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Historical Office web sife
full muftimedia experience

By BANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@ huimes.com

It's hard to believe that only seven
years ago creating a web gile was a new
idea — one the Army didn’t really like.
That didn’t stop \be Historical Office from
charging ahead and creating what is now
considered one of the premier historical
web sites in Lhe country.

“I remember when I discovered the
Intemnet,” Claus Martel, AMCOM historian
and web master for the Historical Office,
said. "“Our office was using PCs — 286s,
386s — and we had a little S-inch black
and white screen Macintosh we used for e-
mail. That's when 1 realized the Internet
was out there but it was archaic looking. I
found one Army sile at Fort Leavenworth
{Mo.) and all it had was a list of who

See History on page 5

Purple Heart awarded
in surprise ceremony

By BANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sanrdyr@htimes.com

If you knew Virginia Crislip, you’d
know how hard it was for her to keep a
secret, especially in her small town of
Grant. But she did. For eight months she
worked covertly with fellow church mem-
ber and AMCOM entployee Don Dixon in
an effort to secure a Purple Heart medal for
her husband, William, who had been
wounded in the Korean War.

On March 10, William Crislip, 72, was
presented with the Purple Heart in a sur-
prise presentation ceremony at New Life
United Methoddist Church.

“I don’t know how they kept it from
me,” Crislip said of his wife, Dixon and
ather church and family members involved
in the ceremony. "I don't know how she
kept her mouth shut all that time but I did-
n’t see it coming.”

In fact, that moming before church,

‘then when Pastor Phil (Howell) announced
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BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE— Historlan Claus Martel created this monlage as a
sampling of the quallty and diversity found on Redstone's Historical web site,
which Inciudes thousands of pictures and hundreds of online videos.

Korean War veteran finally gets medal
in recognition of wounds 49 years ago

Crislip told his wife he didn’t want to stay
afler church for the spectal ceremony the
pastor had announced the previous week.
I didn't say a word about it,” Yirginia
said. “I just went about geiting ready. But

that an Army generat would be making the
presentation, Bill tapped my arm and said,
T want 10 stay and see this."”

“When Pastor Phil said they were going
to honor me, [ didn’t know what to think,”
Crislip said. "I do stuff around the church
but nothing 1o be honored for. When they
asked me to come up on stage, | almost
coulda’t make it."”

As the official party filed in, Crislip was
overwheimed. Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen,
commander of AMCOM and Redstone led
the way, followed by CSM Roscoe John-

son, AMCOM, Lisa Ramsey, field repre-
sentative from Sen. Jeff Session's office,
Don Powers, commander, Military Order
of the Purple Heart, Glen Whitaker, VFW
Post 6037 district chaplain, about 20 dis-
tinguished veterans and Crislip’s own fam-
ily and friends who didn't regularly attend

See Medal on page 7

KIND-HEARTED VETERAN— William

Crisllp, along with his wife, Virginia,
receives a Purple Heart medal at his
church March 10, nearly 49 years after
he was wounded in the Korean War.
Msj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander of
AMCOM and Redsione Arsenal, pre-
sonted the award.
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It’s time to question road sign

1) that denoctes the kours of opera-

tion for the gate appears incorrect
to me. The hours are shown in military
time, but a colon is included to separate
the hours and minutes. My undersiand-
ing of the comrect form for military time
i that no colon is used, e g. 0600. As a

Thc sign on Martin Road east (Gate

person who works for the military, [
believe that this should be corrected.
Name withheld by request
Editor's note: Redstone Arsenal Sup-
port Activity provided the following
response, “Thank you very much for bring-
ing this to our attention. The sign will be
corrected tmmediately. Thanks again.”

Volunteering makes more than cents

olunieers are the backbone of the

military community. We hear and

read statements similar 10 this
very often. Volunteers are the heart and
soul of any military community. The
value of the skills and services that men
and women offer to the soldiers and their
family members of the Army cannot be
measured in mere dollars and cents. The
value of a volunteer far transcends any
tangible rewards they could be given
because the time they so freely donate is
given out of desire ¢ belter the commu-
nity in which we all live. They are at
their respective jobs because they want
to be, and because they can help improve
the quality of life for every member of
the Redstone Arsepal community.

More and more employers are realiz-
ing the value of skills leamned and deds-
cation dizplayed while volunteenng.

Most of us will never do greal things,

but we can do small things in a great
way. Everyone can be great because any-
body can serve, You don’t have 10 make
your subject and verb agree to serve,
You only need a heart full of grace and a
soul generated by love.

There are volunteer opportunities that
allow everyone 10 use the skills and tal-
ents they want 1o share. The Army Com-
munity Service is no exception to that
rule. We have a great volunteer program
that reflects diversily in opportunities 1o
leamn and grow through volunteerism.
The goal of the Armmy Community Ser-
vice ig lo serve the community. This can-
not be accomplished without the assis-
tance of dedicated volunteers. If you are
interested in helping ACS achieve this
goal, please contact the Army Communi-
ty Service at 876-5397.

Sharon Samueison

ACS volunteer coordinator

No-taxi rule may be off base

vehicle problems and called a taxi

to get to work. The driver of the taxi

informed me he was not allowed on
base 5o I had to walk from the security
gate. I, nor none of the people I have spo-
ken to, knew this. I did call the MP Desk
sergeant and confirmed the no taxi rule. 1
have three questions. Firzt, since food
delivery people can come on post, can |
call them for a ride to work the next time
I run into vehicle trouble? Second, wiil
the on-post taxi pick someone up at a
gate? Third, will the gate guards let a per-
son use their phone when this occurs?

Name withheld by request

Editor’s note: The Frovost Marshal
Office provided the following response.
“The Provost Marshal Office would like to
thank you for bringing the taxi issue to
our attention. Under the current force pro-
fection condition, courtesy vans and com-
mercial tuxis are not allowed access to the

instaliarion. That policy is currently under
review to determine if procedures can be
implemented to provide a balance between
commercial taxi access and the require-
ment o provide installation security. The
director of logistics is currently reviewing
the military on-post faxi service contract,
The on-post taxi service is for official use
anly and will not transport personnel from
the gates 1o their piace of duty. This serv-
ice is offered by our base support contrac-
tor and is provided for government
employees conducting official business on
Redstone Arsenal. Redstone security per-
sonnel will be happy to allow an individ-
ual (o use their phone to confact their
organization to arrange fransportation.

“To preciude similar situations from
occurring in the future, any change to
she installatlon’s security procedures,
where possible, will be publicized to
keep the work force informed.”

Letters to the editor

Commander reports from Afgh:'n front

he following is an e-mail to me
I from Bob Nesbitt, the president

of the 187th Regimental Combat
Team Associalion that I belong lo. Mr.
Nesbitt included an e-mail from Col,
Frank Wiercinski, brigade commander
of the 187th Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airbome Division (Air Assault) at Fort
Campbel), Ky., also commander of the
Task Force Rakkasan currently
deployed in Kandahar, Afghanistan.
(‘Rakkasan’ is a Japanese word for
‘paratroopers,’ a nickname the soldiers
of the 1871h Infantry Regiment acquired
as they were the first foreign army unil to
occupy Japan after Japan summendered to
the Allies at the end of World War I1.)

I would like to share Col. Wiercins-
ki's exclusive account of how his sol-
diers (known as “Rakkasans’) per-
formed during Operation Anaconda
with readers of the Redstone Rocket. ..

John Yim

former “Rakkasan®

Editor’s note: Here's the text of the
electronic-mail message from Col.
Frank Wiercinski. “The air assauit tab
woiild be exceptional since that is
exactly how we went — right down
their throats. They didn't expect anyone
woirld be able 10 do what we did and
gel as clase o them in mass so quickly.
The precision and speed of the air
assault brigade was not what they
thought about. I am very proud of your
Yyoung Rakkasans. They fought with a
tenacity and courage, they overcame
direct and indirect fire, drove on, took
care of one another and desiroyed the
enemy by the hundreds. We did take
casualties, but all are stable and — by
the grace of God, great planning, and
great training — no KIAs to this point.
It is what I am most proud of. The
Rakkasans have struck a blow to the Al
Qaida that will toke them back years.
There are several hundred Al Qaida
thar will never drive an airplané into
our homes again.

“I don’t know what the news back
home is saying, but the key word every-
where here is Rakkasan! You can hear
it from other units and from Afghan
children. The Rakkasan Screaming

Eagle Brigade was the perfect force for
this fight and this terrain. The moun-
tains we flew through and the IL.Zs we
landed on were at the 9,000 feet level
in the snow and freezing cold. After
fighting through their defenses, we
destroyed the Al Qaida training camps,
explaoited their caves and bunkers and
destroyed their weapons caches. The
Apache attack helicopters laid down
devastating fire for the Chinook trans-
port helicopters to land. They did this
under intense fire from the ridge lines,
were hit multiple times and were so
survivable that they continued to return
time and again. The Air Force close air
support bombed their concentrations
and bunker complexes. We were able to
resupply ourselves with food and ammo
by sling loading in the same Chinook
and Black Hawk helicopters, another
thing they didn't think we hod the capa-
bility to do.

“Predictions were that the soldiers
would become sick from the altitude
after 24-48 hours and would not be
able t0 maintain their stamina. They
didn’t know they were talking about
Rakkasan Screaming Eagles. We
humped loads of 100 pounds and more
through the mouniains at 9,000 feer for
10 days, fighting as we went, both up
and down the mountain slopes. No one
quil, no one gave up, no one go! 'sick’
— they would not leave their Rakkasan
buddy. Can't begin to tell you how
proud I am of these soldiers, Before we
went into the fight, I talked to them
about their history and lineage as
Rakkasans — [ believe it is a big factor
of our success. I will write more later,
but krow that these young Rakkasans
did us all proud. The 101st Air Assault
Museum now, and the new Rakkasan
wing of the new museum, will be
adding the explaits of the Air Assault
Rakkasans to their displays and walls.
And although we all cherish the
Rakkasan wall memorial at the pylon, [
ant most pleased not to have to odd
another hero' s name to this poini. May
God continue to grant us His grace and
watch over us all. My very best to all
— from all of us here. Rakkasan! Air
Assaulr!”
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Arkansas plant to produce missile segment for PAC-3 system

New manufacturing facility
run by Lockheed Martin

By PAM ROGERS
For the Rucke!

One of Team Redstone's weapon systems is poised lo
make its way to the hands of America's soldiers with the
grand opening recently of the new Patriot PAC-3 All Up
Round Facility in Camden, Ark.

The plant, owned and operated by Lockheed Martin
Missiles and Fire Control, will produce the missile seg-
ment of the PAC-3 system and could eventually employ
up to 200 people when full-rate production begins.

The state-of-the-art manufacturing facility is based on
Kaizen, a lean manufaciuring concepl that encompasses
sieady, continuous improvement in ail areas. Robots are
used in several sieps of the manufacturing process,
according to Lt. Col. Ed Mullin, PAC-3 product manager.
One area in which robotic manufacturing is particularly
essential is in the placement of attiude control motors, he
said. These small solid rocket motors guide the missile
during the final seconds of flight as it closes with its tar-
get. Each must be placed with exact precision, something

Industrial worker recovering
from burns suffered in mishap

that is extremely difficult for a human woerker to do.

“A machine can do the repetitive process the same
way — it can load multiple ACMs with no rework. That's
not so with humans. Those are the kinds of processes you
want to automate,” Mutilin said.

Dr. Shelba Proffitt, deputy program executive officer
for Air and Missile Defense, noted during opening cere-
monies at the plant that PAC-3 is currently the only field-
ed hit-to-kill missile capable of defealing theater ballistic
missiles carrying weapons of mass destruction, and that
the people of Camden would be playing a big role in what
could prove to be a long legacy in missile defense.

“We'll be making them for at least 20 years. It will
probably evolve into another system, so it may go as long
as 40 years,” she said.

Col. Tom Newberry, Lower Tier Air and Missile
Defense project manager, expressed his pride as a native
son of Arkansas that Camden was able to land the PAC-
3 work, adding that he waz convinced the work force at
the Camden piant will produce an unsurpassed product
for America's soldiers

“Those men and women oul there defending us
deserve the absolute best equipment we can provide,” he
said,

Lockheed Mamn phom by Smﬂ McGill
GRAND OPENING— From left are Steve Graham, Mike
Trotsky and Ed Squires, all of Lockheed Martin Mis-
ailea and Fire Control; Col. Tom Newberry, LTPO proj-
ect manager; and Lt. Col. Gene Stockal of MDA,

PAC-3 is the latest version of Patriot that kills incomn-
ing targets through kinetic energy rather than with a war-
head. It is managed by the Missile Defense Agency in
-Washington, D.C. and executed by the PEO AMD and
LTPO in Huntsville. 3

An employee of the post support con-
tractor was sertously bumed March 12 in
an industrial accident near building 3440.

James “Jack” Lang, a high-voitage
lineman with Chugach, was working with
two other linemen in trimming tree limbs
away from power lines. They were repo-
sitioning the aerial bucket truck, with
Lang as ground guide, when the ground
he was standing on beside a steam pit

gave way and he fell into a cavity fuil of

hot water from a leaking underground
condensate retumn line. He caught himself
under his armpits but his lower legs were
immersed in hot water.

Lang suffered second-degrec bums,
officials said. He was taken to Huntsville
Hospital and then to University of Alaba-
ma-Birmingham Bumn Unit where he was
listed in good condition March 13.

Chapel announces Holy Week activities

Bicentennial Chapel provided the foi-
lowing list of Easter week activities at the
chapel:

Catholic — March 28, Holy Thursday
at 5 p.m.; March 29, Good Friday at §
p-m.; March 30, Easter Vigil at 7 p.m.;
and March 31, Easter Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

Protestant — March 24, Palm Sun-

Carnmitoe 105
475x AUDITORIUMS

day at 11 am.; March 28, Last Supper
at 7 p.m.; March 31, Ecumenical Easi-
er Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. behind
building 3714; March 31, Breakfast at
8 a.m.; and March 31, Easter Service at
I1 am.

For more information, call Bicentenni-
al Chape! at 876-2409.
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Missile school still serving Army after 50 years of training

People through years
have ensured quality

By SKIP YAUGHN
Rocke: editor
skip. vaughn@ redstome.army. mil

It's been 50 years since the missile
schoolbouse doors first opened at Red-
sione Arsenal,

Since then the name has changed but
the essential mission has remained the
same: providing quality training to sol-
diers. People have made that happen
through the past five decades, begiuning
in 1952 with the establishment of the Pro-
visional Redstone Ordnance School.

Current members, alumni and friends
from the community gathered Friday to
celehraie the 50th anniversary of the Ord-
nance Missile and Munitions Center and
School. The site for the event Heritage
Hall, formerly the post thealer, was
renamed Heiser Hall during the ceremony.

And the 59th Ordnance Brigade head-
quarters building 3300 was renamed
Newhall Hail.

“Today we are here to celebrate the
tremendous accomplishments of this
school over the past 50 years,” said Col.
David Hafele, who became the school's
30th commandant in June 2001.

The name Heiser Hall honors Li. Gen.
Joseph Heiser, an Ordnance Corps logisti-
cian known as “the father of munitions”
who died in 1994. Newhall Hall honors
Col. Henry Newhall, who served as com-
mandant of the Ordnance Guided Missile
School from 1955-59 and died in 1975.

Hunisville Mayor Loretta Spencer, one
of the three guest speakers, recalled how the
school and Huntsville have grown up
together. “Hunisville was put on the map by
the work that was done at Redstone Arse-
nal,” said Spencer, a resident since age 7.

Ken Carroll retired as OMMCS assis-
tant commandant in 1999 afier serving the
school in various roles for 41 years. “I

Green Mountain Lawn Care

Fertilizing
Seasonal Flowers AeralioNOverseediqg

ging

Mowing * Muich

Pager 512-2424

Free Estimates - 883-4211 - Phil Davis, owner - 1SA Retired

What will you do this Easter?

[ Choose Jesus

/e “A dynemic depiction of the Resurrection”
Be our guest March 3ist at 9:30 AM for our special Easter Service
including powerful music, a gripping drama, | Choose Jesus” and 2

life-changing message by our pastor, Dr. Jimmy Jackson.

Whiteshurg denst Church, 6806 White ~burp Drive, Huntsville, AL

cannot emphasize enough the quality of
people that worked at the school during
my teaure,” he satd.

Retired Li. Gen. Charies Eifler, who
served as sixth commandant of the Ord-
nance Guided Missile School from 1959-

words under the school’s crest “Scientia
ad Justitiam” which means “knowledge
for righteousness.”

“The school needs to be sure that every
soldier that steps out of here has got to be
honest and precise in what he does,”

Eifler said.

61, pointed out the significance of the

Photo by Skip Vaughn
NEW NAME— The former Heritage Hall is renamed Helser Hall during the cere-
mony held Friday for the 50th anniversary of the Ordnance Missilte and Munitions
Center and School. From left are Col. Devid Hefele, OMMCS commandant; retired
Col. Joel Helser of Cherleston, S.C.. son of the late Lt. Gen. Joseph Helser, and
the retired colonel’e wife, Brigitte.

The First Ever Major League
Exhibition Game In Huntsville

MII.WAKEE BREWERS VS FLORIDA MARLINS

sunday March 31st 1:35 pm
Tickets $12 Lower Box « $10 Upper Box ¢ $8 General Admission

Tickets on sale now at the stadium and oniine at
www huntsvillestars.com

For more information call 882.2562 or visit
www huntsvillestars.com

- — 7

Pick up your copy of the award winning monthly
Homes For Today magazine at over
250 locations in Huntsville and Madison County

It's easy to use...easy to find...and FREE!

¥ e Humtethe Smes 8] 2317 S. Memonal Parkway, Huntsvlle, AL 35801 (256)532-4000

W& 7%e Chisncce

BuNTSvILLE CoMMUNITY
CHORUS ASSOCIATION _
presents
Fri., March 29  Sat., March 30
Sal., March 30  Sat., April 6
Thurs., April 4
Fri., April 5
Sat., April 6

Eook by JEROME LAWRENCE and ROBERT E. LEE
gh speciah wrenp with TamnYWimark Macic Library, bne.
TICKETS: $18 Adults, $12 Sludenty/Seniors
Available: HCCA OFFICE, 3312 Long Ave., 533.6606
SHAVER'S BOOKSTORE, 2362 VWhilesburg, 536-1604
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Missile intercept test over Pacific Ocean deemed successful

Program has lour hils
out of six altempis

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT RELEASE

The Missile Defense Agency announced
Friday it has successfully completed a test
involving a planned intercept of an inter-
continentai balfistic missile target. The test
took place over the central Pacific Ocean.

A modified Minuteman intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile target vehicle was
launched from Vandenberg Air Force
Base, Calif,, and a prototype imerceptor
was launched approximately 20 minuies
later and 4,800 miles away from the
Ronald Reagan Missile Site, Kwajalein
Atoll, in the Repnblic of the Marshall
[slands. The intercept took place approxi-
mately 10 minutes after the interceplor
was launched, at an allitude in excess of
140 miles above the earth and during the

midcourse phase of the target warhead's
flight. This was the fourth successful
intercepl for the Ground-based Midcourse
Defense Segment, formerly known as
National Missile Defense.

The test successfully demonsirated
exoatmospheric kill vehicle flight per-
formance and *hit to kill” technology 10
intercept and destroy a long-range ballis-
lic missile target. In addition to the EKV
locating, tracking and intercepting the tar-
get resulting in its destruction using only
the body-to-body impact, this fest also
demonstrated the ability of system ele-
ments to work logether as an integrated
system. The test involved the successful
integrated operation of space and ground-
based sensors and radars, as well as the
Battle Management, Command Control
and Communications function to detect
the launch of the target missile, cue an
earty warning radar to provide more

detailed target location daia; and integra-
tion of a prototype X-Band radar (based at
Kwajalein) to provide precise larget data
to the EKV, which received the target
updates from the In-Flight Interceptor
Communications Systems a1 Kwajalein.

The EKV separated from its rocket
booster more than 1,400 miles from the
target warhead. After separation, it used its
on-board infrared and visual sensors, aug-
mented with the X-Band radar data provid-
ed by BMC3 via the In-Fiight Interceptor
Communications System, to locate and
track the target. Sensors aboard the EKV
also successfully selected the target instead
of three balloon decoys. Only system-gen-
erated data was used for the intercept after
the EKY separated from ils booster rocket.
A C-hand transponder aboard the targer
warhead did not provide any tracking or
targeting information to the interceptor
after the interceptor was launched.

Officials said the test was a major slep
in an aggressive developmental test pro-
gram, and was the fourth successful inter-
cept in six attempls. They will continue to
pursue this tesling regime to achieve a
layered approach to missile defense,
using different architectures to deter the
growing threat of ballistic missiles carry-
ing weapons of mass destruction.

Over the next several weeks, govern-
ment and industry program officials will
conduct an extensive analysis of the data
received during the flight test to deter-
mine whether anomalies or malfunctions
occurred during the test, evaluate system
performance and determine whether or
not all flight test objectives were mel.
Since the syslem is in the developmental
phase ot design and testing, perforiance
of individual elements and the overall
sysienl integralion was as imporiant as the
actual intercept.

Missile school’s worldwide conference focuses on Arﬁ:y transformation

Defining force of future
among event's objectives

By MSgt. PHILLIPS LABOY
E32nd Orduance Battelion

Last week once again the Ordnance

Shinseki’s, the Army chief of staff’s,
vision of finding the right technological
solutions to allow the Army to put a com-
bat force of one brigade anywhere in the
world in 86 hours, a division in 120 hours,
and five divisions on the target area with-
in 30 days.

Missile and Munitions Center and School,  Part_of the WAMTEMC this vyear

— — ander Hre-comrEd OF CoRmandant Col.

David Hafele, took time out to sponsor the
2002 Worldwide Amununition, Missile,
Test, and Electronics Maintenance Con-
ference here.

The conference focused on Gen. Eric

lethal, survivable and sustainable across
the wide spectrum of operations on
tomorrow s battlefield. The goal of all this
specificity is 10 allow our leaders and sol-
diers the opportunity to fight, survive and
win on the battlefield of the future.
Attendees for this year's WAMTEMC
included representatives that briefed

tocused on the Objeclive FForce and ow i
would look in the distant future. The
Objective Force was defined as a full
spectrum  force manned, organized,
equipped and trained to be strategically
responsive, deployable, agile, versatile,

to be the most esteemed institution in the
nation, the most respected Amny in the
Free World, and the most feared ground
force 1o those whose actions would threat-
en the vital interests of the United States
worldwide. Finally, the OMMCS staff
hopes that all attendees of WAMTEMC
will leave with a true understanding of the

13y20y auoispay ayy ¢ 28pyg
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Transforming the Army 1o the Objective
Force, Munitions transformation strategy,
and a presentation on G-4 logistics trans-
formation, to list a few. All of these areas
focused on Shinseki's intent for our Amiy

I fornat oo arastas d e -

obiective will ook like when we get there.

Editor’s note: MSgt. Phillips Laboy is
NCO-in-charge of the support office for
832nd Ordnance Bautalion.

B Historical Office web site eams widespread acclaim

History

continued from page 1

worked there and what their titles were.
There was nothing on it.”

But that little trip to the world wide
web opened the door of possibilities for
Martel. People were constantly calling the
office looking for pictures and informa-
tion about the command, from its early
praduction years during World War 11, to
the von Braun rockel team, and then later
as a center for excellence in missilery and
aviation.

At the lime, the historical office had
iwo very popular publications in print,
“Redstone Arsenal — Yesterday and
Today” and “Redstone Arsenal Chronolo-
gy." Mantel knew a web site would be the
perfect place 10 showcase the information,
making it available to anyone inlerested.

With the heip from folks at the Corpo-
rale Information Center, and armed with
three meaty itewns for show on the site, the
Redstone Historical web sile was
launched April 18, 1995,

“We were so proud,” Michael Baker,
command historian, said. "It was the first
Army web site 1o have content, not jusi
tatk abouwt personne! and who they were.”

That first month the site got 274 hits,
atl but one was from the hislorical office

staff themselves,

“We'd go out in the hall and drag peo-
ple in. plop them down in front of the lit-
tle black-and-white screen and show them
what we'd done,” Martel said.

Because the technology was culting
edge and the sile was managed by another
organization, the process of updating it was
cumbersome. By September 1995, Baker
gave Martel the go ahead 10 explore the
possibilities and manage the site himself.

“A lot of the early work that went on
was done out of pocket,” Baker said.
“Claus put in long hours learning many
things just by trial and error. He invested
a lot of himself.”

Around the same time, the Chief of
Military History created a sirategic plan-
ning panel and held a meeting at Red-
stone. Baker was on the panel and had a
firsthand look at how his new historical
web sile was received.

“They didn’t like it,” Baker said, smil-
ing at the irony of that first meeting.
“They thought putting Anmy history on a
web site was undignified and didn’t like
our blue collar aitempt.”

The panel was back here in October
‘97 with the Chief of Military History's
web master in tow. By then the Redstone
site had an archive of more than 1,000
pictures and had begun videos online.

“They were still against photos and

didn't want video online,” Martel said.
“MNow they have pictures galore on their
web site and several people working on it.
If you ook at our web site and then theirs,
you can see ours is the base for their site.
But we're still unigue in having a full
multimedia experience.”

The site was growing, changing, push-
ing the edge and getling recognized for it
across the country. It was written up in the
Washington Post, the New York Times,
Newsweek and even in an encyclopedia.
In 1997, the Army Materiel Command
acknowledged il as an cutstanding site.

Other commands are secing it a8 a
standard to achieve. In 2000 Baker was
invited to Fort Rucker by the TRADOC
historian 10 zhare with his group the evo-
lution of the site and tessons leamed.

By the middle of 2001 the site was aver-
aging about 700,000 hits monthly. Then
Sept. 11 struck. Within a week of the ter-
rorist attacks, the government shut down
all of its public web sites pending review.

“We thought that was going to be the
death of us,” Martel said. “We were off
line for a month. Before we could come
hack on, we had to justify everything on
the site. Lori Pendley from CIC was great
to work with. We were one of the first
sites back up.”

But a lot was missing. Security
scrubbed the site to eliminate information
that could be considered a security risk.
Most of the information contained on the

web site was approved but the links to
many other sites, including many mililary
sites, had to be pulled.

“Because olher govemment sites were
not in compliance with the new security
mandates, we couldn't offer a link to
themn,” Baker said. “Our aviation sister
site was pulled and it looks like it will be
a while before it comes back online.”

What'’s frusirating for Baker and Mar-
tel is to see other public government sites
and even contractor sites, siill providing
detailed information aboul weapon sys-
lems, planes, helicopters and equipment
while the hisiorical aviation site is siill
being scrutinized.
= With just a click of a few keys, Baker
was able to pull from an Anmy web site
the mission, description and specifica-
tions for the Muitiple Launch Rocket Sys-
tem, including foreign counterparts, for-
eign military sales, progratn stams and
projecied aclivilies.

“And yet the EEO web site is stiil off
line because of national security,” Martel
said.

With so many other government sites
off line, Redsione’s historical site was
inundated with e-mails and the e-mail
option had 1o be removed.

“We had hundreds of them,” Baker said.
“People looking for jobs, questions about
retirement checks, facility rental, medal

Seae History on page 13
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Employees caught misusing
govemment purchase cards

By BETH SKARUPA
Sraff writer
beths @ Atimes.com

Just don't do it.

if you are authorized te use a govern-
ment credit card to purchase supplies and
services, don’t use the card for anything
other than official business. If you do,
you'll be commilling fraud against the
U.S. government and the Criminal Inves-
tigation Command will be watching.

“Recently we've had a lot of employees
divert government property for their own
personal use,” Janet Salas, a special agent
with CID at Redstone Arsenal, said. In
2001, there were Iwo cases of credit card
fraud and the cost to the govermment was
£5,036.19. Salas said some fraud suspects
purchased items such as groceries for their
family or a VCR and a receni credit card
fraud investigation resulted in a washer
and dryer being seized as evidence.

How does a cardholder get away with
making such purchases?

*They get on the computer and it's so
easy {lo make a purchase), they figure we
can't check on everything,” Salas said.
“But they don't realize, it may take us a
while — we may get a little information and

we don't open up on it until six months to
8 YEAr 18TET ~ DUl we will gt to it

She explained that in most cases the
approving officials or supervisors were
not doing the checks and balances as they
should. They should at least try to do ran-
dom 10 percent spot cbecks, she said. The
approving official, also known as the
billing official, is ultimately responsible
for purchases made wilth the government
credit card.

“All the cardholders and billing officials

Wae Offer Bank
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ROOM FOR EVIDENCE— Janet Sales,

-a special agent in the Criminal Investl-

gation Command, stands beside evi-
dence selzed during a government
credht card fraud investigation.

have another job,” Betty Jo Cloud, the
agency organization program coordinator
for the AMCOM governmenl purchase
card, said. That’s why she offers required
training monthly for people new to the pro-
gram and voluntary refresher training quar-
terly for current cardholders and billing
officials. In addition, the current cardhold-
era wul Uilng officials are required to
attend her annual training session.

“T do so many (iraining sessions)
because everybody has other jobs. [ try to
keep them updated on new regulations
this way and [ also keep thein updated by
e-mail and anything I think might help
them do a better job I do by e-mail, too,”
Cloud said.

She noted that the govemment pur-
chase card she works with is also com-

Credit Concerns???
Credit Cards » Morigage Payments
Medical Bills *Aulo Loans
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monly referred to as the "IMPAC card.” It
is used to purchase base support type sup-
plies and services. It is not the same as the
government credit card used for travel.
Last month Salas became a regular
guest speaker at Cloud's training sessions

_ 1o discuss fraud, theft and mishandling of

the purchase card. She aiso plans to speak
at training sessions at the Ordnance Mis-
sile and Munitions Center and School. As
part of the training, she explains what CID
is and warns cardholders and billing offi-

cials not to abuse the card or they could

get caught.

“The biggest thing is, people think it’s
the government’s money so it doesn't
matter if they spend it. But it’s our money,
it’s all of ours,” Salas said.

Sometimes employees are caught mis-
handling the government credit card.
Ofien they say their supervisor told them
to make a questionable purchase, but
Salas cautioned that it's the cardholder’s
responsibility to make sure each purchase
is authorized and necessary.

“For example, we had people buying
their own water (for the office) because it
didn't taste good. You can't do that unless
you go through Environmental and have
the drinking water tesied ... A lot of times
we hear, ‘Well my boss told me to get it.’
But if they knew it was wrong, they're
still responsible. The IOP (Intenal Oper-
aling Procedure) states up to dete infor-
mation. If you're in doubt, call Betty Jo
and she'll set you straight. She'll put you
in the right direction,” Salas said.

Usually CID finds out about fraud
through sources that call them with infor-
mation. Inlemnal Review and Audit Com-
pliance can also audit a cardholder and
ask for records going back three years.
Records are compared to the nonexpend-
able items on the property book.

“The cardholder cannot redelegate

CID agents on lookout for credit card fraud

their authority, so another person cannol
give the credit card number on the tele-
phone or take you out shopping with the
card — it's fraud against the U.S. govern-
ment if they do so,” Cloud said. “Nonex-
pendable itemns must go through the prop-
erty office and be bar coded, that's very
important. All items must be purchased
for official government business and
should not leave Redstone — in other
words, don't take them home.”

“The biggest thing is, people
think it’s the government’s money
80 it doesn't matter if they spend
it. But it's our money, it's all of
ours.”

— Janer Salas, special agent
Criminal Investigation Command

As staled in the IOP, intentional use of
a government purchase card for other than
official government business “will be con-
sidered an attemp! to commit fraud
against the U.S. government and the card-
holder will be personally liable to the gov-
emment for either the amount of any non-
approved purchases or possibly subjected
to a fine of not more than $10,000 or
imprisonment for not more than five
years, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 287."

*It's right out there for them, so they
can'l say they don’t know (ihat it's
wrong),” Cloud said. She wrged cardhold-
ers and approving officials to call her at
876-1024 if they have questions about
purchases,

If you have information about a possi-
ble case of government credit card fraud,
call CID at 876-2037 or call the military
police at 876-2222. Salas said details must
be provided to support accusations, but
sources can be kept confidential.
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B Purpie Heart presented to Korean War veteran'

Medal

continued from page 1

his church.

“That commanding general of (he Arse-
nal, he's a nice person; and the command
sergeant major was a nice guy,” Crislip
said. “Tt was the first time [ ever gol to
shake a general's hand. And they both
gave nte coins. [1 was really wonderful.”

Dodgen also gave Virginia a coin, one
her grandson “wants desperately but
there's no way,"” she said. “That was as neat
as it could be and I'm hanging onio mine.”

Dodgen and Johnson presented the
Purple Heart medal and certificate to
Crislip. Ramsey also presented a lefter
from Sessions. A brief hisiory of the Pur-
ple Heant was read, along with a summa-
ry of how Crislip was injured.

“I was an infantryman in Fox Compa-
ny. 32nd Infantry Division,” Crislip said.
“When we got to the front Ilme, they
handed me a Browning automatic rifle
and poinied me in the fight direction.”

A few months later on May 9, 1953,
Crislip was standing watch al the outpost
in front of the main line.

“All the sudden there was mortar and
artillery coming in,” he said. A couple of
us got in the bunker but it took a direct hit.
I was buried under the rubble. I don’t
remember anything after the explosion.
Danny Oakley dug me out. I spent almost
two wonths in the hospital with a brain
concussion.”

Because of his injudes, Crislip didn’t
return to his unit but was assigned to a
postal unit as a finance clerk in Wonju,
Korea. Since he never remned to his
combat unit, he was never awarded the
Purple Heart.

“T always thought you had to shed
blood for your country to get that medal,”
Crislip said. “I had some cuts and scrapes
hut nothing that 1 thought was enough to
get a Purple Heart.”

Crislip is still affected m his shoulders,
head and neck by those injuries.

After two years of service, Crislip was
bonorably discharged in 1954 and
returned to his manufacturing job in Ann
Arbor, Mich., where he met his wife, Vir-
ginia. They both worked for the same
company. They both retired from the com-
pany in 1982 when it was announced that
the company was moving to Huntsville,

They expected to stay in Michigan. After
all, his danghter and son and their children
lived there. Virginia's daughter, Geri, how-
ever, worked for the same company as
Crislip and chose 10 move to Huntsville.

“We came down here over the winter
to help Geri remodel her kitchen,” Crislip
said. “A couple of years later, Geri and her
husband bought a cabin here on Preston
Island. She called us up and asked us to
come down and live in the cabin while we
remodeled it.”

Eventuaily. Crislip sold bis home in
Michigan and moved 1o Preston Island.

Crislip’s children Kty and Frederick
were unable to make the trip with their
families to attend the ceremony but Geri
was quite a help in the preparation.

Courtagy photo
BASIC TRAINING— Willfam Crislip was
drafted as an infantryman 1952 and
just five monthe later suffered serious
injuries when his bunker was shelled
by Norih Korean soldiers. He was
awarded the Purpie Hsarl March 10.

“We're here together all the time so [
couldn't do much calling or e-mail,” Vir-
ginia said. “Geri helped with thal and with
the cakex for the reception afterwards.”

Gelting the necessary forms from
William's military service without him
gelting suspicious took sone ingenuity.

*I saw something on television aboul
knowing where your personal papers are
and asked Bill where his military papers
were. [ told him [ wanted to copy them
and put them in the Bibles."”

It was just clever ennugh 1o work. Vir-
ginia was able 1o get the papers to Dixon,
who had approached her earlier abont try-
ing 1o get a Purple Heart for Crislip.

Through casual conversation al their
church, Dixon discovered (hat Crislip was
never awarded the honor due him and
wanled to see if he could do something
about it. He talked to Virginia and the two
decided to keep it a secret, just in case it
didn't work out.

“Even though I work in CPAC, I don’t
know much abouil the military system,”
Dixon, chief of customer support B, Civil-
ian Personnel Advisory Center at the Avi-
ation and Missile Command, said. “Lew
Spencer guided me through the process
and helped me get the information and
documents to the right peopie for verifica-
tion.” Dixon received the Purple Hearl in
the mail in January, after about eight
months of paperwork, and set about
organizing a presenfation,

“General Dodgen graciously agreed to
do the presentation but it was nice that
several others would have been honored
10 do it as well,” Dixon said.

In talking about his war days, Crislip
admits that when he was drafled, “I didn’t
want lo go. When 1 was up on the line, if
anybody would have run, I would have
passed them but nobody ran. I figured if
the guy next to me had guts enough to
stay, I'm not going to leave biin. Afier it
was all over, I was glad I put in my time.”

When he talks about his medat and atl
the people that rnade it possible, his voice
quivers with emotion.

“Nothing like this has ever happened
to me before,” he said. “I just can't
explain what it means to me. And that all
those people would go to all that rouble...
well, that is love.”
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President Bush creates Homeland Security Advisory System

Initiatives aimed al improving
coordination, communication
in fight against terronsm

By LINDA KOZARYN

Amenican Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Federal, state and
local authorities, law enforcement agents
and the American people need to know
about terrorist threats as quickly as possi-
ble.

To ensure that happens, President Bush
on March 12 signed a directive creating
the Homeland Security Advisory System.
White House officials say the sysiem is
the foundation for building an effective
communications struclure.

Pan of a series of initiatives 1o improve
coordination and communicalion in the
fight against terrorism, the advisory sys-
tem would provide a national framework
for federal, state and locai govemnments
and private industry, allowing officials to
communicate the nature and degree of ter-
rorigt threats.

Government officials would determine
if a threat is credible and whether it has
been corroborated. They'd also determine
the gravily of the threat and whether it is
specific and imminent.

Government officials would also char-
acterize levels of vigilance, preparedness
and readiness in a series of graduated
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threat conditions. These threat conditions
would help federal, siate and local gov-
emment officials, law enforcement agents
and citizens decide what action they could
take to help counter and respond 1o terror-
ist activity.

Based on the threat level, federal agen-
cies would then implement protective
measures that the government and the pri-
vale sector would take 1o reduce vulnera-
bilities. States and localities would be
encouraged to adopt comnpaltible systems.
The advisory system would also include
public announcements of threat advisories
and alents and inform people about gov-
emment steps to counier the threat. The
announcements would also provide infor-
mation to help people respond to the
threat.

Heightened threat conditions could be
declared for the entire nation, for a specif-
ic geographic area, or for a functional or
industrial sector, White House officials
said. Officials would use a colorcoded
system: conditions green, biue, yellow,
orange and red,

Condition Green would indicate a low
threat of terrorist attack. Government and
law enforcement authorities would refine
and exercise proteciive measure plans and
regularly assess facilities for vulnerabili-
ties and take steps o reduce them.

Condition Blue would indicate a gener-
al nisk of temonist attack. Among other
precautions, authorities would check com-
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munications with emergency response
and command locations. They would also
review and update emergency response
procedures and provide the public with
necessary information.

Condition Yellow would indicate sig-
nificant risk of terrorist artacks. Protective
measures would include increasing sur-
veillance of critical locations; coordinat-
ing emergency plans with nearby jurisdic-
tions and implementing conlingency and
emergency respense plans, as appropriate.

Condition Orange would indicate a
high risk of terrorist attacks. Authorities
would coordinate securily efforts with
armed forces or law enforcement agencies
and prepare to work at an alternate sife or
with a dispersed work force and restrict
access 1o essential personnel only. Addi-
tional precaution would be taken at public

evenls.

Condition Red would indicate severe
risk of terrorist attacks. In this case, emer-
gency response personnel would be
assigned and speciaily trained teams would
be pre-positioned. Authorities would mon-
itor, redirect or constrain transporiation
systems, close pubiic and government
facilities and increase or redirect personnel
to address critical emergency needs.

The president has given the attomey
general responsibility for developing,
implementing and managing the Home-
land Security Advisory System. Govemn-
ment and law enforcement officials and
the public will have 45 days to comment
on the ptan. Ninety days later, in coordi-
nation with the Office of Homeland Secu-
rity, the attorney general will present a
system to the president for approval.
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Registered nurse focuses on eye health and safety

Annual vision examination,
aye protection prescribed

By NITA JONES
Fox Army Health Center

A thorough eye examinstion every
year or iwo (annually afier age 60) is
essential to maintaining eye health and
good vision; but, says the American Opto-
metric Asgociation, practicing good eye
care habits between exams also helps.

Some things 1o do: wear sunglasses
with maximum ultraviolet protection
(block 99-100 percent of UV-A anpd UV-
B); eat a low-fat diet that includes at least
five fruits and vegetables; wear proper
eye safety equipment when doing eye
hazardous activities at work and home or
when panicipating in eye hazardous
sporis; take periodic rest breaks from your
computer or other close work to relax

your eyes; find out how any drugs you are
taking may affect your vision; be alen for
symploms indicating a need for prompt
consultation with your optometrist. These
include blurred or distorted vision, pain in
the eye, squinting, eye imitation or eye
fatigue.
Motorcycle safety

Most people know that a helmet makes
motorcycling safer, but three other things
set the safe motorcyclist apart from the
unsafe one, according to the American
Optometric Association: visibility, eye
protection and good vision skills.

Motorcyclists can increase visibility by
pulting open triangles of reflective materi-
al on the front, sides and back of helmels.
For greater daytime visibility, fill the tri-
angles with daylight fluorescent material.
Motorcycle headlight use during the day
is required in many states and can make a
difference in visibility. Sound eye protec-

Corpus Christi funeral

-

Photo by Ken Case

Col. Jeames Budney, commander of Corpus Christi Depot, Texas, presents to
Dorothy Sheehan-Jones the American llag that wes draped over the casket of her
husband, retired Col. Luther Gritfin Jones Jr. who commanded the depot from
1968-71. The rotired colonel died March 3. Ha was 85,

tion means wearing goggles or face
shields made of tough polycarbonate plas-
tic to protect eyes from dust, dirt and fly-
ing objects. And bikers need good vision
skills, sharp distance vision, good “team-
work” between the eyes, the ability to
change focus from near lo far quickly and
the ability to see in low light, and that
means regular eye examinations, AQA

SaYS.
Home gardening

Safety goggles are a must for home
gardeners, says the American Oplometric
Association. Power lawn trimmers alone
cause more than 1,500 eye injuries a year.
Tree or bush branches can cause painful
scratches to the eye. Fentilizers and weed
killers have the potential 1o cause burns or
eye imitations, The association recom-
mends gardeners wear wrap-around safe-
ty goggles made of polycarbonate, a plas-
tic that is the strongest lens material avail-
able. Gardeners should look for a label
saying the goggles meet the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI)
Z87.1 siandard, Since ordinary prescrip-
tion glasses, contact lenses and sunglazses
do not provide adequalte protection in eye
hazardous situations, safety goggles
should be worn over them, the association
says.

Editor's note: Nita Jones is a regis-
tered nurse in occupational health at Fox
Army Health Center March is Eye Health
and Safety Month.

Women’s Histgry
speaker

Earla Lockhart, staff minister for the
First Misslonary Baptist Church, is
scheduled speaker for the Women's
History Month program Thursday from
2-3:30 p.m. at Bob Jones Audiorium.
The Tesm Redstone Women's Hiatory
Month Program Commiitee will present
“Women Sustaining the American Spir-
K.” For more information call SFC
Annle Bryant of AMCOM Egqusl
Employment Opportunity Office st 876-
8648, SFC Ann Pegram of OMMCS EO
Office st 842-9765; Roals Douglss, pro-
gram chalmman, at 842-9283 or Priscilla
Caraway-Vinson, Publiclty Commilitee,
3132121,
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Mayor views Pentagon banner, says America has changed

By Jik QARAMONKE

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON — Mayor Mary Man-
ross of Scottsdale, Ariz., looked proudly
today at a banner from her city that hangs
in the Pentagon. She said Scoiisdale’s
gesture was motivated by a desire to “do
something” in the days afler the terrorist
attacks on the United States.

Manross, in town for imeetings of the

National League of Cities, said the altacks
in New York and en the Pentagon changed
everything, even for cities far away from
the scenes.

Speaking personally, she said, the
attacks changed the way Americans relate
with their families and each other.
“Speaking as the mayor, I can tell you it
has changed the way our city operates,”
she said. "We've had some changes in pri-
orities. We're really (rying to plan ahead,

ARIZONA GREETINGS— Mayor Mary Manross of Scottsdale, Ariz., vigits the Pen-
tagon corridor where hangs a banner signed and sent by well-wishers in the

Phoenlx suburb.

Photo by Jim Gammone

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

Both Standard and Basic Insurance Options
Do Have

Chiropractic Benefits
Questions?

Contact one of your Alabama State Chiropractic Association
Members Below
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v 256-864-8470
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because the (echnologies will be far more
sophisticated in the future.”

She said cities have come 1o realize that
they are going to have to “sacrifice other
things to ensure our safety and to work
regionally and statewide and nationally.”

Security has become a concemn of resi-
dents of Scolisdale, located near Phoenix,
in a way not contemplated before the
attacks. There are millions of people in
the area, and there are a number of mili-
tary bases nearby.

“The largest nuclear power plant in the
world is in the desent west of us, so we
have to be cognizant of that security, tco,”
she said.

The banner, hanging in Corridor 9 of

the Pentagon, is one tangible result of the
change in America, Manross said. “Two
days after the 1lth, our community was
distranght and upset like the rest of the
country,” she said.

The city held a meeting at the Scolts-
dale Stadium. “People only had 24 hours’
notice that it was happening, but we had
thousands of people come to the ball
field,” she continued. “People came to
pray together to get some comfort from
one another. Out on the baseball field, we
had people signing the banners.

“We wanted to send the message here
that folks are not forgotien and that every-
body cares and everybody is praying for
themn.”

'; | X-Band Radar workers

receive individual honors

Col. Tim McKaig, X-Band Radar
project manager, presented the follow-

i ing awards March 6 to members of the

X-Band Radar Project Office, Ground-
Based Midcourse Joint Program
Office:

Performance Awards — Hazel Bearden,
Marlene Benoit, William Burrows, Joyce
Campbell, Bobby Cooley, Terry Dunn,
Russell Hutcherson, Dale Moore, Rodney

Phillips, John Remich and Debbie Pay-
ton-Thomiton.

Special Act Awards — Bobby Cooley,
Dennis Cooney, Russell Hutcherson and
Tammy Still.

On-the-Spot Awards — Joyce Camp-
bell, Jefirey Childers, John Crawford,
Katrina Harrison, John McGary, Tammy
Still, Debbie Payton-Thomton and John
Williams.

LASIIK

Are You a
Candidate?

Charles Woods, M.D.

EveCenter
O~

LASIK O

Thursday » April 11 » 5:30 pm
Offers 15% discount to BCBS Federat Employces

256-705-3955 or 800-233-9083
401 Meridian Street, Suite 200
Huntsville, AL 35801

pen House

Tt 880-281@ | i
3030S. Memonal Packway (Across from Applebee’s) 8

All 18Kt and Platmum Bands




Federal workers get option for long term care insurance

Early enroliment program
set March 25 lo May 15

CIVILIAN PERSONNEL RELEASE

Over the past year the Office of Person-
nel Management has provided updales on
the progress of implementing Long Term
Care Insurance for the federal family. OPM
has announced that John Hamcock and
Metropolitan Life have been selected as the
carriers who will offer this valuable new
benefit. The two companies have formed a
joint venture company that will be dedicat-
ed to the implementation and administra-
tion of the federal LTC program.

There will be two opportunities for eli-
gible individuals (aclive and retired civil-
ian employees and uniformed service-
members} to enroll in LTCI provided by
LTC Partners. The first opportunity, the
Early Enrollment Program, will be held
from March 25 through May 15. The early
enrollment program will allow eligible
members of the federal family who
already appreciate the need for LTCI to
enroll during that ime frame. It i3 impor-
tant to note that not all plan features will
be available during early enroliment. Pre-
mium paymenis may be made 1o the
provider through aulomatic bank with-
drawal and direct billing, however, pay-
roll deduction wiil not be available. Pre-
minm costs, not yet avaiable, willi be

announced soon. OPM also plans to pro-
vide a calculator on its web site,
www.opm.gov/insure/lic to assist with
decisions about LTCI.

The second opportunity to enroll will
be the first LTCI open season to be held
from July | through Dec. 31. At that time
all benefits options under the program
will be available and payroll deduction
will be implemented. Those who enroil
under the early enroiiment program may
switch to payroll deduction during the
LTCI open season.

QOPM has determined that the provider, |

LTC Partners, is solely responsihle for all
core functions that support this program.
LTCI may be unfamiliar to many people;
employees should rely on the experts at
LTC Partners to field any questions thal
they may have about long term care in
generul or about any aspect of the pian.
Personnelists and/or Army Benefits Cen-
ter — Civilian (ABC-C) counselors are not
1o answer any questions regarding this
insurance other than to direct employees
1o the provider.

Employees who are interesied in
receiving information about long term
care will be able to subscribe to a series of
informational bulletins being produced by
LTC Partners. Post cards for reguesting a
subscription wili be sent through normai
distribution channels. LTC Partners wili
also provide information regarding enroli-

ment, including brochures, meeting notifi-
cation, and applications for coverage.
Enrollment will be made directly with
LTC Partners. Enrollments cannot be
accepted through any servicing personnel
office or the ABC-C. Employees may also

contact LTC Partners to subscribe to the
bulletin series by cailing: [-800-LTC- 4
FEDS (1-800-582-3337) or via the LTC
web site: www.licfeds.com. Employees
with questions about LTCI should be
directed to these sources for information.

Longbow milestone

Photo by John H. Lewis

Don Barker, left, deputy program executive officer for tactical missiles, Dr. William
H. “Bud” Forster, vice pregident for Land Combat Systems, Northrop Grumman,
and Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sorenson, program executlve officer for tactical misslies,
tour the Land Combalt Systems fecliity in Research Park. The tour was part of a
special svent marking the production of the 5,000th Longbow Hellfire misalie.

AUBURN
UNIVERSITY

FACILITIES
DIVISION

The Facilities Division of AUBURN UNIVERSITY

is seeking candidates for the following positions:

- Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.

SECURITY TECHNICIAN ASST. SUPERVISOR

I #8pq

17y20Y u0ISPIY Y]

002 ‘0T YMop

Responsibllities inciude but are not limited 1o the following: supervises, trains, coordinates, and evaluates the work of security personnel; establishes job priosities and time frames;
monitors comptelion of job assignments to ensure compliance with standarde and instructions; trains employses on equipment, task procedures, work standards, and safety proceduras;
completes thorough and accurate reports on work aclivilies; reviews and analyzes methods, policies, pracedures, and performancs; serves as a liaison to intemal and extemnal
customers; reviews, priorilizes, and schedules work orders; varifies work documentation; conducts job site inspections; conducts building surveys for layout and installation of sacurity
systams, and assist the Supervisor in the investigation of security violations.

Minimum qualifications are a high school diploma or equivalent, supplemented by additional training in security operations; four years exparience in tha installation and maintenance of
electronic security systems and some mechanical lock and supervisory experience; abllity to obtain a locksmith bond; and & valid driver's licenss. Twenty-four hour on-call status,

Salary will be commensurate with education and experience.
Candidates should submit a letter of application and resume to the following:

Auburn University Human Resources
Ref Log #16459, Langdon Hall ~ Auburn, AL 36849

334.844.4145 FAX 334.844.1617

Review of applications wiil begin after March 29, 2002. g
Auburn University i an affirmetive action/squal opportunity employer.
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Line-of-Sight Anfi-Tank system
mounted on Humvee vehicles

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
sandyr@ htimes.com

Faster than a speeding bultet...

That's the beauty of the Army’s Line-
of-Sight Anli-Tank weapon sysiem.
There's no warhead on the 10-foot missile
that flies a mile per second. The combina-
tion of speed and mass creates enough
raw epergy to kill any armored threat on
the baulefield.

Fitting the weapon onto the top of a
Humvee was the real challenge.

“The sysiem has been around a while,”

Col. Jed Sheehan, project manager for
Kinetic Energy Missiles, said. “It was
developed during the Cold War, mounted
on much heavier vehicles like the
Bradley. It was supposed 1o be the main
tank killer but when peace broke out and
the wall came down, the program was put
on a shelf as a technology program. It was
good technology bui there were no
funds.”

In the Army’s quest to build a lighter,
leaner, meaner and more mobile force,
they took a second look at LOSAT. The
technology had already been proven. The
sysiem could provide overwhelming
Iethality. In 1998 the program entered an
Advanced Concept Technology Demon-
siration for development on a High

Couxtesy phoio

OVERWHELMING LETHALITY— The Line-of-Sight Antl-Tank system uses a 10-
foot Kinetic Energy Missile fired off a Humvee to obllterata heavy armor on the

battiefiald.
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Army in action
Kinetic Energy Missiles prove speed kills heavy armored targets

——

Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicle.

“The test program in the mid ‘90s
worked the bugs out of the sysiem,”
Leland Middlebrooks, deputy project
manager for KEM, said.”We didn't have
any technical issues. Now it’s mostly inte-

* grating it onto the Humvees which are not

large vehicles.”

Starting with the chassis, wheels and
engine of a heavy Humvee, modifications
were made to support the weight of four
178-pound, 10-foot missiles plus the box-
like Optical Head Assembly fitted
between the two sets of missiles. An
armored windshield and panels were
added for increased survivability.

A biast deflector was installed atop the
vehicle to control the effects of the plume
of smoke and fire from the rocket motor
upon launch,

Missile Jaunch and guidance capabili-
ties are performed through a modified
IBAS Eleciro Optical System that
includes a CO2 laser beam, controls, cam-
eras and second generation Forward
Looking Infrared (FLIR) acquisition sen-
sor, all housed within the vehicle. Addi-
tional equipment includes an inlegrated
compuler system, flat pane] displays, auto
tracking for two targets, tactical navigator
sysiem and digitized communication.

A crew of three, driver, commander
and gunner, operates the LOSAT sysiem.
Controls are redundant for the command-
er and gunner.

When the enemy is spotted, the gunner
is able 1o lock onto the target with the fire
control unit, select a missile, and launch.
Launch to kill lime is 3-5 seconds. When
the missile is launched, a 1.3 second bum
propels the missile to Mach 5 speed,
which is about one mile per second. The
missile has an afi-looking receiver that
gets data from the fire control unit. To
stay on course, small attitude control
motors on the missile burn as needed for
guidance. The gunner racks the target
while the fire control provides updates to
guide the missile to the target. The
Humvee must be stationary while firing
but because of the short time lapse
between fire and kill. within a few sec-
onds, the vehicle can be on the move

again. Or, if needed, additional missiles
can be fired only seconds apart.

*This gives our early entry forces fire-
power they don’t have now,” Sheehan
said. "We can shoot a tank long before he
gets in range to shoot us. It also has a sec-
ondary mission of bunkers, buildings and
fortified positions. There's nothing out
there that stands up to it."

Systems for the field
Part 4 of series

Fitted on a Humvee, the LOSAT is
highly mobile, able to be transported by
all the Air Force cargo planes and can be
sling-loaded by UH-60 and the CH-47
helicopters.

The program was accelerated in 1999
and is now performing both ACTD and
System Design and Development to usher
it into the Army's transformation program
as a Legacy 10 Objective Force weapon
System.

Risk reduction tesis were performed
last summer which resulted in a few mod-
ifications. Production Qualification Test-
ing to test the fire units being built now is
scheduied for February ‘03. Firing units
(Humvee and special equipment) cost
about $3.5 million each. Missiles cost
about $200,000 each. The Army funded
procurement for five batialion sets, which
equailes to 180 firing units including asso-
ciated equipment such as resupply vehi-
cles and trailers. About 1,660 missiles will
be purchased. The contract for the first
144 KEMs from Lockheed Madin is
expected 10 be signed in April.

The 82nd Airbome Division is expect-
ed to take delivery of the first 12 fire units
in mid FY *03. Afier they put the syslem
through its paces, additional tweaking and
testing will be done before Low Rate Ini-
tial Production begins. Fielding of the five
selected battalions will be completed in
BV 1D

About 30 staff in the Kinetic Energy
Missile Project Office manage the
LOSAT as pan of the Program Executijve
Office for Tactical Missiles mission at
Redstone.

Anderson Boals

% Large Inventory of New
& Used Boats
% Large Inventory of Parts
& Accessories /
% Full Service by Master
Techniclans

—— 473 Years of Sales & Service ——

24

6th Ave. - Decatur
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Reenlisting in Afghanistan

CSM Danial R. Wood, right, 4th Battallon, 31at Regiment, 10th Mountain Division
{Light Infantry), ia reenlisted by Gen. Richard Myera, chairman of tha joint chlefa
of gtaff, at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, on Feb. 20.

Redstone Rocket wants
to hear from readers

In an effort to genesate reader feed-
back. the Redstone Rocket is running a
conlinuous coupon for opinions on how
to improve the newspaper.

Please provide your comments in the
space provided. The identification informa-

Name:

tion is optional; we'd like 1o be able 1o con-
tact you for more information if necessary.
The coupons can be faxed to 955-9138 or
mailed 10 the Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Public Affairs Office, AMSAM-PA,
Redstone Arsenal, Ala., 35898,

Daytime phone number:

Comments on the Redsione Rocker.

Bl Web site sets record for hits in February

History

continued from page 5

inquiries, operational weapons systems,
pcople restoring old Army equipment
and looking for a part. We even had sol-
diers in the field hit our site looking for
information because we're all that’s out
there.”

As a result, hits for February sel a
record at 844,099. By the end of the

month, the Redsione historical site will
have received more than 28 million hits
since beginning in Apri! 1995.

Even with the added restrictions,
www.redstone. army.mil/history will con-
tinue to grow.

“Our goal is to make history come
alive,” Martel said.

The Aviation and Missile Command'’s
Historical Office has a staff of four: Baker,
Martel, Dr. Kaylene Hughes, historian,
and Cindy Cash, histonian in (raining.
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HHC 59th trying to rise up in postseason basketball tournament

Favonite ends season
with 15 straight wins

By SKI® VAUGHN
Rocker editor
skap. vaughn @ redsione. army.mil

It's time for “March Madness™ at
Pagano Gy

The postseason baskethall iournament
opened Monday night at Pagane for the
12 unit teams. Games start at 6 each night
through Thursday and March 25-27. The
final for the double-elimination touma-
ment is 6 p.m. March 27, according to
recreation assistant Eddie Whitman.

“Ratise up,” the motto for HHC 59th,
could extend into the posiseason. HHC
59th (15-2) was clearly the tournament
favorite by finishing the regular season

with 15 straight wins. After winning
the preseason lournament, HHC 59th
opened the season with losses against
AMCOM and Delia and bhas arisen ever
since.

“Anybody can beat you on any given
night and we're just going to have to stay
focused,” HHC 59th coach Jemry McIn-
tyre said. “The most important thing is
staying out of the losers bracket.”

HHC 59th ended the regular scason
March 12 by beating Charlie Company
64-48. Benjamin Carter, a 6-foot-3 for-
ward, led the way with 16 points. Robert
Bullard, a 5-11 guard, added 12 off the
bench.

Lemue! Kelly had 17 and Jason Stew-
art 14 for Charlie (11-7). HHC 59th led
33-26 at halftime.

*We basically rotated, tried to keep our

guys as fresh as possible because we have
a small team,” McIntyre said. He meant
small as in limited numbers since HHC
59th only has seven players.

The staners include Caner, 6-3 for-
ward Patrick Perry, 5-11 center Laevr-
monde Watis, 5-11 point guard Sheldon
Goldsmith and 6-0 guard Darian Builer.
The reserves are Bullard and 6-1 center
Levon Green.

Referring to Goldsmith, McIntyre said
“he's pretty much solidified our leam
because he just got in a couple of weeks
ago.”

In a season final March 11, Bravo
team-1 beat Charlie 63-53. Ameos Jackson
scored 21 points and Donte Fisher had 12
for Bravo-1 (14-4). The Bulidogs led 25-
23 at halftime.

Stewart scored 20 points and Tenea

Clark added 10 for Charlie.
Here are the final regular season stand-
ings:

Eastern Conference

HHC 59th 15
Bravo-1 14
Charlie 11
ROTC 12
Marines 9
K Battery 4/14th Marnines 5
Charlie 1/167th team-1 2

Western Conference
Delia

AMCOM

NCO Academy
Bravo-2

Charlie 1/1671h team-2
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Annual event on track for recognizing local school athletes

Sports ball 2002
set for May in club

By SIIP VAUGHN
Rocker edisor
ship. veughn @ redsione. qrmy.mil

The fourth annual sporis ball for
Huntsville and Madison County schools
is May 138 starting at 6 p.m. at the Officers
and Civilians Club.

This catered event, with 60 attendees
expected, is to be held in ballrooms 4 and 5.

“Every year we have somebody from
the Arsenal,” organizer Constance Lee
Jones said. Past participants have includ-
ed post CSM Roscoe Johnson.

The students atiend for free, courtesy
of various sponsors from throughout the
community. Jones’ father, Charles Cooke,
who died in 1998, started the event for
children of all ages.

“We call it ‘sporis ball." That’s what
my dad called it. It’s 1o show good sports-
manship 1o all the students,” said Jones,
wife of retired SSgt. James Albert Jones.

After her father died, several people
helped Jones keep the event going every
year. They included Andre Booker, who

ran track for Johason High and is now in
the Marine Corps.

“I got involved in it in 1999 said
Lance Cpl. Booker, stationed in Quantico,
Va, “Ms. Jones asked me to heip her sell
ads and business cards to different busi-
nesses and people.”

Booker, then a junior at Johnson,
atlended the sports bail in 1999 and 2000,
As a senior, he received a plaque at the
event as Johnson's best middle-distance
runner. Sponsors pay for each student’s
meal and plaque; and the honorees include
top gradualing athletes from area schools.

“It made me feel that somebody recog-
nized and wanled lo show their apprecia-
tion loward us,” Booker said. He graduat-
ed from Johnson in 2000 and joined the
Marine Corps that June.

Booker, 20, returned to Quantico last
Thursday afier visiting his mother, Doris
Booker Harris of Hunisville. “I jusi came
down here o visit my mother and to carry
my daughter (3-year-old Mia Staton) back
with me,” he said. His wife is Julia Book-
er, a Baltimore native.

He plans to try out for the base track
team at Quantico, schedule permitting. He
ran track three years at Johnson including
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the 400 meters, 800, 4-by-400 relay, 4-by-
800 relay and 300 hurdles. He placed
cighth in the 400 meters at the state out-
door meet as a senior.

Booker had track scholarship offers
from Stiliman College and Alabama State
Universily but joined the Marines instead
tc support his daughter.

*“My father (Willie Booker) was in the
Marine Corps during Vietnam,” he said.
“They said Marine Corps boot camp was
harder than the rest of them and I just
wanted o go for the chatienge.”

He said he will try to retum to
Hunisville in May 1o attend this year’s
sports ball.

“It showed recognition of how the peo-
ple of Huntsville did look at other sports
besides just basketball and football. They
did recognize rack and supporied it, even
though they (the sponsoring businesses)
didn’t have kids that went to the school,”
Booker said.

“I hope this program coniinues 10 go
on and help other students just like it rec-
ognized me and other students that atend-
ed school,” he said.

For more information about the sports
ball, call Jones at 859-4850.

Phiolo by Skip Vaughn
CLASS OF 2000— Lance Cpl. Andre
Booker, holding hia 3-year-old daugh-
ter, Mia, attended the sports ball In
2000 aa a Johnson High senior who
starred in track. He will try to retum
from Quantico, Va., for this year’s ball
Msy 18 at the Officers and Civillans
Club.
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Rate reduction credit can baffle taxpayers while doing returns

Tax assistance officer
provides his answers

By Capt. DOUGLAS MOORE

Tax assistance officer

While the mere thought of new tax law changes
makes many laxpayers shake their heads in disgust, most
people welcomed the tax rebate check they received last
summer. The rebate amount received varied up to $300
for singles, $500 for beads of household, and $600 for
those filing married jointy. Most of us did not have any
problems spending the money, but now that the 2002 (ax
season is in full swing many eager tax retumn preparers
have a flurry of questions about how to handle this unex-
pected windfall.

*How did the tax rebate check come aboul”” Answer:
The Tax Relief Act of 200! issued the tax rcbates to
deliver in advance the benefil of the newly created 10
percent tax bracke!. This essentially reduced the lowest
tax rate from 15 to 10 percent for the first $6.000 of tax-
able income for singles, $12,000 for married couples,
and $10,000 for heads of household. As a resuit, the max-
imum rebate amount for each filing siatus is the same as
the maximum tax savings the taxpayer would reap from
the 10 percent bracket. For example, a single person hav-
ing the first $6,000 of income taxed at 10 percent, instead
of 135 percent, realized a tax savings of $300 — the maxi-
mum rebaie amount for Lthose filing single. Because the
rebate served as an advance payment for the creation of
the new 10 percent tax bracket, this new bracket is not
inciuded in the 200! 1ax tables. Congress simply chose
the advance tax rebate in hopes of reinvigorating the
slumping economy early, instead of waiting to use the

2001 tax return to effectuate this change.

“How do I report the rebate check on my 2001 1ax
remurn if [ received the full amount for my filing status?”
Answer: If you received the maximum rebate, there is
nothing to repori on the federal income tax retum. While
the federal govenment will not tax the rebate check,
most state income lax schemes require you to repoit this
amoun! for income tax purposes. Check your state ax
guide for further information.

Rate reduction credit

“What happens if I did not get the tax rebate check or
received less than the maximum rebate amount?’
Answer: Taxpayers may be eligible to claim a “rate
reduction credit” on the 2001 1ax return for the amount
they should have received based upon a calculation
detenmined in the Rate Reduction Credit Worksheel pro-
vided in the tax instruction booklel. Among those likely
to be eligible for the credit are lower income workers
who earned more in 2001 than in 2000 or those whose
filing status changed in 2001. Since the IRS issued the
rebate checks based on amounts reporied on the 2000 tax
year relumn, this credit takes into accounmt your 2001
income and filing status in order to determine if you
qualify.

“Does the rate reduction credit apply to dependents””
Answer: While dependents were not eligible for tax
rebates last vear, they cannot technically claim the rate
reduction credit. However, they may benefit from the
new 10 percent tax rate indireculy by filling out the spe-
cial “Tax Computation Worksheet for Cerlain Depen-
dents” in the IRS instruction booklet. Many dependents
that had income in 2001 will receive some benefit, but
most individuals wiil likely receive less than the maxi-
mum benefit. This is partially due to the fact that depend-

ents tend 1o have lower income levels ag well as the abiil-
ity to claim a standard deduction of $4,550. For example,
a student worker claimed as a dependent would have to
eamn al feast $10,550 in order to have $6,000 of “taxable
income” and reap the maximum $300 tax cut.

Windfall amount

“What happens if I received more of a rebate last year
than [ was due based on my 200! income?’ Answer: The
IRS does not require any taxpayer 1o return or reporn the
difference of any windfall amount you might have
received due to your income being higher in 2000 than in
2001.

“In there confusion in the ranks7” Answer: The IRS
has found the rate reduction credit to be a source of many
mistakes on this season’s tax retom. Many taxpayers who
received the full rebate amount record it on the line for
the rate reduction credit when they should leave it blank.
Others who are eligible for the rate reduction credii fail
to fill out the credit worksheet inside the tax form
insiructions and lose the benefit of possible higher
refunds. Keep in mind the general concepts outlined
above in order to minimize problems on your return.
Never fill out the refund credit worksheet if you are not
eligible or cannot remember with full certainty the
amount of the partial rebate you received. If you received
the rebate check last year, but cannot either remember the
rebale amount or find your IRS Form 1275 stating the
amount, call the IRS aulomated tax information hotline
at 1-800-829-1040 for assistance.

For any further guestions on the rate reduction credit
or other related 200!} tax issues, please call 313-5727
from 8:30 a.m. 10 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday or
visit the Redstone Arsenal Tax Assistance Center located
in building 3489 off Ajax Road.

FirstCommunity Senior Select is the ouly Medicare
Supplement developed by doctors and hospitals right
here in North Alabama. Qur plan gives you access to
the best health care services in our community, includ-
ing the latest techniques in open heart surgery, cardiac
rehabilitation and the Congestive Heart Failure Center
at Hunisville Flospital.

with FirstCommunity Senior Select, you cau choose
any physician you want! Plus, you may choose from the

Thanks to FirstCommunity Senior Select and Huntsville
Hospital, Al Bennett has more than one good ticker.
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