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Aging work force a general concern

AMCOM commander
sees reliring expertise

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rewcket editer
akip.vaughn@ redstene armyid

The commanding general is concerned
that the average age of the AMCOM work
force is 47, within a decade or so of retire-
ment.

After scven months in office Maj. Gen.
Larry Dodgen, commander of the Aviation
and Missile Command and Redstone Arse-
nal, sees this as top priority. He's con-
cemed about finding a way 10 retain the
expertise the command will soon lose,

“] think the highest priority is rejuve-
nating the work force, or revitalizing the
work force,” Dodgen satd in a March 25
interview with the Redstone Rocket.
“Hunisville and AMCOM in particular has
been a marvelous place for lechnological
expertise, first in missiles for sure and late-
ly in aviation. And the wark force that has
served this nation in great stead and will
continue (o do so in the foreseeable future
is actually getting old.”

See Expertise on page 8

Photo by Skip Vaughn

LOOKING TO FUTURE— Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander of AMCOM and Red-
stone Arsenal, wants the command to recruit and train young replacements for the
many workers who will relire within the next decade.

Brothers in arms reunite at Fort Benning after 35 years

Redstone worker helps
bring together ex-soldiers
from throughout nation

By SANDY RIEBELING
Statf writer
sandvr@® htinmes.com

These men becaine family in 1966. Six
months of living together. fighting togeth-
er, raining together, surviving together had
bonded these 169 soldiers for life. March
7. 1967 these privates and sergeants gradu-
ated Officer Candidate School at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., and became leaders of mep.

Most of them survived Vietnam. Most,
but not all. Ten graduates and two tactical
officers are among those listed on the Viet-
nam Memorial Wall.

Just over a year ago, one of the for-
mer officers from that gradualing class,
Redstone worker Robert Usher, began
researching the names of those he served
with, an interest sparked after the travel-
ing Vietnam Wall made a stop in
Huntsville.

*[ got on the Viemam Wall site and
locked up one of the names of the guys
from my class — 6th platoon mate Ist. Lt
Bill Zimmerman. He was KIA in 1968,
said Usher, who works in the Security
Assistance Management Direclorate at
Redstone. "I clicked on his page and found
a note left by another guy in our class who
happened to be my roommale at OCS.”

Brian Smith left his e-mail address on
the note and Usher contacted him “just lo
louch base.” The two decided 1o see how
many men from their OCS class they could
locate and see if anyone was interested in
having a reunion.

“It sort of tummed into a contest,” Usher
said. “We stayed in touch. almost daily,
gloating over our new finds. The list kept
growing. Now everyone was contacling
everyone. A reunion was in the works.”

March 7. 35 years to the day after grad-
uation, 49 former officers along with their
families gathered at Fort Benning to honor
the 12 who had failen in battle, rekindle

 See Brothers on page 11

ROCMMATES REUNITED— Thirty-five
years after graduating from Infantry
Officer Candidate School at Fort Ben-
ning, Ga., claesmates Robert Usher,
left, Redstone worker, and Brian Smith,
organized then attended a reunlon for
thair 1967 OCS class at Fort Banning
March 7. Teveerene ety .
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April is ‘Child Abuse Prevention Month’

e live in difficult and changing

times, and we are dedicated to

meeting these challenges. As
the installation commander, it is my
responsibility to make sure that every
soldier, civilian employee, and family
member has the suppori necessary to
achieve our mission. Today, I want to
focus on our children.

April is the month when we celebrate
the well-being of all children in our
Army family. April is both the "Month of
the Military Child” and “Child Abuse
Prevention Month.”

Everyone in our community has the
responsibility for keeping children safe.
First, ensure your children are safe, pro-
tecled and cared for. If yon don't have
any children, please lend a band to thase
who do or volunieer 10 help in a child or
youth program in our community. If you
and your family can be fosier parents or

adoptive parents, consider this and con-
tact our Family Advocacy Program Man-
ager at Army Commanity Service, 876-
5397. If you see any child abuse, report
it; it is Army policy.

Strong, caring families are resources
for our Army community and, when our
children are protected from harm, our
soldiers can bring their full attention to
the mission.

Child abuse prevention is one of my
priorities and | want commanders at
every level to take appropriate sieps to
prévent it, protect victims, and hold
those who commit it accountable.

In April and throughout the year, join
me and Army installations everywhere in
“Keeping Cur Children Safe in Difficult
Times.”

Ma). Gen. Larry Dodgen

commander,

AMCOM and Redstone

Process simple for naming buildings

would like to kmow are there any

buildings, roads, or parks, eic., named

after any African American at Red-
stone Arsenal? What are the criteria?

Jesse Draper

Military Personnel

Editor’s note: Redstone Arsenal Sup-
port Activity provided the following
response. “Presently, we are not aware
of any roads, buildings or parks on post
named after African Americans. There
are numerous buildings and roads on
Redstone Arsenal that have been memo-
rialized (named) for individuals. In 1985
the Redstone Arsenal Support Activity
along with the Public Affairs Office
named many roads after Vietnam veter-
ans from this area that were killed in

action. The ethnic background of these
individuals was not known.

“The process for memorializing a
road or structure in honor of an individ-
ual is relatively simple. A person must
be deceased unless the memorialization
is congressionally mandated, i.e., How-
ell Heflin Buildings. The person should
have had an impact on Redstone Arse-
nal either in the mission arena or the
overall support of the installation. A
nomination should be forwarded
through the Garrison Cammander, Red-
stone Arsenal Support Activity, Altn:
Col. Brenr Swari, AMSAM-RA, Building
4488, Redstone Arsenal, Ala., 35898 to
the Commanding General, Building
5300, AMSAM-CG, Redsione Arsenal
Jor approval.”

Recalling 50 years of Redstone Rocket

y name is Analoyce Tipion and
1 have worked at the Von
Braun Center for the last 29

years and Huntsville is my home. In
1959 or 1960, I was one of those scantily
clad female workers who had their pic-
ture in the Rocker. 1 posed at the Rail-
road Museum by bales of cotton i a

bathing suit. I carried that picture in my
wallet until approximately a year ago
and my wallet was stolen out of my
office bere at VBC. I was saddened
about the loss of that picure. That Taylor
guy look it. Anyway, old times.

Analoyce Tipton

Von Braun Center

Letters to the editor

Volunteers deserve cbmmun'ity’s thanks

1974 as an annual celebration of
volunteerism. This year, April 21-Z7 bas
been designated National Volunteer
Week. During this week we take lime to
thank the many volunteers who con-
iribule their time and talent to improving
the quality of life in our commurity.

This year's national theme, “Celebrate
the American Spirit, Volunteer,” reflects
the resolve of the American tradition of
neighbor heiping neighbor. It applauds
the significant role volunieers play in
helping others and in resolving social
issues through their compassion and
willingness to get involved.

Without volunieers, many services we
enjoy would not be possible. Volunteers

ational Volunteer Week was
established by executive order in

support our community through human
services, health care, and education.
They help guide our children through
mentoring, scouting, refigions education,
and sports programs. They help beautify
our surroundings. Our outdoor life and
recreational programs are supported by
volunteers; and our civic organizations
raise funds for scholarships, space camp,
special events, disasier relief, and wel-
fare in the community.

On behalf of the entire Redstone
Arsenal community, I am proud to recog-
nize our Aine volunteer force and join
others throughout the country who, this
week, celebrate volunteers.

Ma). Gen. Larry Dodgen

commander,

AMCOM and Redstone

Consideration of Others really works

is anecdote (which actually hap-
I pened!) is offered up as proof that:
1) CO2 awareness is increasing on
the Redzsione campus; 2) you can teach
old dogs like me new tricks. If you
decide to publish it, my old friends at
AMCOM will probably roll over in their
retirernent condos, because they would
probably remember me as a guy whose
first reaction to institutional stupidity
{govemment or coniractor) was always a
string of 4-10-8 letter words uttered in
the nastiest and loudest tone possible.
Additionally I have always made a point
of telling my government and contractor
friends that in my opinion, CO2 ig the

ultimate victory of style over substance
because it can be so0 easily misinterpreted
as teaching: “Don’t discipline the person
wbo habitually commits acis of gross
mis-, mal-, or non-feasance; hut do disci-
pline the person who gets so angry at
these acts that he or she finally loses his
or her temper.”

Anyway, it was Tuesday around 8
a.m. and I had been up since 1 trying to
figure out where our system test of an
SB70020 rewrite was having problems.

I went into the coffee room to get a
cup of coffee; and because I was trying

See Consideration on page 11

Military retirement event memorable

reached for that familiar light blue

shirt with contrasting dark bive

trousers, the ones not unlike those 1
had reached for on most momings for the
past 20 years and seven months. This
morming I also added my matching dark
blue tie and the coat gamnished with
medals, ribbons, rank and U.S. insignia
that normally siayed hidden in a zippered
garment bag, Still nothing too out of the
ordinary, it was certainly an outfit I had
worn before, but somehow this time
would it would be different. For this
would be my last official function as an
active duty officer in the Air Force. It

would be a day I had looked forward to
and dreaded all at the same time; it
would be my reticement day.

It was a warm, humid Georgia mom-
ing and dawn was barely breaking as 1
straitved to grab one last glimpse of my
family and girlfriend through the window
of the bus. We pulled out of the
recruiier’s parking lot and I was whisked
down I-85 to the Atlania Military
Entrance Processing Station. Before I
realized what was happening, I found
myself standing in the even greater

See Retlrement on page 11
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Military Personnel family gets modern home near troops

Open house set Apnil 11
at office’s new location

By SSgt. SHARON McBRIDE
Staff writer
sharon.mchride @ redstone.army.mif

The Military Personnel Office, formerly near the Red-
stone Fitness Center on Patton Road, has moved to
Roadrunner Road, buiidings 3493 and 3494,

*“The old building was dilapidated and beyond
repair,” Eather Moore, chief of personnel services
branch, said. “Over here we have more”space, and the
building is cleaner and more modem.”

MILPO is in what nsed to be the Dental Clinic. The
clinic moved into Fox Army Health Center last year.

“Right now it can be a little inconvenient for our cus-
tomers until they find where we are located,” Moore
said. “But they will find we are now easier to get t0.”

MILPO is now directly across from the Thrift Shop
and adjacent fo the Military Clothing and Sales parking
lot.

The new location is ideal for the hundreds of trainees
that attend school on the Arsenal, Moore said.

“They no longer have to cross Patton Road to get to
us,” she said. “They have 10 march; and at certain times
of the day, traffic on that road can be a chailenge.”

Besides convenience for MILPO customers, inciud-
ing shudents, active duty soldiers, retirces and their
dependents, the move helped improve the morale of the
staff, Moore said.

“We no longer have to deal with old, musty smelis or
worrying about the roof caving in,” Sarah Trial, MILPO
officers records techniciar, satd.

An open house i8 scheduled for April 11 from 10:30
amm. to 2 p.m. Everyone is invited to atlend and take a
tour of the facility.

“There will be finger foods and punch so come
enjoy,” Trial said. “Come and eat and enjoy some time
with the MILPO family.”

Phato by SSgt. Sharon McBride
MOVING ON UP-— From leff are Sarah Trial, officers records technicien; Esther Moore, chlef of personnel
soervices branch; and SFC Lolsthia Gordon, military personnel NCO-in-charge. The Military Perscnnel Office
has moved to Roadrunner Road, directly across from the Thrift Shop. An open house is acheduied April 11
from 10:30 e.m. to 2 p.m.

Photo bry Skap Vaughn
ORIENTATION FLIGHT— Maj, Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander of AMCOM and
Redstone Arsenal, receives a briefing Fridsy before an orlentation {light in an AH- - L - : ; -
64A Apeche. The pilot, Maj. Rob Johnston, flew the helicopter Thursday from Fort Fhoto by Skip Yaughn
Eustis, Va., along with co-pilot/gunner CWO 5 Craig Ernst, After the one-hour orl- . LIFTOFF— The AH-64A Apache, piloted by Maj. Rob Johnaton of Fort Eustls, in
entation Hight, they refusied-atRedetons Alrfieid before faturning to thé Aviation baok éeat,‘lifta off from the Sperkinan &mﬁf M‘PF‘I on, an orientation flight'for
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Fund-raising events on tap to benefit Army Emergency Relief

Program has assisted 105
people locally with more
than $92,000 since January

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer
scenavr@ fitimes.coum

Upon request Kristi Foster, Army
Emergency Relief officer, puiled the
most current stats from her computer
concerning soldiers helped through
AER this year.

“From January to today (March 27
at 10:30 a.m.), we've had 102 assists,”
Foster said. “Last year from January
through March we assisted 85. So
we're up 17 so far this year with two
soldiers wailing in the lobby right
now."”

By the end of the day, the count was
up to LOS assists totaling $92,932.32 in
interest-free loans and grants.

“Life is unprediciable somelimes,”
Caps. Joseph Davis, commander of
Headquarters and Alpha Company,
832nd Ordoance Baualion, said. “I
don’t have the exact count bere but 1
know that over the lasi two years I've
had easily 30 or more soldiers who've
gotten help from AER.”

Reguests include anything from
travel money for a soldier to return
home in time of eniergency to money
for a car repair.

“If be’s a junior soldier with a fam-
ily and only one car and it breaks
down, gewing it repaired is very
important,” Davis said. “AER loaus
can help.”

And what about the soldier just
coming iMo the Anmy or for someone
reluming after having been out a few
years? There's a gap in lime between
their last civilian paycheck and their
first Army check. Somne soldiers need a
litle heip until that first check arrives.

No matter what the situation, every
request is evaluated by the soldier’s
chain of commund 1o assure that it's a

Camite 102
1359 OLD MOXNROVIA ROAD 430-0770

475x AUDITORIUMS

STADIUM

SEATII\IE

IVALL ALUINTORILMS

Prices for

military only
$6.00 after

6 pm!

e T

legitimate need. “It's always based on
taking care of the soldier and what’s
best for the soldier,” Davis said.

Soldiers, however, are not the only
beneficiaries of AER. Widows and
retirees are also eligible for assistance
through the program. Some of those
105 assisis this year have been wid-
Ows.

“This is a good program,” Davis
said. “A necessary one. You never
know when something is going to hap-
pen ang you're going lo necd some
help, or wheu your buddy may need
AER. Wouldn't it make you feel good
to know you contrihuted?”

Campaign contributions as of
March 27 were $14.508. The goal is
$£50,000.

During the campaign, March 1 to
May 15, every active duty soldier
should be contacied and offered the
opportunity to contribute. Civilians
can’t be solicited but donations are
welcome, either direcily or through the
suppert and organization of fund-rats-
ers.

There is always someone “waiting
in the lobby.”

Photo by Sandy Rebeling
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS— Capl. Joseph Davis, Headquarters and Alpha Company,
832nd Ordnance Batalion, right, talks with Sgt. Chris Shuffitt, operations sergeant,
about giving every soldier in the unit the opportunity to contribute to the Army Emer-
gency Relief fund.

Variety of activities planned for AER

" “The Bollowing Is a list ‘of planned fd-ralsing events ﬂ'orAER.

. Tharsday - Bwl&lbnat IMRIMIAM& from: 1-4:pm Clmslall-lowa:d a’mm .
April 11 — &ar wash arid bake sale in the parking lot of tuilding 5301 froin 9 . !0230pm. : 1
: -Am'il 15-29 — huok sale In building 53!!) second floor (Command Analysis Dlreclorau). from ll 30 a.m. o T “p.mtor dona-

s DeShannOannh 342-9!44

Aprtl 24 — wmmmpanﬁrghrofmudmgsmﬁnmlﬁmmmmopm
. Aprfl 28 ~bake sale nt the Military Personnel building 3494 mdap&mlsaleal&eSparhmnCmta
- April 27 <band concert at the Rustic:Lodge.
Ap;rll 30.—=RASA Fun Day at building 4488 from 10 a,a. m2p mn .
i, l—P@ﬁunﬁWall at the Sparkman, Center at Ip.m..lcﬂle MayﬁcWﬁ
\;Mny?’ — IMMC golf tournament at the Redstone Golf Coarse at 8:30 am., RunWhllonWBGm'NadmeMandcrsonSﬂ-

0¥

n&,& oelebmycarwuhallh:AAFESmﬁnmﬂn.m.inlSOpm
Anymnmureeledm orgauﬁ:@ggn event, cailfnml’mcr m876-539?
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Reserve unit famllles get early start on possmle activation
L]

Chemical battalion spouses
begin family support group

By SSgi. SHARON McBRIDE
Staff writer
sharon.mohride@ redstone armymil

Helping soldiers and their families pre-
pare for ibe unexpected — that’s what an
Amy family support group is all about,
according to Ann Owens of Army Com-
munily Service.

“Family snpport groups are mainslays
for all active duty units,” Owens said.
That's not always the case for Reserve or
National Guard units. Because Reserve
units traditionally drill only one weekend
a month and two weeks out of the year,
starting a family suppont group within
such units can be a challenge,

But the 4th Chemical Batialion/100th
Regimemt within the 3rd Brigade/1001h
Division, an Ammy Reserve unit with sev-
eral soldiers serving on Redstone, is lead-
ing the way in staniing a family suppont
group before the need anses.

“This unit is not waiting to be activat-
ed hefore thinking abowt a family suppon
group,” Owens said. And since Sept. 11,
more and more Reserve and National
Guard units are being called to serve full
timme.,

Once activated, Reserve and National
Guard soldiers and their dependents are

ii - 1.9‘; 5y
tho by SSgi Sharon McBrida

GETTING READY— The 4th Chemical Battallon/100th Regiment within the 3rd
Brigade/100th Division, an Army Reserve unit with several soldiers serving at
Redsione, is starting a famlly support group before the need arises. From left
Brenda Parry, wife of CSM John Parry, and Denny Dalton, wife of 1st Lt, Garry
Dalton, get famlily support group videos from Ann Owens at Army Communily

Service.

eligihle for thc same benefits as their
active duty counferparts. That’s a fact that
many don’t always know. “That’s where
the fawmily support groups come in,”
Owens said. "To educate and inform.”
Brenda Parry, wife of CSM John Parry,

and Denny Dallon, wife of 1st Li. Garry
Dalton, have taken the first steps in get-
ting a group started for the 4th/1001h.
The 4th/100th has members in Ken-
tucky, Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and
Tennessee and is basically responsihle for

instructing other Reserve and National
Guard unils who have been activated in
the nuclear, biological and chemical
arena.

“We make sure everyone is trained and
ready 1o go,” CSM Parry said. “"That's our
peacelime mission. Bul we know because
of Sept. 1l anything can change. With
Homeland Defense in effect we see our
National Guard and Reserves are playing
a more active role.”

“We have family members spread oul
over five states,” Dalton said. “So right
now we areé just irying to pul inforination
oul, and hopefully we will start meeting
on a more formal basis.”

“Some family meinbers might think,
*my soldier won't get aclivated.” Owens
said. “Bul you can never know for sure,
and since Sept. 11 it's wise for ail units 1o
have some type of program in place.”

Family suppon groups help with finan-
cial planning, Jegal matlers, maintenance
issues, issues in taking care of children,
and any kind of emergency that familics
might have while their soldiers are away.
And for the 4th/100th, taking care of their
families is a priority.

"We wanl our familics and soldiers to
know that we can help them in figuring
out where to go and who to call if the
need arises,” Brenda Parry said. “We're
nol waiting to start getting the ball
rotfing.”

17400Y noIspay ayl ¢ IAvg

TACTICAL

Hosted by the Redstone-Huntsville (AL) Chapter
of the Association of the United States Army

4th Annual Tactical Missiles Conference
“Progress Toward the Objective Force Vision”

Join us on Wednesday, April 24, 2002,

There will also be an optional golf outing on Tuesday

at the Huncsville Hilton Hotel for a day full of prominent presenters
who will address the real progress achieved in the missile arena

This is a must-attend event for all defense industry representatives

as well as an icebreaker that evening

Don't miss this opportunity — call J.P. Tardy at 256-882-1234
or cmail ausatacms|@hats.org today for more information

--------
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Equal opportumty adviser serves as commander’s eyes and ears’

EEQ Office soldier
arrives from Korea

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip. vaughn @ redstone.army.mil

The newest addition lo the Equal
Employment Opportunity Office is a sol-
dier who just retumed to the stales from
Korea.

SFC Adriano Vasquez succeeds retiring
SFC Annie Bryani as the equal opportunity
adviser, the office’s military member.
Vasquez served Lhe same role the past two
years for U.S. Army Support Activity Area
HI at Camp Humphreys in Pyonlaek, Korea,

“We (as eqgual opporlunity advisers)
are change agents,” Vasquez, 41, from
New York City, said. “Change agents are
people that help individuals see how
actions impact on other individuals
whether they be posilive actions or nega-
tive actions. I'm the eyes and ears for the
commander. I'm just somebody who basi-
cally sces what’s going on, hears what's
going on and tries to give the commander
the information required to implement the
Army's directive to treat everybody under
its umbrella with dignity and respect.

“The EEQ prograin encompasses mak-
ing sure that everybody is judged basical-
ly on merit, fitness and capabilities,” he
added.

A graduate of the Defense Equal
Opportunity Management Inslifute,
Vazquez entered the Army in May 1984,
He received an associate degree in busi-
ness management from the University of
Maryland in 200i. Vasquez altends
Columbia College toward eaming a bach-
elor’s degree in business management
from Maryland; and his goal iz finishing
in September.

Vazquez compleled basic training at
Fonl Jackson, S.C., and then advanced
individual training for adminisirative spe-
cialist. He finished airborne school and
was assigned to the 82nd Airborme Divi-
sion at Forl Bragg, N.C. That was fol-
lowed by six years in Korea. Next he was
assigned to the §9th MP Brigade at Fort
Hood, Texas, and deployed with that unit
to Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War, Afier
returning to the states, he was assigned
again to Korca. He retumed 1o Fonl Jack-
son and served as a drill sergeant from
1997-99 before another tour in Korea.

His son, Adrian, and daughter, Marie,
are 7-year-old twing. His hobbies include
reading, fishing, mantial arts, horseback
riding, hunting and “any ouildoors kind of
stuff.” He belongs to HHC AMCOM.

“My goal is just to assist the com-
mander in ensuring that we have an envi-
ronnent that’s free of any discriminatory
practices based on any of the protected
categories,” Vasquez said.

Mabile Desk Top Only "699

The Best Deskiop Replacement S-ohnm with Internet, Network,
Multimedia Ready

SIS630ST chipsat, GigaPro CPU 100/133MHz FSB,
24x CD-ROM, 128M8 sdram, 14.1 TET, 10GB hard drive ...

Check our web site for more info hitp=/fwww.cmicomputer.com

CableMart Inc.
Computer Hardware importer & Distributor Gov't/ MPAC Credit Cards Accepted
256-T72-7563 BPA Listed
9582 Madison Bivd. Sis 1 & 3 Madizon CCR Registersd
salesEomicompiiercom a

Pholo by Siap Vaughn

DOING RESEARCH— SFC Adriano Vasquez Is the aqual opportunity adviser in
the Equal Employment Opporiunity Office.
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DEVELOPMENT

The Unlilveraity of Alabama In Huntsville

[ Certificate Programsi/Series |

Baeic Oracle Database Admin - BEGINS APRA. 1
Linux - BEGINS APRIL 22

Java Developer - BEGINS MAY 7

Basic Contract Management - MAY 13- 17
Systema Enginesring - BEGINS MAY 22

C Programming - BEGINS JUNE 3

Neotwork Managemenit - BEGINS JUNE 4

High Performance Supervision - JUNE 17 - 21

Shawn Hasreg' Phaoto Lab

West Point briefing

Capt. Clifford Hodges, West Point admisslons officer, addresses soldiers here at
a breakiast March 22 in the Offlcers and Civillans Club.
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[ Computer Training |

REGISTER NOW BY PHONE OR WEB!
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proud 1o announce the second annual
Army Times Soldier of the Year Award.

address, commercial phone number and e-
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. My 13-23 » M-Th » 5-820pm = 21020100N
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House, Arny Times will honor the sol-  your nominee's current unit commander’s Oracle i - May 22-Jun 10 - M8W  5-9pm - 21020127N
dier who best embodies the finest guali- name, address and commercial phone mm P e g

ties of the men and women serving in
today’s Army.

number; in 300 words or so, please
describe why you feel your nominee

Networking Fundamentals
TMMHWQHWQEW
Advanced Java Programming

Junt 4-20 » TATA » 5:30-8:30pm » 21020563N

. Jum 11 = T » Bam-4-30pm « 21020516M
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The award is designed 10 recognize a  deserves this award — nothing fancy, just Enterprise Weh Portal with Oracle Jum 11-dy 18 + T&Th « 530-9.30pm « 21020576
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Army, one whose efforts unselfishly and  for nominations is April 12 N ol ey ok S 1o A 11 ThTh &% Z5CRRS

consistently go above and beyond the
call of duty a1 a ceremony on Capitol
Hill. Maybe this soldier is someone who
jumped in to help out in a desperate sit-

Nominations may be senl: online to
www.armylimes.com/soldicr; e-mail to
soldier@ armytimes.com; mail o Soldier
of the Year Award, Army Times, 6883

Visual C++ for the Windows OS
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PMP Examination Review
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Modernization talk

Jim Flinn, deputy to the commanding ganeral of AMCOM, delivers a “Logistics
Modemization” presentation at tha March luncheon for Soclety of Logiatica Engi-
nesrs. SOLE provides an opportunity to meet leadera in the defense logistics
community and become aware of the challenges facing logisticlana today. For
more Information on the group call Emma Louise Cooper, vice chairman for
administration, at 855-9789.

Life is full of §

choices...

For nearly 40 years, Raymond
James Financial Services has
been listening to investor
concerns and providing the

solutions that help make
retirement goals a reality.

INvESTOR'S
ReEsouRrce

Earox Py amm Fin Sy

Shar Moxley Burnum
Certified Financial Planner

¢ Early Out Decisions
(256)772-4646

¢ Independent Investment Advice
Securities Offered Exclusively Through

RAYMOND JAMES

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC
Member NASD/SIPC
190 Lime Quarry Rd. Suite #120
Madison, AL 35758

* Thrift Savings Plan Expertise

¢ Retirement Projections

WWW.INVIe20Urce, com

B General 5ays workers should focus on force protection

Expertise

continued from page 1

So command officials have to think
actively about replacements and aboul
building a work force for the future,
according 1o Dodgen. “And you're going
1o have to talk about bringing young folks
in,” he said.

“In addition the Army is going through
wransformation. We're going to have to
bring in more skills,” Dodgen said. “So in
addition to revitalizing the work force,
there's going to be some training. And
that's going to take some thought and
some effort to bring in the right people.”

A revilalization program will be
unveiled at a fiure town hall meeting.
Dodgen said the changes will be as seam-
less as the QDR cuts, with peopie making
voluntary decisions. The work force will
be kept informed. “It's a concern for
everybody and I don't think we should be
surprising the work force,” Dodgen
added.

Decisions withini the next year “will
determine if Huntsville, AMCOM, will
retain the level of technical superiority
we've had and grown accustomed 10 over
the last 50 years now.”

Dodgen said he continues to be
impressed by the AMCOM work force.
“What amazes me more and more as we
work issues is the immense amount of tal-
ent in the command. There are a lot of
capabie people here. They're very sup-
portive of the soldier in the field. Quite
frankly I have met less than 10 percent of
the work force, but the 10 percent I've
me! is top-noich in every regard. I'm very
confident in this particular work force and
how well we're organized.”

But he also sees room for iinprove-
ment. He mentioned a need for more part-
nerships with the people the command
works with including the program execu-
tive offices, the folks in the field who
receive support, the fellow agencies in the
Army Materie]l Command, and contrac-
tors.

*I would say the way ahead is not to
work issues in a vacuum,” Dodgen said.
“Work issues with partners.”

Upon essuming command Sept. 10,
Dodgen said his initiai goal was 1o see
how the command does its work. More
than half a year later, he has drawn a con-
clusion about its present and future,

"I think things work very well here.
But while we're very well postured for
today, that doesn’t mean we're postured
for the future,” he said. “The Ammy's
going through transformation to a force
for the future. And I think the logistical
base will have to be transformed in con-
junction with the Army. They'll have to
become more responsive and the logisti-
cal imprint we put on the baitlefield will
have to become smaller. The way we do
that is better management technigues at
our level, much better partnerships with
contractars, and maybe thinking of ways

this logistical process will have 1o be sori-
ed through.”

With changes under way Ammywide,
some AMCOM workers have expressed
concern about their job security. Dodgen
said they should not be worried.

] think the future of Huntsville and
Redstone is very bright,” he said, “The
Armysmorgamung.llsameamtoﬁnd

the optimum infegration that will serve
the Army the best to ensure that our fund-
ing is very effectively spent. For the most
part they're all reorganizations that will
not affect the places where people work.
They're reorganizations that will affect
mostly the people that you work with. So
I don't see many relocations.”

A move toward regional management
of Army installations is part of the trans-
formation process. Seven fsegions will
oversee installation management in an
effort to streamline bureaucracy. Under
the new structure, gamrison commanders
will have more authonity over funding,
resources and their people, according to
the Army. Redstone Arsenal is part of the
Southeast region at Fort McPherson, Ga.,
under this struciure to begin in Oclober.

“I’d had concerns originally because I
was afraid the garrison would be drawn
more toward regionalization than serving
the men and women who live and work
here,” Dodgen said. "But after reviewing
the plan, those concerns were unfounded
on my part. I think you'll see better serv-
ice — maybe not here at Redstone because
the service is already superb — but across
the Amny. So I'm very comfortable with
regionalization.”

Members of the work force should
continue t0 be focused on force protec-
tion, according to the commanding gener-
al, “We're still in a war. There are still bad
actors in this world. And just by cbserva-
tion, we all have a part 1o play,” he said.
“And I certainly appreciate the patience
that everybody has shown since Sept.
Iith. A big part of that has been our
National Guardsmen (activaled from a
Cullman-based unit to serve as gate
guards). Kudos 1o them and to all in the
security force here at Redstone. The sec-
ond thing is the work force for AMCOM

in particular, and that extends lo the

PEQs, needs to ensure the soldiers in
harm’s way have everything they need to
get their job done.”

Dodgen sees a confinuing vital role for
AMCOM and Redstone, with plenty of
room for growth. But the command must
also be ready for the future.

“We have 1o continue to maintain the
level of the work force that will serve the
future here st AMCOM,” he said. “If |
were [o tell the work force one thing:
Before you get ready to retire and get your
just rewards for a great career, think about
who's going to lake your place.

“We're happy to be here,” Dodgen
said. "It's a great command, it's a great
place to live and work, filled with great
peaple. And I just come to work and love
to meet somebody new everyday.”



Army in action

Sentinel

Rperr: System serving overseas Systems for the field
4 in addition lo stateside Part 6 of series
By SANDY RIEBELING _ Lk
Seaff writer the Linebacker, to provide an air picture

sandvr@hrimes.com

There's no flying “under the radar
when the Army’s Sentinel is on the job.
Detecting low-flying threats is precisely
whal it’s designed 1o do.

“The Sentinel ‘sees’ from the ground
up, under what mosi other radars can
detect,” Lt. Col. David Cook, product
manager, Sentinel Product Office, said.

The radar was one of the first assels 1o
be deployed to Afghanistan not only for
its unique ability to provide low-level
search in mountainous terrain but also
because it’s easily deployed. Right now
the system is deployed in support of sev-
eral conlingency missions including
Bosnia and Kosovo as well as stateside
missions for Homeland Defense.

Sentinel is a three-dimensional radar
used (o automatically detect, track, classi-
fy, identify and report airborne threals
including fixed wing, rotary aircrafi,
cruise missiles and unmanned aerial vehi-
cles. Traditionally the Sentinel works with
the Avenger, Stinger (manporiables) and

Courtesy photo
EYE IN THE SKY— The Army’s Sentinel radar provides a 3-D picture of alrspace
low to the ground to delect, track, clasaify, Identity and report low flylng airbome
threata that other radars can‘t see.

You have the Right:

o To a competitive sala

* To a well-defined career jmrﬁ

* To a comprehansive an benefits package.
* To equal or betrer benefits with your new company,
* To work for a 'real’ company,

* To continue learning, improving and growing throughout their career.
o To a smooth transition to the new contractor.
* To know exactly what is expected of them and how their performance will be evaluared.
'Inmmﬁma-gyéywsbuﬂm their accrued feave just becanse they change companies.
o Key contributors to ESA's success deserve to share in compamy profits.

SAIC

of the batttlefield.

Sentinel also works with other radars,
both military and civilian, a8 a means 1o
“complete™ an air pichure. Federal Avia-
tion Administration radars can view up
and out great distances but don’t pick up
low flying aircraft. Sentinel has an acqui-
sition range of about 40 kilometers from
the ground to about 6,000 feet.

Two Sentinel radars were used, along
wilh military and FAA radars, in safe-
guarding the airspace around Salt Lake
City during the Winter Olympics.

“More than 30 flights were detecied
entering the no-fly zone around Sah Lake
City,” Cook said. “The radar was able 1o
cue Air Force (aircraft) and Black Hawks
which intercepted or rerouted the flights.”

Providing support to the units for con-
tingency missions, whether at home or
abroad, is the No.1 priority for the product
office, managed under the Short Range
Air Defense Project Office.

“This siaff does an outstanding job,”

See Radar on page 10
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HHC 59th soldiers top competition for postwide honors

NCO of Quanter,
Soldier of Month
belong lo brigade

By $SgL. SHARON McBRIDE
Seaff writer
sharonmcbride @ redstone.army.mii

Soldiers from HHC 5%h Onrdnance
Brigade made a clean sweep in the latest
Redstone NCO of the Quarter and Soldier
of the Month competitions,

Sgt. Ronald Steele won NCO of the
Quarter for the third quarter, and Pwi.
Loniel Greene is the Soldier of the Month
for March, The results were announced
during a March 21 luncheon at the Offi-
cers and Civilians Club.

hope

L»’[SH

800-722-WISH » wuww.wish.org

sfrength | Joy .

“Early in my Army career I didn't want
1o be an NCO," Steele said. “But at my
last duty station my supervisor set me
down and talked to me. He said as long as
I was going to be in the Army I might as
well excel. I took what he zaid and ran
with i."”

Steele enlisied in the Army as a 71L or
administrative specialist. He currently
works as the brigade's personnel service
eergeant. He said he decided to join the
Amny because he had nothing befter to do.

“After high school I was doing noth-
ing,” he said. “I was just sifting around. A
lot of my friends were getting into trou-
ble.” Steele grew up in Moss Point, Miss.,
under the supervision of his grandmother,
Louite Waxton. He has been in the Army

for four years.

Share the power of a wish"

a U5 parlicipunt

*“1 like everything about the Army from
the time I get up to the time I go to bed,”
be said.

Steele is preparing for the NCO of the

going to refresh my training on land nav-
igation and spending extra time at the
gym to pump up my score on my PT test,”
he said,

Year competition by reviewing regula-

tions and his own study guide. “I'm also See Honors on page 14

Photo by SSgt. Shamn McBr
NCO OF THE QUARTER—-- Sgt. Ronald Steele of HHC 58th talks with another sol-
dier in brigade personnel. Steele wae named NCO of the Quarter for the third
quarter,

This program has been made possible by grants from the Alabama
= 1 Staie Council on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Asts.

Gaetano Donizetti

April 11,12, 2nd
13,2002

7:30 PM.
Von Braun Center
Playhouse

3 Performances Onby!!
Tickets - $15, $20, $25 or $30
For Tickets or Information
Call 881-4796

Nina Alspaugh - Artistic Director
Designed & Directed by E
Kcvin R. Alxpaugh B

Vitlar Pun Weimann - Conducior
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M Fielding of three-dimensional radar began in 1997
Radar responsible for supply and delivery of

spares to the units.
continued from page 9 The system consisis of a Humvee

equipped with GPS and communication
equipment that pulls a trailer with the
X-band radar and generator for power.
It can be transported by UH-60 and
CH-47 helicopters and a C-130 air-
plane.

Sentinel fielding began in 1997 and is
expected to complete fielding for 140 sys-
tems (o aclive and National Guard units
by the end of this year The current
requirement is for 228 systems at a cost of
nearly $3 million each.

Cook said. “When I asked for volunieers
to support the system (in Afghanistan),
men and women in the office stepped up
and offered to go.”

Improving unit readiness rates and
reducing life cycle costs is another priori-
ty. To that end, the product office is tran-
sitioning from a cost to a fixed price con-
tract with the prime (Raytheon) that offers
incentive fees linked to how well require-
meni raies are me!. The coniractor is also

LASIK

Are You a
Candidate?

LASIK Open House
Thursday = April 11 * 5:30 pm

Offers 15% discount to BCBS Federal Employces

EshfeCentel‘ 256-705-3955 or 800-233-9083
o~

Chariea Woods, M.D.

401 Meridian Street, Suite 200
Huntsvllle. AL 35801
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M Diplomatic appro'ach defuses prc;blem

Consideration

continued from page 2

to pull some test reports logether fora 10
a.m. meeting, I did not stop to make a
fresh pot even though there was almost
nothing lefi. (There were two other full
pots.)

A gentleman who walked in behind
me saw what I had done and said in an
aggrieved tone: “Aren’t you going to
make another pot”" I answered “No”
and walked oul, whereupon he said
*What an a——" loud enough for a
lady in the coffee room (o hear.

I was going lo ignore this comment,
but then I realized - “Wait a second;
CO2 is on my side this time.”

Se I went back into the room and
politely inquired of the gentleman who
his CO2 officer was, pointing oul lo him
that he not only had used an unaccept-

able profanity, but had done so in front
of a member of the sex which tends to be
less forgiving about such things.

Well, this guy's face went pale and be
immediately said “No, I didn’t say that
— [ said “What a jerk!"” To which the
lady in the room said, “No [ think you
said something stronger than that.”

Anyway, I let the guy off the hook by
saying that I really wasn't offended and
that I wished it was 10 years ago so we
could go seitle the matter on the lawn
behind 5678, but that COZ is CO2 so he
ought to watch his step.

But the point is: If C02 awareness
hadn't increased, I wouidn't have
thought to handle the problem this way,
and he wouidn’t have reacted by realiz-
ing he had seriously emred behaviorally.

Anybody remember the movie
“Clockwork Orange”?

David Halltsky

contractor CST

B Formal ceremony brings closure

Retirement

continued from page 2

humidity and heat of San Anlonio, Texas,
with the distinctive bark of a Mililary
Training Instructor firing off commands
that didn't seem to register right away.
“Pick ‘em up! Put ‘em down! Pick ‘em
up! Put ‘em down!” This barrage of
thunderous, guttural instructions contin-
ued until the 40 or so “Rainbows™ (as we
were referred 10 because of our varied
civilian attire) finally figured out we
were supposed to be picking up and put-
ting back down our luggage in unison. It
was my first 1aste of what being part of a
teamn was going 1o be all about. And fike
that, my military career was under way.

I survived basic training and made it
to my technical training school where I
would leamn to repair aircraft radio equip-
ment. It wag at Keesler Air Force Base
near the Gulf of Mexico in Biloxi, Miss.
Aren't there any locations in the Air
Force that reach a normal temperature?
Is this what I have to lock forward to for
the four years I signed up 10 serve? Evi-
dently so. After tech school, I found out
my first agsignment wouid be Moody Air
Force Base in Valdosta, Ga. — more
humidity but this lime complete with
gnats and mosquitoes. During that
assignmeni my girlfriend (Lisa) became
my wife of nearly 18 years now and I
made a decision that would play a major
part in determining our future. I re~ list-
ed for a second term.

Back to Keesler I went, but this time I
was on the other side of the fence; I was
going to help shape the future of my Air
Force as an electronics and communica-
lions systems instructor. The months
grew inlo years and I found myself going
to night school as I sirived 10 meet my
goal of eaming an Air Force commission
someday. That day soon came true in
1987. Upon returning from “chow,” |
was nolified the commander was on his

way 1o see me and I shoult sty put until~ -

he arrived. What did I do now? Did
someone rat me out for making a “Cali-
fornia stop™ at that intersection this
morning? A crowd was gathered in my
office area as Lt Col Whaylen walked in
and singled me out of the crowd. “Staff
Sgt. Kaufman, the Air Force has deter-
mined you are no longer needed in the
enlisted ranks.” [ could feel the lump
forming in my throat. *You have been
selected to attend Officer Training
School. Congratulations!” For a while |
was in a state of shock, but I scon got a
grip on reality. It’s back to San Antonio
for three more months of humidity!
Following a rigorous 12 weeks of
training, physical and mental endurance,
high pressure, crealive time management,
and separation from my family, I emerged
a brand new second lieutenant. Surely the
Air Force would see to it that I be
assigned a little further from the equator
this time. Lowry Air Force Base in Den-
ver, Colo., is where I would atfend the
final class beld for Air Force Munitions
Officers (affectionately known as “B.B.
Stackers™) before the course moved to
Nlinois. Finally, I found myself in the
midsi of mild weather (it was spring-
time), breathiaking scenery, and a whole
new chapter in my Air Force career,
From there, I was sent just two hours
north to EE. Warren AFB in Cheyenne,
Wyo., where I'd sport my shiny new
“butter bars” and eventually grow into a
young officer and serve as a steward for a
portion of America’s nuclear deterrent
arsenal of ICBMs. From one extreme 1o
the other, my next assignment landed me
on the tiny island of Guam where I was
placed in charge of the second largest
stockpile of conventional munitions in the
Pacific theatre. Weathering several
typboons and a massive 8.1 earthquake, I
was released from my tour seven months
early to attend cross training into the con-
tracting career field through the Air
Force's Education With Indusiry Pro-
gram. It was an opportunity that only 23

-otherofficers inthe Air Foree were- -~

B Class of 1967 retums to Fort Berining alma méter

Brothers

conlinued from page 1

friendships and share memories.

“It was great to see everyone again,”
Usher said. “I thought all of them looked
really old. Of course, I hadn’t aged in my
own mind. We got reacquainted, telling
old war slories and lying about our
exploits. We picked up right where we left
off 35 years ago.”

During a memorial dedication, the
group unveiled a 450-pound granite mon-
ument listing the names and dates of death
for their 12 brothers killed in action.

“They played Taps as the names were
read,” Usher said. “There wasn’t a dry eye
anywhere by the time they were done.”

When Usber e-mailed everyone about
the possibility of buying a monument io
place at Fort Benning, donations poured
in, more than enough to pay for it. Usher
had it made locally and carried it to the
reunion,

In addition to the memorial dedication,
reunion aclivities included a visit to the
barracks they shared during 1966-67 and

a tour of the Infantry OCS Hall of Fame -

where two of the graduates are honored.
The group socialized at a mixer at the
hotel and a dinner at the Officers Club on

et id

post, sharing hundreds of pictures that
individuals brought with them.

“The walls were covered with pictures
from the old days,” Usher said. “Some
were so graphic we had to take them
dowmn. It just wasn't something you want-
ed the ladies to see.”

But the reunion was as much for the
families as it was for the soldiers. Seeing
the pictures and hearing war stories about
their loved ones helped the wives and
children make sense of it all as well.

“A lot of the guys wbo survived Viet-
nam didn’t talk about it afterwards,”
Usher said. *It was something they had to
close off and put away so they could go
on with life. It wasn't something they
shared with their families, until now.”

Of the 169 graduates from the 52nd
Company, 123 are accounied for as well
as six of the eight cadre. In addition to
those who died in Vienam, 12 died in
civilian life. This leaves 46 graduates and
two cadre unaccounted for. In keeping
with one of this country’s greatest mililary
traditions to never leave a man behind, the
group has pledged to continue their search
until the whercabouts of the last man is
known.

The 52nd OCS company will hold
their nexi reanion in Washington, D.C. in
March 2004,

selected for that year. I would relurn to
Duluth, Ga,, and leamn the defense con-
tracting business while spending 10
months assigned to Rockwell Corpora-
tion's Tactical Missile Division. Next it
was onto Hanscom AFB just outside of
Boston where [ would put the knowledge
I gained to work in the procurement of
radar systems and mission planning hard-
ware. My career was reaching its end,
but with just reaching my [8th year in
service, there was still time for one more
reassignment. This time to, of all places,
an Army post! Yes, Redsione Arsenal was
my new home as I joined the Defense
Contract Management Agency where I'd
be responsible for administering contracts
for all the military services and even
NASA. The exciternent wasn't over
though. During my three and a half years
with this joint agency, [ was ordered to
serve a six-month tour of duty in the
Balkans supponriing the continuing Bosn-
ian peacekeeping mission — an eye
opening experience as to how forlunate
we are to have the freedoms and liberties
that are inherent in our great nation.

As [ stood ready hehind Maj. Gen.
Dodgen, waiting to march on (o center
slage and receive the honors of a military
career successfully completed, Lee
Greenwood's melody resonated in my
ear. With the band playing “I'm proud to
be an American,” I could feel the goose
bumps rising on my skin and the tears
welling in my eyes. This is it; I'm really
there now. All the sweat, hard work, sep-
aralions from my wife and 1wo sons, the
many sacrifices of long hours and com-
mitment to duty were coming down to

‘lhis short but very dignified tribute to me . . .
and the 7R Aty Werbdnr officers’]

would stand 1all and accept retirement
honors with. General Dodgen delivered
an arliculate summary of the service we
gave 10 our couniry, presented several
items to symbolize our faithful devotion
10 our respective branches, pinned each
of us with one final medal 1o add to our
uniforms, and honored our devoted fami-
lies for sticking by us as we did our duty
for the nation. As I panned the crowd
seeing the pride in my parents’ face, the
awestruck lock of my eldest son Demick,
the nods of approval from friends and
co-workers, I knew at that moment I
made a wise decision to panticipate in
this formal retirement ceremony. Going
through the formalities brought full and
complete closure 1o this period of my life
and helped allow me to reflect on my
accomplishments. It also showed me that
I didn’t get bere alone. The support of
my family, friends, associates, those that
have worked for ine and those I have
worked for, all played an integral part in
making me the person [ am today.

So when your day comes (and eventu-
ally it will), remember you've spent the
belter part of your life giving your best
to the service of this great country. Take
advantage of allowing lhe country to
honor your dedication by recognizing
your service 1o her. The staff at Redstone
Arsenal did a first class job ensuring my
passing from the ranks of the military to
that of a civilian was dignified and pro-
fessional. I salute Maj. Gen. Dodgen,
CSM Johnson, MSgt. Lowe, and all of
the men and women who played a part in
making my final day in a military uni-
form one of my most memorable ones!
Cralg Kaufman
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Sept. 11 terrorism strikes chord W|th country songwriter

Will Clements pians 1o donate
profits from patriolic song
to New York police, firemen

By JIM BOWNE
For the Rocket

“I’'m old fashioned, flag waving, love
my country, and damn proud of it.” That’s
how Will Clemenis unabashedly describes
himself. Painotic.

All of us remember what happened to
our country Sept. 11, and probably none
of us will ever forget. But few of us will
ever wrile and publish a song about it.

However, moved by the tragedy of
Sept. 11, “Statue of Liberty" is the latest
in a leng list of songs writlen by
Clements, who works for Test Measure-
ment and Diagnostic Equipment. He
wrote his first song when he was 14. He's
played clubs since he was 18. And he's
wrilten “about 100 songs.”

Clements started wriling “Statue of
Liberty” in early November, a few weeks
after the terrorist altacks on America.

“They struck my country,” Clements
said. “As I watched the events unfold on
9/11, the Statue of Liberty came (o mind.
The Statue of Liberty is one of the great
symbuols of our country. It really inspired
me. I started thinking aboul all those who
died for our country — not just on 9/11 —
but all of them. It really had a devastating
impact on me.”

Clements comes by his fierce pride and
love of country honesily. “I've spent my
wbole adult life associated with the
Army,” he said. “l served 14 years in the
military and then went to work for the
Depariment of Defense. And in my cur-
rent job with TMDE, [ directly support the
Ammy in the field.”

It’s obvious that Clements loves his job
with the government. It's just as obvious
that he loves to write songs. In fact, it's
sometimes hard to tell which he loves
best.

“As a songwriter, I always pui my feel-

Photo by Jim Bowne

“TRIBUTE TO LIPERTY— Will Clemente, who works in TMDE, hopes that his new

CD fitled “Statue of Liberty” will do well in the marketplace. Moved to write the
song after the Sept. 11 tragedy he plans to give the profits, less cost, 1o the pollce

and firemen of New York City.

ings and emotions imo my songs,”
Clements said. “t’s the same when I'm in
the field. I ravel extensively with my job
—: solving maintenance problems, helping
our soldiers. Now it seems even more
important.”

When asked 1o state his top priority,
Clements did not hegitate. "Priority num-
ber one is my family, my country and my
Jjoh with the government,” he said.

Between his government job, his song-
writing, and his part-time job with Wal-
Mart, Clements has had litile time to pro-
mote his newest CD. In fact Clements just
staried promotion efforts in early March.
“My wife, Jackie, was responsible for a
line in the song as was Mike Dunbar from
Nashville,” he said. “T'm very fortunate 1o
have the suppont of my family and peers.
And of course my co-workers on the Arse-
nal have provided tremendous suppont for

ntsville e, Alahama 35801
g “ﬁ-leaé(‘;uﬂ(tﬂrs

this song. Bul without a booking agent or
a promoter, it's up to me and my family to
do whatever we can to promote the
record.”

So far some radio stations in Colum-
bus, Ga., have played Clements’ new CD.
He also leaves copies at various radio sta-
tions during his off time. Clements and his
wife plan 10 go 10 Wal-Man headquarters
in Arkansas to see if they wiil help pro-
mote his CD.

“I’'m the dated merchandizing coordi-
nator at the Wal-Mart on South Memorial
Parkway in Hunisville,” Clemnenis said.
“I'in responsible for ensuring the safety
and freshness of products, and I monitor
them through a data base that I set up. The
folks at Wal-Mart have been tremendous-
ly supportive and are a great bunch to
work with."

The new CD is available for sale at

www.willclements.com.

“The only money I want to make is
what the CD cost me 1o make,” Clements
said. He plans to donate the rest directly to
the firemen and policemen in New York

City.
. y proud of my coypry right
nMid. “The American spirit is

unbelievable.”
Here are the lyrics 10 “The Stalue of
Liberty":

God bless America

She siands tall she stands proud
She stands high above the clouds
For all of the world to see

And with a torch in her hand
She watches over this land
Calling all who want 10 he free

But there's a tear in her eye
For all who have died

In this Iand of the brave
Home of the free

As | look at her tonight
Her torch burns twice as bright
She’s our Siatue of Liberty

It's geting closer every day

When the guilty will pay

And we will live in peace once again
Ring the Liberty Bell

And the whole world you can tell
That America forever she will stand

Reaching out across the sea

As she did for you and me

With the promise of hope and dignity
We siand united by her side

With Old Glory flying high

Next 1o the Statue of Liberty

It’s getting closer every day

When the guilty will pay

And we will live in peace once again
Ring the Libesty Bell

And the whole world you can tell
That America forever she will stand
Yes America forever she will stand.
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W Awart winrling soldiers belong to Sanfe Uﬂgade

Honors

conlinued from page 10

Greene, 21, the Soldier of the Month,
is among HHC 5%91h’s youngest soldiers.
He has been in the Ay for 10 months
and Redstone is his firsi duty siation.

“I came into the Army to get some dis-
cipline,” Greene said. The Nashville
native also works as a 71L but in the
brigade maiiroom.

Greene saw the Army as a challenge. *I
wanted lo do something differem and see
what I could do,” he said. More recently
he “saw the previous (board) winners and
I wanted some of that for myself." Greene
no{ only won the post board but the
brigade board for the second quaner.

We make
the future

brighter.

l'

Fr

He is keeping his options open in
deciding his next goal. Possibilities for
Greene inciude applying for the Green to
Gold program to help finish eaming his
degree in political science. He said he also
aspires to someday become a lawyer or
politician.

“I know that if I stay in the military I
can be successful,” Greene said, “or if I
get out I can be successful.”

He's not sure if he wants to make the
Ammny a career. “But I know that if I had-
n't joined the Army I would have stayed
within my comfort zone,” he said. "I
would have probably never shot an MI6,
ran Iwo miles let alone complete a PT test.

“But I'm really happy with my Armmy
career 50 far. ['ve accomplished a tot. If |
continue, I know it will oniy get belter.”

\4

Volunteers
of America*

There are no limits
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SOLDIER OF THE MONTH— Pvi. Lonlel Greene of HHC 58th sorts mall In the
brigade maliroom. Greene la the Soldier of the Month for March.
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School Age Services provides care, choices for children

Children have a place to go
when school's not in session

" By BETH SKARUPA
Staff writer
bethe@ktimes.com

Do you worry about leaving your chil-
dren alone after school, during spring
break or in the summer?

If you or your spouse works at Red-
stone Arsenal, you can find peace of mind
at School Age Services. The SAS staff
will not only make sure your children are
cared for, but they'll make sure they have
fun too.

“It’s very satisfying (o see how happy
the children are here and we have children
that don’t want o go home sometimes,”
Wanda Lackey, director of School Age
Services, said. “It makes me feel good
when they see me and give me a hug. We

% Large Inventory of New
& Used Boats

“* Large Inventory of Parts
& Accessories

% Full Service by Master
Techmicians

d09-8012 .

——— 473 Years of Sales & Service —

really do touch their lives.”

SAS has a computer lab complete with
15 workstations and an instructor and a
homework lab with an instructor to pro-
vide help with school assignments or
tutoring. Children aiso can choose to go to
a variety of areas for play with wooden
blocks, puppets, card games, dress-up
clothes and dolls, computer games, a pool
table, table-top fooiball, the occasional
science experimen! and more.

Children also parlicipate in various
clubs including 4-H, choral group, pho-
tography, arts and crafis, cooking, cheer-
leading, sponts and others. SAS is a Boys
& Girls Club of America and has the
mandatory “power hour” for homework
as well.

When the weather cooperates, children
can play ouiside on the swings and play-
ground equipment or play with a variety
of sports equipment including inline

Photo by Bcth
HOT SHOTS— Alex Ferance, 8, and har brother Tripp, 10, enjoy playing pool at
School Age Services during spring break.

6th Ave. - Decafur

skates, scooter boards, bicycles, and most
kinds of games such as volleyball and bas-
ketball.

The children also can get invulved in
community service projects through the
“Promise Passport” program, colleciing
clothes for the Downiown Rescue Mis-
sion, volunteering to clean the Bicenienni-
al Chapel, gathering treats for the MPs at
Christmas or reading to children and giv-
ing puppet shows at the Child Develop-
ment Center.

“We feel children this age — in ele-
mentary school — should have choices and
we try (o provide them with good ones,”
Lackey said.

SAS provides care for children in
grades K-5 hoth before and after school
and maintains a ratio of 1 caregiver to 15
students, | to 12 for children in kindes-
garien. Full-day care is offered during
spring break and intersessions and sum-
mer camps are offered during the summer.
Hourly care is offered on an occasional
basis.

Military dependents, children whose
parents work for the Department of
Defense and those whose parents are
civilian contractors are eligible for the
service. They must be registered at Cen-
tral Enrollment. About 80 children atiend
every day after school and that number
may double during the summer and the
staff increases proportionally.

“We do quile a lot of parinering with
MWR on post during the summer,” Car-
olyn Taylor, training and programming
specialist for SAS, said.

More ficld trips to places like Sci-
Quest, Space & Rocket Center, Southem

Photo by Beth Skarupa
DOLL DOCTORS— From left Raychael
Baker, 6, pratanda ahe's the mother of
the baby doll that “doctors” Jesalca
Marshail, 9, and Drema Jones, 7, are
helping at School Age Services.

Adventures and the park are offered dur-
ing the summer. Children also go to the
bowling center, the library and the fitness
center on post or swim a1 the Arsenal pool
or complete projects at the Arts and Crafts
Center in sinall groups. Sometimes speak-
ers come in o give presenlations on vari-
ous subjects such as forestry, dentistry,
hockey, space and weather.

“The siaff here care ahout the children
and try 10 work with them. I could say we
have so many resources, but the caring
adult really is the main thing,” Taylor
said. “I mean, I could go into a thousand
different areas but that has o be the most
important.”
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Bravo wins basketball title by saving best for last

Bulldogs beat HHC 59th
twice in posiseason final

By SKiP YAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redsione.army.mif

Bravo Company's Amos Jackson was
smiling before the troop basketball final
but knew his teamn would be in for a fight.

HHC 59th had already beaten the Bull-
dogs twice in the regular season and only
needed one more win for the postseason
tournament championship. Bravo team-1,
advaucing in the losers bracket, had to
beat HHC 59th twice in the final.

*So it’s gonna be a tough one for us,”
Jackson said before the showdown March
27 at Pagano Gym.

After the Bulldogs won the first game
in overtime 65-60, the deciding game
ended with the ball in Jackson's arms. He
cradled a defensive rebound as the final
buzzer sounded.

Bravo-1 beat HHC 5%ih in a thrilling
56-55 baule for the championship. The
Bulidogs avenged both losses to HHC and
snapped their opponent’s 18-game win-
ning streak.

shbnand
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“Coming out of the losers bracket, we
could not lose to these guys,” said Jack-
son, who finished with a game-high 6
points in the last game. “In (flag football)
Bravo has come in second 1o the 59th.
Not today. They talked so much wrash dur-
ing the weekend and during the week; all
you can do is come oul here and play
hard.

*“On the last rebound I knew when I got
my hands on ji, they were gonna have to
foul me with two or three seconds lefi. I
knew I was gonna make my. free throws.
Whew! That’s the hardest I’ ve played this
year.”

Jackson, 35, ftom Atlanta, is a 6-foot-1
forward who arrived in January from Fort
Bliss, Texas. He played for Seima Univer-
sily in 1986-87 and joined the military in
1989.

Bravo (19-4) benefited from some
newcomers like Jackson. The Bulldogs
jelled as a team when it matlered most.

“I think the hig thing was we had some
new additions,” said center Reggie
Williams, who had 12 peints and 13
rebounds in the last game. “And we final-
ly started learning each other because we
ncver had a practice together. We found

Photo by Skip Vaughn
ON GUARD— Bravc'a Donte Fisher (10) shoota over the outstretched arm of HHC
58th’s Robert Bullard (4) during Bravo’s 85-680 win over the 59th In overlime. The
Bu!ldogs then won 5655 for the champlonshlp

e CMmP.bnm'p.

%

something that worked and we stuck with
it. Bui the biggest thing is having faith in
each other.™

Besides the two losses o HHC 59th,
Bravo lost 10 Della Company on Jan. 10
and March 21. The 59th opened iis season
with losses against AMCOM and Delta
before winning 18 straight.

Sheldon Goldsmith scored 14 points,
Laevrmonde Watis had 13 and Patrick
Pesry added 10 for HHC 5%h (18-4).
HHC led 29-28 at halltime.

“Hard-fought game, both teams,” 59th
coach Jesry Mclntyre said. “The officiat-
ing killed us. It was a competitive game.
I'm just sommy I couldn’t win it for my
commander.”

“Everybody played strong,” 59th guard
Robert Bullard said. “Their buckets went
in. They convenied their buckeis when
they needed to.”

In the first game, Pemry scored 19
poinis and grabbed 13 rebounds while
Bullard had 17 points. The 5%ih led 27-23
at halftime; and the game was tied 49-all
at the end of regulation. The Bulldogs
ouiscored the 55h 16-11 in the exira five
minules.

Jackson scored a game-high 21, Donte
Fisher had 11 and James Mastey and
Demmonique Walker added 10 apiece for
Brave. Williams blocked four shois.
Massey set the tone in overtime with two
siraight 3-pointers; and Fisher had seven
poinis in the exim period.

“A gutsy effon,” Bravo coach Tom
Lettis said before the wrophy ceremony.
“We teach our kids from the day they get
here: if you have a posilive allitude,
you're gonna have a positive resull. It

came down to physical fitness. I think we
were in better condition than they were.
But it could've gone either way. Greal
ballgame.™

Since Jackson was the leading scorer in
both games and finished with the decisive
rebound, he deserves the final say.
“Everybody stepped up lo the plate,” he
said, still smiling. “And you know, one
fight, one teamn. Bulldogs.”

Photo by Skip Vaughn
IT'S OVER— Amos Jackson of Bravo
gets ready to celebrate after grabbing
the last rmbound in the Bulldogs’ 56-55
win for the tite.

Photo by Skip Yaughn
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Tax Assistance Center in homestretch after many happy returns

Avoid late rush for free service
by scheduling appointment now

By Capt. DOUGLAS W. MOORE

Tex asvistance officer

Redsione Arsenal’s free Tax Assistance
Center is nearing the end of the 2002 tax
gezson wilh less than one mwonth to go.
The center has prepared more than 2,000
federal and state tax retums, resuliing in
approximately $1 miilion in refunds for
CUSIOMCTS.

All siates requiring the filing of state
income tax retums may be prepared at the
tax center. In addition most stales are eligi-
bie for efectronic e-filing for faster receipt
of refunds, The Tax Assistance Center is
staffed by four full-time income tax pre-
parers and three part-time volunieers who
are supervised by personnel from the
Office of the Staff Judge Advocate.

Clienis seeking tax preparation should
bring the following items to their appoint-
ment: all Form W-2s, 1098s, 1099s, and
other reporiable forms received for the
2001 tax year; Social Security cards for
all family members; bank routing number
and account number for direct deposit; a
copy of last year's 1ax retum if available;
dependent care provider information to
inchide name, address, phone number,
and EIN or SSN (if applicable); any
records of deductihle expenses that you
wish 10 ¢laim on your return; and records
reflecting the sale and purchase price as
well a3 the purchase and sale dates of any

- stock invesiments sold in 2001. Cus-
tomers who wish to file a joint electronic
return must have iheir spouse present for
signature or an appropriale Power of
Attorney if your spouse is not available.

Taxpayers who anticipate on taking
deductions for expenses such as mortgage

interest, real estate taxes, qualified chan-
table contribulions, and un-reimbursed
medical expenses should recognize that it
may not always be advantageous to item-
ize in order to minimize their income tax
liability. Every taxpayer is eligible to take
a standard deduction in an amount accord-
ing to their own filing status. For example
a married couple filing a joint return for
2001 is allowed a standard deduction
equal o $7,600; a single person $4,550;
married filing separate $3,800; and head
of household $6,650. Unless your individ-
val deductions {(also called “itemized™
expenses) add up to more than your appli-
cable standard deduction amount, it
makes no sense lo take individual deduc-
tions. Taxpayers must cither take the stan-
dard deduction or their itemized deduc-
tion amount, but never both. Minimize
your tax liability by taking the higher of
these two amounis. In addition please note
that some expenses such as moving
expenses, traditional IRA contribulions,
qualified student loan interest deductions,
and alimony paid will give rise to a
deduction even if a taxpayer takes the
standard deduction.

Receipt of these types of deductions is
not conlingent upon taking the itemired
deduction oplion.

Refunds for federal and state returns
that are filed electronically are typically
processed the fastest. The Internal Rev-
enue Service will normally process your
return within two to three weeks, which
is less than half the time it takes if you
send in a paper return. To date 93 per-
cent of the 850 federal returns pre-
pared by the tax center have been filed
electronically. While many state tax
refunds are processed as quickly as fed-
eral returns, remember that most states
have a separate refund schedule from the
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OPENING NIGHT

Sponsored by Oakwood College & WOCG

Huntsville Stars VS Carolina Mudcats

Thursday, April 4 @ 7:05 pm

Come see the Stars as they defend their Southern
League Co-Champlonship

Tickets $8 Lower Box * $7 Upper Box + $4 General Admission
Tickets on sale now at the stadium and online at
www huntsviliestars.com
For more information call 882.2562 or visit www.huntsvillestars.com

IRS. State refunds will most likely be
processed after your federal refund.
Those who are not lucky enough 1o
receive a refund and owe money to
Uncle Sam can still file their taxes now,
and then wait until the end of tax season
to make their payment.

Avoid the final rush prior to April 15
and schedule an appointment at the Tax

Assistance Center. Please call 313-5727
of visit building 3489 off Ajax Road from
8:30 am. to 3 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, or 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday. Should you need to cancel an
appoinimeni for any reason, please give
the tax center a call so that other cus-
fomers can !ake advantage of this free
gervice,

North Alabama

ROTC cadet

earmns George Marshall Award

UNA RELEASE

FLORENCE — John N. Nichols of
Hoover has been named the George C.
Marshall Award winner from the Universi-
ty of North Alabama’s U.S. Anmy Reserved
Officers Training Corps program.

Lt. Col. John T. Wright, professor of
military science at UNA, said the award
is named in honor of the iate Gen. Mar-
shall, who served as chief of staff of the
Army and later as secretary of state and
secretary of defense. He was the author
of the Marshall Plan developed 10
resiore a ravaged European continent
after World War II. He is the only career
soldier to ever be awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize.

Nichols will be one of almost 300
ROTC cadets attending the Marshall sem-
inar in April a1 Washington and Lee in
Virginia. A senior he was selected for the
honor for his professional excellence,
leadership, personal integrity and selfless
service to the university and the nation,
Wright said.

Nichols, a 1998 graduate of Hoover
High School, is the son of Dean and Pam
Nichols, who pnow live in Saint
Clairesville, Ohio.

He will be commissioned Doc 15 as a
second lieutenant and will be assigned to
active duty at that time.

The UNA ROTC program was siarted
in 1948. More than 1,000 officers have
been commissioned since then,
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By LINDA KOZARYN

Amertcan Forees Press Service

WASHINGTON — “Homeland securi-
1y in the heariland is just as impoenant as
homeland security in the big citics,” Pres-
ident Bush satd March 27 in Greenville,
S.C.

Speaking to local police, firefighters
and ether first responders, Bush said, A
volunteer firefighter in Fort Mills, S.C.,
put it this way: ‘We may not be a big
department like New York City, bul we
have the same goal, to help our neighbors
in time of trouble.™

The president said his most important

job is “preventing lermonsis from hifling
America again and laking innocent lives.”
His fiscal 2003 budges request reflects this
prionity.

It inclndes $3.5 billion 10 make first
responders’ jobs easier, he said. It includes
$327 million “right oiT the bal™ to provide
criticad training and equipment to first
responders this year, he added.

“We've gol 10 strengihen security in
small-town America ... by helping snall-
er communities and smaller countics
develop what we call ‘mntual aid agree-
ments,’” he said. “And in the budget that
I've submitted to Congress, there's $140
million to do just that.”

One town may have a good hospi-
1al, another may be able to lend fire
trucks, a third may have hazardous
inaterial experts, he said. “We've got
1o develop these mutual pacts so that
we can coordinate efforts (and) pool
resources.”

The best hoincland defense, Bush
siressed, however, is to find the enemy
where (hey hide and bring them to justice.
He thanked the U.S. military for taking on
that mission.

“I'm proud of our military,” the presi-
dent said. “And for those of you who've
gol a relative in the military, 1 want yon to
thank them on behalf of a gratcful nation.”

President Bush calls for ‘heartland’ security

Bul giving thanks is net enough, he added.

“We've got to make sure that they've
got the best training, the best equipment,
the best pay possible,” Bush said. That, he
conlinued, is why the budget regnest
includes the largest increase in military
spending in two decades.

“We don’t seck revenge, we seek jus-
tice. Bul it's more than justice,” he said.
“This nation will defend freedom. We
defend the freedom to worship. We defend
the freedom 1o speak. We defend the free-
dom of all Americans, regardless of their
background, o enjoy a couniry that says if
you work hard, you can realize your
drcams.”
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