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His best Veterans Day ever
World War II Army veteran
gets high school diploma
more than 60 years later 
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Guest of honor John Sands looked
around the filled gym in the second
largest high school in Georgia and
remembered when things weren’t so
cordial.

He remembered when he was
growing up in Marietta, a young black
man trying to help his family survive
in trying times. He left a segregated
school in the sixth grade to go to work
to help his parents and four younger
siblings. He was drafted into the Army
two years later and went to fight in
Europe during World War II. He land-
ed on Normandy Beach on D-Day.

Years later he came to Redstone,
left the Army and went to work for
the government. At times he thought
about pursuing a general education
diploma but never did.

This year he heard on the radio
about how various state school
boards, in conjunction with the U.S.
Department of Education, were
accepting applications for high
school diplomas from World War II
and Korean War veterans who entered
the military before graduating. Dr.
Kaylene Hughes, a member of the
Historical Office, helped him submit
an application to the Cobb County
(Ga.) board of education.

“He had heard about a similar pro-
gram in Alabama, but was unable to
apply here because he had gone to
school in Georgia,” Hughes recalled.
“After he explained what he was
looking for, I did an Internet search
for him. I found the information and
form he needed, then assisted him in
completing the application and locat-
ing the correct address for his sub-
mission.”

Marietta High School asked him
to come to the school to receive his
diploma during a Veterans Day cere-
mony Nov. 11. And so here he was.

See Diploma on page 5

Condition-based
maintenance in line
for helicopter programs
By AL SCHWARTZ
For the Rocket

Condition-Based Mainte-
nance, the use of embedded
sensors to determine the
“health” and actual usage of
components, has the potential
to significantly reduce the
amount of maintenance work-
load Soldiers perform on avia-
tion platforms as well as reduce
unscheduled or unplanned
maintenance.

“CBM will have a dramatic,
positive effect in two critical
areas: it will reduce the overall
maintenance burden to the Sol-
dier; and it will increase readi-
ness to the warfighting com-
mander,” Maj. Gen. Jim Pills-
bury, commander of the Avia-
tion and Missile Command,
said. “It is the most important
initiative we can undertake
after our continuing support to
the warfighter.”

Technology has become
available over the past few
years that will allow maintain-
ers to collect data and engi-
neers to analyze that data to
determine the health of compo-
nents. Embedded sensors can
monitor for vibration, tempera-
ture, pressure and other vari-
ables which describe the actual
state or usage of the aircraft. 

“CBM will fundamentally

change how we do business,”
Robert Brown, Condition-
Based Maintenance lead with
the Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, said. “Today we perform
maintenance inspections based
on time … how many flying
hours are on the component.
We inspect and then we service
the aircraft.”  

With CBM, according to
Brown, Soldiers will be able to
perform maintenance based on
the condition of the compo-
nent; and that, in turn, will
reduce the amount of unneces-
sary maintenance or inspec-
tions.

Pillsbury has charged a team
of logisticians, engineers and
other specialists from the Avia-
tion and Missile Command, the
Program Executive Office for
Aviation and the Research
Development and Engineering
Center to conduct a CBM Proof
of Principle effort. “This
opportunity expects to demon-
strate the potential CBM has to
significantly increase the oper-
ational readiness of our air-
craft,” he said.  

Brown, the Task Force lead,
said the Proof of Principle is to
collect data from several com-
ponents on three aircraft sys-
tems. “Many of the parts are
monitored, but in a reactive
way,” he said. “We want to cap-
ture enough data over time to
establish a normal range for
each component, based on sev-
eral variables; and then when
the component begins to go out-
side that range of condition indi-
cators, we can determine the
maintenance needed. Unsched-
uled maintenance becomes
planned maintenance.” 

The Proof of Principle calls
for data to be collected on the
UH-60 Black Hawk, AH-64
Apache and eventually the CH-
47 Chinook helicopters. This
collection effort is done in col-
laboration with the aircraft pro-
gram managers within PEO
Aviation. 

The CBM Task Force is
finalizing the components to
monitor for the Proof of Princi-
ple. “We’re looking at several

See Sensors on page 5

Sensors to determine when systems need fixing

Photo by Skip Vaughn
PRIZED POSSESSION— World War II veteran John
Sands shows the high school diploma he received
at a Veterans Day ceremony in Marietta, Ga.
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Maj. Gen. Jim Pillsbury
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Letters to the Editor

We have discovered somewhat to
our dismay that recent upgrades
to our e-mail system have delet-

ed the jpeg files that are in our e-mails
that we had saved. While understanding
that security concerns brought this about,
it is hard to understand why we weren’t
alerted to this upcoming change in
advance of it happening. An e-mail
should have been sent to every user
explaining what was going to happen and
how to change the files or save them if
one needed to. Important files have been
lost that cannot be retrieved, files that are
important to our work. I want to know
why we, the work force, are not alerted
to changes such as this in advance. I per-
sonally find it very unprofessional and
almost incomprehensible why such
things are done without educating the
work force.

I understand that jpeg files will not be

allowed in the Redstone network from
outside. Well, in our work we sometimes
need them. If they must come in another
format, what is that format?  What do we
tell people we work with who are not on
Redstone?

All I am asking is to educate us before
changes such as this are made, not after.

Bob Mulkey
AMCOM Safety Office

Editor’s note: The Garrison provided
the following response. “Lt. Gen.
Richard Hack, Army Materiel Command,
has placed heavy emphasis on getting
Information Assurance Vulnerability
Alerts implemented immediately. During
the biweekly AMC video teleconference,
he stated that if a system was not IAVA

See Security on page 3

Photo files blocked for security

There are several people on the sec-
ond floor that sit right above the
fitness center (in building 5302).

Every day, and I do mean every day,
around lunch time and then again
around 2:30 p.m., everything starts
shaking. Now that includes the second
floor itself, the computer, the desk and
anything you have on your desk. Why
you ask; well it’s because of the weight
lifting (I’m sorry, that should be weight
dropping) that is happening at the fit-
ness center.

Can you please tell me what possess-
es an adult to lift more weight than
he/she can feasibly set down?  In other
words, is there a need to drop the
weights because the adult can’t bend
over?  Well that can’t be right because
the adult bends over to pick the weights
up. Just would appreciate some consider-
ation for those of us who have to “live”
with the shaking five days a week.  

Joyce A. Scharf
IMMC

Whole lot of shaking going on

The purpose of this letter is to com-
mend the staff of the MWR Post
Library for service beyond the call

of duty.
My sister, Kathy Pyburn, who fre-

quents the Post Library often, repeated,
on e-mail one day, her pleasure at deal-
ing with the Library staff. She said how
efficient and friendly they are as well as
how cheerful they keep the atmosphere
with colorful decorations.

Having recently returned from teach-
ing at bases in Asia, I could identify with
her pleasure. However, at that time, I
was experiencing frustration:

You see, on Sept. 11, 2001, I had just
started a thick mystery; but given the
problems that my students, and thus I,
were presented with in wake of the attack
on the USA and the increased security on
base, I was forced to abandon the novel.

On returning to the States last year, I
wanted to continue the novel; but, with
everything that had happened, I could
remember very little of the key informa-
tion, like author and title. I searched the
stack at the local university library here

and also did Internet searches in hope of
jogging my memory; but, alas, it was to
no avail.

I mentioned my frustration to Kathy
and she said, “I bet the librarian at the
Post Library can figure out the author
and title!” I did not think they could and
I really didn’t want to impose on them,
but Kathy insisted, saying they would
enjoy the challenge.

Indeed, shortly thereafter, Kathy
wrote with the title. Gail Alden had
located the book based only on the gen-
der of that author, the time period and
the setting of the story! I was most
impressed!

Kathy mentioned that Elizabeth
Jones, who is always most helpful at the
desk had accepted the challenge in
behalf of Alden and that Martha Piskulic,
as chief also deserved credit.

Please print this letter so that all of
Redstone can reflect on what a fine
library staff you have.

Clifton Adams, Ph.D.
Warrensburg, Mo. 

Post Library solves mystery

Owens Elementary School would
like to send a big thank you to the
members of the Redstone Arsenal

NCO Academy Class 002-05. Because of
their help, our Harvest Festival was a
great success. This group of individuals
helped organize our booths, worked the
games and participated in the cleanup
effort afterward. Their presence was also
a calming force for our students, volun-
teers and visitors.    

We owe the following members our
gratitude: Sgt. 1st Class Michael Car-
reker, Sgt. 1st Class Michael Anderson,
Sgt. 1st Class Marc Babicz, Sgt. 1st
Class Jason Buckhouse, Sgt. 1st Class

Garrick Hipskind, Sgt. 1st Class
Charles Kleve, Sgt. 1st Class Dana
McClanahan, Sgt. 1st Class Jeremiah
Raemhild, Sgt. 1st Class Scott Weimer,
Sgt. 1st Class Adrian White, Sgt. 1st
Class Steven Wiggin and Sgt. 1st Class
Jeffrey Wilson. If I have failed to men-
tion someone, I apologize.

To all of the individuals above, your
willingness to help is admirable and
appreciated. Best wishes to all for the
upcoming holidays and beyond.  

Marla Mucci Williams
sixth-grade teacher
Owens Elementary School, Athens

Top grade for NCOs presence

Irecently attended the mandatory Sub-
stance Abuse Training in which a
video was shown, done by retired

Mississippi State Trooper Pete Collins,
on the effects of drinking and driving. His
video was an attention grabber and made
many of us sit up and pay attention. The
class members were informed after the
training that Redstone was attempting to
get Mr. Collins to come speak at the end
of October and that if we wanted to come

to this presentation, to sign up for it in
TIPS. Well the training never showed up
in TIPS, and the instructor never put out
an e-mail saying a schedule for Mr.
Collins was finally in place and that peo-
ple could sign up. Imagine my sadness
when I read the Nov. 3 Redstone Rocket
and saw that Mr. Collins was here on
Oct. 25. I would like to have 

See Training on page 3

Missed training opportunity

The annual Thanksgiving Advanced
Individual Training dinner was
held Nov. 18 at 5:30 p.m. at

Bicentennial Chapel. The Catholic and
Protestant social committees combined
together to host this special event. The
church donated 20 turkeys for this occa-
sion. Catholic and Protestant congrega-
tions brought bountiful and delicious
home cooked side dishes and desserts.

Father George Rzasowski provided
an inspirational devotion and prayer

prior to dinner. More than 250 Sol-
diers attended this event! The Soldiers
look forward to this great event every
year and this year was the best turnout
for Soldiers and donated home cooked
meals ever. It was a great way to
thank our Soldiers! The Soldiers pro-
vided many thanks to the parishioners
and social committees for this won-
derful event.

Dave Macedonia

Congregations thank Soldiers



The Provost Marshal Office provided
the following list of reported incidents:

Nov. 12: An individual was observed in
the Post Exchange selecting various items
and then exiting without rendering proper
payment. He was issued a violation notice
and released. Investigation continues by
the Provost Marshal Office.

Nov. 14: An individual was observed in
the Post Exchange selecting various items
and then exiting without rendering proper
payment. He was issued a violation notice
and released. Investigation continues by
the Provost Marshal Office.

Nov. 15: An individual was found to be
driving with a suspended license when he
was stopped for speeding. He was issued
two violation notices for speeding and driv-
ing with a suspended license and released.
The vehicle was secured at the scene pend-
ing removal by a licensed driver.

Nov. 16: An individual was found to be
in possession of marijuana when he asked
a witness to smoke with him. The witness
reported the incident to the police. The
subject was processed and released.
Investigation continues by the Provost
Marshal Office.

Nov. 16: An individual was found to be

operating his motor vehicle with a sus-
pended driver’s license during an inspec-
tion at Gate 9. He was issued a violation
notice and released.

Nov. 18: An individual was found to be
operating his motor vehicle while under
the influence of alcohol when he
approached Gate 10 while lost. He was
transported to the Provost Marshal Office
where he was issued a violation notice
and then detained until his blood alcohol
level reached an acceptable level.

Traffic accidents reported: five with-
out injuries, none with injuries.

Violation notices issued: 17 speeding,
1 no driver’s license in possession, 1
parking in a no parking zone, 2 larceny, 1
driving under the influence, 1 driving
with a suspended license, 1 possession of
a controlled substance and 1 no proof of
insurance.

Crimes, accidents
and other occurrences

 

What are you thankful for?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Nancy Walker
DoD civilian

“I’m thankful for
family, friends and
the fact that we live
in the United States
of America. We have
lots of advantages

that we all take for granted and need
to be more thankful for.”

Marvin Knight
DoD civilian
“I’m thankful
for the contin-
ued well-being
of my family,
my sons and
grandchildren.
All are in good health and doing
well.”

An open lane random survey

Shania Burrows
DoD civilian

“I’m thankful for my
family and the country
I live in.”

Susan Mueller
DoD civilian
“I’m thankful to
be an American
blessed with the
freedoms that
we have and for
my family. I‘m
thankful for the
Soldiers and the
job that I have helping them do
their job.”

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Name: Lira Frye

Job: Public affairs specialist, Garrison

Where do you call home?
Tullahoma, Tenn.

What do you like about your job?
Something different is happening every
day. The interesting and unique people I
get to meet. And the sense of satisfaction
I get in serving the military community.

What do you like to do in your spare
time?
Read, spend time with my kids, ride
horses.

What are your goals?
To enjoy life and raise great children.

Getting to know you

‘We believe if there’s anything you want to do in
life, you need devotion.’

— Earth, Wind & Fire band in concert 1975

Quote of
the week

Security
continued from page 2

compliant, he wanted it taken off the net-
work or a mitigation plan developed to
protect the network. This mandate was
reiterated in AMCOM commander Maj.
Gen. Jim Pillsbury’s article in the Nov. 3
Rocket, page 2, which stated the impor-
tance of securing the information infra-
structure.

“IAVA 2004-A-0015 (formerly 2004-
A-0017) relating to jpeg files came out
Sept. 23 with an implementation period
of 30 days. The urgency of implementing
this IAVA was elevated when the Director
of Information Management learned that
exploits were already publicly available
to hackers before the IAVA was released
by Army. This situation put all of Red-
stone’s systems at risk and could have
had devastating effects on our ability to
support Soldiers in the field. There was
not enough time to patch all of Red-
stone’s computers, so the only way to
ensure that our systems were made safe
was to add jpegs to our virus definitions
and remove them from our e-mail
servers. As a result, those jpeg attach-
ments which were stored on the e-mail
servers were permanently removed.  

“We block numerous file extensions
and reject many more known spamming
sites to protect the users here at Red-
stone. Without this type of protection,
users would have to wade through thou-
sands of SPAM messages and would be
plagued by viruses which would cause
numerous work stoppages. Please under-

stand, we responded within minutes of
receiving direction from the Army Com-
puter Emergency Response Team. If we
have time, we notify people up front;
however, in regard to viruses, advance
notice is not always possible. Many of
these IAVA actions are immediate
responses to ongoing attacks. Incidental-
ly, Redstone Arsenal is consistently one
of the most attacked installations in the
Department of Defense.

“The e-mail system is not sized or
designed to be used for permanent file
storage as there are other safer and more
efficient ways to store files. Files can be
placed on a file server which is backed
up and therefore not affected by the Anti-
Virus application, or files can be saved
on the user’s PC hard drive. As future
vulnerabilities are discovered this type
issue may resurface, so we urge cus-
tomers to identify those files they wish to
retain and store them in personal storage
files, or use more permanent solutions
(CD, DVD, tape backup, etc.).  

“The jpeg block will remain in effect
until all systems have been patched for
the vulnerability. We currently allow
jpegs to be transferred internally within
the Redstone DOIM managed systems,
but block all inbound jpegs. There are
methods available to transfer jpeg files in
support of your mission requirements.
Contact your IMO or IT help desk for
additional information.

“The DOIM apologizes for the incon-
venience, but we are currently at war
and the protection of Army assets is our
priority. We appreciate your support in
this matter.”

■ E-mail system defends against outside attacks

Training
continued from page 2

seen this gentleman in person and listen
to his powerful words, but now I cannot
because of poor communication. 

Name withheld by request
Editor’s note: The Garrison provided the

following response. “Several e-mail notices
regarding the mandatory Substance Abuse
Training and special guest speaker, Capt.
Pete Collins, retired Mississippi State Troop-
er, were made available to the Redstone com-
munity. Notices were issued to ‘Redstone
Community and Garrison All’on Oct. 19 and
25. We apologize and regret that some
employees may not have received e-mail noti-

fications to come and hear Capt. Collins’out-
standing presentations, presented on Oct. 25
and 26 at the Sparkman Center, Bob Jones
Auditorium. We will assure that the training is
included in TIPS so that employees who have
taken the training can receive credit and also
provide employees the opportunity to sign up
for future Substance Abuse Training.

“The Army Substance Abuse Office is
available to provide Substance Abuse Train-
ing to employees, supervisors and
managers. There are several training videos
to include presentations provided by Capt.
Collins and other training materials avail-
able to Team Redstone community in the
Army Substance Abuse Office. Point of con-
tact for training is Ruby Turner, AMSAM-RA-
DHR, Army Garrison, Redstone, phone num-
ber 842-9895.”

■ Didn’t notice guest speaker’s schedule
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Former business executive 
served in defense industry

ARMY NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON — Dr. Fran-
cis J. Harvey was sworn in Fri-
day at the Pentagon as the 19th
Secretary of the Army.

“This is a great honor for me,”
Harvey said. “My top priority
will be to serve our Soldiers,
civilian employees and family
members of the active compo-
nent, Army Reserve and Army
National Guard. I look forward
to working with the secretary of
Defense, the Army chief of staff,
Gen. Pete Schoomaker; and the
Army senior leadership as we
fight the Global War on Terror-
ism while continuing to trans-
form the force.” 

The Senate confirmed Presi-
dent Bush’s nomination of Har-
vey Nov. 16. 

“It’s great to have Dr. Harvey
on board as our Secretary,” said
Gen. Peter Schoomaker, the
Army chief of staff. “Dr. Harvey
has a wealth of experience lead-
ing large organizations with

diverse work forces, managing
major programs and leading
technology development. His
education and industry experi-
ence will serve us well as he
leads our Army in this window of
strategic opportunity.”

As secretary of the Army,
Harvey has statutory responsibil-
ity for all matters relating to
Army manpower, personnel,
reserve affairs, installations,
environmental issues, weapons
systems and equipment acquisi-

tion, communications and finan-
cial management. Harvey is
responsible for the department’s
annual budget of $98.5 billion.
He leads a work force of more
than 1 million active duty, Army
National Guard, and Army
Reserve Soldiers, 220,000 civil-
ian employees, thousands of con-
tractors, and has stewardship
over 15 million acres of land.

Prior to his appointment, Har-
vey was a business executive
with broad experience centered
on the defense industry. He held
various professional, manage-
ment and executive positions
within the Westinghouse Corpo-
ration from 1969-97, including
president of the Electronics Sys-
tems Group, president of the
Government and Environmental
Services Company, and chief
operating officer of the $6 billion
Industries and Technology
Group. 

Most recently, Harvey was a
director and vice chairman of
Duratek, a company specializing
in treating radioactive, hazardous
and other wastes. In his career,
he has been involved in one or
more phases of more than 20

major Department of Defense
programs.

Harvey earned his doctorate
in metallurgy and material sci-
ences from the University of
Pennsylvania and his bachelor of
science at Notre Dame in metal-
lurgy engineering and material
science. He was a White House
Fellow at the Department of
Defense in the late 1970s.

Harvey succeeds Les Brown-
lee, who served as the acting
Secretary of the Army for the
past 18 months.

“I want to take this opportuni-
ty to express my gratitude to Sec-
retary Les Brownlee for his lead-
ership and stewardship of the
Army over the past 18 months,”
Schoomaker said. “I speak for the
entire Army family when I say
his tireless efforts — to build a
campaign-quality Army with
joint and expeditionary capabili-
ties, to equip our Soldiers with
the best equipment and to
improve their quality of life —
will have an impact on the Army
and ensure we remain relevant
and ready for decades to come.”

Editor’s note: Information
from a DoD press release.

Harvey sworn in as new secretary of Army

Photo by Staff Sgt. Carmen L. Burgess
TAKING OATH— Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld looks on
while Raymond DuBois, director of administration and manage-
ment, swears in Dr. Francis J. Harvey as the 19th secretary of the
Army.

GARRISON RELEASE
The Installation Information Infra-

structure Modernization Program con-
struction project continues to expand its
work locations, according to Michael
Canfield, I3MP team leader in the Direc-
torate of Information Management.  

Construction will continue north on
Patton Road, and west on Hale, Locust
and Overlook. Also, within the next week,
a construction crew is expected to start
excavation on Goss Road from the Red-
stone Guest House west to Rideout Road.

Work at these construction sites is esti-
mated to continue into the New Year and
then move into the OMEMS area.  

Please exercise extreme caution when
driving through these areas where I3MP
work is being done. In addition, we ask
that everyone avoid parking or driving on
recent refurbished excavation areas along
the shoulders of roadways. Since the soil
is very soft, it is possible for vehicles to
get stuck. Again, extreme caution must be
taken around these work sites to avoid
safety mishaps.

Communications upgrade
construction under way The Army conducted a successful

intercept test flight of the Patriot
Advanced Capability-3 missile system
Thursday at White Sands Missile
Range, N.M.  Preliminary test data
indicates both targets were intercepted
and mission objectives were achieved.

Objectives of this mission included
demonstrating the performance of a
PAC-3 missile with hardware changes
that improve producibility and reduce
missile cost. The test also demonstrat-
ed the system’s capability to detect,
track, engage and intercept two simul-
taneously-arriving ballistic missile tar-
gets. The targets for the mission were a
modified Patriot-as-a-Target, a Patriot
legacy missile modified to represent a
short-range ballistic missile; and a
STORM maneuvering tactical target
vehicle. Two PAC-3 missiles were rip-
ple-fired at each target, according to
tactical doctrine.

Soldiers of the 2-43 and 3-2 Air
Defense Artillery, Fort Bliss, Texas,

participated in Thursday’s test. 
The PAC-3 system successfully

completed operational testing and
began fielding in 2002. It was first used
in combat during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom in 2003.  

The PAC-3 missile is a high veloci-
ty, hit-to-kill missile and is the newest
addition to the Patriot family of mis-
siles. It provides increased capability
against advanced tactical ballistic mis-
siles, cruise missiles and other air-
breathing threats.  

The Patriot PAC-3 program is man-
aged by the Program Executive Office
for Air, Space and Missile Defense and
executed by the Lower Tier Air and
Missile Defense Project Office. Lock-
heed Martin Missiles and Fire Control,
Dallas, Texas, is the prime contractor
responsible for the PAC-3 missile seg-
ment. Raytheon Systems Company, the
Patriot system prime contractor, is the
system integrator for the PAC-3 missile
segment.

Advanced Patriot records intercept



■ Aircraft maintenance scheduled for change 

Sensors
continued from page 1

items such as main rotor swash plates,
various types of bearings, engine assem-
blies, hydraulic pumps and engine output
drive shafts,” Brown said. “We’ll capture
data from aircraft at the Aviation Techni-
cal Test Center at Fort Rucker, Ala., as a
baseline or control test bed. And we will
capture data from a sample of aircraft that
will operate (in Operation Iraqi Freedom)
and at Fort Campbell, Ky.”

As part of the Proof of Principle effort,
the data collected will be “warehoused”
so the data can be converted into usable
information based on the user’s needs.

The initial fiscal 2005 effort has been
budgeted at $12.5 million. That will allow
the task force to finalize the list of com-
ponents that will be monitored on each
aircraft. It will also allow the team to

develop a scalable information architec-
ture and the supporting data warehouse.  

“In January and February we’ll begin
capturing the data, analyze it and then
populate the data warehouse,” Brown
said. “The idea is to be able to analyze the
data we receive from the sensors and
monitoring systems so we can develop a
prognostic product.  We intend to turn the
data into information then into knowl-
edge, and finally into maintenance action.
We believe this process will eliminate
non-value added work and will reduce the
maintenance burden of our Soldiers while
increasing operational availability.” 

After the Proof of Principle concludes
and the team presents its findings by
fourth quarter fiscal 2005, the long-term
goal is to become doctrinally sound and
transform Army aviation to Condition-
Based Maintenance. Implementation
should be well under way by 2011 and be
completed by 2015.

■ World War II veteran receives high school diploma 

Diploma
continued from page 1

He looked at the filled gym, at his fami-
ly members, at the mixture of races and
ages, and smiled.

“I thank the Good Lord I was still
around for this to happen to me,” Sands,
79, said. “And what’s amazing, I’m still
in government service. I count this as a
wonderful blessing.”

Sands is sitting in an office and telling
about the best Veterans Day he ever had.
He’s wearing a cap and glasses and
describing the pride he feels in having
seen things change so much during his
54 years of government service – includ-
ing 12 years in the military. He works as
a materiel handler for the Sparkman
Management Office at the Sparkman
Center.

He was born in Monticello, Ga. In
1941 at age 15, he left the Lemon Street
School in Marietta so he could help his
parents and four sisters. He became a
delivery boy for a grocery store and drug
store. Then he went to work as a truck
driver for Lockheed until he got drafted
May 5, 1943.

He landed on Normandy Beach with
the U.S. troops June 8, 1944 and served
two years in Europe with ordnance
ammunition. He left the Army as a cor-
poral in 1947 but re-enlisted in 1953 and
stayed until 1958. He came to Redstone
from Korea on Sept. 5, 1955 and left the
service three years later as a sergeant
first class. Sands began his civil service

career as a tractor-trailer driver and bus
driver at Redstone.

“We’re blessed people to be here (at
Redstone),” he said. “We’ve got so much
to be thankful for.”

This summer he heard about the vet-
erans’ diploma offer while listening to
Huntsville WEUP radio station. He went
to Hughes in the command Historical
Office and she went right to work at her
computer. Later there was a call from
Marietta High inviting him to the Veter-
ans Day ceremony for his diploma pres-
entation. Sands thought about whether he
should go because his wife, Cleola, is in
Windsor House nursing home. He talked
with her about it and she encouraged him
to go get his diploma. They have 11
stepchildren.

With Sands at the ceremony were his
two sisters, nieces, nephews, cousins and
three people who had gone to school
with him. “It was wonderful to be in a
setting like that,” he said. “It lasted two
hours. They had a large (Air Force
Junior) ROTC program there.”

His church family at Saint Bartley
Primitive Baptist Church also recognized
him when he returned to Huntsville.

“It let me know that even at this age,
being 79 years old, that the Lord is still
blessing me and blessing people, peri-
od,” Sands said, while clutching his
diploma. “And I thank God for that. Our
pastor (Dr. William Gladys) tells us that
we’re blessed by an all-mighty God. I
found out he (God) travels with me every
place I go.”



Post
profile

Author remembers
Kansas childhood

By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Childhood memories have the
power to bend time. Some seem
distant and far away with oceans
of years between then and now.
Others shine like gold in their
remembrance, feeling like only
yesterday. Many fall by the way-
side until hearing a similar story
from someone else brings them
rushing back to the forefront of
our minds. Fred Londene, a con-
tractor senior analyst for
Advanced Engineering and Plan-
ning Corporation working in the
Integrated Materiel Management
Center, has preserved his pre-
cious memories in print to share
with the rest of the world. 

Londene has written a book
about his life, “Memories of
Gold.” The idea began with his
wife, who began the concept of
his book by urging Londene to
put his stories on paper.

“I have had tremendous sup-
port from my wife, Judith,” Lon-
dene said. “Judith designed the
cover, she drew the wonderful
illustrations used throughout the
book. Judith was also extremely
instrumental in editing the
book.”

While the title may initially
bring to mind the lazily waving
fields of Kansas wheat, Londene
said he chose the title in refer-
ence to the value and purity of
his memories.

“When wheat ripens, it

appears to turn a beautiful
golden color just before it
is harvested,” he said.
“But, (the book) is named
for the golden memories I
have of my family and my
childhood growing up on
a Kansas farm in Dickson
County.”

The book is filled with
stories of childhood
endeavors, triumphs,
tragedies and lessons
learned. While the details
may be unfamiliar to
those from a different
background, the themes
and experiences them-
selves speak to readers’
nostalgia of their own
childhoods. He talks
openly about his bond
with a sister who died
before he was born. 

“When she was 7 she
passed away. Of course I
didn’t know her or know much
about her because it was so hard
for mom and dad to talk about
her,” Londene said. “I never met
her but we just seemed to be so
close.”

He tells of his brush with a
personal hero, Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, with a chuckle at the
impetuousness of youth. 

“One of the highlights of the
book, I think, is when I talk
about President Eisenhower. I
met him,” he said. “When he
came back to his hometown of
Abiline, Kan., we went over and
I took my little Brownie cam-
era.” The photo of Ike is in the
book, as well as the Eisenhower
Center Museum and Library in
Abiline.

To bring the people and
places to life, Londene includes
other family photos and pictures
of bygone items interspersed
throughout the text. He deals
with the good and bad in the
same forthright manner that he is
known for at Redstone.

The book has been well
received thus far. A source of
particular pride for Londene is
that his novel is available for pur-
chase at the Eisenhower Center
Museum and Library and at the
Kansas Travel Information Cen-
ter in Belle Plain, Kan., among
other locations throughout the
state.

Printing his book through his
own publishing company, Sun-
flower Publishing, Londene has
marketed his project himself.

Besides the locations in Kansas,
his book is also available through
local Shaver’s Bookstore and
directly through Londene via
mail or his web site www.memo-
riesofgold.net.  Besides excerpts
and author background, the web
site has also allowed him to get
direct reader response. Some
comments come from as far
away as Almhult, Sweden, much
to the delight of his Swedish her-
itage which figures prominently
in his childhood and book.

Londene will be signing
copies of “Memories of Gold” at

Shaver’s Bookstore in Huntsville
on Dec. 11 from 4-6 p.m. He is
also proud that his book will be
featured in the books section of
“KANSAS Magazine” Decem-
ber issue, due out Dec. 1. The
magazine is sponsored by the
Kansas Department of Com-
merce, Travel and Tourism.

For more information on
“Memories of Gold” or to pur-
chase a copy, contact Sunflower
publishing at www.memoriesof-
gold.net or by writing P.O. Box
3083, Huntsville, AL 35810.

Golden memories lead
to book writing field 
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HAPPY DAYS— Fred Londene remembers a childhood anecdote
from his novel.

Courtesy photo
ON THE FARM— Old photograph
shows Fred Londene as a boy on his
family’s Kansas farm. 



Moms on Mission
to serve troops 

By ERIKA READUS
For the Rocket

Thanksgiving signals the offi-
cial start of the holiday gift-giv-
ing season and many Americans
aren’t forgetting the men and
women who are serving this
country. 

With the suspension of the
Any Servicemember program
and the Operation Dear Abby
Program, unsolicited mail to ser-
vicemembers is no longer
allowed. Although the policy has
been in place for more than two
years, many people are still send-
ing items to any servicemember. 

Therefore, the commander of
the U.S. Central Command, Gen.
John Abizaid has asked for Con-
gress’ help in eliminating unso-
licited mail to servicemembers. 

“As a matter of policy, the
Department of Defense and the

United States Central Command
generally discourage bulk dona-
tions because of the added burden
it creates on the DoD transporta-
tion and distribution system and
the real threat of bio-terrorism and
associated security concerns,” he
wrote in a letter to Congress.

“When mail is sent that is not

addressed to any particular ser-
vicemember and the sender can
be clearly identified, it will be
returned,” a Postal official said.
“In the case when the sender is

unidentifiable the care package
items will be sent to a local char-
ity or customer service agency.” 

However, there are still many
ways to support our local troops
and those abroad including serv-
ice relief societies, the VFW,
American Red Cross and Armed
Forces YMCA and the USO.
Additionally, there are several
local organizations, including
Moms on a Mission. 

“Moms on a Mission is a non-
profit organization based in
Athens that was started by Karen
Koenders whose son was
deployed to Iraq,” Paula Hagy,
Army Substance Abuse Pro-
gram-Garrison, said. “Her son
would write home and tell his
mom about his fellow Soldiers
that were without things. So he
asked if she could send them
stuff, too. She did, and he passed
it out to the Soldiers who were in
need, and it has just grown.” 

Hagy has a similar story. Her
daughter and son in-law are serv-
ing in Iraq. 

“They are 50 miles apart and
should be home in about three
months, but every day is a day
and that’s how I have to take it,”
she said. 

Hagy, along with Sarah Trials
of Space and Missile Defense
Command, has posted flyers
around the post listing Soldiers’
needs. 

“I feel it’s real important for
the Redstone community to
know about this group,” she said.
“We are a community of workers
with big hearts. I was sure that if
they knew of the need, it would
be filled.”

Her daughter and son-in-law
have joined in the distribution
effort. Hagy’s son-in-law requests
coloring books, crayons, paper
and pencils for the Iraqi children.
“He feels the children are the
future. He says they are the ones
that will really feel and see the
impact of the events of today. And
if change is going to come, it will
come through them,” Hagy said. 

She has always tried to help

Soldiers. During the Gulf War,
she participated in a similar mis-
sion, packing goods for distribu-
tion to the Soldiers; and her
daughter Kelly helped pack those
boxes. “She was only in the fifth
grade and she wrote letters and
helped pack the boxes of goods
for the Soldiers and now she’s
one of the Soldiers receiving
those same kind of packages. It’s
kind of ironic, but she appreci-
ates everything and makes sure
to write back to thank those who
have given to her, especially the
school children,” Hagy said.

“A lot of people are already
participating but we can always
do more. It’s important for the
Soldiers to know they aren’t for-
gotten,” she said. “We do this to
show them we support them and
appreciate their sacrifice.

“The organization currently
supports about 50 to 60 units.
There is still a big need.”

Donations can be taken to
building 3204. For more infor-
mation, call Hagy at 876-3082.

Organizations offer way to help deployed Soldiers

‘It’s important for the
Soldiers to know they
aren’t forgotten. We do
this to show them we
support them and
appreciate their sacri-
fice.’

— Paula Hagy
Soldier’s parent 
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Holiday meal
The new dining facility will serve Soldiers and military retirees a feast to warm the
heart and fill the stomach Thursday for Thanksgiving.

Photo by Skip Vaughn

Educational tour
Pfc. John Bechthold of Charlie Company talks with education services officer
Linda Cameron during the Education Center open house Nov. 17. The center,
building 3222 on Snooper Road, can be reached at 876-9761.



FOX ARMY HEALTH CENTER RELEASE

Fox Army Health Center is in the
process of remodeling several areas on the
main floor of the building. The Pharmacy,
in particular, will undergo extensive
remodeling to increase the work and wait-
ing room area.  

During this phase of reconstruction,
the Pharmacy will be operating in a much
smaller area than in the past. Fox apolo-

gizes for the inconvenience you may
experience in the processing time of your
prescriptions during reconstruction. The
waiting room area may also be congested.

Reconstruction should be completed in
a few months and you will then be serv-
iced by a brand new, modern, state of the
art Pharmacy which will give you faster
and better service.  

Thank you for your patience during
this time. Fox’s goal is to serve you better.

Facelift prescribed for Pharmacy 

Courtesy photo

Lift every voice
The Redstone Multicultural Choir performs during the November luncheon for
Redstone/Huntsville Chapter of the American Society of Military Comptrollers. 

Photo by Anne T. Davis

Vietnam vet of year
Michael Davis, in the AMCOM G-1 (Human Resources Directorate), is awarded the
2004 Vietnam Veteran of the Year at Alabama’s oldest and largest Veterans Day
luncheon and parade in Birmingham. Making the presentation are Thomas Cad-
mus, national commander of the American Legion, and Lt. Gen. John Vines, com-
mander, XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, N.C. Davis’ Vietnam unit, the 20th
Engineer Brigade, is a subordinate command of the XVIII Airborne Corps. Davis
is president of Chapter 511, Vietnam Veterans of America in Athens and senior
vice president of the Alabama State Council of the VVA. 

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Chalk up two in a row for
the Redstone Commissary.

The commissary is among
the winners in a worldwide
Special Olympics display
contest for the second con-
secutive year. It won a grand
prize in the Defense Com-
missary Agency’s 2004
Worldwide Special Olympics
Display Contest.

In recognition of this
accomplishment, $506 was
donated to the Madison
County Special Olympics
Chapter. DeCA gave a total
of $85,000 to the Special
Olympics Organization.
And $2,000 was donated to
the DeCA Military Scholar-
ship Fund in honor of the Redstone
Commissary.

In-store donations during the display
campaign exceeded $100 and this money
was used by Special Olympics to buy uni-
forms. 

The annual campaign is a joint effort
between the commissaries and Procter &
Gamble.

“The P&G and DeCA Special
Olympic campaign begins Dec. 27 until
Jan. 15,” Katrina Coleman, retail mer-
chandiser for Procter & Gamble, said.
“During this period, P&G will reduce
products from 13-34 percent. We are dis-
tributing $47 in coupons in The
Huntsville Times on Dec. 26 and at the
store each weekend.

“What makes this campaign so excit-

ing is (for) every P&G purchase made
during this period, 25 cents goes to the
local Special Olympic chapter,” she
added. “We are going to build an incredi-
ble display to promote enthusiasm from
customers to increase sales.”

Coleman presented the display contest
award in a ceremony Thursday at the
commissary.

“We hope to have an even bigger year
than last year,” store director Sandra
Edinger said. “And with Procter & Gam-
ble’s continued support we’ll do that. And
especially with the support of the active
duty and retired community as well. The
post has been very supportive of all the
things that we’ve done.”

The Redstone Commissary ranks
among the top 55 of DeCA’s stores world-

Commissary campaign delivers
again for Special Olympics 
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DISPLAY AWARD— From left are Special Olympics
volunteer Sandra Patrick, Special Olympics parent
coordinator Donna Morrison, Procter & Gamble’s
Katrina Coleman, store manager Benny Pope and
store director Sandra Edinger.



Sparkman Center worker learns his 
great-uncle taught John Sparkman 

By BETH SKARUPA
Staff writer
beths@htimes.com

Once bitten by the genealogy bug, you never know
what you might find out about yourself and your ances-
tors. 

Ralph Garrison, an information technology specialist
for the Corporate Information Center, recently learned
that his great-uncle was Senator John Sparkman’s grade
school teacher. Although he has been working in the
Sparkman Center and researching his family history for
years, he didn’t know he had this connection to Spark-
man until a fellow genealogy researcher brought it to his
attention.

When Garrison responded to the fellow researcher’s
query on a genealogy web site, he discovered that his
grandmother’s brother, Felix Erskine Hughes, was a
teacher at Mt. Tabor School in Morgan County near Hart-
selle. He also received a copy of Hughes’ class photo for
1913-14 that included Sparkman as a young boy. All of
this came as a surprise to him.

“No one had ever told me any of this, but when I got
the picture and shared it with my second cousins they
said they knew it. One of my cousins said he (Hughes)
had told them he had to correct Sparkman in school and
had to use a paddle on him. It must have worked because
he turned out pretty good,” he said with a laugh.

Garrison thought it was interesting that he had no
problem recognizing his great-uncle in the photo, despite
only having known Hughes and possessing photos of him
from when he was 60-80 years old.

“In this picture he’s in his late 20s, early 30s. I have
another photo of him and my grandmother but he had
polio later on in his life and was in a wheelchair,” he said. 

Hughes lived in Decatur in his later years. He had three
or four daughters and one son, according to Garrison, but
only one daughter is still living. Garrison said he thinks
she lives in Texas but he has not been in contact with her.

Garrison, who has been with the civil service for 24
years, has worked in the Sparkman Center for the past six
years. He grew up in Morgan County, as did his father,
Waymon R. Garrison, and his grandfather, William E.
Garrison. His father worked at Redstone Arsenal until he
retired from civil service in 1968. 

“I actually met Sparkman once when I was 10 years
old — my father knew him. We were downtown by the
courthouse in Huntsville and there he was coming head
on toward us, so we stopped and my father introduced
me. That was 46 years ago,” Garrison said. 

His father knew Sparkman because his grandfather
William grew up with him and had been friends with him
in Morgan County for 60 years. Yet Garrison had never

been told that his great-uncle was Sparkman’s teacher. It
took his interest in genealogy to make that discovery.

The genealogy bug bit Garrison several years ago and
he’s been researching his family lines ever since. He
started researching his family on the Internet and in
libraries and asked his few remaining aunts and uncles to
tell him what they knew. He said his wife, Patsy is also
“heavily into genealogy,” so they take trips to do research
in libraries and archives in other states when they get a
chance. Why do they find genealogy so fascinating?

“I guess it’s probably the fact that, in my case, I’m an
only child and I never had any brothers or sisters to talk
to about my family,” Garrison said. “My dad died when I
was 21 and my mom died five years later when I was 26,
so it was too late to ask them questions.”

If you’re interested in genealogy, Garrison recom-
mends starting with what you know from your parents
and aunts and uncles and working backward from there.
He also suggests researching your family on the many
genealogy web sites available on the Internet, including
ancestry.com, gencircles.com and rootsweb.com.

“Try to find someone who’s also done research on
your family. That way you do not have to reinvent the

wheel. It also speeds up the process,” he said. “I’ve met
people on Internet queries and found out we’re from the
same family line and they’ve been a tremendous help by
sharing information.”

Garrison’s family line on his father’s side is from the
Netherlands, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina
and Georgia. His mother’s side came from Wales, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina and South Carolina. The furthest
back he has traced the Hughes line is to his fourth great-
grandfather, William Hughes, who was born in Virginia
in 1752.

A few weekends ago Garrison and his wife went to
Georgia to research some of his ancestors from Banks
County and Lumpkin County. There he discovered that
one of his ancestors was a Revolutionary Soldier. He
made pictures of this ancestor’s tomb complete with birth
and death dates, 1748-1829. 

“It’s more of a hobby for me. It’s fun and it’s kind of
contagious,” Garrison said. “Sometimes you hit a brick
wall and you may go months or even years without find-
ing anything new. But then you find a piece of informa-
tion, like a puzzle, and everything fits together and then
you find three more generations of your ancestors.”

Genealogy buff finds Sparkman photo 

Photo courtesy of Mark Shaneyfelt
OLD SCHOOL PALS– Professor Felix Erskine Hughes, far left back row, stands with his students from Mt.
Tabor School in Morgan County, 1913-14. John Sparkman is ninth from the left on the back row. Ralph Garri-
son, an information technology specialist for the Corporate Information Center, found this photo of his great-
uncle Hughes and Sen. John Sparkman through his genealogy research.



Old fashioned celebration
pays off for consumers 
By BOB QUICK
Resource efficiency manager 

Have an old fashioned Thanksgiving
and Christmas this year and save some
energy during the holidays. Soon we will
be preparing turkeys, hams, delicious veg-
etables and casseroles plus those great
pies and cakes for our holiday meals.
Please remember that you will be using
more energy in the kitchen during the hol-
idays to feed your hungry family and
friends. Having an old fashioned holiday
will allow us to enjoy the festivities and
save some energy also.

Do something different this year for
the cooking. Use your grill to cook some
of the meats and vegetables. It will give
your food the added outdoor flavor that
many people think about only in the sum-
mer. Plus the kitchen might be a little less
crowded since the work is spread around
in different areas instead of the usual con-
centration of cooks in the kitchen.

Many families like to place candles
on the table at meal times. Go ahead
and light those candles and turn off or
at least turn down the dining room
lights. If you have a fireplace, start a

fire — make sure the chimney is clean
and the damper is open — in it and turn
down the thermostat to save on the
heating bill.

Put everyone to work. Let the children,
big and small, help with the decorating by
making craft items such as table center-
pieces and mantel decorations. Decora-
tions can be made from items found right
outside your door. Let the children hunt
the yard for acorns, pinecones and pretty
leaves for their masterpieces. Branches
with red berries can hide the base of an
otherwise plain candleholder. Be safe and
keep the flame away from natural and
artificial decorations.

Consider replacing the light strings on
your Christmas trees and decorations with
LED (light emitting diodes) strings that
will use a fraction of the energy that reg-
ular light strings use. Limit the hours that
outside decorations are lighted. There is
no need for them to be on during the day-
light hours. Also, turn lights off earlier in
the evening instead of letting them burn
until midnight or even all night.

With a little ingenuity you can have
some delightful holidays that will leave
pleasant memories for many years to
come and you can do it without wrecking
the budget because of higher energy bills
during the holidays.   

Help cut energy bill by
reducing holiday lights 
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Charter presentation
Mike Grannan receives the charter Nov. 16 as JLENS project manager from Maj.
Gen. John Urias, program executive officer for air, space and missile defense.
Grannan, the former deputy project manager, succeeded retiring Col. Kurt Heine,
who served as project manager for Joint Land Attack Cruise Missile Defense Net-
ted System the past three years.



Helping 
hands

Directorate’s annual event
has sports spirit theme 
By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

The Sister Sledge song “We are
Family” serenaded the hundreds of
people eating lunch in the high bay.
How appropriate.

This was the Software and Engi-
neering Directorate’s annual fall

fund-raiser Thursday for Army Emer-
gency Relief. The workers dressed in
their favorite school or professional
team colors in line with the sports
spirit theme. There were contests,
plenty of food and a birthday cake
marking SED’s 20th anniversary.

“We do have a place in history for
the Army, specifically in rockets and
missilery,” Dr. Bill Craig, director
since 1988, said. The then Life Cycle
Software Engineering Center was
established in 1984.

Proceeds from the annual fund-

raiser go toward the AER fund. This
was the second year the directorate’s
event had a sports-related theme.

“This is the Alabama Blazer,” Stan
Thomas said, while showing his
Crimson Tide vehicle which won the
decorations contest. Smiling he
added, “We’ll do anything to get out
of work today.”

Software engineers show
true colors at fund-raiser

Photos by Skip Vaughn
FLAG LADY— Mendy Lewis, Lonnie’s wife,
stands next to their Marine pickup which placed
second for spirit, third for decorations and got a
special award for most patriotic.

HELPFUL HINTS— Marjorie Weeks, left, and Robin Witten watch as Kyle Hoover grills ribs during the SED fund-raiser.

ROLL TIDE— Corinne Thomas shows
her Alabama loyalties while riding a
Segway during the vehicle contest.
She won for spirit, placed second in
decorations and got a special award
for most outrageous.

THE FEW, THE PROUD—
Lonnie Lewis, a retired
Marine, grills chicken at the
SED event.

BAMA BLAZER— Stan Thomas,
Corinne’s husband, shows his
vehicle which won for decora-
tions, placed third in spirit and
got a special award for best
music.
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Pow wow
Lee “Tatewachai” Lawrence dances Friday at the parade field during Team Red-
stone’s first Inter-tribal Pow Wow. Tribes from Alabama and throughout the nation
participated in the event designed to celebrate life and strengthen ties among the
Native American people. November is Native-American Heritage Month.

By Sgt. 1st Class DOUG SAMPLE
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON — Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld told a group of DoD
career employees Nov. 19 that the country
and world are better because of their
accomplishments. 

The honored employees received the
DoD Distinguished Civilian Service
Award, which is the department’s highest
civilian service honor and recognizes
careerists for contributions impacting the
department. 

In remarks at the Pentagon ceremony
before presenting the award, Rumsfeld
said “their dedication has long been the
hallmark of the civil service.” 

The secretary repeated words of Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt, words that he
said “captured the spirit” of service of
those being honored: “It pays, no matter
what comes after it, to try to do things, to
accomplish things in this life, and not
merely to have a soft and pleasant time.” 

“And I’m sure that in the years of serv-
ice of these individuals on behalf of the
American people, that these years have
been anything but soft,” Rumsfeld said.
“You’ve accomplished a great many
things and a wide range of activities, and
our country, and indeed the world, are
better because of it.” 

He credited the workers with giving
DoD career expertise that had “signifi-
cantly improved” the department’s effec-
tiveness during the global war on terror. 

Rumsfeld said their contributions
came during an era of “unprecedented
challenge” for the United States, pointing
out that the country faces an “unrelenting
enemy that continues to probe for weak-
nesses, for vulnerabilities that they can
exploit.”

DoD employees honored Nov. 19
were: 

• Frank J. Anderson, president,
Defense Acquisition University; 

• Andrew Hoehn, deputy assistant
secretary of defense for strategy; 

• Evelyn R. Klemstine, program
director, international programs division,
Office of the Inspector General; 

• Margaret Myers, principal director,
Office of the Deputy Chief of Informa-
tion, Office of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Networks and Information
Integration; 

• Michael A. Parker, director, Army
Chemical Materials Agency; and 

• Charles M. Smith, chief, field sup-
port contracting, Army Field Support
Command.

Rumsfeld honors
civilian careerists
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Defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld



Win
or lose

Delta Company favored
in flag football playoffs 

Are you ready for some postseason
football?

Delta Company definitely looks ready.
The Devastating Dragons, last year’s run-
ner-up to HHC 59th, enters as the No. 1
seed.

The Dragons (11-1) tuned up by beat-
ing Bravo Company 28-24 on Nov. 10 at

the field off Patton Road.
Delta won the Western division

followed by 326th Chemical (8-4)
and Headquarters & Alpha (4-7).
The Eastern division had Bravo (8-
3), MEDDAC (5-7), HHC 59th (3-
8) and Charlie (2-9). The playoffs
are scheduled to begin next Mon-
day.

In games Nov. 15, Charlie defeated
Headquarters & Alpha 14-12 and HHC
59th won by forfeit over MEDDAC.

Photo by Missy Ruffner

Hunting lunch 
Taking a lunch break, 21 boys and girls ages 10-15 participate with their fathers
in the annual Youth Hunt on Nov. 13, sponsored by Outdoor Recreation.

Texas gets nod 
over Texas A&M

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Here are Skip’s Picks (234-95) for this week in college football:

Notre Dame at Southern Cal — USC
Texas A&M at Texas — Texas
LSU at Arkansas — LSU
Georgia Tech at Georgia — Georgia
Kentucky at Tennessee — Tenn.
Miss. State at Ole Miss — Miss. State

Postseason tournament ready for kickoff
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UNDER LIGHTS— HHC 59th, on defense, and Delta, in white jerseys, battle on the
Patton Road field in December 2002.  Delta won that year’s title, was runner-up
in 2003 and is favored this year.

Southern Cal too much
for Notre Dame
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Key speaker 
John Chapman, IMMC execu-
tive director, addresses his
workers during the Integrated
Materiel Management Center’s
CFC town hall.

Shawn Harris/Photo Lab

Family unity
Rick Gray, loaned executive to the Combined
Federal Campaign, shares a moment with from
left his twin daughters Hannah and Lauren, 5,
and his wife Lisa during the Integrated Materiel
Management Center’s town hall for CFC on
Oct. 20 at Bob Jones Auditorium.

FOX ARMY HEALTH CENTER RELEASE

Since there are no known cures for
colds and flu, prevention must be your
goal. A proactive approach to warding off
colds and flu is apt to make your whole
life healthier.

Fox Army Health Center will offer the
flu shot to Priority 2 high risk military
beneficiaries Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 21 from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Preventive Medicine
Clinic.

The most effective way to prevent flu,
frankly, is to get the flu shot. It may not be
natural, but it works better than anything
else. However, because of the shortage of
vaccine, the Center for Disease Control
has set the following priority groups for
vaccination with inactivated influenza
vaccine this season:

• All children age 6-23 months
• Adults age 65 and older
• Persons age 2-64 with underlying

chronic medical conditions
• All women who will be pregnant

during influenza season
• Residents of nursing homes and

long-term care facilities
• Children 6 months to 18 years of

age on chronic aspirin therapy
• Health-care workers with direct

patient care 
• Out-of-home caregivers and house-

hold contacts of children age 6 months.
Because of the urgent vaccine supply

situation, people who are not included in
one of the priority groups above should
forego or defer vaccination. You can pro-
tect yourself from the flu even if you
don’t get the flu vaccination this year.
These simple actions can help stop the
spread of germs and help protect you
from getting sick:

Avoid close contact. Avoid close con-
tact with people who are sick. When you
are sick, keep your distance from others to

protect them from getting sick, too.
Stay home when you are sick. If possi-

ble, stay home from work, school and
errands when you are sick. You will help
prevent others from catching your illness.

Cover your mouth and nose. Cover
your mouth and nose with a tissue when
coughing or sneezing.  It may prevent
those around you from getting sick. 

Clean your hands. Washing your hands
often will help protect you from germs.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose or
mouth. Germs are often spread when a
person touches something that is contam-
inated with germs and then touches his or
her eyes, nose or mouth.

Other good habits —  such as getting
plenty of sleep, engaging in physical
activity, managing stress, drinking water
and eating good food — will help you
stay healthy in the winter and all year.  

Courtesy photo

Secure delivery 
Keith Hunt of Hunt Engineering Inc., standing, delivers the first version of Military
Access System to Art Riley, deputy provost marshal. MAX is a database program
designed to ease entry to the post. It was purchased by the Garrison for Badging
and Vehicle Registration and the new Visitor Control Center.

Health pros give recipe for beating flu season

Photo by Lorrie Thorstad

Director on sight
Dr. Walter Hubickey, a recently retired
colonel, has joined the Huntsville Cen-
ter for Sight as director of refractive
surgery. His last assignment was chief
of ophthalmology and refractive sur-
gery at the Army’s medical center at
Fort Bragg, N.C.



RocketAnnouncements

Monday night football 
Visit the Firehouse Pub each Monday
night for NFL Monday Night Football.
Doors open at 4 p.m. for game prep, pre-
game rivalry and trash talk. There are free
hot dogs, hamburgers and other foods
with beverage purchase. And as always,
watch the game on the big screen. This
deal runs all season long. For more infor-
mation, call 842-0748. 

Fun run/walk
The 2004 holiday season Esprit de Corps
Fun Run/Walk is 7 a.m. Dec. 10 near the
Sparkman Center. All AMCOM and PEO
military employees are encouraged to par-
ticipate; and all civilian employees are
invited as well. Organizational teams are
welcome. Meet at the canopies located off
the building 5300 Sparkman Center
perimeter road for formation assignments.
AMCOM chief of staff Col. Bob English
will lead the charge. There will be two
laps for a total of two miles walking or 10-
minute pace running on the Sparkman
Center perimeter road. Festive attire is
welcome. RSVP to Shelley Feltmeyer
842-0044 by Dec. 3.

Havoc hockey
The Civilian Welfare Fund Council offers
discount tickets for Huntsville Havoc pro-
fessional hockey games at the Von Braun
Center. The Havoc will play the Winston-
Salem Polar Twins at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
and the Knoxville Ice Bears on Friday.
Prices are $10 for lower bowl reserved
box seats or $6 for general admission
mezzanine. This represents a savings of
more than 25 percent off the regular
admission price. For CWFC discount tick-
ets, call Drew Carter 518-6163 and indi-
cate you want your CWFC discount ticket
price. Tickets can then be picked up at the
Havoc’s will-call window at the Von
Braun Center.

Men singers
The Rocket City Chorus, a chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society, meets
every Thursday at 7 p.m. in the Aldersgate
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 12901
Bailey Cove Road. For more information,
call John Gonzalez 842-2992 (work) or
852-2408 (home). 

Town hall meeting
The combined AMCOM/PEO Town Hall,
with Maj. Gen. Jim Pillsbury, commander
of the Aviation and Missile Command, is
Nov. 30 from 9-11 a.m. at Bob Jones
Auditorium. All AMCOM, PEO-Aviation,
PEO-Tactical Missiles, PEO-Air, Space
and Missile Defense and RDEC employ-
ees are encouraged to attend or view the
town hall on Team Redstone television
channel 42, or via Internet portal TV-
equipped computer desktops. This meet-
ing will focus on the formation of the
Life-Cycle Management Command and
Soldier-Focused Logistics initiatives.
Seating will be reserved for AMCOM and
PEO principal and deputy principal mem-
bers, board of directors as primary organi-

zational element members, the hearing
impaired, and union representatives. Bal-
ance of the seating in the auditorium will
be on a first-come, first-served basis.
Badges must be worn by all attendees.

Officers association
The Huntsville Chapter of the Military Offi-
cers Association of America will hold its
monthly luncheon meeting today at the Offi-
cers and Civilians Club. Norris Luce, from
MACRO Industries, is the schedule speaker.
The chapter’s informal monthly breakfast is
Saturday at 8 a.m. at Victoria’s Cafe, 7540
Memorial Parkway southwest. All active,
retired and former officers, their spouses and
widows, are invited. For more information,
call retired Chief Warrant Officer Aniceto
Bagley 852-7973.

Parents committee
The Parent Advisory Committee will meet
at 11 a.m. Nov. 30 in the Redstone Room,
Challenger Activity Center, building
1500, (phone 876-7952). All parents are
invited. Parent participation points (2.5
points) are awarded for attendance – five
points equals a 10 percent discount on
child care fees. “Please join us to learn
what is happening at the Redstone Arsenal
child and youth facilities and to provide
your opinions, ideas or concerns,” a pre-
pared release said.

Resource managers
The American Society of Military Comp-
trollers will hold its monthly meeting Dec.
9 at 11:30 a.m. at the Trinity Personal
Growth Center on Airport Road. The Chil-
dren of Trinity will provide the entertain-
ment and there will be a “surprise” guest
to greet the children. Also, extra special
door prizes will be available. For tickets
— $9 members, $10 non-members — see
your organization ASMC representative
or call Kim Jean 876-7208 or Lisa Lowry
876-1423.

Reserve unit openings
A local Army Reserve detachment doing
weekend drills on Redstone Arsenal has
openings for computer specialists. The
unit seeks prior active duty Soldiers or
transfers from other Reserve/National
Guard units with a specialty of 25B/74B
information systems operators and 75B/H
unit administration. For 25B/74B, the unit
will consider reclassification action to
25B if you can document with resume
your Civilian Acquired Skills to include
your education/experience in the follow-
ing computer skills: data base manage-
ment, programming, networking and
telecommunications. Minimum of a secret
clearance is required. And you must pos-
sess the personal qualifications to pass a
SBI background investigation process to
obtain a top secret clearance soon. Spe-
cialties 74C and 74F are now authorized
to convert to 74B as well. For specialty
74C or 74F, they have merged into the
25B career group and convert to 25B/74B
as well. To schedule an interview, call Vic-
tor Marshall 313-0168.

Civilian deployment 
Civilian employees are needed to support
Aviation and Missile Command missions

overseas. Deployment opportunities exist
in Southwest Asia in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Skill sets needed include acqui-
sition, maintenance, supply, quality assur-
ance, engineers, operations officers, logis-
tics and automation, among others. Volun-
teers must be currently employed by
AMCOM. Contractors cannot be consid-
ered to fill these positions. Civilians inter-
ested in deploying should notify their
supervisor and call Eddie Allen 876-4106
or Carl Washington 876-2082. Contrac-
tors and other interested people can access
www.cpol.army.mil for openings and
opportunities for overseas employment.

Surplus sales
Marshall Space Flight Center’s surplus
property can be purchased through the
General Services Administration sales
web site. To bid on this property, go to
www.gsaauctions.gov. For more informa-
tion, call 544-4667.

Redstone motorcycle training
Experienced Riders Motorcycle Training
is conducted at the Rocket Harley-David-
son Dealership off I-565 and Greenbrier
Road. Soldiers, DoD civilians and mili-
tary retirees are funded by the govern-
ment. Contractors pay $75 per person. For
registration information, call Keith Coates
876-3383 or John Zuber 876-3114 of the
Garrison Safety Office. 

Thrift shop
The Thrift Shop, in building 3209 on Her-
cules Road, is open for shopping Tuesdays
9-5 and Wednesdays and Thursdays from
9-4. Walk-in consignment hours are Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9-
1. Military personnel and their families
should contact the manager for an appoint-
ment. “We are in need of volunteers to
cashier three hours per week, especially
for the afternoons,” a prepared release
said. “Nov. 24 open for sales only 9-12:30;
Dec. 11 open 10-2. Mr. and Mrs. Santa
Claus will be here for the children. Also
specially priced items will be available for
children to purchase for gifts to include
free gift wrapping. Dec. 21-23 no consign-
ments that week; open for sales only regu-
lar hours.” The Thrift Shop is accepting
job applications for a bookkeeper. For
more information, call 881-6992.

Bible studies
The Protestant Women of the Chapel’s
Fall Bible Studies will meet at the Bicen-
tennial Chapel every Thursday. Morning
studies are 9:30 a.m.; lunchtime study is
11:30 to 12:15; and the evening study
starts at 6:30 p.m. Call Faith 890-0685 or
Tonie 489-5646 for more information.

Parents’ night out
Child and Youth Services is offering the
Redstone community a “Parents Night
Out” every third Saturday of the month.
Reservations for this after-hours care can
be made by calling the Child Develop-
ment Center 876-7952. Military personnel
may make their reservation starting at the
beginning of each month. All others in the
Redstone community (including contrac-
tors) must make their resevations starting
the Monday prior to the third Saturday.
Fees for Soldiers E-4 and below is $10 per
child; all others will pay $15 per child. A

10 percent mulitiple child reduction will
also be given.  Evening snack is provided.
For more information, call 876-7952.

Tradition of heroes
Plans are under way to honor Redstone’s
heroes. To make this happen, we’re asking
for your help in identifying them. If you
know of Team Redstone employees, mili-
tary and civilian, or their family members,
who are serving our country in hostile
areas or have served in Operation Iraqi
Freedom, please submit their name, Team
Redstone organization or unit, and where
they are serving, along with a photograph
(5-by-7 preferred) to the Public Affairs
Office, AMSAM-PA, Attn: Erika Readus,
building 5300, Redstone Arsenal,
AL 35898. Photographs can also be e-mailed
to erika.readus@redstone.army.mil. Also,
provide your contact information with
your submission including a return
address if you would like to have your
photograph returned. Photographs will be
displayed in the Sparkman Center, first
floor, building 5300. The display, titled
“A Tradition of Heroes,” will stand as a
reminder to us that the everyday freedom
that we enjoy was not won, and is not
maintained, without service and
sacrifice. For more information, call
Readus 876-5302.

Youth classes
SKIESUnlimited is a program for chil-
dren of military and Department of
Defense personnel, including contractors.
The program includes Tennis Lessons,
Kindermusik, Dancing and Drumming,
Kindernastics, Cheernastics, Tumbling,
“Mommy and Me” and Taekwondo. Par-
ents can register their children for these
classes at Child and Youth Services Cen-
tral Enrollment at building 1500 on Wee-
den Mountain Road. For more informa-
tion, call 313-3701. 

Logistics achievement award
Nominations for the Ernest A. Young
Logistics Achievement Award are now
being accepted for deserving individuals
(civilian or military) assigned to Team
Redstone who have made significant con-
tributions to the logistics community and
whose leadership and expertise have made
a major, positive impact on the Army’s
logistics program. The 2004 “Ernie” for-
mat will include two awards — the Man-
agement/Executive Award for GS/GM-
13s and above (or military equivalents),
and the Professional/Technical Award for
GS/GM-13s and below (or military equiv-
alents). Nominations should be submitted
by Dec. 3 to Kathryn White 876-1757 or
Debra Foley 842-6783. The award will be
presented to the winners during a lunch-
eon Feb. 24 at the Officers and Civilians
Club.

Quarterly retirement ceremony
The next Quarterly Retirement Ceremony
is scheduled Jan. 11 at 4 p.m. at Heiser
Hall. All military personnel who are
scheduled to retire within the next 3-6
months are encouraged to participate in
the event. For more information, call Staff
Sgt. Stephanie Owens or Staff Sgt. Rus-
sell Kimball 876-2819. Deadline for sign-
ing up to participate is Dec. 17.

See Announcements on page 17
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Galaxy of lights
The Civilian Welfare Fund Council is
offering discount tickets for Galaxy of
Lights, a mile-long holiday light extrava-
ganza at the Huntsville Botanical Garden,
4747 Bob Wallace Ave. Hours are 5:30-9
nightly Thanksgiving through New Year’s
Eve. Tickets at the gate are $12 per car. But
you can get your ticket from CWFC for $9
per car. Call Randy Bigler 842-6551.

Garden plot notification
Soldiers, retirees and DoD civilians who
are assigned a garden plot, be advised that
starting Dec. 15, Grounds Maintenance
will begin preparing the area for the
upcoming planting season. Plant stands,
fences, hoses, sprinklers, etc., must be
removed by that date, or grounds mainte-
nance will remove the items and place
them in storage for approximately 30
days. Any item not claimed within 30
days will be forfeited. For more informa-
tion regarding next year’s planting sea-
son/plot assignment, call Claudia Scott
876-7144 or Wardell Pearson 876-6666.

Leadership course
Applicants have until Feb. 9 to apply for
the Sustaining Base Leadership and Man-
agement resident program, Class 05-2,
which runs May 16 through Aug. 5 at the
Army Management Staff College, Fort
Belvoir, Va. For more information, call
Michael Davis 876-6068.

Morale Welfare and Recreation
The MWR Membership Services Office will
have extended hours Dec. 4 and Dec. 11 to
serve customers during the current MWR
Member picture identification update. The
deadline to obtain your picture MWR Mem-
bership card is Dec. 31. “After such time, no
discounts or MWR Membership benefits
will be offered if our valued members cannot
show this updated card,” a prepared release
said. “This announcement applies to all
MWR membership programs: Officers and
Civilians Club, MWR Services Discount
Club, MWR Golf, Flying and Challenger
Bingo. No appointment will be needed those
days.” For more information, call 830-9175.

Angel tree
The annual Redstone Arsenal Angel Tree is
set up in the foyer of the Post Exchange.
Angels and stars will be placed on the tree
with a child’s age, clothing sizes, or wish list
for Christmas. All gifts should be wrapped
with the angel or star attached to the outside.
Please return your angel’s presents to the
Post Exchange or Youth Center (building
3148 on Goss Road) by Dec. 17 at 12:30
p.m. For more information, call 876-5437.    

PX holiday hours
In observance of Thanksgiving on Thurs-
day, all Post Exchange facilities will be
closed except for the One-Stop which will
be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The PX
will close at 5 p.m. Dec. 12. It will be
open Dec. 18 from 8 p.m. until midnight.

Santa at PX
Mark your calendars for a visit with Santa.
He will visit the Post Exchange from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 26, Dec. 11 and Dec.
18. For information call 883-6100.

Association Christmas party
The Huntsville Chapter of the Military
Officers Association of America will hold

its annual Christmas party Dec. 1 at the
Officers and Civilians Club. “It will be a
fun evening with dinner, Christmas carols,
a karaoke competition and late evening
dance music,” a prepared release said.
Reservations are required and the price is
$20. Social hour begins at 5:30 p.m. with
dinner at 6:30. All active, retired and for-
mer military officers, their spouses and
widows, are invited. For more informa-
tion, call retired Chief Warrant Officer
Aniceto Bagley 852-7973.

Christmas charities
Christmas Charities Year Round wants
your help to fill red stockings for Christ-
mas giving. The stockings will go to boys
and girls ages 2 through 10. For more
information, call 837-2373.

Newcomer orientation
Learn about Redstone Arsenal by attend-
ing the Army Community Service New-
comers’ Orientation from 8:30 a.m. until
noon Dec. 7 at building 3338 on Redeye
Road. The orientation features speakers,
information booths and a tour of Redstone
Arsenal.  Attendees will receive Morale
Welfare and Recreation bucks redeemable
at MWR activities. Newcomers also
receive a 10 percent discount on framing
and matting orders at the June Hughes Arts
and Crafts Center. Attendance is mandato-
ry for active duty personnel permanently
assigned for Redstone in accordance with
AMCOM Regulation 1-36, Policy Num-
ber 608-5. Spouses are encouraged to
attend. Free child care is available through
the Child Development Center. Shot
records are required for children using the
child care services. For more information
call Mary Breeden, relocation assistance
program manager, 876-5397.

Calhoun classes
Calhoun Community College, Redstone
Arsenal Extension, announces spring
2005 registration for eight-week sessions
with classes at 8:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30
p.m., 4:30 p.m. and 7:20 p.m. This is a
Servicemembers Opportunity College
offering a VA approved curriculum. Acad-
emic advising is available for active duty
members of the military; and special
degree programs are offered for qualified
members of the military. Courses are open
to all area residents. This institution is
fully accredited by Southern Association
of Colleges and Schools. Online courses
are available. Pre-registration for spring
2005 is under way Nov. 29 through Dec.
16 from Monday through Thursday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. The spring term begins Jan.
10. For more information, call 874-7431
or visit the web site at www.calhoun.edu,
click on the Schedule Spring 2005 icon,
and scroll down to Redstone Arsenal
Classes for course listings.

Christmas concert
The Rocket City Chorus will present a
Christmas Concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 3 at St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church on the corner of
Franklin Street and Longwood Drive in
Huntsville’s hospital district. There is no
admittance charge; and donations are
gratefully accepted but not required. 

Benefit gift wrap
American Society of Military Comptrol-
lers needs volunteers to work the ASMC
Helpline Gift Wrap Project, Dec. 4 from

4-6 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. at Madison Square
Mall. ASMC members are encouraged to
volunteer for this worthy cause. Non-
ASMC volunteers will be accepted also.
Call Wanda Thomas 955-0771 or e-mail
wanda.thomas@peoavn.redstone.army.mil.

Fox Army Health Center
Fox Army Health Center announces holiday
hours for Thanksgiving. The Primary Care
Extended Hours Clinic will be open from 8
a.m. to noon on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day for scheduled appointments. All other
clinics and the pharmacy will be
closed. The Health Center is closed
Sundays. Advice Nurses are available 24
hours a day at 955-8888 or 1-800-223-9531
to provide care advice and schedule urgent
care appointments. Access to the building
may be gained through the Pharmacy
entrance on the south side.

Team Redstone party
The annual Team Redstone Holiday Party
is Dec. 3 at 6 p.m., with cocktails from 6-
6:45, at the Officers and Civilians Club.
The evening will include a mini-concert
by the Huntsville Community Chorus
Children’s Choir. Dinner will be served at
about 7:15 that evening and dancing will
begin about 8:30 to the sounds spun by the
DJs at America’s Party Pros. There may
even be a special guest at the party. Sever-
al cash bars will be set up throughout the
evening. The cost for this event would
normally be $27 per person, however, the
Morale Welfare and Recreation Fund has
offered to provide discounted tickets at
$22 per person, a $5 savings. For more
information call Sarah Brazzel, Garrison
protocol officer, 313-0546. 

New Year’s Eve gala
The Officers and Civilians Club will have
a New Year’s Eve party Dec. 31, starting
with a buffet dinner from 7-9 p.m. Ticket
price is $40 per person. Ticket price
includes dinner, entertainment, continen-
tal breakfast from 12-1 a.m., party favors
and champagne for toasting.  Plus, there is
an all-inclusive on post lodging package.
This includes lodging on Redstone Arse-
nal in cottages or deluxe hotel rooms,
transportation to and from the New Year’s
Eve Gala, dinner and dance. There are 66
deluxe rooms and five cottages for
$139.50 per couple.  For tickets call 830-
CLUB or Redstone Lodging 837-4130/
876-5713 for the New Year’s Eve Gala
Package. Tickets are on sale and this event
is open to the entire Redstone community. 

Pub for holidays
The Hottest Place on Redstone, The Fire-
house Pub will have its New Year’s party
at 6 p.m. Dec. 31. The $10 per person
ticket includes a disc jockey/karaoke, hors
d’oeuvres, party favors and champagne
for toasting. The Firehouse Pub party
includes the on-post lodging package for
$79.50. The pub is located on Hankins
Road, just off Goss Road. Call 830-2582
or 842-0748 for details. 

Tax assistance volunteers
The Redstone Arsenal Tax Assistance
Center is a free service helping service-
members on active duty, military retirees,
and their dependents prepare and file fed-
eral, state and local tax returns each year.
Last year’s center was a major success,
with almost 3,000 returns prepared, result-

ing in more than $1.75 million in refunds.
The center is now accepting volunteers for
the upcoming 2005 tax season. Scheduling
will be flexible, and volunteers are needed
in both the tax preparation and front desk
operations areas. No prior experience is
necessary, since comprehensive training
will be provided. This is an opportunity for
the community to give back to service-
members and their families. To volunteer,
or for more information call Capt. Eric
Husby 876-9913 or eric.husby@red-
stone.army.mil, or Randy Duff 420-3223
or rduff500@earthlink.net. 

Apprentice program
The Department of Defense initiated the
Science and Engineering Apprentice Pro-
gram in 1980, under the direction of the
Executive Office of the President, to involve
academically talented high school and col-
lege students in hands-on research activities
and student-mentor relationships during the
summer. This program is designed for stu-
dents who have demonstrated aptitude and
interest in science and engineering courses
and careers. A major benefit of the program
is pairing the students with university and
professional engineering mentors. The high
school and college programs are designed
for students who are United States citizens
and age 15 by the beginning of the program
June 6, 2005. The apprentice program is
divided into 8, 10 and 12 weeks. Both pro-
grams are fast-paced and require disci-
plined professional work habits. Junior and
senior scientists and engineers gain addi-
tional experience by serving as mentors for
first time students, and providing guidance
through interactive research processes. The
points of contact for applications are senior
counselors at all public, private and
parochial high school and college place-
ment services. Possible career placement
areas at the Garrison-Redstone Arsenal
include physics, chemistry, computer sci-
ence, engineering and mathematics. The
deadline for postmarking applications is
Jan. 31. If the student is unsuccessful in
receiving an application from the high
school senior counselor or college place-
ment service call the Civilian Personnel
Advisory Center, Julie Lumpkins in build-
ing 5308 at 313-4834.

Christmas trees
All offices, day rooms, military personnel
on active duty, and other activities requir-
ing Christmas trees, are authorized to cut
trees on a self-help basis in the area north-
east of the Ammunition Supply Point area
which is located across the road from the
Redstone Arsenal Saddle Activity. Trees
shall not be cut for commercial or unautho-
rized use. This area has been marked with
orange flagging for easy recognition. Trav-
el will be limited to the single pasture trail
along the east side of the open pasture-
land. Cutting operations will be limited to
inside the Christmas tree cutting area
only. Caution should be exercised to pre-
vent straying outside of the area or off the
access route and removing any objects
other than a Christmas tree. Trees should
not be cut earlier than Dec. 4 or later than
Dec. 24 during the hours of 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. The trimmings should not be left on
grassed rights-of-way, railroad tracks or
access roads. For more information and a
location map, call Outdoor Recreation,
building 5132, 876-4868.


