
VOL. 51 No. 26 Published in the interest ofpersonnel at Redstone Arsenal, AL July 3.2002

See Change on page 7

PhoID ~ SllIp VlIIIfIrn
WELCOME ABOARD- Col. Bob Devlin, the deputy poet com
mander, Is greeted by his predeeeaeor, retiring Col. Brent
Swart.
managed by the Southeast region balled at Fon McPherson, Ga.
under this regional concept. Implementation for the funding will
begin Oct. I. with money earmarked for base suppon.

"I think it's a good concept but there will be growing pains."
Devlin said. "We should have more money 10 belter SUSlain the
installalion...

PIIOkl b'J Spec. Evan Morrow

ALMOST THERE- Drown proofing Instructor SSgt. Pranot Chlvalululna coach.s
capt, Monlce Hur.t through the weapons swim and retrieval event.

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rf>CKct ~dilur

.,kip.1'<l1l hn rrd$I(fIf~.(ll'm."mi(

Col. Bob Devlin had never been to Redstone but heard nolhing
but good things about il from ~ople who had.

Now mat he and his family are here, me new depuly POSI com
mander is Ihinking about buying a home.

Devlin succeeded retiring Col. Brenl Swart as commander of
Redstone Arsenal Suppo'" AClivity in a ceremony Monday at Bob
Jones Audilorium.

"I'm humbled and honored," Devlin said in an interview 1a."1
week. "II's humbling in tenns of there's so much going on here.
The more I see of Redslone. the more I'm impre~ by every
ming Ihat goes on here. I'm honored mat the Anny puts so much
IIllst in me to be a part of mat team."

Devlin, 42, from Durham, Conn., spent me past year at the
Penlagon 85 deputy director for programs in the Office of me
Deputy Cbief of Staff for Logislft:s. He was al work when a
hijacked airliner crashed into the Pentagon last Sept II.

"I had friends killed. a 101 of pain and agony from that but it
also builds your faith in the American people." be said. "I watched
Americans reach oul and take care of the injured. And I gained an
even grealer appreciation of the kinds of Ihings Redstone does.
protection of the skies."

As the garrison commander, he will help implement the Anny's
Transformation of Installation Management. Redslone will be

Training aimed at p~tting soldiers at ease in deep water
Drown proofing instructors
give water survival techniques

By s.. EVAN MORROW
Skiff wrilrr

~.morm"-.(JlIlmI:s.rrdsIU#l"''''''J~mil

Garrison command undergoes change
New deputy post commander
arrives from Pentagon job

A private was getting called up to join
in the Vietnam contlict in 1967. He W8ll

however enjoying himself at Ihe beach in
California at the lime. He lold a la«:aI pilot
about the situation and the pUOI agreed to
fly him 10 his place of duty.

When the plane was miles away from
land. it began to suffer engine trouble. The
pilot and tbe young private walked out on
the wing to fix the engine, bill it didn',
work and the plane went down. The pilot
was killed in the crash, but the young pri·
vale survived, and found himself adrift in
the middle of the ocean.

Using his faligue top and bonom as a
makesbift notalion device, the private
floated back 10 shore several hours later.
Thai private was Clint Eastwood, and he

See Training on page 7



Letters to the editor

Rocket rumblings: Should
baseball test for steroids?

Alpha, serving security at Fort Rucker.
The JSI Battalion, based in Talladega, 13$t
conducted testing for Ibe Expert Infantry
man's Badge four years ago at Fort
McClellan.

"In the last four years we've conduct
ed two Bradley gunneries. two JRTC
(Joinl Readiness Training unter) rota
tions, and a lBining mission in Romania."
Capt. Daniel Pugh. conmlander ofCharlie
Company, said. "We haven't conducted
an EtB in the last four years because
we've had such a high operational
tempo."

Nol everyone can altain Ihe elite
bad,e anyway. Pugh. who pre\'iously
e:lrTled the badge. estimated thaI only 10
percenl pallS the les!. Fifteen of Charlie's
100 soldiers had previously earned the
badge, including five who took Ihe lesl in
April at Fort Benning. Ga. They included
Pugh: 1sl Lt. Jack Eagly, executive offi
cer; 2nd Lt. Roger Moss. 1st platoon
leader; Cpt. Benjamin Smith, a team
leader for 3rd platoon; and Spec. John
Holzer of I sl platoon.

See Badge on page 14

Guardsmen compete on post
for Expert Infantryman's Badge

Debbie Baugh
LOGSA

Eighteen within battalion
take fest at Vincent Park

T
he following poem, titled "Time OullO Remember." is a dt:dicalion to all
affected by the tragic day of Sept. 11 as we celebrate Il1de~ndenceDay:

Take time to remember Sept. 11

By SKIP VAUGHN
R,x..k" ,duQr
'*'1'. vaughn ~d lone,Qmty.mil

You're alone and silence welcomes you. Busy thoughts begin to fade as relaxation
sets in 10 enjoy the end of another heclic day.

The world has stopped in your comer of the wood!> as you bend "ver to lift a leaf.
smeU the "owers and admire the trees.

Life. you think, is the grandest gift given. Then the thought of so many innocent
souls that were suddenly taken is again fl!alislic and so un-forsaken.

A home filkd with love and so many reachable goals. Then the visions of that Sept.
1IIh day makes you we.'iry because you could also suddenly lose il all.

The most valuable and expensive lesson to all of us yet, created from the tremen
dous loss of life and our brave military making Iheir own personal sacrifice.

I take time out to remember them all; the Victims, their families. our soldiers. and
the price of freedom above aU.

Member'll of the National Guard unit
augmenting 5e<:uril)' at Anny posts in
Alabama had a unique opportunity at
Redstone last week.

They Ined for the Expert Infantry.
man's Badge.

The I st Battalion of the 167th Infantry,
Alabama Anny National Guard includes a
headquarters company and Alpha, Brtlvo
and Charlie Companies. Eighleen mem
bers of the 300-soldier baualion who
completed prerequi.siles since May con
verged on Vincent Park for three da)'s of
train-up from lune 24-26 and actual test
ing June 27-29.

They included eighl l>oldicrs from
CUllman-based Charlie Company. aug
menting security at Redstone since last
October; six from Pelham-based Bravo,
providing force prolection al Anniston
Anny Depot; and four from Valley-ba~d

training. They are doing the heavy lifting
ali pari of Ib joint team fighting terror
ism. and th y are our "boots on the
ground," prOViding inspimtion 10 mil
lions who seek belfer conditions and
more oppoJ1Unilies for themselves and
for their children.

Whether honored veteran or new
recruit, the braver}' and selfless service
of America's soldiers have been inslIU
mental 10 lhe succeSs of this experiment
in democracy that has iO convincingly
withstood the lesl of lime. And for 227
years. the Anny has fulfilled our
covenant, our non-negotiable contract.
wilh the American people; when called
we will fighl and win our nalion's wan;,
decisiveJy. It is a covenant that millions
of men and wOOlen have proudly Jived
up to for more than 200 years.

To you, our veterans and soldiers who
continue to make today's celebration
possible, we owe our gralitude and our
promise to remember and honor you.
Liberty and freedom are your gifts to lhe
nalion. We thank you. and we salute
you.

Thomse E. White
secretary of the Army;
Gen, Eric Shlneekl
chief of staff

the cockpit so they can "y the plane."
Here's the Rocket nuublings question

for this month: Should professional base
ball players be te.~lcd and disciplined for
steroid use?

Send your opinion - in 50 words or
less - to lhe Redstone Rock~t at the fol
lowing e-mail address: skip.v3ughn@red
stone.anny.mil; or via fax at 955-9138.

Our question during June - Do you
think pilots of commercial planes should
be anned wilh guns'~ - brought the fol
lowing response from Eric Tuck. a tech
nical specialist in Aegis Technologies:

"I Ihink pilots sbould carry guns to pro
tect the cockpit. If Ihe pilot is dead, how
can he fly the plane? In a cOllmlercial air
liner there are two to fiye people in the
cockpit, two of which c:m fly the plane.
The pilot or co-pilot can fly while the
other defeoos the cockpit. I don'l think
anyone is expecting the pilot 10 go ioto the
main cabi.n 10 fight lerrorists. The pilots
should be allowed to carry guns to protect

~ "Happy 226th anniversary, America
r.:;
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T his Independence Day. we cele
brate our nalion'~ 226th anniver
sary. In the time since our coun

Iry'S birth. the ideal of liberty - oHree
dam from oppression and tyranny - has
been the guiding light for the millions of

~c Americans whose dedication and person-
"l 31 sacrifice have secured our independrr..c- ence, preserved our liberties, and pro-
~ tected our way of life. Throughout our

nation's proud history. devoted men and
women in unifonn have secured lhe
rights and freedoms we cherish most
dearly, those guaranteed by our Comtilu
lion. Many have given their last fuU
measure of devotion 10 ensure that future
generalions can live the American
dream.

As we celebnlle our history of self
less service this year, soldiers - the
centerpiece of our formations - are
again serving in harm's way, on point for
the nation. Soldiers are an esseRlial pari
of America's efforts 10 end terrorism, to
provide the opportunity for oppressed
people to pUlSue a better life. and to
ensure the security of our homeland.
They serve in Bosnia, Kosovo, the Sinai,
Europe, Korea, the Philippines - in
owr 120 countries around Ihe globe.
They are keeping the peace. They are
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Fox Army Health Center enters new era of leadership
Incoming commander
arrives from Korea

By SKIP VAUGHN
ROI: ,.( dilor

.'~Ip. \'allj/hn (cd'/(>n .arm.'o'.lntl

Perhaps it was a sign of continut.:d
good fortune for Fox Army Health Cenler.

On an overcast morning. lhe sun did
come Oul briefly after the arrival of Ihe
official party during the cenler's change
of command ceremony Friday.

Ll. Col. Sleven KJamerus, who will be
promoted 10 colonel, assumed command
of Fox from Col. Joan Campanaro.
Klamerus served the past two years ali
division surgeon for the 2nd Infantry
Division in Korea.

"My first plan is just to get 10 know lhe
facility and the people and carry on the
superb job that this facility has dpne." he
said after Ihe event in fronl of the center.
"And then I'll just look to see where we
can improve,"

KJamerus. 41. from Detroit. ~radu3led
fTOm the- Univernily of Michigan where he
received a bachelor's in biomedical sci
ences and psychology. and an MD in
1985.

Campanaro, who Icd Fox since June
2000. will oc-come deputy commander for
nursing at Moncrief Army Community
HospilaI at Fort Jackson, S.c. Under her
leadeTship. Fox Army H~al(h C~nter

received Ihe surgeon general's 2001
award for excellence. It scored a 99 oul of
a possible 100 on its most recent survey
by the Joint Conunission on Accreditation
of Hcalthcare Organizations.

''This is aU a credit 10 the soldi~~ and
civili.3.lIS of Fox Anny Health Cenler who
live our mono of competency and com
passion," Campanaro said.

Brig. Gen. Eric Schoomaker, com
mander of the Army South(:ast Regional
Medical Comm3.lld at Fort Gordon. Ga.,
served as host commander for Ihe cere
mony in front of the assembled soldiers of
Medical Company.

Pl'loIo by Skop Vauonn
TAKING COMMAND- Lt. Col. Steven Klamerue accepts Ihe colors during the
change 01 command ceremony Friday for FOK Army Health Center.

DoD set to restart anthrax
vaccination program

To/toy day
The Isle MeJ. Gen. Holger Toftoy, credited with bringing mia.lle development to
Aedstone Arsenal, wei honored at a June 22 ceremony that coincided with the
Tottoy 'amlly reunion In Huntsville that weekend. Partlclpetlng In the ceremony
at Bob Jones Audttorlum are from left Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commender 01 the
Aviation end Mlslne Command Ind Aedetone Arsenel, Axel Roth o. Marshall
Space Right Center, and Chuck Toftoy end Doris Tofloy Williams, Toftoy'l Ion
and deughter.

By SFC KAntlEEH RHEM
,\_riccm rmr;-n Prr,<,f S~n'ir~

WASHINGTON - Defense Depan
ment officials announced June 28 they an:
reslar1ing a modified Anthrax Vaccine
Immunization Program now thallhe vac
cine provider bas passed Food and Drug
Adminislration scrutiny.

Only servicemembers. essenlial civiJ*
ians and contractor personnel going 10 or
serving in higb-threat areas will receive
the vaccine. said Dr. Bill Winkenwerder.
aSliistant defense ~relary for healtb
affairs. This is because half the contrac
lor's vaccine produclion will be slock
piled for civilian use.

"We recognize there is a domeslic need
for access 10 lhe vaccine:' Winkenwerder
said during a news conference at the Pen
tagon. "In collaboration with the Depart
menl of Health and Human Services and

the Offit."e of Homeland Securily. we aR:
reserving a portion of lhe anthrax vaccine
for siockpiling ... to use in the event of a
domeslic emergency."

In 1998. DoD began a plan to vacci
nate all military members against -the
deadly, potential biological weapon. The
program wal pared down several rimes in
the inlervenmg years as the sole provider
of the vaccine shuI down its factory for
renovations and then had problems gain
ing FDA approval of its production
process. Vaccine sbortages eventually
caused DoD 10 vaceinate only limited
numbers of !ervicemembers serving in
"designated special mission units."

The conlraClor, Bioport of Lansing,
Mich.• gained FDA approval of jl'l reno
vated facility in January and is now n:ady
fo begin providing additional slocks of the

See Vaccine on page 13
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Iteek of ac - -y -es honors armed forces, co
active and retired military and their fanli
lies July 27. Aunt Eunice's Second Annu
al Music Spectacular fealuring MitcheU
Brown al the Von Braun Cenier on July 27
al 7 p.m. will offer reduced adnlission.

For questions regarding Armed Forces
Week or its related activities, call the
Chamber of Commerce at 535-2000, or
the Aviation rlUd Missile Command Public
Affairs Office at 876-5302.

iamonds Rise Above the Resl. .
.4

489..0883 Joe.eat In H.rveal I
10% OFF FOR ARSENAL EMPLOYEES

40%off
All
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Exp. 7·13·02

Leuons • Boanlinll: • Tl1lininl(

3 H 9tables~
Scenic Trail Rides

All Needs Automotive & Performance
Foreign It Domestic eBumper to Bumper e.6OFree Estimates"

FUN for the ENTIRE Family
883-8815 • Barn 778·8177

Photo by $Sgt. • T HIIIt

COMING TO HUNTSVILLE- secretary of the Army Thomes White waves to the
U.S. Military Acedemy's Cla&8 of 2002 during the graduation ceremony at West
Point. June 1. He Is scheduled speaker for the annual Armed Forces Week lunch
eon July 24 from noon to 1:30 p.m. et the Von Braun Center'. North Hall.

Addilional activities are also being
planned. According 10 the Chamber of
Commerce, tbe HUOlsvilie-Madison
County Botanical Garden wiu offer free
admission to active and retired military
and their families july 21 and 27. The
Early Works Museum. Alabama Constiru·
tion Village, HuntsviUe Historic Depot
and the Bumn on the Mountain - A Liv
ing Museum, will offer free admission to

Civilians Club. Led by posl CSM Roscoe
Johnson, the evenl honors Redstone's out·
slanding NCO and enlisled soldier. Maj.
Gen. Lany Dodgen, commander of the
Aviation and Missile Command and Red
slone ~nal, is the keynole speaker for
the luncheon. Tickets are $8 and can be
purchaqed by calling SFC Adriano
Vasquez at 876-8648 or SSgt. Michael
McGihon at 842·7344.

On July 22 from 6;30-9 p.m., Ihe Arts
Council's "Concert in the Park" series will
feature the J51st Army Nalional Guard
Band from Monrgomery in Big Spring
Park. The concert wiU fealure both patri
olic and jazz music

In addition to the Concert in !he Park,
military hardware such as helicopters, air
craft and weapon system.... and fun activities
such as a rock-climbing waU, will be di~

played outdoors aroWld the \IOn Braun Cen
ter and Big Spring Park area as part of the
Anncd Forces Week and concen activities.

The Concert in the Pack and hardware
displays are f~. and everyone in the com
munity is encour.lgc:d 10 attc:nd. Just don't
forget your blanket or lawn chairs,

Chamber of Commerce officials al!lO

encournge the public to purchase tickels for
the annual Armed Forces Week luncheon
July 24 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Von
Braun Center's North Hall. This year's
keynote spl!aker is Secretary of the Anuy
Thomas White. For ticket infonnation. call
the Cbamber of Conunerce 535·2000.

Sunday, July 7th 6:05 pm vs. West Tenn
Corr Wireless and Star 99 FM present CD Holder Giveaway

to the first 1000 fans through the gate. .

Ft}" More In/onnation call 882-2562 or visit www.hum.wilfeslan.com I

Saturday, July 6th 7:05 pm vs. West Tenn
Super Target Umbrella Giveaway to the first 1000 fans through Ihe gate

and firewor1<s follDwing the game.

Don't
W~
~ ..~.,..

* •
Friday, July 5th 7:05 pm vs. West Tenn

PEl Electronics presents FireworkslMarK McGwire Bobblehead Doll Giveaway
to the first 2000 lans through the gale.

The Stars will wear patriotic jerseys that will be auctioned off during the game.

- New facility dedication
~ among events in July
~ Mark your calendar. Armed Forces
S Week will be celebrated July 21-27 and
~ many nf Ihe evenls are free 10 the military
~ and the public.
~ This year's theme is "Uniled for Free-

dom," Armed Forces Week is designed as a
8 way 10 both pay tribule 10 the armed forces,
~ and I~k the community for its support.
.....;- The Hunlsville-Madison CounlY
;;.-, Chamber ofCommerce will hold a procla-
] -. malion signing July 19 at 10 a.m. at lhe

Chamber building, 225 Cburcb St. Local
government officials will sign Ihe docu
menl officiaUy designaling July 21-27 as
Armed Forces Week 2002 and the public
is welcome to aUend.

On July 22 Redslone ~nal will cele
brate Ihe completion of ils newest facility.
Ihe Larry O. Daniel Building that houses
the Prototype Integralion Facility, with a 9
a.m. ribbon cutting at building 5405. Red
slone Arsenal and local officials will ded
icate Ihe building to longtime AMCOM
employee Larry O. D'dnieJ. an in-house
prototype advocale who was killed in a
car accident in 2000. CWTent alld fonner
Redstone military and civilian personnel
are invited 10 anend the ceremony and
lour lhe facility.

Redslone Arsenal's annual NCO and
Soldier of &he Year Luncheon will also be
beld July 22 at II a.m. al the Officers and



Soldiers and NCOs get annual chance to shine

Training event helps Corps of
Engineers celebrate safety .

P?Iolo by Spec. EYIIt' Momlw
A FEW MORE- Spec, Bre" Holder knocks out a 'ew more push ups during the
'Inal seconds as grader SSgl Travis Holmen keeps close walch on h~ technique.

House of Representatives
thanks nation's troops

NCO/Soldier of Year competition
brings out best in four events
By Spec. EVAN MORROW
Sfajlwriln
;',·all.morro'" Qf/l1flCs"d.,'mr...<ln1l,:mil

Soldier of the month and NCO of the
quarter winn~rs have a showdown of sorts
at this tim~ of year.

The NCO/Soldier of the Year competi
tion, with lbe winn~rs announced at a
luncheon July 22 at the Offic~rs and
Civilianl'o Club. took. place at a variety of
v~nues from June 25 to July 2. Th~ com
petition had four phali~s.

First Ihe fivc soldien; and tl\ree NCO~
took a preliminary written l!xarnination
that consisted of 50 qu 'tions covering
gcneral military subjects.

The next event was thC' standard Anny
Physical Fitness Tesl held al Pagano Gym
and the track..

"The extended scale is authorized for
this event. so if a soldier pali§ed all three
cvents, that soldier received credil for
exceeding the standard:;," !XIst CSM
Ro~oe Johnson said.

Whatever ~ore a candidale received

Quarterly awards presented
for safe work enVIronments
By CLAUDINETTE PtJAIFOY
Corp~ of£tl~lll~er)

The U.S. Ann)' Corps of Engineers
North Alabama Area Office in conjunc
tion with Ihe OccupationaJ Safely and
Health Adminislration sponsored a lrain
ing session and Celebrate Safely lunch
eon June 12 as part of their continuing
commitment to safety and to the Cele
brate Safely program.

More than 46 conh1tclor and Corps of
Engineer personnel from Alabama, Mis
sissippi and Florida participated. The
cvenl addressed fall proteclion (commer
cial and residential construelion) and lhe
new sleel ereclion standard as it pertains
to structural steel, metal decking installa
tion, syslems-engineered melaJ buildings,
falling object prolection, faJl protection
and training. .

The new sleel erection Slandanl, which
was developed by OSHA with inpul from
industry, became effective Jan. 18 and
addresses the ha2aJ'ds that have been iden
lified as lhe major causes of injuries and
falalilies in the sleel ereclion indul>1ry. The
!leW standard is expected to prevenl 30
falalities and 1,142 injuries annually and
save employers millions ofdollars per year.

The following persons and/or contrac
tors were recognized for their outslanding
efforts in promoli.ng and implemenling
safe work environments during Ihe Cele
brate Safety luocheon that followed the

on the lesl would translate into actual
points in the overall competition.

"This is one of the events where the
compelition could easily be won or lost,"
JoMson said.

The Common Task Training event was
held last Wednesday afternoon al Viocl!nt
Park. Soldiers perfonnoo fiv~ t,lsks from
skill level I of the Soldiers Manual of
Conunon Tasks, while NeOs perfonn~d

fi ..,c tasks from levels 2 and 3 of the same
manual. The five !.asks were worth 20
points each for a total of 100 poinls for Ihe
ev~nl. .

For thc land na";glltion portion of th~

compdition early lhat morning. candi
dales had lhrec hOUfS to find five poinh.
They rucl:!ivl:!u 20 points for each correct
identificalion of a point marker.

Candidales went oul 10 the rifle rang!:!
Friday for the next phase of lhe compeli
lion. They had two minutes to pul lwo
rounds each in 10 largets from the prone
snpported posilion, and Ihen two minutes
10 pul another two rounds in Ihe same 10
targets from the prone unsupported posi
Ijon. A perfcci 40/40 was worth 50 points
for the overnll competition.

The formal board took place Friday.

training session:
Hoyt Harris Inc. for Ihe Calhoun

County Collective Proteclion Syslem
Package No.2 al the Fort McClellan Res
ident Office for Ihe firsl quarter 2002 in
the-medium category:

S&E Services for Ihe Von Braun Com
plex, Force Main Upgrade, Redstone
Arsenal for lhe second quarter 2002 in the
medium calexory.

Gary W. Simpson, constroction repre
senlalive, for the Von Braun Complex.
Force Mail! Upgrade, Redstone Arsenal
for the second quarter 2002 in the medi
um calegory

Hoyt Hams Inc. for the design and
construction of the Prolotype Integration
Facility, Redstone Arsenal for the fourth
quarter 200 I in !he 8ubconlraCtor catego
ry. Hoyt HlUris Inc. was also presented
with the 200t SubconlraClor of the Year
award previously at the annual Celebrate
Safety Conference in November 2001.

OSHA compliance officer Virginia
Simmons of the Birmingham office
served as the facililator for the lraining
session.

Celebrate Safety is an inilialive of U.S.
Anny Corps of Engineers, Mobile Dis
trict ConstJUC-tion Division. Launched in
1992, the program has allowed Ihe
Mobile district 10 continuously maintain
an accident frequency rate in its contract
work, which is weJl below established
goals; The basic premise of the program is
to celebrate successes in safe projects and
reward those responsible. The bolloOl line
goal is zero acddents.

Candidales answered questions on spe.cif
ic military lopics.

"The AMCOM and Redstone Arsenal
NCO and Soldier of Ihe Year competilion
mirrors Ihe Department of Ihl! Anny LOI
for the NCO and Soldier of Ihe Year com
petition. The only difference is there is no
nighl land navigation portion of the com
petition here al Redstone due to safety
consideralion\<," Johnson said.

NCO of Ihe Year candidl:lt~s include
Sgl. Calvin Fosler of 95th Mainlenance

By UNOA KOZARYN
A",..riC(lII f"Qn::c P~r$ ~n'ic~

WASHINGTON - It's not often that
the enlire House of Representalives
agrees on one lhing. Yet they all agree
Ihal the men and women of America's
armed forces deserve the nation's thanks.

R~enlly, House members :ligned a
'Thank You" card addressed 10 America's
soldiers, sailors, ainnen, Marines and
Coast Guardsmen. II consisted of 15 large
posler boards with signature lines for
each member of Ihe House.

House Armed Services Committee
Chairman Rep. Bob Stump ofArimna and
ranking member Rep. Ike Skellon of Mis
souri June rl presenled the card to Deputy
Defense Secretary Paul D. Wolfowitz at
the Rayburn House Office Building.
Stump said the boards were signed by
almost every member of Congress.

'This is an inlenllo show our appreci
ation to all the men and women in um
fonn," Stump lold Wolfowilz. "We have
these 'Thank You' boards we'd like 10

presenl you 10 take to the Penlagon and
see that lhey gel diSlribuled in a proper
way to our men and women in unifonn. If
lhey see Ihem, they'll reaJize how much
we appreciate them,"

WolfowilZ accepted the thanks on

Company, Sgt. RonaJd Sleete of IDIC r
S9th and Sgt. Toby McGhee of 9Sth ~

Maintenance Company. Soldier of the e
Year candidales include Spec. Bren Hold- 0
er of HHC 59th, PFC Limel Green Jr. of i
HHC 591h, Spec. Rachel Arnold of HHC '"
AMCOM, PFC Jason Tucker of B Com- a
pany 832nd and Spec. David Nault of B ~

Company 832nd.
?SiXlY local sponsors are to help con- ~

gratuJale Ihe winners althe July 22 lunch- :-
eon which hegins al II a.m. N

§

behalf of the men and women of the
anned forces. He said notbing inspires the
troops' bravery more Ihan the sense that
they're fighling for lheir country.

"It makes a huge difference to know
tbeir country appreciates them," he lold
the congressmen.

Defense Department officials sent the
card to Capitol Hill in May for signatures
as plVt of National Military Appreciation
Month. A virtual card for the public to
sign was posled on DefendAmerica.gov,
a Defense Departmenl web site devoted
to news about the war against Ierrorism.

WolfowilZ DOled that the names of sile
visitors who had signed lhe note were put
logether into a bound volume. The book
of about 50,000 names was one item in a
"dedication capsule" sealed June 1I
behind the last limestone panel placed
into Ihe once-deslrOyed section of the
Pentagon exterior.

The 'Thank You" card is still available
to the public at www.DefendAmerica.gov
and www.DefendAmerica.mil. About
100,000 more vi'lilors have signed the
nole since early June. Defense officials
plan to add Ihe representatives' names to
an updated list of card signers,

"Any of your constituents who want to

See Thanks on page 12



La.sc:r Vision Corm:tion can Kducc
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comac{~ in a matter of seconds.
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Vision CorKCtion by calling
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EYECARE
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Th.... I. Only One Number To Call
1·800-990·EYES (3937)

in helicopters," Wallace said. "From the
composite airframe to Ihe fully inlegrated
avionics package. II's a tremendous air
craft and a great benefit 10 tbe Anny.,.

Part of the reslructuring of the $6.6 bil
lioD EMD includes conlractor resbUctur
ing by the prime, which is a jomt venture
between Boeing Helicopter and Sikor.!ky
Ain:raft. Fort Rucker pilots will be the
flrsl to receive basic Comanches in 2006
for initial operational lest and evaluation.
Average unil production costs is estimated
at $18.8 million per aircraft.

About 200 people support the program
locally. Col. Robert Binningham i~ the
program manager for Comanche.

NEARSIGHTED?

FARSIGHTED ?

A<;TlGMATISM ?

naissance done primarily by the Amy's
Kiowa Warrior and attack which is the
primary mission of the Apache. With ftre
and forgel capabilities, Comanche can ftre
Hellfires, air-la-air and cannons and
engage Iargets simultaoecusly.

"It will do things even yet 10 be
defined," Wallace added.

hnprovemenrs over currenl Anny air
craft include increased maneuverability.
lethality and survivability and reduced oper
ation and support costs by about SO percenl.
This low obsavabJe aircraft has the logisti
cal foolprim about half the size of what's in
the field loday with similar capabilities.

"Comanche uses the latest technology

;,.
. ,Al1t11DUI?

eoul1e8yphoto
HIGH TECH HELO- The Comanche RAH-86 started on the drew'ng board In the mld-1980s and Is currently In engineering,
manufacturing and development a. the Army'. premier helicopter of the ObJective Force.

the fmt baltalion should be fully lrained
wilh 18 airaafl fielded.

"Now we're taking it one piece at a
time:' Wallace said. 'This is a software

intensive program.
We'll do four soft
ware drops between
'06 and '09 adding
funclionalily - a

full communications suite, armamenl
capabilities, radar. We'll add one piece. do
Ibe lraining, work out the bugs then add a
new piece. And while we're adding the
big pieces a lot of other subtle stuff wiD
be added along die way."

Comanche's mission combines recon-

You 1M)' be IUlIIIriIlId
O'er ......

two v::'~~~~iration.
wben dIen: I
which suppr
Li ~ . il i imponant 10 have nonnal nerve uppfy 10 ltIe nb c e and

Dr. GcDe eo....... lhe adn:oaI glllDlb if you IIIC an uthmallc. So. you caa th I Ibcre are
many Ilene l'OODCCtiOll& that '" can wan. widL. Otildrm 'Nidt lhma arc

.. apllo lhe quick« ulu from cbi lie ~u*tlenL~. 'Ie not ¢YeI)' ClL'ioC is
IIdped. the oYnWhc:lmiq Dum r of c 10 our om .¢ h had vet)' ,igm(lealll if not :(t"Rt~/y

Iood chan~ Even a 30 10 IncA: !iC in fl\\'ledom 10 d. ~arh j, l\i m(leallt! I ha'iC seen
IJII1Da'lJU5 (ICC iOlll ~D l tical came in durin, an Ilact and ,04 bellcr ~ idtlO millUI" or
hooD. While WI: do leU palien.. 10 quit lbeir lohale~ and medication!.. ~ find that IllO"ol C.ln
reduce or di~ODtjnUle medic lion u r Ihc:ir ~.D:, ordcJ' a tbey hcc:omc m A: and mr
normal vi Sood chiropracfc care. Call6S0-0051 for more information. •

Or, O.n. Corfman • Cortman Chlroprac"c
Main Street South· 7500 Memorial Parkway. Sul'e , 14 I

Hunt.vUle. Alab8ma 35802
256 650-0051

Initial production ofaircraft
expected to begin in 2006

Hearing that the Comanche program is
in the midst of a restrue:ture isn't really
news. 'The program has been fiscally
stretched and pulled, fightiog an uphill
banle for funding since its mceplion in the
mid-1980s. But lhis time the result is more
doUllr.I for development, nol less. 'That,
coupled wilh a new acquisition strategy.
puts the Army's premier helicopter for the
Objective Foree back on course.

"This is liIe first restructure that builds
a bealthier program," Frank Wallace,
deputy program manager for Comanche,
said. "We're shilling production doBars 10
development and staying within the budg·
d. The evoluIioD8l)' acquisition approval
allows us to phase in requirements (00 the
Comanche) from FY '06 10 FY '09 which
reduces me risk. This time we're res1lUC
turing for success."

'The restructure was proposed by Ibe
program office in Seplember, IS months
after Comancbe entered engineering,
manufacturing and development. The ini
tial problem was diflil.'Ulty in meeting
schedule but other faclor.! needed 10 be
addressed before the program moved for
ward. including additional requirements
10 meet die mission of the Objective
Fora:. Amy approval for the remuctUle
was granted last montb. The program
office is awaiting flJ\al approval. expected
this suouner, by the ~-~--.-IIII!!I!!~~pll!!II!I
Office of the Secretary Systems for the field
of Defense. P It 13 f .

Before the restruc- a 0 senes
rure, fielding a fully
operational aircraft was going 10 be done
all at once in December '08. By adopling
an evolutionary acquisition process.
Comanche can be fielded in phases,
beginning in FY '06 with an aircraft
equipped with the basic sen,<;ors then
adding functionality. By Seplernber 2009

By SANDY R,E8EUNG
Slaff" ri'~r
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l Comanche program restructures for success in Objective Force
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slles and munitions in the world," he said. ~
His predecessor, Swart, retired with 26 ,

years of service. Brent and Chris Sw8I1 ~

will remain in HunLsville.
"In this posiLion (as ganison com- r

mander), you can positively influence !he ~

quality of life of more soldiers and c:
employees, reti~s and family members ()

f:than any other position r ve ever had,"
Swart said. "You can make a difference in a_
Ihis job." !\

2000. He served in Somalia in 1993 as ao
oper:ations officer for a support batralion.

He and his wife, Jennifer. who attend
ed the Universily of Alabama, have a son,
Owen, 6 and a half. "We've already got an
Alabama fishing license," he said.

Devlin's inilial goal is implementing the
regional concept and ensuring lhat Red
stone gets \he money il needs for rhc fulure.

"Over the long tenn, I'd like to see us
be the premier facility for aviarion, rnis-

businc5S adminisrralion from Babson Col
lege in 1990 and a master's in military sci~

ence from the Anny War CoUege in 2001.
An Ordnance officer he served at Fort

Riley. K.an.. from 1981·84. Kaiser
slaulem. Gcnnany, from 198.5-88, the
Penlagon 1990-92, Fort Campbell, Ky.,
from 1993-9.5. in Panama from 1995-97
and at Fort Drum, N.Y.. from 1997 10

Devlin graduated from Weslminsrcr
CoUege in Fulton, Mo., in 1981 with a
bachelor's de~e in polirical science. He
was commissioned as a second lieutenant
out of ROTC. He aJso holds a masler's in

• Deputy post commander likes regional concept

Change
continued from page 1

• Soldiers should know how to swim to safety their first time in the waler. A lor of sol- ~
.~

dieno ha\'e never leamt:d 10 swim." :--..
The next period of instruclion focu~s N

on the use or BOUs as .. flotation device. ~
Siudents learn how blowing imo a BOU
canopy filled wilh water will keep (hem
afloat. Another technique involves taking
off BOU bottoms while treading water.
lying BOU legs in square knot. buttoning
pants back up and slinging them over the
head so that they fill wilh waler and
become a flotation device.

Soldiers in the advanced and intenne
diale dasses have 10 perfonn olber lasks.
They include swimming with weapon in
one hand, diving off Ihe high board while
releasing their weapon, and then retriev
ing it Advanced slUdenls also take off
lheir load carrying equipment aod ditch
their weapon at the bonom of the pool
during the "ditch and don" exercise.

"Overall the drown proofing was ben
eficial, and I even learned some history,"
Spec. Darius Blackwell said. "I just wish
it hadn't been so early in the morning:'

*Also running Street Stock, Hobby Stock,
Mini-cup & fan favorite "Yellow Buzz"

Gates open 6 pm • Racing 8 pm

Lynn Layton Chevrolet, WORM tLAMAR present

Southern AII·~ar·Slries
Sup:u aps..

cho and wei weather bag floating device,
the soldiers are broken up into smaller
groups based on swimming ability.

Beginning swimmers rec~ive inslrUc
lion in lhe 3-fool part of the pool, inter
medi.lIe swimmen; in the 5-foot wne and
advan~d swinuners in 12-fool deplh.

°Ille initial part of instruclion focuses
on different methods of buoyancy and
breathing. InsllUclors teach students Ihe
underwater exchange method, which
involves breathing out through Ihe nose
while submerged. Studenls lhen leam 10

perfonn Ihe hanging floal by placing lheir
hands behind their back. and leaning for
ward in the waler.

"One of the keys to this lechnique is 10

relax and not to tense up your muscles,"
drown proofing insllUclor Spec. Brnndon
Cooley. with the program the past two
months. said.

"'The hardesl thing aboul being an
insuuclor in this program is teaching non
swimmers how 10 be comfortable in the
waler," he added, "especially if rhis is

The drown proofing COlmiC involves
both basic civilian water safety in..·nruc
lion with an added emphasis on perfonn
ing soldier orienfed tasks in the water.

'The cour!ie has undergone several
changes in lhe last two yean;," Hicks said.
"The weapons retrieval confidence
enhan~r. the poncho raft, lhe dilch and
don and Ihe weapons swim are all recenl
additions to Ihe curriculum. Now begin
ners must go off the high dive al least
once."

TIle rypicaJ drown proofing activilies
begin al dawn. Long lines of soldiers wait
outside lite gate in summer PRJ unifolJD5
al the Vincent Park pool. When the gales
open, they file inlo a horseshoe around the
deep end of the pool.

After a brief synopsis of the rules of
the pool and a demonsttation of the pon-

Training
continued from page 1

went on 10 do grear things in Hollywood.
To this day. drown proofing is a regu

lar part of the Depanment of the Anny
training regimen. and every soldier
colonel and below must complete this
training.

'''The program has been in place on the
Arsenal for the last seven years, and
1.200 soldiers go through lhe rraining
each cycle:' 1st Lt. Sean Hicks, the
drown-proofing officer in charge for Ihe
past two yean, said. '''The goal of drown
proofing inslruclion ro ensure lhat each
soldier maintains a sufficient level of
safety and mililary proficiency during
water exercises."

Photo by E aN

KICKING BACK- PFC Daniel Lopez experiments with the BDU trouser flotation
technique during the practical exercise period 01 drown proofing Instruction,



See Courses on page 9

Cruze and Conners slID'eyed the Acquisi
tion Cenler managemenl and woMorce to
detemune what they WllDled 10 see in a
InUning coune. The ACU curriculum was
then developed Dvm more lhan 100 top
ics. ''The beauty of ACU is ilial it is
always evolving. We solidi feedback
after every coun;e and we use Ihal 10 add,
improve and change our cwriculum;' said
Jordan.

"We also solicit volunleers for leaching
courses. The coones are primarily laught
by Acquisition Ceoler employees from all
levels - expertise is considered the key
faclOr, not grade level - so Ihat means we
also build networking among our employ
ees," said Urban.

The courses vary from IWO (0 four

Pholo by Kwn G e
BACK TO SCHOOL- Contract Speclilist Christopher EVinS elms conUnuous
learning point. needed by acquisition profes.lonel. by attending the July 26
Acquisition cenler University" Procurement Aulomeled Deteend Document Sys
tem CISSB.

policy on continuous leaming was'imple
mented. Ms. Cruze knew that 600 Acqui
sition Center employees n~ed profes
sional, quality training, so she developed
lhe ACU concepl," said JOrdllD.

"Acquisition professionalS are required
10 earn 80 points of training every two
years," said Charles Urban. ACU's opera
tions dean. '1'here are many alternatives
for training oUlside ofAMCOM including
DAU. on-line training and college cours
es. But the frequency of our training. its
on-site location (usuaUy in building
5303), the variety of COU11lC work and lev
els. and the maximum four-houT COU11lC

length make il much easier for employees
10 fwd Ihe time and Ihe topic thai works
for them. There are also no charges for
the coones," be explained.

When ACU was being developed.

Olandll wanting to replicate our training so
professionals in their areas of expertise
can do the same type of applied·knowl
edge training and remain up-to-dale on
policy and technical changes," said Bob
bie Jordan, AMCOM's ACU curriculum
dean. The ACU repulation is also spread
ing at Redstone Arsenal. '1'he Soulh Cen
tral Civilian Personnel Operalions Center
has also complimented us on our initia
tive, and other AMCOM organizations
have conlacted us for information because
tbey are interested in eSlablishing in
house 'mini-schools' for Iheir profession
als," she said.

Jordan describes lhe ACU as "a com
plement 10 the Defense Acquisition Uni
versily. or DAU, and a formal on-lhe-job
site uaining that incorporales real-world
applications of acquisition knowledge,"

The creation of ACU is c~di!ed to the
Acquisition Center Execulive Director
Marlene Cruze and Dr. Rex Conners, the
ACU dean. "Ms. CJUze and Dr. Conners
are truly vi$ionaries. They are able to see
the big picture and how 10 best use th~

University 10 benefit both the workforce
and command in the long-run," she
emphasized.

"In 1998, the Under Secrelary of
Defense (Acquisition and Technology)

I
Job changes?
Retirement plan terminating?
Early, regular, or late retirement?
We want to make sure that you get the most out of your retirement plan
distribution.

More than 4,000 workers
have earned continuous
learning points at ACU

"Acquiring the Best for me Finest," is
lhe Aviation and Missile Command's
Acquisition Cenler's mollo, and Ihe
Acquisition Center University is living up
to Ihe bimng.

Since its inception in April 1999, the
Acquisition Center 'Universily, or ACU.
has conducted more thllD 95 classes,
lrained more than 4,100 studenrs, and
awarded more than 14,000 continuous
learning points.

The impact of lbe program may be pri
marily local, but rhe concept for tbis fre·
quent, in-house training Ihat allows
AMCOM acquisition employees 10 earn
credilS toward Iheir professional certifica
lion is much wider. The program has
drawn the lIt1cnlion of the Air Forclol and
Army Materiel Command subordinrlle
conmumds such as the Tank-Aulomotive
and Armaments Command and the Com
mwtications- Eleclronics Command.

"We've had calls from these com-

~ On-site university helps acquisition workforce
~ maintain professional excellence at command
~
~
~
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Radisson
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Time:
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Date:
Time:
Place:
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game of fhe doubleheader to edge HHC
59th 21-17.

Stanley Parker ted the Bravo Compll
ny power surge with four homers to left
and left-eenter field in the first game.
Henry Hayes added another three round ?
trippers. ~

Stephen Di,; and Aubrey Feneher each :...
went deep twice for HHC 59th but they N

were all solo shots and couldn't bring Ihe ~
leam back. to within striking distance.

Under the strong vocal leadmhip of
Jerry McIntyre, HHC 59th put on a much
bener perfonnance in the second game, but
they couldn't stop giving up the long ball.

Hayes improved upon his three
homers in game I and launched four over
the fence to deep eenter in the sKond
game_ Parker turned in another outstand
ing offensive peJfom1ance with thr-ee
round trippers.

Patrick Perry led the way offensively
for HHC 591h in game 2. Perry placed the
ball well into the OUlfield and drove in
runs consistently. Dix went 3 for 4 with
three home runs in game 2, adding on to
his impressive preseason power numbers.
Joseph Brown added two home runs and
a triple against his former learn.

potential if 1J0t oblained," said Jordan.
According to Conners, "the more

learned the work.force, the more compe
fenl it is,'· The philosophy seems 10 be
working. Using in-house feSOUlUS, and
voluntary industry resources. the Acquisi
tion Center's ACU is meeling employee.
or customer. demands by providing ea.ur
enhancemenf and AMCOM-specific and
real world training on-site.

"All employees are .accorded an equal
opportunity to altend," said Urban.

"We are truly meeting the intention of
the Anny and AMC, by ensuring our
employees are the best trained and mis
sion-ready:' added Conners.

For more infonnlltion regarding lhe
ACU, visit the ACU Intranet site at
hltps:lfacu_red~tone.army.milJacui.

Dr. Tara L.F. Blasingame, DPM
PodiatTist

Spedalidng in .he M~dical & Surgical
T~atmellC of all Fool Disorders

tlngrown Nalls' Buniona • Sports Injuries
• Diabetic Foot care' Hammer Toes • Heel/Arch Pain
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Computerked (Jait Analysis e ~ustmn Orthotics
Most 1n8urance PIII/JS Honored

• Beas PMD· MEDICARE· HAMct • TRICARE • OTltERS
105 West Dublin Drive, Suite B
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102 Sander. Street i
Athens, AL 35611 • (256) 232-2009

No~Ilon ...... MIoulUte~ of the t.rtc to be '*"'"'*' '" lite
• Hoi"" .udI~.

'.

Heavy hitters send the ball
to the wall in a battle
for preseason title
By Spec. EVAN MORROW
Sial! wril('r
"'atl.morroli ommn.rrd~/{'JI~.aml.l:m"

1\\'0 weeks of hard slides, towering
homers and spectacular preseason glove
work all came down to just two games.
1\\'0 teams out of an original 10 banled it
out to see who would eam the title of the
"leam to beat" going into the regular sell
son. The stage was set for another spec
tacular display of offense by both teami.

The wind was blowing oul to right and
right eenler field and the lIuf was packed
down by a .rainy afternoon. The infield
suIface yielded the type of hops that got
ground balls through to the outfield aU
night.

Bravo Company 832nd rebounded
from last week's 1.5-13 defeat at the
hands of HHC 59th and came away with
two hard won victories Thursday night at
field 14. Bravo Company hammered
HHC 59th in the fint game 22-9, and held
off a late offensive rally in the second

and Urban indicated.
"[ decided 10 take this class to enhance

my knowledge." said Pierce.
..It's convenienl to lake a clau h~,"

said Moore.
Courses nre advertised through

AMCOM's Intranet. via e-mail and
through the Acquisition Center's newslet
ler. the Information Chronicle. AU Acqui
sition employees have courses listed on
their mandatory Individual Development
Plans or lOP, and courses completed and
hours earned are tracked through lhe lOP.
The continuing education hours are also
documented through the CPOC.

"Ms. Cruze has made tnlining a priori
ty because maintaining conlinuous learn
ing points is mandatory 10 keep career
certificalion and can affect promotion

I

• I' . I.. . .
. "

Acconling to both Jordan lind Urban.
the networking is facilitated when
employees have questions foDowing the
course, because they can call or go see the
inslJUctor, who is usually in Ihe same
building.

At a July 26 course, AMCOM Procure
ment Analyst Teri llImes was teaching the
Procurement Automated Data and Docu
ment System, or PADDS, which she
described as a "how 10 prepare a D03.50.
or Individulil Contract AClion Repon."
Two conlract specialisls attending Ihe
course of more than 40 acquisition prof~s

sionaJs were Nancy Pierce and Shirley
Moore. They verified two of the main rea
sons for allending lhe course that Jordan

" ,

Win or lose
ulldogs dig out win over HHC 59th in softball tournament ~

e
~::.
"
~r
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PlQo bV Spec. Evan Morrow
GOING OEEP- Stephen 01. of HHC 59th launche, Joeeph Helminiak', oBerlng
ovar:.1he left flald fence In game 2 o' the preseason onele doubleheader Thursday
81 field 14.

continued from page 8

~~I<~O[ERa
~ One Conlpany. i\/Iany Solutions
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hours, based on the topic, and each hour
allendcd earns the acqui~ition professional
one continuous learning point. A minimum
of three ~s are offered each month.
and the coune work focuses on real-world
exampJes. "For instancce. we may lake a
real proposal. sometlUng in-hoU9t from one
ofour conllac1ors, and eliminate the propri
etary and confidential information. 'The
instructor will have the fonn displayed on
the Iaq;e serun, and walk through. or fill-in
each step - a kind of 'how 10 evaluate' from
A-Z.·' explained Jordan.

• Acquisition Center provides Ieaming opportunities

Courses



~ Members welcome new workout equipment
1 at Sparkman Fitness Center, other gyms

Individuals with Disabilities
infonnation available online

ALERT

Infomlalion on the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans wilh
Disabilities Act is now readily available to the enli~ AMCOM
work fon:e.

Gail Ware, lhe AImy's director of !he Program for Individuals
with Disabilities, presented a briefing Feh. 20-21 for managers and
supervisors of tbe Aviation and Missile Command. Chalts from her
presenlation at Bob Jones Auditorium BR DOW available to all
employees on lhe AMCOM web page at hltps:llintranet2.ml
stone.anny.mill.

''That presentation prelly much outlines what our responsibili
ties arc he~ and what the legal responsibilities are," Thomas
Whar1on, individuals with disabilities program manager in
AMCOM's Equal EmployOlent Opportunily Office, said.

October is lhe awareness month for individuals with disabiliries.

Call 532~426t'

to advtrtIst on this page
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In shape?

ALERT
PARI 2; We are conslMllly trying 10 sludy w products and the ing~ienl5 in !Mm. You
~hould be Vcr)' cauliOUl> ll.~ a consurnc:r when you trust someone aboul a product. You
lihould also tty 10 gain as much information as pos~ble for your own Imowlcdge so you

will be able to leU when someone is jw.1 "Irying 10 ~II you soOielhing". I wanl people to
know that if !hey run IICI'OS$ somelhing Ih I they lW nat sure about. feel flU to call me. I
will tty 10 lell you cv~ing I know about products and their efTcclS. if I don'l know I
will arch !M produci 10 diKO\'et an answer 10 your qllelliona. I don't c.ve if you buy
anything from rile or nol. I am Inlly more concerned about the
hcallh and welfare of the people that lW llyillg upplemenls.
because I don'l wanca ~peat ofwhal happened to my friend.
Plc:ue. call me and I will help any way I can. 830-4234 or
email atnalurall411@aol.com

impact or stress on joinlS. It also provides a lolal
body workout.

The money for Ihe new equipment was provided
by Army Materiel Command. Cross training is con
sidered palt of standard requiJ'emenls for Army fit~

ness facHilies; and cerrain equipmenl is required.
''The delenninarion as 10 what Iype of equipnlenl

is needed depends on the square footage of the facil
ity," recrealional specialisl Tim Anderson said. The
center was deemed deficient in some BRas and
needed new equipment.

Pagano Gym, Redstone Gym, and the WeUness
Cenler also received new equipment 10 bring them
up to standards set by AMC.

For more infonnation aboul any of the faciJities.
...isil Ihe following web sire: www.redslonemwr.com.

FREE CONSULTATION
Health Check

for rww -.td al.tlng p.ttenta

$150.00 credit .7-3142

~ ~ ~ ------- ~ -_.- ~ --------~ --~ ---.' . ..-
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.i By EVEm IIIOOKS
~ For IIw 1Wc1c~,
~ II should be even easier now 10 stay fit and
~ heallhy al the Sparkman Fitness Cenler.
i The ~nterhas received new equipmenl including
~ a hack squat machlne, cross IJ'ainers and a mulli-bip
\l machine. The slaff says these are welcome addilions
~ to the facility in building S302.

"It has been IWO yean since any new equipment
~ had been purchased, some of the equipment is a lot

older than that," Gaylene Wllson, assistant sports
""i director for Redstone Arsenal, said.
~ Some people we~ "scared" at first aboul wing

Ihe new equipment. but it has been getting a lot of
use, according to Wilson. The cross trainers give
members another option of cardio withoUl Ihe
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~made it." e-
"My goal was 10 mate lifc casicr for ~

the guys in the lab," Meier said. "We've "
gone through a lot of cuts and now were ~

down to three siaff'eni keeping up wilh ~

thousands of pieces of equipmenl. Most ""
of the equipment they calibrate is ~

designed to delect radiation but some is ~
used to lest the equipment. All of it is ~
done in support of tbe soldier and his mis- 8
sion." ~_

It took about two years in development
before the final program emerged, then
anolher rhree for approval.

'1bill was one of those you sleep, eat
and drink, day and night." Meier said. "I
worked on il al home almost as much as
at work."

And because some of the work was
done at home. Meier holds the copyright
to portions of the program. The program
supports about 50 calibration sites around
the world and could be expanded later
lnlo hospitals.

"It took away a lot of time at bome but
my wife has always been very support
ive," Meier said.

His wife, Joyce, is a division chief at
Marshall Space Flight Center. He has
three daughlers, Madison, 14, wbo lives
in Chicago, and 3-ycar-old Iwins, Faith
and Holland.

Meier is gelling back to some of his
personal inte~sls including writing plays,
painting, playing softball and golf and
dancing with his twins.

1be money comes at a great time,
Meier said. The family just sold their
home and are living in temporary bausing
unlil their new bome is finished in
Augusl.

"I promised 10 take out to dinner all
the guys and girls who helped me with
the program:' Mcier said. "They tested ii,
found the problelD5. Found ways to break
il so I could go back in and fix it. The
people here have been great."

To find out more about the Army
Ideas for Excellence Program or to
submit a suggestion, log Oil to
bllps:/Iinlranet2.redslone.anny.miUaiep.
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Computer-Aided Drafting
If yOU have a curiosity about how things ftfe put together as well as perseverance

and creative ability... a career in Computer Aided Drafting could be for you.

ale not naturaUy occwring soun:es.
TMDE is responsible for' calibrating

and testing Army equipmenr used 10
detect many soun;es ofrndialion which is
especially imponanl to soldiers in an:as
with the tJuul of chemical, biological or
nuclear warfare. The Redstone lab
receives lhousands of pieces of equip
ment from the field thai must be maiD
tained, calibraled and tcsted.

"Gencrating a ealibralion report could
take two houf& or more," Meier said.
"You start out doing all these calcuJatiollli
with a No. 2 pencil and a calculalor. And
Ihen if you make a misrake, you have to
go back and do it allover again. The pro
gram curs tbe time down to about 15
minUles and eliminates the possibility of
errors.

'The fll'St calibralion report I did 
when people saw what the program CCluld
do, they realized they could do other cal
ibration reports the same way Ihen real
ized thai we CCluld srandamiu the reports
and keep a data base of infonnation Ihat
was easily rerrievllbIe," Meier said.

To know if a source is properly detect
ing radiation it must be chocked againsr a
known radioactive source. Redstone has
two large radioactive sources. The lab has
several responsibilities including cali
brating and testing equipment, generating
calibralion reports, tracking all equip
ment and maintenance records. Tbe
other side of the mission is to maintain
accountability for Ihe radioactive
sources themselves, along with sUf\leys
of Ihe facility to easure safety standams
arc met.

The program 5Upports bolb tbe equip
me~t side and the regulatory side for the
lab.

Meier demonstrated the program in
February 200 I al the Mid-year HealUt
Physics Society conference in Anaheim,
Calif.

"Once he had that briefing, people
were chomping al Ute bit wanting Ibis
program." McAulliffe said. "Then we had
to start the copyright process. It's had 10
go Ihrough several steps but we finally

A mere seven years laler Meier is col
lccling on his extensive software program
that assisls the lechnicians by simplifying
tbe calibralion proct.'Ss and reducing the
timc it takes to perfoma Ihe funclions. The
program abo supports the requiremenls
imposed by the Nuclear Rcgulatory Com
mission to maintain a license.

Lasl week he received a $10.000 sug
gcster award through the Anny Ideas for
Excellence Program.

"It's a long process to get an idea
through;' lori McAullirre, AMCOM
AlEP manager, said. "Kevin's idea was
submibed in '97. evaluated locally, sent
to AMC for eva.lualion tben up 10 the
Department of the Army wherc Ihey
fanned out his program to other agencies
for a one-year test pha.~. He was given
final DA approval in December 2000."

Meier worb in lhe lab managed as part
of the Test Measurement and Diagnostic
Equipment Activity, whicb ensures radia
tion s1andards are met according 10 !he
Nuclear Regulalory Commission. The NRC
governs the use of all radiation sources that

Post profile
Physicist awarded $IOK for software program design
Program simplifies calibration
process, maintains r8C()rds
lor radiation devices
By SANOY REBEUHG
Stuff writ~r
sand,\r htimt:s.c:oWf

Photo btl Sandy A
INNOVATIVE IDEA- Kevin MeIer, hellth physlclet In the Rtldletlon Standards and
DoIlmetry LaborBlOry at Redstone, was lIWarded $10,000 'or creetlng a 80ftware
program uaecl In the Isb 10 perronn calculations, generate reports and m.ln~ln

recorda 'or radletlon devJcea and equipment.

The golf game that never happened
created Ihe drive to change the way the

.system works in the Radiation Standardl
and Dosimetry laboratory. II also earned
one of the workers a $ I0,000 suggester
award.

"I guess it's son of funny how it all
started," Kevin Meier, health physicist at
the lab, said. "A co-worker and I had
planned to playa little golf after work but
he was stuck in Ihe lab perfonning calcu
lations on a piece of equipment that came
in for calibralion. The calculations to
gencrate one repon takcs forever to do. I
looked at him and figured we weren't
going to play golf. It was right then thai 1
knew there had 10 be a better way to do
Ihejob."
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~'Don't let ticks' bug you this summer
By CHERIE IIIIlLER
E"~·iro",,,~ntalll~althl""fi.'r,, mo.na~ ..r
FQ.~ A.rmy Ht'allil C~I,.r

• card addressed to nation's armed forces
pouring from members of the House in
support of our men and women in uni
form wbo put thenuelvea in harm's way
in various parts of the world," said Pow
ell Moore, assislant defense secretary for
legislalive affairs after the presenlalion.
"As the secretary said, lhere's no!hing
thai inspires men and women in uniform
more thlU'l 10 know that !he counrry is
behind them.",

lick out sharply as Ihis may lear off the
body parts and leave them imbedded in Ihe
skin. If this happens. remove the mouth
parts like you would remove a splim,'r.
Consider saving Ihe lick in alcohol or
fn.-eze it in a pill vial or plastic bag. In case
symptoms appear, idenlification of Ihe tick
may be important.

After removing the tick. wash the
wound sile witb soap and water and apply
an anliseptic. Avoid crushing the tick wilh
your tingen;. as this will transmit any dis-,
ease organisms to your hands. Also, wa!ih
your hands with soap and water after
removing the lick and clean the tweezers
wilh alcohol.

TIcks, unfortunately, are here to Slay.
But by following these preventive meas
mes, you can make sure mal licks are one
lhing tbal won't be "bugging" you this
season!

Editor S note: For mon information on
ricks anti tick bome diseases call the Prlb
lic Health and Education Center, Fox
Anny Health Center, at 842-0196,

Thanks
continued 1rom page 5

sign up, Che web site is SlilI there," the
depuly told tbe congressmemben.
"We're going to challenge people 10 get
85 many names on it as possible before
Sept. II."

"lbis represenlB a tremendous out-

RMSF without a rash. Symptomll can be
mild 10 severe and several dealhs have
been rl?ported.

Prevention is the key to avoid tick
bites. Ticks like long gra.'is and brush
where they can allach 10 humans and pets
:J$ lhey walk by. Keep lawns mowed and
remove brush and olher vegetation near
your home. Discourage wild animals
from coming on your property, as mey arc
often vectors for licks. If yuu must be oUI
in wooded areas use a commercial insect
repellenl effeclive against ticks. In addi
lion, wear long pants wilh the legs tucked
into socks OJ" boolS and a long sleeve shirt
tucked in. Ughl colored c10lhing will
allow you 10 Spol ticks more easily.
Check every few hours for licks if you are
in the woods for a long lime. After return
ing remove all clothing and check your
body carefully, paying special allenlion to
hairy or warm, moist parts of the body.

If you do rind a tick., remove it by using
a tweezers 10 grasp the tick's head and pull
back slowly and steadily. Avoid pulling the

F'hoIo by Unda l<oZ8l'J1'1

IN APPRECIATION- From left Rep. Ike Skelton, Deputy Defense Secretary Paur
Wolfowltz and Rep. Bob Stump pose for photographs In front of a serlel of poster
boarda thel make up a "Thank You" card 10 America', men and women In unl·
form. The two congreesmen presented the card to Wolfowllz on June 27 at the
Rayburn House Office Building In WashingIon.

can lake up to 100 limes their body weight
in blood. 'They concentralc Lhc blood dur
ing feeding and retwn much- of Ute water
back to lh~ host.

Nol all licks carry disease organismll,
so gelling a lick bile does not mean Ihat
dise~ will follow. However, you should
look for signs and symploms of lick borne
diseases following any lick bite. The
common tick borne diseases include
Lyme disease, Rocky Mounlain Spoiled
Fever, and Human Erlichiosis

Lyme Disease is Ihe most common
tick-borne disease in Ihe U.S. It has spread
rapidly with an increased number of cases
in Ihe southeast where it is usually IntOS·
milled by the black-legged tick and lhe
lone slar tick. The common symptom of
Lyme disease is a "bull's eye" ruh around
the site of the bite which appears three
days to three weeks following the bile.
The rash will have a clear center with a
red ring oUlside that. Olller symptoms
include fever, cbills, headache and
fatigue. Rarely fatal. Lyme disease can
cause significanl pain and discomfort if
aJlowed 10 progress.

Rocky Mounlain Spotted Fever,
despite the name lhal describe. ira origin,
is now abundant in the southeast wbere
the main veclor is the dog tick. RMSF
symploms include fever, cbills, muscle
aches, bloodshot eyes and headaches with
onset abeul 3-14 days after the tick bile. A
spotty rasb may occur on lIle feet and
bands in 2-3 days. RMSF can be uealed
with antibiolics, but can be falal wben lefl
unlreated.

Human erlicbiosis was identified in
1986 and bas been found predominantly
in the soulheast where its veclor, lhe lone
slar tick. is prevalent. Symploms appear
in 1-21 days (average 7) and resemble

~

~ Prevention is the key
Q::
'" to avoiding tick bl1es

~
I:lc:

'"~
With summer hl?re, Tennessee Valley

§ residents should be prepared for thl? annu
l'! aI onslaughl of insect peSlS, including
<'>'i licks. These insects can carry diseases ,1hat
"i' are harmful to both humans and animals.
... Ticks arc already prevalenr and are of

major concern due to Ihe numerous dis
eases they can transmit.

Ticks are blood-feeding parasites uf
birds, animals and humans. There arc
more !han 850 species of licks of lwo dis
tinct types: hard licks amI soft licks. Soft
ticks have lough.lealhery, pitied skin with
no di.linct head. They are uncommon bUI
may be fOWid in caves and on birds. Hard
licks bave a hard smooth skin and an
apparenl head, These licks are found in
the woods and on humans and animals.
Hard licks 1m: associated with most tick
.borne diseases in Ihe United Stales. Com
moo hard licks in the Tennes.see VaUey are
the dog lick, black-legged tick, lone slar
lick and the brown lick.

Ticks can carry disease genns in their
bodies Chat they transmit 10 humans and
animals when lIley bile. TIcks stay allached
to the host by using a dart-like anchor with
backward cwving leeth lllal grip inlo the
stio. They also secrete a cement lllat hard
ens and helps bold the lick 0010 the hosl.
The lick slices open the skin with the
anchor, inserts !he bead under the skin and
engorges itselfon the blood. Hard licks are
slow feeders and can lake several days 10

finish a blood meal. 'They can extl1lCl up to
-8 millililers of blood during a feeding and



Soldiers visit Veterans Memorial Museum in Huntsville
By EVETTi BROOKS
For IN RUC'/;~r

Whelber it's a re-enactment of tbe
Civil War or vinlage military hardware,
the Veterans Memorial Museum has
something 10 offer everyone.

The Veterans Memorial Museum,
operated by the AJabama Center of MiIi
lary History Inc.. is a oon-profit tax
exempt educaliooal institulion founded
for the pu.rpose of historical preservldion,
public display, and public education. The
museum in Hunlsville is run by volunteers

and has been m existence: for one year.
The museum is dedicaled 10 memorializ
ing the deeds of American military men
and women..

Some studenls from Charlie Company,
832Dd Ordnance Battalion were fortunBIe
enough 10 lake a lour of the museum and
found it 10 be interesting. The srudents
were treated to a re-enactment by Jim
R!lodei, one of the volunteers. I...any Bayer
shared his knowledge of the Vietnam War;
and Charlie Couins told them about the
Korean War. Bob Beauchamp, wbo was a
mecbanic in the 8th Army Air Force,

described his experiences in World War n.
Beauchamp said this year is the 60th
anniv~ary of the 8th Army Air Fon=.e.

The museum displays~ than 30
bistorical military vehicles and field
pieces, maps, artifacls and otller memora
bilia dating from 18th century campaigns
10 the present.

The museum has no tax-based support
and operates eUIlJ'ely on contributions
from the public. The museum displays
items of interesl that relate 10 individuaJ
servicemembers and the sacrifices that
they made to pRSCJVe the freedoms that

~
1c...

we enjoy loday. SpeciaJ emphasis is made
for velerans of Huntsville and surround- r
mg~. ~

Local veterans and coUcetors are iIIvit- B
ed to loan items for timely displays. Yet- f
er.ms groups are encouraged to share &heir '"
experiences througb a pennaoeot display. r

The Yeterans Military Mweum is locat- =-
ed in John Hunt Park on Airport Road. ..

Fer man: infonnation or to schedule a lOUr !:
for a vecenms or IChooI group, call 883-3737. ':.
Infomwion can also be obcained by visiting ~
the following web sites:info@memoriaImu- ~
&eullLorg or www.memorialmuseum.OII.
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Coasl last faU may have si.lenced some
critics. "I Ibink the attacks lasl fan
broughl home the point thaI this is a real
tlwat and thaI it's possible to manufacture
this kind of bioweapoo, and it's not alto
gether difficult to disseminate it:'
Winkenwerder said. "This is something
that's nOljust in people's imagination. II is
real."

Edilors nOle: AFPS reporter Jim
GaranlOne cOlllribllted (0 t},is report.

, I I •
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WE DO WHAT
If TAKES.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

said William F. Raub, deputy direclor of
public health preparedness al HHS. The
two departmcnl5 are also e:tamining the
curreot vaccine 10 see if its protocol can
be changed.

"We fight and win as learns," he said.
"If a learn of people are in an enviroument
deployed in a mililary silualion, I think
Ihe commander as well as all the individ
uals wanl to know are we all protecred."

The anlhrdX attacks on Ihe U.S. East

shots "later into 2002, possibly as late as
2003, and tbat's because the supply of Ihe
vaccine is limited," Wmkenwerder said.

He insisled Ihere is no danger in slop
ping and restarting the series of shots.
"Protection lasts montbs to yean at some
level." he said.

Under the previous prognun. 525,000
scrvicemembcrs have received a to1011 of
2. I million doses of the vaccine. Contrary
to widespread media reports of service
members refusing to be vaccinaled, even
al the cosl of their careers, Winkl:nwerdcr
said the true number is relatively small
eompared to the number of doses admin
iSlen::d. DoD has no formal method of
counting rl:fusals, but service chiefs
rcpon 441 servicemembers have refu~

to be vaccinated. He said there have been
no deaths linked to the vaccine.

In the earlier interview, Winkenwerder
dismis~dwidespread claims that the V1C

cine isn't safe or effeclive. He cited a
study released March 6 by the In.'itilute of
Medicine Ihat found the vaecin to be
"effective prolcclion a ainst anthrax..
including inhalation anthrax."

. "The Inslitute of cdicinc of Ihe
National Academy of Scien s - a \'cry
august, prominenl body - ha... said in a
very lac ,in a v ry important. compre-

.hensiv report lhat the vaccine is safe and
effeclive:' Winkenwerder said earlier.
Several other studies by repulable inde
pendent agencies have released similar
conclusions.

Even tbough it is scaled back. the vac
cinalion program will remain mandalory
for troops in areas covered by the policy.
Winkenwerder said Ihis is no different
from any number of olher vaccines and
u ml.'<1ical inlervcnlions" that are mandato
ry for military people based on where Ibey
are serving.

The Defense Depanment is working
with HHS 10 develop a new anthrax vac
cine that would require fewer shots and be
made using a different, easier melhod,

• Anthrax program 10 resume

Vaccine
continued from page 3
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vaccine to DoD.
Willkenwerder said the new policy is

"more targeted" than the previous pllUl to
vaccinate the total force. He llaid the num
bers of servicemembers and essential
civilians vaccinated will jump. but he
would not say how high. Nor would he
say what areas of the world are consideMd
"higher lhrcat."

"We will identify those areas to the ser
vicemembers before they are deployed to
those arelL'i, but we don 'I inlend 10 lalk
pubHcly aboutlhat as we describe the pol
icy 10 the rest of the counlry, 10 the
media," Winkenwerder said during an
earlier inlerview with American Forces
Press Service. "And Ihe rea.1On is, we
don't mlend 10 give our adversaries lIlI

indication of exactly who and when and
where wc'\'c immunized people. We
would like that 10 be a funher delem:nt to
anybody who might think about using
anlhrax as a weapon."

The doctoc said DoD medical officials
hope to SW1 vaccinating IaIg ted rvicc
members 45 days before they deploy. The
anthnlx vaccine require,; six shoes over an 18
month period for maximwn inummiry, bul a
relati Iy high level of immuniry is reacbed
after fm.tlhree ~, he explained.

Wink nwerder lUld Vice Adm. Gordon
Holder, direclor of logislics on the Joint
Slaff. said the vaccination program may
relum 10 tOlal-force covenge if vaccine
avaHability improves and if lhe biological
threat changes.

Individuals who started lhe six-shot
series under the previous guidelines will
n::sume the series where Ihey left off.

Others who starled Ihe shots previous
ly but are nOI currenlly cm'eroo un<fur the
IICW program will receive lhe rest of their



ny, has been a Guardsman for five yean.
He said the badge represen~ "a lot of sac
rifice. commirment to duty, honor and
integrilY, whal I feel like the Anny repre
senlS; pride in your unit and yourself."

"It's a high honor award," Spec.
N..lhan Russell, 24, also of Bravo Com
pany, said, "A lot of people don't go for it
because they lhink they might faiL"

The EIB board consisted of six soldiers
who bad previously earned the badge: lsI
Sgt. Robert Haigler. SFC Leo n and
SR: Eugene Newberry of Charlie Compa
ny; I st Sgt. BiD Jones and SFC Jobn Raines
of Bravo Company; and 1st Sgt. Willie
Ingram of Alpha Company. A leam rrom
Camp Shelby, Miss., observed the testing.

Pugh saw significance in the ballal
ion's usc of Redstone Arsenal for last
week's lest. "Iljust epitomizes the support
that we've gotlen from Redstone Alwnal
since we've been here," he said.

He expressed his appreciation 10 Col,
Brenl Swart, the deputy post commander,
who R:llred July I. "Col. Swart has sup
ported US lremendously in conducting Ihe
ElB here at Redstone. I'm going 10 miss
Col. Swart a lot. He has been extremely
good to us:'

by Sl<1p v
TRAINING STATION- Call for fire WBS among the six ateUona for the Expert
Infantryman's Badge trelnlng and testing et Vincent Park conducted last week by
1e1 Battalion of the 167th fnlantry, Alabema Anny Nallonal GUerd, From left are
8Sgt. Joel Mebry of Cherlle Company, NCO-In-eharge of lhe 8laUon; Spec. John
Holzer of Charlie Company, 8 member of the 1891 cadre; and badge candidate
Spec. Jamie Thompson of Alpha Company.

Call for quotes & dvliv42ry guorontC'l42! • 539-1658

Badge
continued trom page 2

"II's so phy ically and menially chal
lenging:' Pugh said. "You can only fail
two (of the 33) tasks and you have to be
able 10 retest on those tasks within one
hour of failing it"

The infantry sk.iIIs tested include first
aid, weapons proficiency, map reading.
call ror fire, emplacing mines, individual
movement lechniques, hand grenades,
anti-lank weapons, and communications.
The six station~ throughout Vincent Park
each tesled about five different events.

The pR:requisitcs weR: jusl as chal
lenging: qualifying as expert on the M-16
rille, scoring al leasl 70 percent on all
events in the physical training test. doing
day and night land navigation, and com
pleting a 12-mile road march with all
equipment and a 3S-pound ruck sack
wilhin three houn,

"I think it's the highest non-combat
award or badge Ihat you can receive,"
Spec, Chris Waldrop, 23, said while gOlDg
through the Inl.ining stations lasl week.
Waldrop, of the battalion's Bravo Compa-

• Battalion last conducted test for elite badge four years ago

(256) 837-0551 I 6210-( Old Madison Pike I Huntsville'
One block west of Space & Rocket Center
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GEICO offers speCial programs for members of the mdir ry and th ir families. We've
served you SInce 1936 and we're standing by you now. We offer: Dlscounls for actIve
duty. guard. reserve and r tIred mrli ry .. Offlc S near most military bases .. R~uc
coverage for secured/stored v hIdes .. Emergency deployment discounts. GIVe us a caU.
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VEHICLE HISTORY REPORTS i

2001 Dodgl 'nll.pld IE
2001 Buick &entu" CUllom
2001 Dodg,lntrepld IE
2001 Dod.' Intrepid IE
1917 Hontll Accord BE
2001 Ponllie Grand AnI SE
2000 CIl,wrolel Impala
1990 NISSln 301ZX
19M CedllllC Dlvlll C01lnC:OUII
1997 luldl LeSabra lImHld
2000 QMC Sonaml SLS
1t99 Oldlmoblle Alero OL
1911 Mllsubllhl Gllenl ES
1994 Cldllle~ Fleetwood
1991 CIlevl'II lei Millbu
1911 Salum SC2
1911satum8L2
2901 PIymoUtll Neon HlahUn.
1991 CIllvl'IIl.. Canller HS
1108 Cblvrolll ClMllllr HS
1906 Saab gOO BE Turbo
1996 Bula: S1cylarll CUltom
1992 GMC Sonoml ILS
1992 Pontile Bonnhllli SE

6 month/6k mile Warranty
·Smut Ctwl6ce 2GOD compr -.......,

1rM........., drtYe ..,. cooing.,., IKIary IIC.r..onl 1Vtf*I, Net.~ Iuel ..,.. _ • I9uIdI-- -SmartChoice2000
S«Urlng Your FuIuTr

8803 Madison Blvd,

464..5100
2002 Cftl'llOllt Anllnehe $31,950
19. ltJ:uI G64GO $28,.0
2002 Ford bplorer XLT $23,975
2002 Ford F150 112 Ton SUper Crew $23,950
2002 Mini Cooper $22,950
201n lincoln Town Clr executive $22,100
2001 Oldsmobile SUIlouette $21,100
ZOIn PDIIllle Grand PTII GJP $21,500
2001 Ford Wlndallr BEl Viln $20,950
2002 Jllp lIblrty LImited $20,100
1999 Ford E:rpldilion Xll4~ $11,100
1991 Dodge Durango Sll 414 $18.910
1999 Cadlllic DIVllle $18,750
2001 GMC Sonoml Crew Clb 4.,. $17,950
1911 eIIhl'llJ.. Tlholll $17,900
2002 Suzuki XL-74" $17.900
1999 Buick PlrII AnnUl $15,900
1999 Chryller Town & Coullry LXI $15,900
1999 GMC Jimmy lLE $'5,900
1919 Cllevrolet Blazer 4dr 414 $14,900
2001 Silum L200 $13,995
1999 Clllvrolet Bllzer 4dr $13,950
1998 Pontile Trani Sport $12.995
2001 Pontiac Grand Am SE $12,950
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FLIGHT SIMULATOR- Nevy le8gue c8d8ta DeMercua OIxle Ind Dequon Dwight
u.. the 0H-58 Kiowa Warrior training almulator during their tour of the Avt on
and MIHtIe Command'a Software Engineering Dlrectorllte. Redstone A 1I1
Support Activity a..lllted the N.v.1 Sea Cldet Corps from Alebllme and neerOy
atat.. by hoatlng "'elr Innual Navy le8gue C8d8t trllnlng this YM',

cadelB had 10 walk. almosl two miles 10

the dining facility. Here. it was jusl next
door so il gives them maK time 10 work
on other skiDs."

And work on skiDs is what the cadelS
spent their week doing. Even tbough
HunlBville is not a naval town, il is locat
ed next 10 a large body of wllter. So
RASA petSOllDel ananged through Out
door Recreation for a ponloon boat to be
used by the cadelS on the Tennessee
River. '1'bey learn basic maritime skills
such 88 navigation and lafety while out
on the water," Byers said. The TeMeSSee
River trip was defmitely a learning expe
rience for Cadet Dequon Dwighl, who
said it was IUs rant time ever on the waleS.

'"1be variety of work and lecbnology
at Redstone also means we have a 101 10
offer as a learning experience," Rogers
said. "But learning can be fun." Rogers
arranged for the cadelS 10 lour the Avia
tion and Missile Command's Softwtn
EagineeriD& DiRelorate. Cade.. not only
learned about the Anny's UH-60 BlICk
Hawk and OH-s8 Kiowa Wamor heli
copiers, !hey gOI to use both helicoplers'
training simulators. Cadet Gabriela
KoepliD said she wants to be a Navy pilot,
bUI she was .fant in line 10 try the Black
Hawk simulator..... was cool," she said.
Koeplin also said that sbe never imagined
that pilots actually used video simulators
10 train.

In addition to the helicopter simulation
work, the cadets also talked to SED per
sonnel about their Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle and roboti~. SED diRelor Bill
Craig greeted the group and accompanied
ilB lour. "They tn one of the mosl disci
plined groups I've seen," said Craig, as he
watched the studen.. line up and quietly
wait (heir tum 10 try the SED hands-on
equipment.

The cadels also learned about various
Anny weapons when Ihey tried the SED's
Applied Imagery Laboratories various
simulalors. including the trainers for the
Improved Target Acquisition Syslem.
Slinger, L~f-SiteAnti-lank. M-16 and
Javelin Basic SkiDs Trainer. Since most
of the cadels expressed an inlerest in one
day being 8 Navy fighlcr pilo~ one of Ihe
most popular was the Basic Avialion
Training Devicc which simulalcs fixed
wing or airplane piloling.

'--rhis was probably onc of Ihe
youngest groups we've had," Kimberly
Danford of SED's Soflwan:l Configura
lion Group said. "But we wanl 10 ge'
these kids inlcresled in a military or civil
service career while they are young."

This joinl-service venlUre between a
young group of polential sailors and Red
stone Arsenal seemed 10 have pleased
both groups. "Wc will definitcly be back
next year if R d lonc wtll have us," Byers
aid.

Redstone Arsenal serves as host
for youngste~ annual training
By JaIl GII.1.ESAE
For II" R(JIC~I

Encouraging the yourb of today 10

explore the military and its missions and
generale interest in possible military and
civilian-related careers is a goal the Anny
and Redstone Arsenal take seriously. 'The
Redstone Arsenal Suppon Activity is
proving to be a willing. effe<:tive and suc
cessful host 10 various youth-oriented
groups -the most rueDt being !he Naval
Sea Cadet Corps, a non-profit civilian
education organization.

"We weK contacted by the Naval Sea
Cadet Corps and asked if Redstone could
host these young people so il could con
duct ilB annual IralDing. We are always
willing 10 hosl young people inten:sted in
a military career. 80 we did what we could
here at Redslone:' CSM LawJence
Rogers of Redstone Anc:nal Suppon
Activity said.

The Redstone Arsenal Support Activi
ty provided billeling, access to !he A.ne
nal dining facility and Outdoor Recn:
ation, and set up a tour at the Aviation and
Missile Command's Softwan:l Engineel'o
ing Directorate for approl(imately SO
youlh who were predominalely 11-13
years old. The cadets came from Alaba
ma, Georgia, Tennessee and Missouri,
and comprised six Naval Sea Cadet Corps
unilS.

"Redstone Arsenal is a great place for
us. both locatioo- and facility-wise," said
Lt. j.g. Eric Byers. commanding officer of
the 233rd SEABEE Bal1a1ion in
LoganviUe, Ga. "Each year we conduct a
'mini-boot camp' for the Navy League
Cadets. These are youngslers that are new
10 the Naval Sea Cadet Corps, and this
initial training camp teaches them Ihe
basics of maritime skill$ such as man:b
ing, protOCOl. maritime and leadership
skiDs."

The program is similar to the militaJy
reserves in ils structure - studenlB vol
unleer for the program and meet one
weekend a month to uain, with a yearly
week of duty. Thc objectives of the pro
gram include promoting patriolism and
helping young Americans undcfSland the
role of Ihe maritime services. Many ofthe
cadCIS join the organization because Ihey
are looking loward a naval or military
career.

The cadels were billeted al building
3436, a building DO longer used by Red
stone pel'3Onnel, bUI more than adequate
for the cadets' tDining. according to
Byers and En ign Scotl Hwn rd of the
Chauanooga Division. "This is a resort
compared to FOI1 Slewart, Ga.,.. Humberd
quipped. "Seriou Iy, Ihough, at Fort
Slewart. site of lasl year's training, the




