539-6501 |

AUGCTION

J. NICHOLSON’S INC.
Jerry Nicholson Auctioneers S.L. 506

WE HAVE A NEW AIR CONDITIONED BUILDING
LOCATED ON HWY. 431 IN NEW HOPE, AL, NEXT
TO PIGGLY WIGGLY BEHIND NEW HOPE DRUG.

Saturday 7 p.m. — Miscellaneous
Tuesday 7 p.m. — Antiques, New & Used Furniture

__CASH DRAWING EACH NIGHT |
CALL 723-5145

We also have an Antique and Used Furniture Store in the same building
plus a Pawn Shop. Open 6 days. Also an Antique and Used Furniture
Store in Huntsville at 8211 Stephanie Drive, just off South Memorial
Parkway & Lily Flagg, next to Superior Cleaning.

Liawyer pertarming such services

Huntsville, This entails conducting the meetings for
the 29-member PTA board and the general body PTA
which has some 515 members, including parents and
teachers. She also attends the city board of education
meetings. Typically parent-teacher associations raise
funds to provide things for their schools and work
with teachers to provide programs for the young
students. Her school’s 492 students include about 42
military youngsters. A support group for youngsters
of deployed servicemembers, called the Operation
Red, White and Blue program, was started at the
school. ‘I think that was beneficial to the kids,”’ Mar-
tin said.

She was elected president last spring by the school’s
PTA and will serve in that capacity until school ends in
June.

“What I did this year wasn’t anything special. I’'m
honored to get this award but 1 know there’s a lot of
people who do volunteer work. | hope 1 just was
selected as a representative for them,”” Martin said.
She devotes at least 40 hours a week to her work as
PTA president at the Academy for Science and
Foreign Language where her son attends fifth grade.
The variety of tasks can include preparing a newsletter
some weekends.

“I get a lot of personal satisfaction,”” Martin said.
‘I enjoy working with the people a lot, the parents and
the teachers. The principals and I have a good working
relationship.”’

Martin, 41, who was raised in Kincaid, I11l., came to
Redstone in June 1989 from Columbus, Ga. From
1988-89 in Columbus, she had worked for pay as pro-
gram administrator in the continuing education
department at Columbus College and also did
volunteer work with her son’s school. Her husband is
Li. Col. Ben Martin, deputy commander for the
Readiness Group. Their son, Zachary, is 11. The Mar-
tins will be leaving in June for a new assignment in
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‘‘People Make The Difference’’

Approval In Minutes
BRIDGESTONE

Germany. Martin said her husband and son have beel
very supportive of her volunteer work. .

“I’ve always worked with kids; all my jobs have
been in some form or another with kids,”’ said Martin,
who received a bachelor’s degree in education from
Southern Illinois University in 1972. When she met her
husband in Germany, he was a lieutenant and she was
a recreation specialist for Department of Defense.
They were married in 1974, ““I’ve either volunteered or
worked every place we’ve been; the longest we’ve been
anywhere has been 23 months in 12 years,’’ she said.
When she has spare time, she enjoys playing tennis,
reading and writing.

Her past volunteer work has included coaching
youth soccer. She coached during the 1989-90 school
year at Redstone, and also for three years at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga.

Besides serving as PTA president Martin managed
to donate her time to teach a leadership course to sixt}
graders at the school as one of the minicourses
students can take during school hours. Students can
select one to three minicourses to take in addition to
their regular classes; they are not tested nor graded in
these enrichment classes.

“I wouldn’t have been as successful this year
without the cooperation of the teachers, the principals,
the parents and the PTA board members. It takes
everybody to do it; it’s not just one person. This
(volunteer) award is real nice but this award is really
for everybody who worked to make the program suc-
cessful this year,”” Martin said. ‘‘And the kids are a
joy. I'd almost do anything for the kids at that
school.”’

Mary Moreillon
Moreillon serves as president of the NCO Wives
Club whose main purpose is to raise money to benefit
various welfare activities in the community, ‘‘Right

NO MONEY DOWN

Buys 4 New Tires or
Wheels

2425 Jordan Lane
830-9330
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Photography, Music. Flowers, Invitations, DAYTON
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SPECIAL SAVINGS!
Bailey’s Home Furnishings is
helping celebrate 60 vears of
Serta sleep comfort
leadership. To commemorate
this anniversary, we're H
offering special savings on our  §
entire line of Serta mattresses
and boxsprings, including the
newest luxuriously
comfortable Serta Perfect
Sleeper® models.

Jerta

Serta Perfect Sleeper®
Diamond Ann-veraar) Model

s'l"o‘o $327

FULL, Ref $800 Set 3447
QUEEN, Ref. $950 Set 8547
KING, Ref. $1150 Se1 8617

ALSO FEATURED

Sertapedic® Luxury Firm
TWIN s

i SDAY

FULL, Ref 8650 Set 8347
QUEEN, Ref. 8800 Set 3447
KING, Ref. $1000 Set 8547

Serta Posture Firm

TWIN
Ref.
$300

EA. PC

FULL, Ref. $400 Set 8224
QUEEN, Ref. $500 Set 8297
KING, Ref. $700 Set 8397

DISCOVER WHY PEOPLE SAY

“I Want My Serta!”

'So Proudly

Store Hours:

883-5015

10300 Bailey Cove Rd.

10-8 Monday & Thursday
10-6 Tues.. Wed . Fri., Sal.

Creekside Corners Shopping Center

Home Furnlrshmgs




MOREILLON

now we'’re averaging about $12,000 a year for the com-
munity and that’s with a membership of about 35,”
said Moreillon, who has been contributing her time to
the NCO Wives Club for the past seven years. She first

srved as treasurer for two years, then as president the
next two years, then as vice president for a year, before
becoming president for this year and is a nominee once
again. Besides her volunteer service she works full time
at the American Red Cross as director of volunteer ser-
vices, working with more than 1,800 Red Cross
volunteers in Huntsville and Madison County. ‘“We
have the largest volunteer program in the county,’’ she
said, referring to the Red Cross.

She started out as a Red Cross volunteer in Germany
in 1981 and served in that capacity for three years.
Moreillon arrived here and served the next two years as
a Red Cross volunteer on post. The following year she
became a paid case worker with the Red Cross at
Redstone. After a year, she transferred downtown
where she has been a staff member for the Huntsville-
Madison County Red Cross the past four years.
Moreillon uses work leave to do some of her volunteer
work in the daytime. The NCO Wives’ work is mainly
in the evenings and on weekends, but some fund-
raisers such as the club’s Christmas giftwrapping at the
Post Exchange occurs during the day. That giftwrapp-
ing raises money for the NCO Wives’ annual scholar-
ships and merit awards to students in the military com-
munity. Moreillon also has assisted with Redstone’s
annual Family Symposium as a facilitator the past
three years. In 1989 she served as a facilitator with the
Department of Army’s Family Symposium in
Washington, D.C.

““I really enjoy volunteering. 1 have done it all my
life as a military spouse and once I went to work full
time, 1 found I still had a need to volunteer and the
NCO Wives Club is a way for me to do that,”
Moreillon said.

‘““There’s a lot of self-reward from helping others.
And I have always enjoyed being a part of my com-
munity. And I’ve also received help over the years and
I’d like to give something back,’’ she said.

Her volunteer service and her full-time job comple-
ment each other. With the Red Cross, she has a youth
clown troupe which is part of her job. Many times she
donates her personal time as a clown, particularly at
nursing homes.

Moreillon, 44, is a native of Jacksonville, IIl., which
is near Springfield. Her husband, George, is a sergeant
first class with C Company, 832nd Ordnance Bat-
talion. They came to Redstone seven years ago from
Butzbach, Germany. ‘I married George in *79 but I’ve
been a military spouse since ‘65 with not a very long
break,”” Moreillon said. She has three sons: Tod
Rynders, 27, Tom Rynders, 23, and Eric Rynders, 21.

Her term as NCO Wives Club president is from last
June 1 to May 31. The other officers include Linda
Johnson, vice president; Maryrose Ball, corresponding
secretary; Mary Parrish, treasurer; Beryl Cutts and
Judy Fredrich, board members; and Sandra Davis,
parliamentarian. Sandra Chen is honorary president,
and Minnie Clifton is honorary adviser.

“l just would like to encourage everybody to
volunteer,”” Moreillon said. ‘‘You get a lot more out
of it than you put into it.”’

PARKER
Brandon Parker

For about the past 15 years Brandon Parker, a

The j&wa[z 4, Ltd.

900 Bob Wallace Avenue
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The well-dressed woman wears
rings of color, to compliment her
eyes, her skin, her clothes.
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RODNEY A. STEPHENS

534-6175

EQUAL NOUSING.
OPPORTUNITY

TIME TO WAIT!

REFINANCE YOUR HOME NOW!
BOTH NEW CONSTRUCTION OR EXISTING HOMES

9.5%

O% Discount - 30 Year Fixed

LOANS OVER $50,000
2nd Mortgage Rates Begin at 11.45%
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2607 Leeman Ferry Road, Suite 10
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

1-800-239-1195 / 539-0707
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retired colonel, has been a member of the Redstone
Military Retiree Advisory Council and the Post Chapel
Consolidated Fund Council. He has also served in
various capacities in the Huntsville Chapter of The
Retired Officers Association. For 15 years Parker has
been a member of various committees on post. He
serves as the retiree representative on the board at Fox
Army Community Hospital. He continues to work
closely with the Redstone retired services officer, Lew
Spencer, and the chairman of the retiree advisory
council, Robert L. Moore. Retiree Activity Day, held
each September, is among the retiree council’s projects
which Parker helps with. Through the years he has
also helped the survivor assistance officer with funeral
arrangements, primarily for military retirees.

““I think with the fact that I served such a long
tenure in the United States military, I think that we
should use our experience and give something back to
the military community,”” Parker said, describing the
importance of volunteer service to this community.

His personal reasons for volunteering go back to his
childhood. He is from a large family — one of 17
children — and the siblings had to help one another.
This carried over to his 36-year military career in
which he served primarily in the infantry, beginning
with two and a half years as an enlisted soldier before
commissioned” ‘“When you’re in the infantry you
become very close to your men; you help them to
where they can help you,”’ Parker said. When he
retired in 1979, he stayed active in the military retiree
community.

“1 think the military community -~ active and
retired — needs to give back to the military communi-
ty. It’s a payback. One way we’re giving back is to help
other people. And one of the critical areas is where you
have widows and widowers; you need to step in and
help them get on with their life,”” Parker said. ‘“‘My
primary commitment is to help widows and widowers
to get back in a new life.”

Parker, 68, found himself in the same circumstance
in May 1990 when his wife, Mary, died after a brief il-
Iness. “‘It just helps a lot when your friends and others
help you through a very devastating period in your
life. And I’ll continue to help other people that have
gone through a very devastating period,’’ he said.

He was the 16th of 17 children — seven boys and 10
girls — of William and Margaret Parker of Anniston,
Ala. Five boys and one girl served in the military in
World War 11. His oldest brother, Maj. Gen. James
Parker, was a pilot who commanded the 20th Air
Force; James died at 49 when his B-17 crashed in 1946
on Formosa. James was ‘‘the first general officer to

(See Volunteers, cont’d on page 16)
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