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Robotic vehicles go from drawing board to Bosnia 
Prototype systems clearing mines for Army engineer units 

File photo 

MINI-FLAIL- This unmanned ground vehicle system is among the prototypes that 
arrived in Bosnia in 1996. 

By Skip Vaughn 

They're robots but don't 
resemble the classic sci­
ence-fiction kind. They 
look more like golf carts or 
motorized scooters. 

But these aren't for 
recreation. And they aren't 
for passengers either. 

They're unmanned 
ground vehicles and they 
perform dangerous mis­
sions such as mine-clear-

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

Outdoor fun ... 
The warm fall days attracted children to the play­
ground at the Col. Carroll D. Hudson Recreation Area 
over a weekend. Alexis, left, and Blair are the chil­
dren of Chris Gaines, computer specialist at Army 
Education Television. David Jr., rear, is the son of 
SSgt. David McNair of the Army National Guard. 

ing. UGVs are still in 
development, but some pro­
totypes are being used in 
Bosnia. Since 1996 Army 
~ngineer units in Bosnia 
have detected more than 
200 mines by using proto­
type unmanned ground 
vehicle systems. That's 
more than 200 mines that 
would have otherwise been 
cleared by hand. 

. SARGE- The tactical unmanned vehicle SARGE, in foreground, is shown with its 
transport Humvee. SARGE isn't among the prototype systems in Bosnia. 

Vehicles/Systems Joint Pro­
ject Office, said. This is a 
joint Army-Marine Corps 
project office. 

and as the units rotate in, 
they're trained on them and 
use them," Curcio said. 
"We maintain them. We 
send teams over to main­
tain them on a periodic 
basis to make sure they're 
'up and running." 

previous generation tank 
because the Army now uses 
the M-l. The soldiers have 
asked for an updated Pan­
ther which can be used on 
the M-I tank chassis since 
repair parts are more avail­
able than with the older M-
60. 

"The units are very 
happy with them and they'd 

'like to have more and 
they'd like to have them 
improved," Marine Col. 
Ken Curcio, project manag­
er in the Unmanned Ground 

The two prototype sys­
tems in Bosnia include the 
Panther, used for clearing 
anti-tank mines; and the 
Mini-Flail, for clearing 
anti-personnel mines. "We 
have four each of those sys­
tems that remain in Bosnia 

Soldiers have requested 
improvements on the Pan­
ther. This system is put on 
an M-60 tank chassis, a 

The project office is 
See BOSNIA on 

page 22 

Command finally gets reshape OK from headquarters 
If you want to retire early, get your 

paperwork in quick. 
The Aviation and Missile Com­

mand finally received approval 
Thursday from higher headquarters 
for Voluntary Early Retirement 
Authority. Applications will be 
accepted -through Dec. 1 for separa­
tions to be effective upon individual 
approval through Jan. 2, 1999. 

The following AMCOM competi­
tive areas, with. numbers of early­
retirements for each, are included: 
• Aviation RD&E Center Personnel 
Demo, seven; 
• Missile RD&E Center Personnel 
Demo, 46; 
• Redstone Arsenal non-demo, 170; 
• Aviation RD&E. Cente~ Per~?nnel 
Demo. Moffett Field, Calif:;thtee; 

• Moffett Field non-demo, three; 
• Granite City, Ill., five; 
• Aviation RD&E Center Personnel 
Demo, Fort EustislLangley, Va., 15; 
• Fort EustislLangley non-demo, three. 

"All applications received by the 
cutoff date will be afforded equal con­
sideration and will be approved in 
seniority order based on leave service 
computation date up to the number 
authorized for the competitive area," 
a prepared release from the Civilian 
Personnel Advisory Center said. 
"Approval is contingent on meeting 
the eligibility requirements prior to 
separation, properly documented sav­
ings, and the appropriation of funds 
for VSIP (Voluntary Separation 
Incentive Pay) payments." 

Approval of the com'mand's 

request for early-retirement authority 
came from the.Office of the Secretary 
of Defense and headquarters Army 
Materiel Command. This process 
took longer than anticipated. "We 
absolutely did not anticipate the many 
changes we have been required to 
make" by higher headquarters, LeRoy 
Daniels, the civilian personnel officer, 
said two weeks ago. 

Due to this late approval, the appli­
cation w;ndow has been shortened 
from an anticipated 10 workdays to 
six. 

Application information is avail­
able on the web at http://redstone. 
army.mil/cpo/; and see various menu 
entries under Reshape. Questions 
may be directed to Linda Brown 876-
1620 or Bonnie Taylor 313-4833. 



Veterans celebration 

l am writing this in response to the wo~derful Veterans 
Day thoughts written by Melody Rimmer. As a for-

, mer Infantry officer, I have sometimes wondered how 
we have been able to survive as a nation for so long. 
Especially with all our divisiveness. As a young Junior 
ROTC cadet in the 1970s, I remember, as so many others 
do, how it was less than fashionable to we,ar your coun­
try's uniform. 

It is so refreshing to see that there are young Ameri­
cans today who reallize and appreciate the sacrifices of 
those who came before them. Ms. Rimmer also brings 
upa very important point that I think was lost in :all the 
news coverage I saw (which wasIl't much). In saying 
this, I in no way slight our honored dead. But, Veterans 
Day should be mon~ of a celebration of the living! For 
those of us who willingly served our country, maintained 
the peace, fought when we couldn't, and because the 
"ultimate sacrifice" was not required of us, we came 
home. Heaven help us if this country ever runs out of 
fine young people willing to follow in our footsteps! 

Melody, for all of us both living and dead, I th~nk 
you! 

Bruce O'Gorman 
IMMC 

Comman'der's letter: 
Holiday safety '98 

D
' ' , uring 1998,. Team Redstone continued to enjoy 

-' success by making safety a priority and incor-
, porating risk management into our day-to-day 

activities. Because of your commitment and concern 
for safety, we are now positioned for the challenges of 
the future. 

As we prepare for the holiday season, I encourage 
you to exercise the same safety practices used in the 
workplace at home, We owe it to our families, friends 
and ourselves to ensure a safe holiday season. 

, A..utomobile accidents are a significant risk to our 
personnel during the holiday season. Gen. Dennis 

{,','!"' 

Reimer, chief of staff, Army, has made privately-
owned-vehicle accident prevention one of his top prior­
ities. Driving while fatigued, adverse road conditions, 
and drunk drivers all pose a threat. If travel is part·of 
your holiday schedule, take time to prepare for the road 
allead. Check road conditions and plan your route 
prior to departing. Highways and airports will be con­
siderably more crowded this time of year. Be sure to 
allow enough time to arrive at your destination safely. 

Above all, remember that wearing safety belts is our 
best means of minimizing the effects if we are involved 
in an accident. 

Our people are the most important element of Team 
Redstone. A safe holiday season will better prepare us 
for the challenges of 1999. Let us all strive, to have an 
accident-free holiday that will ensure a safe return to 
our workplace. I wish you and your families a safe and 
enjoyable holiday season. 

Maj. Gen. Emmitt Gibson 
Commander, 
AIVICOM and 

RI9dstone Arsenal 

Soldiers caring for soldiers... , , 

Retired officers give to holiday voucher program 
By Sandy Riebeling 

The Retired Officers 
Association, Huntsville 
Chapter, has donated 
$1,000 to the Holiday 
Voucher Program. The pro­
gram offers soldiers in need 
a voucher to use at the 
Commissary to buy food 
for their families over the 
Christmas holiday. 

tify and submit the names 
of soldiers who would ben­
efit from the program. The 
money collected is divided. 
by the number of soldiers 
identified and a voucher is 
given to each. 

"It is a wonderful pro­
gram," Jim Allred, retired 
Army colonel and TROA 
president-elect, said. "So 
much so that the board 
chose to donate $1,000." "It's really a replace­

ment for the old Holiday 
Food Basketprogram when 
we used to collect food and 
make baskets for the sol­
diers," Col. Paul Vicalvi, 
post chaplain and senior 
Protestant chaplain, said. 
"The voucher program 
allows the family to buy 
whatever they like. It's a 
traditional soldier care pro­
gram done worldwide." 

More than 100 enlisted 
families benefited from the 
program last year, which 
raised $11,000 for food 
vouchers. Currently, the pro­
gram has $7,000. Contribu­
tions are given annually by 
the Bicentennial Protestant 
and Catholic congregations, 
the Ordnance Missile and 
Munitions Center and 
School congregation, the 
Post Thrift Shop, Officer and 
Civilian Women's Club and 
Sergeants Major Associa­
tion. 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 
HELPING HAND- Allred presents a check to Vicalvi 
for the Holiday Voucher Program that helps soldiers in 
need during the holiday season. 

tennial Chapel, made out to 
the Consolidated Chap­
lain's Fund, no later than 
Dec. 4. 

Other holiday events and 
programs sponsored by the 
Bicentennial Chapel include 

ments will be served. 
On Dec. 5, congregation 

members will decorate the 
church, beginning at 9 a.m. 

Part of caring for a sol­
dier's well-being is not just 
to identify a soldier in need 
but make sure he can 
receive help without it cost­
ing his dignity. It is the task 
of the first sergeant to iden-

Anyone wishing to 
donate to the program can 
send a check to the Bicen-

, a holiday tree lighting Dec. 
4 at 4. p.m. The children's 
choir will perform, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus will make an 
appearance and refresh-

Holiday services include 
a German Mass on Dec. 10 
at 8 p.m., and Christmas 
Eve services beginning with 
children's Mass at 5 p.m., 
Protestant candle lighting 
service at 7 p.m .. and a 
Catholic Mass at 9 p.m. 

Growing problem ... 

Worldwide observance aimed at stopping AIDS 
By Susan Goodman 

Dec. "1 is the 11 th observance of 
World AIDS Day. This year's theme 
is "Be a Force for Change: World 
AIDS Campaign With Young Peo­
ple." The purpose of this theme is to 
recognize the millions of young adults 
worldwide who are affected- direct­
ly and indirectly - by HIV/AIDS. 

Every day 7,000 young people 
worldwide acquire HIV, the virus that 
causes AIDS. Of the 30 million peo­
ple alive today with HIV infection or 
AIDS, at least a third are aged 1O~24. 
Over 50 percent of new infections 
with HIV are occurring in young peo­
ple in the 10-24 age group. 

The "Be A Force for Change" ini­
tiative aims not only to educate young 
people but to involve, them in their 
HIVIAIDS education. Young people 
have the power'to change the course 
of the epidemic. They are not only 
infected, but also affected by 
HIV/AIDS, and are a key resource in 
expanding an effective response. 

The epidemic's transmission pat­
terns are changing. According to 

" Philip Rosenberg of the National Can­
cer Institute, the "young adults who 
got infected were much more likely to 
have gotten HIV heterosexually." one 
out of three HIV cases in 18 to 27 year 
olds are female, and overall one-third 
of all HIV in that age group is hetero-

sexually transmitted. 
Current trends also demonstrate an 

increase in young people injecting 
drug~. Baltimore physicians report 
that illicit drug use among adolescen'ts 
is a "serious and growing problem" in 
'the United States, with drug-related 
arrests and deaths increasing at an 
alarming rate. For example, in Fair­
fax County, Va., drug-related arrests' 
of adolescents have increased more 
than lO-fold in 10 years. Risks relat­
ed to the transmission of HIV arise 
from shared needles used to inject 
drugs- HIV can be transmitted 
through blood - and from the indi­
vidual's impaired judgment (individu­
als are more likely to take risks when 
their judgment is affected by mind­
altering substances). If this current 
trend is any indication, one can expect 
to see more drug users with HIV in 
the coming years. 

One hundred ninety-one countries 
around the world are observing this 
day to draw attention to the AIDS epi­
demic. In the United States, World 
AIDS Day wiII link communities in a 
unified observance when the White 
House dims its lights from 7:45-8 p.m. 

Plans are under way to observe 
World AIDS Day in Huntsville. 
Questions concerning these events 
can be directed to the AIDS Action 
Coalition, 883-AIDS. 

On Nov. 30 from 5:30-8 p.m., a 

showing of "Mother's Prayer," target­
ing high school students, will be held 
at the Bailey Cove Library Confer­
ence Room. Area high school teach­
ers are offering extra credit for those 
students who attend the 'program. 
Pizza and popcorn will be served. , 

On Dec. 1, area high schools will 
be doing activities during the day, 
such as displays of statistical posters 
and information tables at lunch. Area 
churches are requested to ring their 
steeple bell 18 times at 2 p.m. to sig­
nify the 18 years of the epidemic. 
Madison County Health Department 
will hold testing sites at University of 
Alabama-HuntsviIIe in the morning 
and at Alabama A&M University in 
the afternoon. From 7-8 p.m., the 
Church of the Nativity in Huntsville 
will conduct an evening remembrance 
service. 

At Redstone Arsenal, an informa­
tional display with pamphlets cover­
ing a wide range of HIV / AIDS topics 
will be located near the Pharmacy at 
Fox Army Health Center. 

It is our actions that will reverse the 
epidemic. We have the power- and.the 
responsibility - to make a difference. 
Act now and be a force for change. 

(Editor s note: Goodman is a com­
munity health nurse at Public Health 
and Education Cellter, Fox Army 
Health Center.) 
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With international partners ... 

Multimillion dollar contract awarded for guided MLRS 
The United States has 

entered into a cooperative 
development program with 
the United Kingdom, Ger­
many, France and Italy to 
develop a new guided rock-· 
et for the Multiple Launch 
Rocket System. 

The rocket; known as 
Guided MLRS, will have 
increased range., accuracy, 
and lethality. The Guided 
MLRS program represents 
another example of interna­
tional cooperation to pro­
duce a common product 
while sharing and minimiz­
ing costs and risks. 

approach with industry, and U.S. and Europe are still industry to compete for 
establishing collaborative being formulated. Howev- future production work on 
integrated product teams. er, there are likely to be the Guided MLRS pro-

Final decisions on Guid- substantial opportunities gram. (MLRS 
ed MLRS production in the for U.S. and European Office release) 
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Project 

The prime contract for 
the engineering and manu­
facturing development 
(EMD) phase of the pro­
gram was awarded to Lock­
heed Martin Vought Sys­
tems by the U.S. on behalf 
of the Guided l\,IlLRS part­
ner nations. The contract 
with the company is worth 
approximately $121 million 
and is expected Ito last four 
years. Lockheed Martin 
Vought was selected based 
on its previous experience 
as design agency for MLRS. 

File photo 

HEADING SKYWARD- A MLRS firing is conducted 
last July 16 at White Sands Missile Range, N.M. 
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The Defense Depart­
ment continues to attach 
great importance to compe­
tition, to include interna­
tional competition, as a 
route to achieving best 
value for money. The con­
tract will therefore feature 
maximum competition at 
subcontract level. 

The improved range, 
accuracy, lethality, and 
logistic effectiveness of 
Guided MLRS are consis­
tent with emerging themes 
in the Defense Department. 

The Guided MLRS 
EMD contract is one of the 
first Army projects to use 
the "alpha acquisition con­
tracting" method which 
uses the Integrated Product 
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at an acceptable contract. 
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Responding to hurricane victims ... 

Honduras relief effort gets help 
from AMCOM representative 
By John Allen 

When disaster starts, 
LARs depart for the scene. 

That's exactly what hap­
pened following the disas­
trous Hurricane Mitch, 
which killed nearly 10,000 
people in Central America 
earlier this month, leaving 
millions displaced. 

LAR means Logistics 
Assistance Representative. 
There are approximately 
200 of them worldwide 
reporting to AMCOM's 
Readiness Directorate, and 
assigned as part of the over­
all Logistics Assistance 
Program. 

"We are the focal point 
for the LARs as a one-stop 
shop for resolution of tech­
nical maintenance prob­
lems," Bill Chaney, logis­
tics management specialist, 
said. 

According to Marty 
Martin, chief of the Logis­
tics Assistance D:ivision, 
there is one LAR in Hon­
duras at this time. "Rich 
Deering is there to help 
support a group of heli-

copters- 10 CH-47 cargo 
Chinooks, and six UH-60 
utility Black Hawks; they 
are from Fort Bragg, N.C., 
and Hunter Army Airfield 
in Savannah, Ga.," Martin 
said. 

The helicopters are 
working out of a u.S. air 
base at Soto Cano, Hon­
duras and the airport at 
Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
The unit was deployed Nov. 
7 for 60 days, however, that 
time could be extended to 
six months if needed. Mar­
tin said that the possibility 
exists that additional heli­
copter support, and one 
more LAR, might be 
deployed later. 

"Being a LAR is the clos­
est you can come to being in 
the military while still a 
civilian," Martin said. 'These 
civilians sign an agreement 
that they will deploy with 
the military to hot spots any­
where in the world where they 
are needed." 

Chaney said the mission 
of the LARS is two-fold: 
"They provide advice and 
assistance -to soldiers 

REDUCE 
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beyond their skill level, and 
they provide logistics intel­
ligence back to AMCOM. 
The Command Operations 
Center, under team chief 
Norbert Lutz, is manned 
24-hours per day, seven 
days per week, for the pur­
pose of sustainment and 
analysis." Maj. Gen. 
Emmitt Gibson, comman­
der of AMCOM and Red­
stone Arsenal, receives 
daily briefings. 

Disaster officials in 
Honduras and Nicaragua, 
the two Central American 
countries hit hardest by the 
storm, now say that Hurri­
cane Mitch may be the 
most deadly storm to hit the 
area in more than 200 
years. The latest figures 
put the number of injured at 
15,619; total missing are 
13,232; total homeless are 
273,846; total displaced 

Photo by John Allen 

MAPPING STRATEGY- Martin, left, points to Honduras on map where LARs sup­
port has been sent. Chaney looks on. 

persons are nearly 3 mil-­
lion; total damaged homes 
are 93,188, and the total 
bridges damaged are 392. 

By the end of last week, 
news reports said that relief 
workers still had not 
reached 30,000 Hondurans, 
many of whom had not had 
fresh food and clean water 
for more than two weeks. 
U.S. Navy Seabees labored 
to put up 19 temporary Bai­
ley bridges, but 97 bridges 

were washed away in Hon­
duras alone. In Nicaragua, 
helicopters loaded with sup­
plies found it impossible to 
land on the soggy ground. 
In both countries, medics 
worked feverishly to con­
tain outbreaks of hepatitis, 
conjunctivitis, and cholera. 

In Rich Deering's report 
Friday, he said "Every­
thing's fine," according to 
Redstone's B.J. Cuddeback, 
of the Logistics Assistance 

Division. "Conditions are 
improving; we've moved 
into a tent with a hard floor 
and are getting lights 
tonight," Deering reported. 
He also said he feels lucky to 
get hot meals and showers, 
since MREs (Meals Ready 
to Eat) are the only rations in 
some areas. He said he's 
working 12-hour shifts and 
supports aircraft in 
Guatemala City where con­
ditions are much worse. 
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V" Yes. We fi weak credit 

V" Yes. refinance with Tax Liens 
V" Yes. We can help! 

CASH Lowest Rates Available In Today's Market For Home Loans 

APPLY BY PHONE TODAY! 
24 HOURS A DAY 
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During January ... 

Fox Army Health Center updates 
medical insurance database 

Fox Army Health Center 
will be updating its insur­
ance database during Janu­
ary 1999. 

This will be accom­
plished with a renewed 
effort to acqUire health 
information when a patient 
signs III for an appoint­
ment. It will entail the 
center's clerks asking if 
you or your family mem­
bers are employed or 
retired. If you or your 
family members are cov­
ered by a health insurance 

leering and depositing 
funds, and reporting TPCP 
status. The Department of 
Defense Instruction (DoDI 
6010.15 -1\1) further 
instructs facilities that 
insurance information must 
be updated when there is a 
change in coverage or 
every 12 months. 

Now for the, question 
that has been on your 
mind. What's the connec­
tion? Well to put it simply, 
every dollar collected from 
your health insurance com-

pany gues dllecli y back 
into Fox Army Health 
Center. Thl;; ultImately 
enables Foy. Army Health 
Center to prov ide you with 
enhanced services to help 
you or someone you know 
receive the best available 
care. 

For more information 
about the Third Party Col­
lection Program at Fox 
Army Health Center call 
Deborah Hall, Connie 
Golden or Wade Hamlett at 
955-6337 or 842-9932 

Don't forget ... 
Thanksgiving dinner will be served at 
the military dining hall Thursday from 
11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Military and civilians 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

are invited to a traditional holiday meal 
with the soldiers at Redstone. Cost is 
$5 per person. 

policy, they will need your r--------..,,----------______ ..,.,...""""" 
medical insurance infor­
mation. You will be asked 
to provide your insurance 
card and to complete an 
insurance information 
form (DD Form 2569), and 
to sign and date the form 
on the back. You will also 
be asked if you are being 
treated as a result of an 
injury. If so, you will be 
asked specifics related to 
your accident or injury. 

Dwindling medical 
resources and personnel 
prompted the Congress, the 
Department of Defense, 
and Army Medical commu­
nities to initiate new pro­
grams to provide funds to 
meet the needs of active 
duty sold1ers and other 
DoD health care beneficia­
ries. These new programs 
include the establishment 
and strengthening of med­
ical cost reimbursement 
programs such as the Third 
Party Collecti~ Program. 

As of Jan. 6, 1992, all 
military treatment facilities 
were required by United 
States Public Law 101-510 
(10 U.S. Code 1095) to file 
claims against private 
health insurance carriers 
for active duty family 
members and retirees treat­
ed for inpatient services. 
This law was later amended 
to include outpatient and 
ancillary services. This 
amendment mandated that 
each facility implem'ent a 
Third Party Collection Pro­
gram to include program 
awareness, identification 
and collection of insurance 
information, filing claims 
with third party payers. col-

For Advertising 
Information 

1 
Call 

The Advertiser Co. 

539-9828 

48" Lighted 
Lawn Decorations 
Snowman. Sleigh 

Reindeer • Angel w/horn 
"Lights Fully Assembled on 

Frames" 

SANTA 
by Holiday Collection 
ReSin finish __ 1_-
#81077 (2) #81079 
Reg. $4.99 

$2.99 

by China Pearl 

Reg. $29.99 

$1-9.95 

ENTIISE SELECTION 
t: '2' ·/}jdth. ~arting at $3.99 and up! 

Trees ,,,. ,.,."' 

PAPER MACHE SELECTION 
$12.99 
$14.99 
$14.99 

3' to 15'. 

Reindeer Sitting #PM47G 

Standing - small #PM48G 

Standing - med. #PM48AG 

AND MUCH MORE! 

"Decorations priced and sold separately" 

20" CANADIAN 
PINE WREATH 
#XV5236 / 20", 180 tips, 
Indoor / Outdoor, Reg. $4.99 

8" CANADIAN 
PINE GARLAND 
#XV6236/ 8180 tips, 8" x 9ft., 
Indoor / Outdoor Reg. $3.99 

Christmas Lights $2.99 
Clear • 100 ct. 

I r---------
: 40% Off 1 
~ Any One Item in the Store ~ 
~ 7 pm - 9 pm friday Onlyl 
lOne Coupon per person. 
I . 9' - F 'day 11/27 I Coupon expires pm n L_----------------

Open Friday Nov. 27· 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Holiday Hours Mon.-:Sat. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. • Closed Sun. 

~ILK TR~~ ~ACTORY 
1008 Jordan Lane • 539-9111 

Discounts off regular price. 

Ad Expires 11/28198 Limited quantities may apply. 

_IV/SA I [iii Excludes prior sale 
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On schedule and within cost. .. 

THAAD launcher deemed a success on the ground during tests 
While you wouldn't necessarily know it 

by reading press accounts of the THAAD 
flight test program, there have been numer­
ous success stories in the development of 
the THAAD system. The THAAD ground 
segments have all performed flawlessly on 
each mission. In particular, the THAAD 
Launcher has been a rousing success and is 
managed, developed, and built locally by 
the THAAD Launcher Product Office and 
the Lockheed Martin Systems (LMMS) 
Huntsville operation. 

THAAD's system requirements origi­
nate~ with lessons learned from Operation 
Desert Storm and Patriot's involvement in 
that conflict. In addition to a higher kill 
probability and ability to conduct exoat­
mospheric intercepts, THAAD is required 
to have improved strategic and tactical 
mobility, more missiles per launcher and 
quicker reload times. The THAAD launch­
er carries a basic load of up to 10 missile 
rounds and can accomplish fire-to-fire 
reload of 10 missiles in less than the 
required 30 minutes. The combat-ready 
launcher can be driven onto C-17 and C-5 
aircraft, and it can be prepared for transport 
on C-141 aircraft in less than the required 
30 minutes by off-loading the missile 
round pack onto a standard pallet. 

The Theater High Altitude Area Defense 
launcher is an acquisition streamlining suc­
cess story. The Launcher Product Office 
established a "partnering" management 
philosophy between contractor and govern­
ment long before the term was coined. One 
major reason this approach has been so 
successful is the close proximity of the 
contractor facility to the government Pro- . 
ject Office. Also, the contractor was keen­
ly aware" of customer and soldier needs 

. throughout the design process, aided by 

several trips to Fort Bliss, Texas, to get sol­
dier input in ·the early stages of design. 

One very key decision made in the first 
year of the program was to change from a 
tractor-trailer design to a Palletized Load­
ing System truck-based launcher. The user 
requested a standard Army vehicle with a 
Tank and Automotive Command managed 
support system, instead of a unique vehicle 
requiring a special support structure. The 
PLS integral load handling system met the 
standardized vehicle/support desire, and 
provided the solution for meeting the tough 
30 minute reload requirement. Dollars 
were saved in development costs and later 
qualification costs associated with a new 
vehicle. Today this would be recognized as 
a CAIV (cost as an independent variable) 
initiative, because a performance objective 
requirement (C-130 airlift capability) was 
traded in the interest of other performance 
and life cycle cost considerations. The 
term CAIV, like partnering, had not yet 
been adopted in the Army's lexicon. 

Another acquisition streamlining initia­
tive, open system architecture, was incor­
porated into the launcher's electronic 
design. Maximum use was made of com­
mercial-off-the-shelf products, particularly 
in computer architecture. One lesson 
learned along the way is that while off-the­
shelf provides a lower cost and faster initial 
acquisition, there was also ·an associated 
liability. Commercial production/design 
standards usually change in a much shorter 
cycle than the lifetime of a weapon system, 
making it necessary to plan for obsoles­
cence of certain components. ·The launch­
er's open system architecture will allow for 
changes in component specifications with­
out altering system functionality; where 
this is not possible, options such as pre-

JFrom your friends 
. at 

Budweiser" 

http;/ /vvww.bud\vci:-'l'r.com 
iDlt;98 Anheuser-Husen, inc, Br('w(>rs of Bmhq'iscr Beef St. Louis, Mo. 

L " ., ~ ... ~ • 

-.. ~ ~. 

File photo 

COMBAT-READY- The THAAD launcher carries a basic load of up to 10 missile 
rounds and can accomplish fire-to-fire reload of 10 missiles in less than the required 
30 minutes. 

planned upgrades or life cycle quantity pur­
chases are being considered. 

Another acquisition streamlining exam­
ple is the User Operational Evaluation Sys­
tem (UOES) concept, which puts develop­
mental hardware in the hands of soldiers 
early in the design process. This allows 
THAAD to obtain feedback on ways to 
improve operation and performance of the 
launcher and other ground segments before 
locking in the final production design. The 
THAAD Launcher product manager cur­
rently manages use and evaluation of all 
UOES components (Radar, BMlC31, and 
Launcher), as well as design and produc­
tion of the launcher itself. As a result of 

UOES training, soldiers have operated the 
launcher flawlessly on the last two flight 
tests. Recently, soldiers in full combat gear 
performed a fire-to-fire reload demonstra­
tion in accordance with established crew 
drill procedures in less than 25 minutes, 
well within the objective system reload 
requirement. To facilitate soldier feedback, 
the Launcher Product Office instituted an 
automated Comment Tracking System, 
providing a way for soldiers and other 
agencies to submit suggested design 
improvements from remote locations via 
the Internet. 

See THAAD on page 20 

NOW IS THE TIME TO REFINANCE 
AS LOW AS 6.0% (FIXED) 

If your current mortgage interest rate is above 7.0%, you could be paying TOO MUCH! 

Unlike other lenders, we come to you. Day and evening appointments available. 

Call now for a FREE, NO OBLIGATION, IN-HOME evaluation 
of your presElnt mortgage and refinance options. 

Debt consolidation Loans also available. 

Call Jennifer Smith or Phil Smith 
Our Goal is to Save you Money! 

1-800-580-1655 
InterState Lending, Inc., 

A locally operated company. 
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Upon retiring ... 

Program executive office chief cited 
for superior service during . career 

Joe Ramirez/Photo Lab 

SERVICE AWARD- A.Q. Oldacre, deputy program executive officer for air and mis· 
sile defense, presents Kilgore with an Eagle statue, representing Kilgore's service to 
the nation. 

By Regina Free and Connie Davis 

Col. Fred Kilgore, chief of staff for the 
Program Executive Office for Air and Mis­
sile Defense, was honored Nov. 17 at an 
award ceremony and luncheon marking his 
retirement. 

During the ceremony Brig. Gen. Dan 
Montgomery, PEO AMD, presented Kilgo­
re with the Legion of Merit for superior ser­
vice to air and missile defense efforts and 
the Army. 

Montgomery thanked Kilgore for his 
tremendous efforts in support of the PEO 
AMD, not only as chief of staff but also as 
the project manager for the Theater High 
Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) program. 

In addition, he received an American 
flag, flown over the Capitol building, in 
recognition of a career spent in service to 
the nation. Kilgore was also given a statue 
of a soldier firing a Stinger missile. In 

See PEa on page 12 

TO.E 
:FLEABARKET 

LARGEST INDOOR 
MARKET IN ALABAMA 

OVER 450 DEALER SPACES 
FEATURING: Antiques, Collectibles, Glassware, Pottery, 
Arts, Crafts, Jewelry, Carpets, Furniture, Tools, Clothing, 
Shoes, Toys, Pool Tables, Beanie Babies, Spas, Old and 

New Merchandise... Much, Much More! 

lin Extra Shopping Dayl 
Santa Claus Will Be Here From 11 a.m. until 3p.m. 

Every Weekend Throughout The Holidays 

Holiday Galore! 

On u.s. Hwy. 72 between Athens & Huntsville, 
8 miles East of 1·65 & 8 miles West of Madison Square Mall 

ACCEPTS MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 

OP:E:1W :E:V:E:B,Y 
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday 9 a_m_ - 5 p.m. 
All Year Rain or Shine! 

((~~®» ~~~~®i1 ®~ 

NASHVILLE 

l{) I 

~ ~ 
,HWY 72(jj -(. ~ 

LIMESTONE 
FLEA MARKET 

DON'T BE 
A TURKEV!!! 

Heart Pendant 
ONLTS699 

{chain not induded} 

OFF 

Stadium Place 
{Next to Talbot's} 

880-2810 
90 Days Same As Cash 
iii. [VISA] 
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Just saying no... • 

Help for substance abusers can start at center on Redstone 
By John Allen 

Drug and alcohol abuse 
is deemed public enemy 
No. 1 by mental health offi­
cials nationwide. Unfortu­
nately, many abusers don't 
see things that way. 

Rick Stock, a licensed· 
professional counselor at 
the Center for Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment, says 
most of the referrals they 
get are in denial about their 
problem. 

"We start our counseling 
by trying to break down the 
patient's denial of the prob­
lem of drug or akohol 
abuse. Most of them insist 
that, 'I don't have a prob­
lem,'" Stock said. "Nation­
wide, one out of every 10 
persons has a drug or alco­
hol problem, and the 
peripheral impact on their 
families is enormous." 

Stock says the problem 
is further exacerbated 
because only one in 10 of 
those persons identified 
with a drug or akohol 
problem - both adults and 
youth - takes advantage 
of the free counseling ser­
vices that we have avail­
able to them. "A person 
may have to be arrested by 
the police before the prob­
lem is addressed," he said. 
"Until that happens, the 
problem is treated in the 

. family like the proverbial 
elephant in the comer of 
the living room; it's there, 
but nobody talks about it." 

The Center for Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment is a 

Health Center's Behavioral 
Medicine Division. It was 
created as a result of the 
Army's belief in the need 
for an alcohol and drug pre­
vention and control pro­
gram. The program here is 
staffed by Stock and David 
Bates. 

"When a military person 
has been identified as a 
possible alcohol or drug . 
abuser, the Commander's 
Program requires an evalu­
ation of that person," Stock 
said. "Often, it is a securi­
ty-related problem." 

Just recently, the Center 
initiated a program for ado­
lescents who are at risk for 
drug or alcohol usage. 

Substance abuse is no 
small problem. As many as 
40 million children live 
with an alcoholic parent 
and the divorce rate in alco­
holic families is four times 
the national average. 

A progressive family 
disease, alcoholism can 
dissolve the family unit. 

Because the family 
loves and wants to protect 
the alcoholic, they often 
cover up for the drinker. 
The average· family denies 
the loved one's alcoholism 
for years until the family is 
overwhelmingly affected. 

Spouses will often take 
on the role of the other par­
ent. New, and probably 
unhealthy family patterns 
develop as family responsi­
bilities are forced to shift 
from two parents to one 
parent and the children. 

Children of alcoholics 

ENT SPECIA 

$45 

Photo by John Allen 

COUNSELORS- Stock, left, reviews notes with asso­
ciate David Bates prior to a group counseling session. 

are often cast in the role of 
a parent and often serve as 
caretaker for the ill parent. 

Families with alcoholism 
tend to develop confused 
and immature children 
through inconsistent child­
rearing practices. Children 
may react by running away 
or failing in school. 

Additionally, in response 
to the spouse's drinking, the 

non-alcoholic parent may 
abuse or neglect the chil­
dren. 

The children may have a 
tough time distinguishing 
between sober parental 
concern and the unreason­
able demands made by the 
drunk parent. 
Alcoholic youths 

It is not just adults who 
have drinking problems. 

Surveys show that half of 
all high school seniors has 
gone drinking in a car at 
night. Almost one in three 
reports having ridden with a. 
drunk driver. And while 
"only" one out of 20 seniors 
drinks daily, one in three 
will be drunk this weekend. 

Children drink for many 
reasons: to feel grownup; to 
take risks and rebel; to fit in 
and belong; to relax and 
feel good; and to satisfy 
curiosity. 

Many non- or moderate 
drinkers drink more than 
they want to because they 
don't know how to say "no" 
or are afraid to be left out. 

Parents, grandparents, 
elders, aunts, and uncles 
can help children deal with 
peer pressure. 

In fact, not wanting to 
harm the relationship 
between themselves and the 
caring adults in their lives is 
the most common reason 
that young people give for 
not using alcohol and drugs. 
Addressing problem 

Whether it's an adult or 
child who is abusing alco­
hol, the family's main 
obstacle is the drinker's 

inability to accept his or her 
problem. 

To rectify the situation, 
families must stop helping 
the drinker drink. This may 
sound absurd, but experts 
in substance abuse say that 
the people closest to an 
alcoholic do exactly that. 
They help by: making 
excuses when he or she 
misses work, school, or 
social engagements; buying 
booze or drinking with the 
drinker; paying for dam­
ages he causes while drunk; 
and cleaning up after him 
and generally making sure 
he stays out of trouble. 

However, experts cau­
tion, when you stop being 
an enabler, you need to be 
prepared. More than likely, 
the drinker will not be 
happy about your new 
behavior and may take it 
out on you. 

Be prepared. Have 
some money set aside for 
emergencies along with 
names and phone numbers 
of people who can help 
you. 

See ABUSERS on 
page 14 
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Offering variety ... 

Omni-Music Band on tap for Redstone's party 
Dust off your dancing shoes! If 

you love dancing to the music of a 
live band, then you better hurry and 
get your tickets now for Team Red­
stone's Holiday Party. Plan to dance 
away the evening at "Our Party" on 
Dec. 11 at the Redstone Arsenal Club. 

From 8 p.m. until midnight. mem­
bers of the Omni-Music Band will 
play and sing some of your favorites, 
including both oldies and upbeat 
melodies. The band will fill the ball­
room with the sounds of tunes like 
"Unforgettable," "Just to be Close to 
You," "Could I Have This Dance for 
the Rest of My Life," "Unchained 
Melody," "Embraceable You," and 
"Smoke Gets in Your Eyes," to name 
only a few. 

For those who enjoy rock and roll 

and swing (tunes that may require a 
little more movement), the band's 
repertoire also includes tunes like 
"c.c. Rider," "Sittin' On the Dock of 
the Bay," "New York, New York," 
"My Girl" (medley), "The Twist," 
"Rock Around the Clock," and 
"Shout," among many others. 

Dancing may be just what you 
need to help settle your dinner. Din­
ner, whiCh begins at 7 p.m., includes 
filet mignon and breast of chicken, 
tossed salad, new potatoes,· green 
beans almondine, crabapple ring on a 
bed of greens, strawberry or cherry 
trifles, coffee and tea. 

As a special added treat, during 
dinner, Omni-Music's instrumental­
ists will provide soft jazz music for 
your listening pleasure. 

During the social hour, which 
begins at 6 p.m., why not practice 
your dance steps? Whether you dance 
or not, you will enjoy eating a great 
dinner and spending the evening with 
friends. 

For ticket and reservation informa­
tion, call Olene McGowen 842-9038, 
Mae Hargrove 842-9588, or Gaila 
Kelso 876-9857. Tickets are $21 per 
person. The price includes dinner and 
gratuity, as well as the entertainment. 
Reserve a table (or two or three) now 
for you and your friends. 

Omni-Music Enterprises began in 
1989 when Dr. Horace Carney formed 
a jazz trio in Birmingham. The origi­
nal group consisted of Leroy Allen 

See BAND on page 14 
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I and I hate to waste money on auto ins.urance" 

!~. $100, $200, $350 
:~OR MORE A YEAR 
I OUf Friends Say It Best: 
I "I saved $300/yr. on my car insurance with Southern States. 
I I called around ... they're the best." C. Jones, HuntsvilIe. 

I "Southern States has great claim service. We filed a claim Monday 
and had a check in our mailbox Wednesday." E. J., Hazel Green. 

Request Your FREE Rate Quote Now. 

Southern States 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

880-3319 .... - ____________ .J 

IIIl:1itl.l 
IUN 8111FI Sial 
NOVEMBER 28 - 29 
Cahaba Shrine Temple 

Pulaski Pike and Winchester Road 

Huntsville 
tor more info. call (256)766~8877 
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Photo by Jim Bowne 
PIANO LESSON- Carney helps a student at Alabama 
A&M University where he teaches music theory and 

. piano. He is also coordinator of A&M's Music and 
Music Education Program. 

Attention: 
Federal Employees! 
Are you Retiring, taking an Early 

Out, VERA .. VSIP, or RlF! 
Are you aware of the deadly tax trap the IRS has 
set that can confiscate part of your thrift or 
retirement funds? A FREE report is available by 

calling 1-888-850-8844,' 
24 hours for a FREE 
recorded message. 
Reading this report can 
keep you from making 
mistakes that you won't 
even know you've 

. made until it is too late! 

MADISON - 103 GIN OAKS CT. 

• FRI;.I;. DAYCAR~ 
• PI;.R60NAL TRAIN~R6 

OFF WALL-TRIANA Behind 
Bailey Chiropractic 

HOURS: Mon. - Thurs., 5:30 - 10/Fri., 5:30 - 8/Sal., 8 - 6/Sun., 1 - 6 
,:,; :,: 
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I-Bonds provide principled way to save 
Series interest for as long as 30 years. Two new 

s a v i l.l g s denominations, $200 and $10,000, will go 
bonds pur- on sale in May 1999. I Bond earnings are 
chased from added every month and interest is 
Nove m b e r compounded semiannually. 
through April I _~S They are state' and local 
1999 will earn income tax exempt; and 
a 3.3 percent fixed rate of rYerynne Need<; & Saff Har('(n c,mw federal income tax on I 
return over and above inflation. . Bond earnings can be deferred until the 

The 3.3 percent fixed rate applies for the bonds are cashed or they stop earning inter-
30-year life of I Bonds purchased during this est after 30 years. Investors cashing I Bonds 
six-month period. before five years are subject to a three-month 

Treasury's new inflation-indexed I earnings penalty. 
Bonds are designed to offer Americans a Just in time for November's obser-
way to save that protects the purchasing vance of Native American Heritage 
power of their investment by assuring them Month, Chief Joseph is among the famous 
a real rate of return over and above infla- faces that appear on I Bonds. Joseph 
tion. (1840-1904) is best known for his princi-

I Bonds have features that make them pled resistance to the U.S. government's 
attractive to many investors. They are sold attempts to force' the Nez perce onto a 
at face value in denominations of $50, $75, reservation. (Adapted from a Treasury 
$100, $500, $1,000, and $5,000 and earn Department release) 

PEO 
Continued from page !~ 

accepting the statue, he s.aid 
it "symbolized all the sol­
diers, NCOs and officers 
that I have dealt with during 
my 26 years of service." 

Regarding· his career, 
Kilgore said he was fortu­
nate in having Air Defense 
Artillery assignments from 
platoon leader to battalion 
commander and in having 
worked with systems from 
Nike and Hawk to Patriot 
and THAAD. Concermng 

All PII Systems include: 
BXAGPMB 

32 MBSDRAM 
3,2 GB UDMA133 HDD 
1,44 Floppy Disk Drive 

8 Mb AGP Video OPEN GL 
36x IDE CD-ROM 

Sound Card 16 Bit 3D 
120W Stereo Speakers 

104E Keyboard & Mouse 
Windows 95 OSR2.1 

Groliers 98 CD 
Mavis Beacon Typing 

US & World Atlas 
Reference Library 

Print Master 
'Monitor so/d!~Ie~ 

Corps. from the military, Kilgore 
said he was ready for the· 
civilian world and did not 
look at this bend in the road 
as the end, "as long as you 
remember to turn." 

Kilgore "is a soldier who 
will always be a soldier, a 
true patriot," l'10ntgomery 
said. 

The luncheon marked 
the end of a career in which 
Kilgore served in a. variety 
of command and staff posi­
tions in both operational 
and acquisition organiza­
tions. During Operation 
Desert Storm, he command­
ed a Task Force of Patriot 
and Hawk fire units in 
Saudi Arabia and Iraq in 
support of XVII Airborne 

(Editor'S note: Free and 
Davis work at the Program 
Executive Office for Air and 
Missile Defense.) 

SONIC IMPACT PCI $59 
SBAWE64 $69 

SB !LlVE VALUE $120 
SB !LI'(E $199 

36X CD ROM $49 
36XCD ROM KIT ~89 

$30 OFF 
FOR CASH 

SYSTEMS 
ONLY!!! 

$58 

64 MB/168p PC100 

• $109 

128 MBI166p PC100 

. $209 

CD Rom K~ includes CD ROM Dfive. 3D 
Full Duplex Sound Card~l20 Watt Stereo 

S![eakers. and "roliers 
t:ncyclopedia Pac~ 

::r=oI~r.r.::~ 

Intel 233 MMX .................. $189 CELERON 300A .............. $219 

MMX ...................... $299 CELERON 333A ., ............ $229 

PII·300 MMX ...................... $346 AMO K6.21266 30 ............ $179 
PII·333 MMX ...................... $349 
PII.350 MMX ...................... $369 AMO K6·2I3QO 30 ............ $189 

PII.400 MMX ...................... $499 AMO .K6·21333 30 ............ $199 
PII 450 MMX.............. AMO K6·21350 30 ............ $249 

Photo by Bob Leverknight 

Top visitor ... 
Maj. Gen. Emmitt Gibson, commander of AM COM and Redstone Arsenal, is 
greeted by Lila Heckman, a worker at Letterkenny Army Depot, Pa., while visit­
ing the depot in October. 

I 

PEOPLE 

MOVING 
IDEAS so 

has teamed up with the infamous 
tJee St. 'JIkd 

and his 

to offer the Redstone Arsenal Employees 
a special treat at Christmas time. 

Call your Business Sales Associate 

.... :; Kathy Scott 
. (256) 509-4353 

She will be glad to discuss 
affordable rate plans that keep 
you in touch the wireless way! 

SUPER RATE PLANS! 
• $25/MO with 100 free min/mo 
• $35/MO with 150 free min/mo 
• $44/MO with 325 free min/mo 

ICan About Our. Special Portable Phone! 
L Offer good thru 12131/98 

1 year service agreement required. Some restrictions apply. 
Must contact your Business Sales Associate. • 



• 

• 
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YOU'VE HAD THE TURKEY. NOW IT'S TIME FOR THE DRESSING. 

A/tell II ~n# $: 
Z veJlvtk~'~ 12% - 53% 0 

93" (lUEEN SLEEP SOFA 
AND LOVES EAT 

$~15 

c?i:~3 1)~ - Z"d~ Af~ 
$"aYe 5{)% 
JUST ARRIVED! 93" QUEEN SIZE SLEEP SOFA AND 68" LOVESEAT GLpt $1390 

Let's see. Day three of holiday guests. Is tripping over their sleeping bags in the living room getting a little old? Lucky for 
you, we discovered "Flair" by Kroehler at the fall furniture market. With its French vanilla jacquard upholstery, two-over-two 
seating, and roll arms, it's hard to believe this elegant sofa moonlights on the night shift as a comfortable queen size sleeper. 
A matching 68" loveseat completes the grand illusion. Plus, the matching chair is also one half off, GLP' $597 ... $298 

$"aYe ~7% 
70" TIFFANY STYLE FLOOR LAMP 

GLpt $239 

That's no misprint, art deco devotees! Handcrafted stained 
glass torchiere with antique bronze-finished base perfectly 
complements today's popular Mission decors. 

$"aYe 58'% 
30" RETRO SWIVEL BAR STOOL 

GLpt $133 

Like your own time machine, a spin on our cool bar stool will 

take you back instantly to the I!ifty '50s. Choose Red Corvette, 
Sandra Dee Yellow, Leather Jacket Black or Aqua Velva. 

2501 University Dr. • Huntsville, AL 

-For Rhodes credit card purcha'ie only: ~~ie("1 to credit approval. $2000 miniMUm purcha'ie required. If purchase advance and any charges due rela!i1g 10 this purcha'ie advance are not paid in filll within 365 days, interest accrues at a \'ariable rate from date of puItha'it (21.4% a~ of IOO6!9ft). $1 minimum finance charge. See store for details. Sale ends 11/30/98. tGuaranteed Low Price 
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ABUSERS 
Continued from paige 10 

are able to quit on their own and stay off 
it; most do better if they get professional 
help from groups such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 

Although the drinker may not harm 
you, it could be unpleasant. Alcoholism 
controls him and if you stop helping, 
there's often backlash. 

Or, you can also find help at the Cen­
ter for Drug and Alcohol Treatment, 
building 3325, Redeye Road; 876-7256. 
Group sessions 

When the drinker is sober and you're 
in a safe situation, have a talk. Tell him 
why you're concerned about the drinking, 
how it affects your life, how you've cov­
ered up and that you"ve decided not to do 
that anymore. 

Everything yciu say should be about 
your part of the situaltion - how you feel 
and what you plan to do. Try to make 
each sentence begin with the word "I." 
Avoid starting sentences with "you." 

Substance abuse group sessions are 
available at Redstone's Center for Drug and 
Alcohol Treatment. Here are three of them: 
• Codependency Group- Tuesdays at 
2:30 p.m. - for adult family members of 
problem drinkers and drug users. Free to 
militarylDoD civilians and families. 
• At Risk Adolescent Group­
Wednesdays at 4 p.m. - for 13-17-year-

. olds at risk for drug/alcohol usage. Free 
to militarylDoD civilians and families. 

Many who drink too much already 
know that they should stop. It just seems 
too hard - too hopeless. Few alcoholics 

• Addiction Recovery Group- Tues­
days at 9 a.m. - free to military/DoD 
civilians and families. 

BAND 
Continued from pagl9 11 

(bass guitarist), John 
McAphee (percussionist), 
and Carney (keyboardist). 

In addition, vocalist 
Kathy Perdue would some­
times join in for special oc­
casions and wedding recep­
tions. She has been singing 
with the trio for the last 
nine years. When she is 
present, the group is known 
as "Trio plus One." 

"The group primarily 
plays for receptions, ban­
quets and special occa­
sions," Carney said. 

In 1995, Carney was 

asked to take over the late 
Avery Richardson's band 
for a "few engagements." 
However, Carney continued 
with the group and eventu­
ally created another "tradi-

'tion of performing excel­
lence" when he renamed 
the "Avery Richardson 
Band" the "Omni-Music 
Band." Omni is a Latin 
word meaning "all." 

Carney continues to di-. 
rect the band, which now 
includes a lead guitarist, 
bass guitarist, a percussion­
ist, a keyboard player, and a 
saxophonist and. two vocal­
ists. At present, Omni­
Music Enterprises includes 
"Trio plus One" and the 

"Omni-Music Band." Car­
ney also performs soia on 
keyboard for receptions and 
open-house celebrations. 

The band plays a variety 
of styles, including jazz, 
rhythm and blues, rock n' 
roll, and ballads. They pro­
vide satisfying music for a 
wide variety of listening 
and dancing audiences. 

''The band has established 
itself as one of the premiere 
entertaining gro~ps in North 
Alabama," Carney said. 

(Editor s note: This arti­
cle was submitted by the 
Publicity Committee, Holi­
day Party Working Group.) 

GREAT SELECTION OF 
HOME STEREOS, BIG SCREEN TV'S 

859-6381 & ELECTRONICS Now Offering 
Telephone service 

by Comm South 3018 N. 
Memorial 
Pkwy. ~llllllilll!' Telepboaetlisconnectecl 

NoCreclit! 
No Deposit! 
No ProIIlem! 

Honoring-heritage ... .. 
Annual Native American celt 

Photos and story by John Allen 

A sizable crowd turned out for 
Celebration held Nov. 18 at th.Re, 

Included were educational dis) 
table laden with Indian food for al 
nual celebration. November is de~ 
itage Month. The celebration was 
Equal Employment Opportunity 01 

CHAMPION DANCER- Lee Lawrence, whose Indian name 
is Wind DancE!r, talks with Betty Abbou during the Native 
American Inter-Tribal Celebration. Lawrence was recently 
voted the chrJlmpion Indian dancer in a competition at 
Priceville. 

FOOD TASTING- These people 
the authentic Indian food-tasting 
been designated Native American 

PUBLIC: SESSIONS DAILY! 
• PRIVATE PARTIES 

• GROUP & FAMILY RATES 
• POLAR PIT CAFE· 
CALL FOR TIMES 
(256) 883-3774 

SCHEDULE YOUR GROUP TODAY! 

1'cIJ 
ICE SKATING & HOCKEY CLASSES 

(256) 883-3774 

BROOMBALL 

NEW SPORT IN TOWN! 

SIMILAR TO HOCKEY 

PLAYED IN TENNIS SHOES! 

GREAT FOR GROUPS! 

3185 LEEMAN FERRY RD. 
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801 FAX (2561883·3685 

NEW Motorola 
Pronto ™ Pager ••••• and 

www.sharpcom.com 

HOLIDAY PAGER 
PACK INCLUDES: 
a new pager and over 
3 months of service 
for only $34.95!* 

851-0090 
N. Parkway at Mastin Lake 
10 am - 7 pm Mon-Fri & Sat 10-3 

533-2484 
3403 Governors Drive 

8 am - 6 pm Mon-Fri 

Umited 
Time 
Offer! 

.::=-S~.::=-
COMMUNICATION 

we feature ® MOTOROLA 
Pagers 

"New activations only. LimHed time offer. $15.00 Activation Fee required at time of purchase. Monthly $9.95 service rate begins 
effective March 1, 1999. Colors subject to 8\Iailabilily. Certain oiller restrictions may apply. The MOTOROLA name, logo. and product 
names are registered trademarks of Motorola. Inc. 

" 

'. 

" 
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'. 
~bTation suits qJurjj 
the Native American Inter-Tribal 
Teailfon Center. 
,lays, Indian dancers, and a long 
to taste. This was the ninth an- .' 

ignated as Native American Her­
coordinated by Kate Love of the 
fice, and others. 

Ire taking advantage of 
exhibit. November has 
Heritage Month. 

• 

• 

• 

ROUNDUP- Nick Black Bear, a Cheyenne Indian from 
Oklahoma, addresses the crowd at the Recreation Center. 

SCHOOLS EXHIBIT-Huntsville City Schools was one of many exhibits at the 
Recreation Center. 

DISPLAY TABLE- The crowds were enthusiastic at the Madison County Schools' 
Indian education display table during the Native American Inter-Tribal Celebrati,.,n. 

WE BRING OUT THE BEST IN YOU 

Alabama A &M University 
Educational Excellent Since 1875 

Office of Information & Public Relations, (256) 851-5654 

'. L-__________________________________________________________________________ ~ 
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Exceeding goal", 

Federal workers show they care through CFC 
By John Allen 

Although 
all agencies 
have not fin­
ished report­
ing, the 
Combined 
Federal 
Campaign 
has surpassed its goal for 
1998. 

As of Friday the Ten­
nessee Valley area cam­
paign collected $1,502,764, 
exceeding its $1,462,000 
goal. AMCOM workers 
contributed $595,968, top­
ping the command's 
$568,000 goal. 

"And the money is still 
coming in," Charles Scott, 
CFC coordinator with Unit­
ed Way of Madison Coun­
ty, said. 

The Tennessee Valley 
campaign encompasses 
federal agencies within a 
seven-county area. Some 
149 charitable agencies are 
eligible for the funds gener­
ated by the CFC. 

"In the last few years, 
AMCOM's goal has 
increased each year," said 
Dr. Herschel Love, chair­
man of the Local Federal 
Coordinating Committee 
for the last two years (and 
co-chairman in 1996). 
"And even thou~~h we have 

met our goal each year, the 
number of contributors has 
gone down." . 

This year's slogan was "Car­
ing is Sharing." AMCOM's 
fund-raising included a 
"Kiss a Pig" contest. 

Contributions to the 
CFC have been tauted as an 
investment in the commu­
nity and country. Dona­
tions translate into benefits 
including meals for hungry 
children, relief for families 
in need of counseling, fur­
ther work on cures for dis­
eases, comfort for the 
dying, access to water in 
the Third World, environ­
mental protection, and bet­
ter lives and renewed hope 
for millions of people 
around the world. 

Contributors were able 
to specify which organiza­
tions would receive their 
donation. The CFC offered 
a list of more than 1,300 
organizations from which 
to choose. 

Love is retiring Dec. 31. 
His replacement for the 1999 

Ha~~, Hour ~~m·1~m We~" T~urs" fri, ONlY! 

Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Latin Soul OldiuJop ~ 

. ; FilixMm Hott~ 
. Everett Young Rolita Silver 

Oldies Night 
Blues & BBtfJecue 

Dance to the oldies un~1? 

Dance Night 
Militly get In Free /D miRqltGwlJtb«l 

Reggae & Pop 
All your favorile has· 

Sunday 
UveJazz 

1220 N. Memorial Pkwy. 
539-8171, ext. 341 

Photo by John Allen 

NEW CHAIRMAN- Bob Wilkerson, left, next year's 
CFC chairman, and Love, this year's chairman, hold 
one ofthe posters used in the 1998 campaign. Love is 
retiring at the end of this year. 

CFC will be Bob Wilkerson, 
of Integrated Materiel Man­
agement Center, who is the 
current CFC co-chairman. 

A CFC awards ceremo­
ny will be held Dec. 9 to 
recognize top agency con­
tributors. 

,~DATAC~ 
Computers & Services 

SPECIALS 
While They Last! 

KS-2 SYSTEM: 
100 MHZ 586 MmERBOARD WITH K6-2 300 

MHZ cpu, 32 MEG PC 100 DIMM, 321 CD­
ROM, FLOPPY, 4.3 GB HARD DRIVE. SOUND 
CARD, SPEAKERS, 56K MODEM, 4 MEG AGP 

VIDEO CARD, MINI TOWER, KEYBOARD, 
MOUSE AND WINDOWS 98. 

$650 
"Better Service 

Because We Carer' 

• Service Contracts • Network Supplies 
• Hardware 
• Software 
• Supplies 
• Installation 
• Service, Repair & Upgrade 
• Networking 

• Web Page Design & 
Maintenance 

• Video Confl~rencing 
Available 

• Government & Corporate 
Accounts Available 

Supporting Our Customers With: 
• 24 Hour Emergency Numbers 

• 17 Years of Computer Experience 
• The Absolute HIGHEST Quality Components 

3801 Triana Blvd. Suite D 
Huntsville;.. AL 35805 

- (256) 8lS0-6720 
robert@datacromputers.m 

N· [iii tl . , 

j ---fl-
i ----...,.--+-----t-:-Jo -
-. Droke Ave. • 

DATAC 
laol T,1ono Bhd. 
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Razorbacks should 
put bite on LSU 
By Skip Vaughn 

My college football predictions went 188-57 over 12 

weeks. Here are Skip's Picks for selected games this 

week: 

• LSU at Arkansas- Arkansas 
Georgia Tech at Georgia- Ga. Tech 

• Mississippi State at Ole Miss- Miss. St. 

• Tennessee at Vanderbilt- Tenn. 

• Miami at Syracuse- Miami 

• Notre Dame at Southern Cal- Notre Dame 

• Michigan at Hawaii- Michigan 

• Virginia at Virgi-nia Tech- Va. Tech 

• Texas A&M at Texas- Texas A&M 

• Colorado at Nebraska- Nebraska 

West Virginia at Pittsburgh- W. Va. 

dl,Uia ~lUOItL-rJlJIU.!, 
J}l[J)., f/J.@. 

Providing medical care for 
your entire family 

Announces the relocation of 
her practice at: 

Madison Med Plex 
44 Hughes Rd., Ste. 2100 

(256) 461-0100 
Appointments and walk-ins welcome. 
Now accepting all insurances except 

Medicare and Medicaid. 

CellPage 
of Alabama, Inc. 

WE'VE MOVED! 
Unlimited 

State-Wide 
Paging Service 

ONLY 

$ 95* 
No 
Contract 
Required 

9009 Suite F, S. Memorial Pkwy. 
(Across From Haysland Square) 

Mon. - Sat, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. & 
Sat., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Call (256) 882-1011 
'Limited TIme Offer. Some Restrictions Apply. 

• 

• 

.' 
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l~e~~~ orts ecreatlon 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

MAKING THE CALL- It's the love of the game and 
spending time with the kids that keeps Hill on the 

.courts during basketball season. 

David E. McGehee 
Former Judge Advocate, U.S. Army 

Attorney at Law 
523 Fountain Row 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

534-0400 
No representation is made that the quality of the legal selVices to be performed is 

greater than the quality of legal selVices performed by other lawyers. 

.. < v < 

Prep referee has been on the court for decade 
Redstone worker calls the. shots in local basketball games 
By Sandy Riebeling 

Some fans love him. some fans 
boo him, but basketball referee Greg 
Hill doesn't let the crowd get in hi, 
way of calling a fair game. 

"We are trained in the rules and 
mechanics of the game to get into the 
best position to make the call," the 10-
year referee veteran said. "Probably 
one of the hardest parts of being a ref­
ereeis knowing that you're not going 
to please everyone with every call." 

By day, Hill works as a develop­
ment specialist in the Civilian Person­
nel Advisory Center at AMCOM; by 
night he dons the black and white 
stripes, grabs his tennis shoes and 
whistle and hits the courts. Hill refer­
ees an average of seven games a week, 

:-,chools across North Alabama. 
'" never leave home without my 

urliform," Hill said. "I might get a call 
In the middle of the day to referee a 
game after work." 

Hill didn't start his career in such 
demand or working at the high school 
varsity level. As with most skills. it 
takes time, education, practice and per­
formance to perfect the craft. Not that 
he's perfect. Hill is quick to point out, 
but he strives with every game and 
every play to make sure the call is fair. 

"I've always loved basketball," 
Hill said. "I played it in high school. I 
help coach my son, Aaron's, church 
team. Being a referee keeps me 
involved in the game. I get to meet a 
lot of people. It also helps me get in 
shape and take off a little weight each 

sometimes two in one night, covering year." 

His love of the game helps moti­
vate him through the hours of study, 
classes and practice he has to do to 
keep his ski:lls sharp. 

"Our association meets once a 
week from September through mid­
February to study the rules and go 
over the mechanics." Hill said. "There 
are a lot of rules and we have to know 
how and when to apply them. The 
mechanics teach where to position 
yourself, the signals to use." 

The association Hill belongs to, 
the North Alabama Basketball Offi­
cials' Association, holds contracts 
with 22 area high schools and middle 
schools to supply officials for their 
games. There are 125 members in the 
association and all are required to 
attend weekly classes to hone their 
skills and keep them up to date on 

See REFEREE on page 21 

GflCO Announces 

[ar Insurance for 
Military Personnel. 
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Barbershop singing strikes chord with AMCOM worker-
Best moment was when 'Paul Bunyan' cried at construction site 
By Sandy Riebeling 

A trip to the barber six years ago 
changed John Gonzalez's life forever. No, 
it wasn't a bad haircut or a perm run 
amuck. It was there, in a little shop in Albu­
querque, N.M., that he met up with the 

Megatones, a barbershop quartet. 
"I had taken my son, Marco, for a haircut 

when these guys came in singing," Gonza­
lez said. "I grabbed the shortest one by the 
arm and asked him if I could do that too." 

All it took was one chord and Gonzalez 
was hooked. It wasn't long before the 
AMCOM employee, a logistics assistance 
representative to the New Mexico Army 
National Guard, was singing in not one but 

two chorus' and a barbershop quartet. 
Within a month, his youngest son, Marco, 
was singing with him. 

"It really worked out great for us as a 
family," Gonzalez said. "All four of my 

boys were big in Scouting when we lived in 
Texas. But when we moved to Albu­
querque, the Scouting just wasn't the same. 
It wasn't about camping out and teaching 
boys how to be young men. It was all about 
fund-raising. The boys lost interest in it 
pretty quick. Singing was something we 
could all do together." 

And so they did. Gonzalez and his sons 
John, Bryan, Justin and Marco spent the 
next two years "busting chords" together. 
Even though three of his sons no longer 

sing with the groups, he and Marco still 
sing with the New Mexichords, a chorus 
with 109 members and Duke City Chorus, 
35 members, as well as his quartet, Sound 
of Gold. 

Gonzalez began singing in. high school 
chorus as a way to cut classes and " ... well, 
you know, because that's where all the chicks 

were." He used the same logic when 
emolling in home economics only to find the 
teacher wouldn't let him associate with the 
girls unless it was absolutely necessary. "But 
I can cook now. So it wasn't a total loss." 

After high school he joined the Army, 
explaining that he limited his singing to the 
church choir because, "I was Combat 
Arms. I did not want to play." 

Gonzalez, 53, performs about twice a 
month with the chorus' and about 40 times a 
year with the quartet, plus quartet competitions 
annually. His favorites songs include Battle 
Hymn of the Republic and Shenandoah. 

Many of the events are paid perfor­

mances but Gonzalez takes special pleasure 
in the pro bono work. 

"We go to schools and other places but I 
especially like going to the senior centers," 
he said. "The seniors remember the old 
songs and enjoy this type of music." 

His singing may not pay the bills but it's 
certainly more than a simple hobby for Gon­
zalez. He practices five hours a week with 
the chorus' plus taking voice lessons and 
over the past summer, attended a barber-

MIGRAINE HEADACHES? 
If you are having an average of 2 to 6 migraine headache attacks per month, you may 
be eligible to participate in a research study of an investigational medicine for relief of 
migraine attacks. The study lasts for six months, and the study medicine is supplied free 
of charge. If you think that you might want to participate in this migraine headache study, 
you may 

call for more details at (256) 533·1510 
Dr. John H. Lary Jr., M.D., 600 St. Clair St. S.W., Suite 128 

Huntsville, AL (256.) 533-151 0 

The University of Alabama in Huntsville 

·PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS/SERIES 
JAVA Master ONUNEFORMAT .. . ......... Begins Jan 18· T8P 9913-01N 

Pro/ENGINEER . . . . .Begins Jan 19' T8P 9907·01N 

BaSic Contract Management ..... Begins Jan 25' MCP 9902·01N 

C Programming ... . ..... Begins Feb l' T8P 9902-01N 

Visual Basic ...... . ...... Begins Feb 8· T8P 9905-01t:J 

Web Publisher.. . ...... Begins Feb8·T8P9911·01N 

Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer Begins Feb 9· T8P 9903-01N 

Web Developer ... . .. Begins Feb 22· T8P 99Q4.01N 

Oracle Developer .................. Begins Feb 23· T8P 990()'01N 

Microsoft Office Specialist. . . Begins Feb 24· T8P 9914-01N 

A+ Certification Review ............. Begins March 1 • T8 053&-02N 

Project Management ... Begins March 23· MCP 9904·01N 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES 
Database Programming with JAVA & JDBC .~v 16·20' M·F· 1·5pm· T8 0533·01N 

Tactical Missile Fundamentals ... Jan 25-29' M·F· 8:30am·4:30pm· T8 628&-OlN 

Intm. to Common Gateway Interface Scripts with Perl .. Nov 30·Dec 4· M·F· 1·5pm· T8 0535·01N 

Advanced HyperText Markup Language (HTML) ....... Nov 30·Dec 4· M·F· 1·5pm· T8 0335·05N 

Power Programming Using Visual Basic .. Nov 30·Dec 11· M·F· 8am·Noon· T8 0411·03N 

Windows Programming w/Microsoft Visual C++ & MFC .Nov 30·Dec 11 • M·F· 8am·Noon· T8 0438·02N 

Oracle Networking .. Jan 11·21 • M·Th· 5:00·8:30pm • T8 0424·02N 

Army Missile Defense Orientation .Dec 14·16' M·W· 9am·5pm' T8 6268·01N 

JAVA RMI: Remote Method Invocation . . .Dec 14·18' M·F ·1·5pm· T8 0534·01N 

Advanced PowerBuilder 5.0 Controls. . ........... Dec 15·17' T·Th· 5:30·9:30pm· T8 044()'01N 

Developing JAVA Beans ONUNE FORMAT ............... Jan 18·Feb 5' Online' T8 0580·01N 

Fund. of Developing Windows CE Applications in C++ .Jan 25-29' M·F· 1·5pm· T8 0570-01N 

'Geometric DimensioniAg'~~:rolerancing ............. Feb 8·12' M·F· 9am·5pm· T8 6297·01N 

6 D~grees of Freedom (DOF) Simulation and 
Missile Guidance Control .......................... Feb 8-March 17· M&W· 9am·5pm· T8 6277·02N 

Helicopter Operations and Development 
Orientation for Technical and Support Personnel.. . .March 1·5' M·F· 8am·5pm· T8 6242·12N 

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 
Handling the Problem Employee ......... Oec 2· W' 9am·4pm· MC 6248·03N 

Grammar for Professionals ....... Dec 10-11 • Th·F· 9am·4pm • MC 6189·05N 

Communication Skills for Managers ..... Jan 27' W' 9am·4pm· MC 6230·04N 

Technical Decision Analysis ... Feb 2·March 16· T· 6·9pm· MC 6299·01N 

How to Supervise People. . .Feb 24· W' 9am·4pm • MC 6229·05N 

PHONE: 890-6015 or 800-239-6015 INTERNET: http://www.uah.edu/coned/ 
Additional programs & in·house courses are available! Call for a Catalog. AnAffiem,!",A,"'nIE,,,! Opportumty ',,!,!u!,," 

BUSTING A CHOR~ The barbershop 
quartet Sound of Gold enjoys making 
music the old fashioned way. Members, 
from left, John McRenolds, tenor; Del 

shop-harmony workshop in St.· Joseph, Mo. 

"It was great," Gonzalez said of Harmo­

ny College. He and Marco attended classes 

and activities together for the weeK-long 

intensive study program in "barbershop­

ping," the art of old-fashioned four-part 

Sound of Gold photo 

Patton, baritone; John Gonzalez, lead; 
and Marco Gonzalez, bass, serenaded 
Helen Thomas, senior White House core­
spondent, last Valentine's Day. 

harmony singing. "There is a special male­
camaraderie among· barbershoppers that 
I've never seen anywhere. We had probably 
500 fellows there and not one argument." 

See CHORD on page 20 
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~ preventing crime ... 

Law enforcement depends on community's eyes 
By John Allen 

Does Redstone have 
.ime? 

The answer is "yes," 
according to Charles "Kip" 
Kiplinger, criminal investi­
gator in the Provost 
Marshal Office. 

"We don't have a lot of 
crime, but we do have 
crime," he said. "Probably, 
the most crime is from 
.fts. But we also have 
quite a bit of assaults, which 
are often domestic-related." 

Kiplinger, a native 
Californian and an after­
hours golfer, is part of a 
four-man team of investiga­
tors. The others include 
Dale Markin, Charles 
Thorpe, and chief Bobby 
Blackwell. 

« Here is a summary of 
Redstone's crime statistics, 
including some from 
"Provost Marshal at a 
Glance," a newsletter that 
Kiplinger publishes at the 

end of each year. 
Assaults on people 

Eight areas are 
addressed, including 
assault- both aggravated 
and simple, rape, sodomy, 
indecent assault, carnal 
knowledge, harassing com­
munications, and child 
neglect. 

During the first nine 
months of 1998, there were 
14 simple assaults. This 
compares with 25 in 1996 
and 24 in 1997. Aggravated 
assaults are up consider­
ably, with eight for the first 
nine months, whereas there 
were only three each for the 
previous two years. Crimes 
in the other categories were 
negligible. 
Property crimes 

This category also 
includes eight areas of 
crime. They include bur­
glary, arson, larceny of 
government property­
both over $50 and under 
$50, larceny of private 

property under $50, dam­
age to property, and unau­
thorized use of a motor 
vehicle (joy-riding). 

The hlghest incidence of 
crime in this category is 
damage to property. In the 
first nine months, there 
have been 48 cases. This 
compares with 104 and 62 
respectively for the previ­
ous two years. 

Only five burglaries 
have been reported, but 
persons bent on larceny 
have been busy. For the 
first nine months of 1998 
there have been 57 reports 
of larceny to government 
property for less than $50, 
and 33 cases of larceny for 
more than $50. For larceny 
to personal property, there 
were 36 reports where the 
cost was more than $50. 
Illegal drugs 

Infractions in this cate­
gory include use of mari­
juana, heroin, cocaine, and 
other dangerous drugs. 

Old Gin Carpet & Rug 
8513 Whitesburg Dr. 

Rugs • Hardwood • Carpet • Vinyl 
Tile • Rug Pads • Intallation 

SPECI.A..L C>FlI:>EFlS VVELCC>IVIE 

256-88 I -486 I 
HOURS: 8 to 5 Monday - Friday & 8 to 4 Saturday 

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

Togi For Totl Ki[kOff 
Friday, Nove ..... ber i!7 

1 i! noon - 5_ p ....... 
Santa Claus 
Magic Show, Clowns 
Excerpts by OanzArts Co. from Nutcracker 
Health Fair by Cosmo Fitness Center 

Performing: 
a ••• I •• to 
(0 ..... 1111 lei for Pltty l.uIIeless) and 

loc •• Artist Christ, Ilcb.rds 

Marijuana has been and 
continues to be the drug of 
choice within the confines 
of Redstone Arsenal. 

In both of the previous 
years, there were nine inves­
tigations each of marijuana 
use. Already, just in the first 
nine months of 1998, the 
incidents stand at 13, with 
one report of heroin use. 
Economic crimes 

This involves false 
claims, false statements, 
and bad checks- usually to 
obtain money or services. 

There have been 10 inci­
dents of bad-check use in 
the first nine months of this 
year, whereas there were 
four in 1996 and 20 in 1997. 
Other acts 

Photo by John Allen 

SHARING NEWS- Kiplinger holds the Provost 
Marshal newsletter that he publishes each year show­
ing Redstone crime statistics. 

Other crimes reported to 
Redstone Arsenal Police for 
action include AWOUdeser­
tion incidents, communicat­
ing threats, illegal weapons 
possessions, trespass, inter­
fering with an officer, and 

suicides. 
AWOLs have shown a 

dramatic rise, from 16 in 
1996 to 36 in 1997; and in 
the first three quarters of 
1998 there have been 31 
AWOLs reported. There 
have been six incidents of 
trespassing so far this 
year- twice the number 

for the two previous 
years. 
Traffic incidents 

Drunk driving tops the 
list in traffic-related inci­
dents. Reported incidents 
are as follows: 17 in 1996; 
18 in 1997; and 21 in the 

See CRIME on page 20 
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CHORD 
Continued from page 18 

According to Gonzalez, 
barbers hoppers don't just 
sing together, they're like 
family- a family of inter­
national heritage number­
ing in the thousands. Bar­
bershoppers have their own 
organization,. the Society 
for the Preservation and 
Encouragement of Barber­
shop Quartet Singing in 
America, with more than 
34,000 members in 809 
chapters in this country and 
Canada. 

"We have all kinds of 
people- mechanics, 
lawyers, janitors, doctors, 
business men." Gonzalez 
adds retired Army warrant 
officers to the eclectic mix 
that comes together to 
spread joy through their 
music. "We love to get 
together. We love to sing." 

The close relationships 
he developed with his fel­
low barbershoppers helped 
see him through some very 
dark days after the death of 
his son, Bryan. 

"After Bryan passed 
away, I didn't sing for a 
year," Gonzalez said. "I lost 
interest in almost every­
thing. But they didn't give 
up on me. They sent cards 

and came to visit. They did­
n't push me to come back, 
either. Finally, one day my 
wife said that it was time to 
go back. She was right." 

Gonzalez is back full 
speed and even organizes a 
special fund-raiser, the 
Valentine's Day Sing Out, 
which is much like singing 
telegrams. 

"The best one I ever 
did- we went to this con­
struction site," Gonzalez 
said. "The wife of one of 
the construction workers 
sent us to sing. So the fore­
man sort of signals for a 
bunch of the workers to 
come in and then calls in 
the guy we were supposed 
to sing to. He was this 6-
foot-3 bearded, Paul Bun­
yan type. We started singing 
'Let Me Call You Sweet­
heart' and before long we 
had this big Magoo crying. 
It was great. 

"That's my favorite 
part- when you can make 
the people you're singing to 
feel the moment - the 
intensity. That makes me 
feel great, to know that 
we've touched someone." 

Gonzalez is looking for­
ward to his next big perfor­
mance where he will sing at 
the governor's Christmas 
party to benefit a homeless 
shelter. 
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CRIME 
Continued from page 19 

first three months of 1998. 
Crime prevention info 

Kiplinger says the Investigations 
Section of the Provost Marshal Office 
maintains Crime Stop, an anonymous 
reporting telephone answering system. 
"This allows for persons who want to 
report crimes and gives them the 
option of becoming actively involved 
or not," he said. 

THAAD 
Continued from page 8 

In addition to soldier feedback on 
the UOES system, early launcher 
design verification testing has been 
conducted to gain confidence in the 
preliminary design. The first mechan­
ical system was put through a rigorous 
300-mile mobility test at the Oshkosh 
Truck Corporation facility. Railroad 
ties were added to the course in orde:r 
to remove any concerns about the Pal­
letized Loading System truck's ability 
to mitigate shock loads to the missile 
rounds. The instrumented truck 
demonstrated its suspension was more 
than up to the task. 

The launcher team continues to 

Crime Stop can be used to report any 
suspicious activities or criminal activity 
that is not presenting an immediate 
threat to life and property. Telephone 
876-2222. 

For anyone who observes a situation 
where there is an immediate threat to life 
or property, they should phone 911. 

Persons who want to report a crime, 
but remain anonymous, may phone 842-
2458 and leave a detailed message. 

You can also report a crime via the 
Internet. If you are on the CIC system, 

support the flight test program, soldier 
training, and ongoing trade studies to 
improve the design to meet Army 
requirements for the production sys­
tem. Several cost reduction initiative 
studies have been completed, results 
of which will be implemented to save 
around $180 mi11ion in total life cycle 
costs. One initiative redesigned high 
cost electronics to be integral to the 
launcher and not the missile round pal­
let. Over 72 of these reload pallets are 
planned for storage in ammunition 
bunkers- the redesign to eliminate 
the pallet electronics has large savings 
in acquisition costs as well as mainte­
nance and support expense. Before 
finalizing the launcher design, 
THAAD plans to take lessons learned 
from the Patriot Advanced Capability-
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just send the message to CRIMEST<JP. 
You may e-mail your information 
about a crime to crimestop@ 
redstone. army. mil. 

"The Redstone police cannot be 
everywhere at all times," Kiplinger 
said. "We need the eyes and ears of the 
citizens of the community to help u:'­
They are the ones who know when 
something is out of the ordinary. We 
depend on them to report anything that 
does not appear to fit into the daily 
scheme of things." 

3 (PAC-3) launcher and determine 
what components can be made com­
mon with the THAAD launc~r. 

Another future possibility is the inte­
gration and firing of other types of 
missiles from this launcher. 

In an age of cost overruns and 
schedule slips, the launcher has pre­
vailed as a success story. The Launch­
er Product Office has leveraged the 
cooperative attitude of the local Lock­
heed Martin- Huntsville contractor to 
foster a real team environment. 
Together the team has worked througlt' 
inevitable developmental issues to 
find solutions quickly and economi­
cally. The payoff has been cost and 
schedule performance at 99 percent 
efficiency. (SMDC release) 
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JJEFEREE 
Continued from page 17 

rules. The less experienced members are 
given additional training opportunities with 
more seasoned referees to help them gain 
confidence and study the mechanics. 
# "We also get together and talk about 
interesting or unusual situations that we've 
encountered over the week. We learn from 
each other. And we all try to help the 
younger officials," Hill said. 

The association takes the job of officiat­
ing very serious. Meml?ers are ranked at the 
level of play they can call, beginning with 
recreation basketball which includes chil­
dren and adult leagues and church leagues. 
A~the official gains experience, he moves 

Redstone Rocket 

up the ranks to middle school, then fresh­
man, junior varsity and finally varsity level 
play. 

"A lot of times the association will pair 
an older and a younger referee in a game, to 
help the younger ones as they're working," 
Hill said, adding that he calls games' at all 
the levels. 

"You have to go in open-minded, ready 
to react to the situation and keep the game 
under control." 

Some of the funnier moments in his job, 
Hill refers to as the blooper moments. Hill 
started a game off last week with a blooper 
moment when he made the opening toss 
and one of the players knocked him down 
going after the ball. 

"Everyone had a good laugh and we just 
smile and go on," Hill said. 

Some of the most enjoyable moments on 
the court, according to Hill, are- when the 
teams are just playing good basketball. 

"I remember a, girls' game two years 
ago," Hill said. "It was a tight game. The 
players played, the coaches coached the 
fans cheered and they let us call' the game. 
It was great." 

Tougher moments include ejecting play­
ers and even coaches from the game. 

"It doesn't happen that often," Hill said, 
"but sometime you just have to. Fighting is 
an automatic ejection. Two technical fouls 
on a player or coach, or three indirect fouls 
on a coach will get you kicked out." 

Under the heading of most frustrat­
ing ... "It's knowing you made the right call 
but no one else sees it," said Hill. "We have 
the best position to see the action and we are 

Page 21 

trained to know where to be. But, we know 
not everybody is going to agree with us." 

Probably the most rewarding for Hill is 

watching the kids doing their best and 

excelling. 

"It's not necessarily about getting a col­

lege scholarship, although I've seen several 

players go to big-name schools," Hill said. 

"It's about kids getting out there and giving 

it everything. And that really applies to all 

extracurricular activities, not just sports. It's 

about kids having a good time. 

"We take pride in being professional in 

what we do. We like to relax, have fun and 

enjoy it but we are always professio~al. To 

borrow the Army phrase: we try to be the 

best we can be." 
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BOSNIA 
Continued from page 1 

working on three unmanned ground vehicle 
~. 

programs. One is the Vehicle Teit'operatioll 
(VT). "That is somewhat of a tl,ikl\v·un pro­
gram to the Panther program where we are 
applying the standard robotic system whIch is 
the robotic kit that is on the Panther systems 
in Bosnia and we're applying it to a series of 
bulldozers," Curcio said. "And this is for the 
Army Engineer School at Fort Leonard Wood 
(Mo.); and they will use this VT system for 
mine-clearing and obstacle reduction. And 
that program is in the engineering manufac­
turing and development phase." 

A second program is called the Robotic 
Combat Support System, a follow-on to the 
Mini-Aail. "In this program we will make 
improvem.ents to the Mini-Aail system and 
add additional attachments such as forklift, 
front-end loader, etc. And this will a1s~ 
besides providing for mine-clearing like the 
Mini-FJail - provide for obstacle reduction, 
and materiel handling," Curcio said. "And that 
program is in the concept exploration phase." 

The third program is called Tactical 
Unmanned Vehicle, also known as SARGE 
(Surveillance and Reconnaissance Ground 
Equipment). This is a reconnaissance, sur­
veillance and target acquisition program for 
the Army Infantry School at Fort Benning, 
Ga., and the Marine Corps. Now in the pro­
gram definition and risk reduction phase, it 
will fulfill a scout mission for the users. 

"Current technology allows us to pro­
duce systems that we classify as teleopera­
tion. And teleoperation means that the man 
remains in the loop but he conducts his mis­
sion from a remote location," Curcio said. 
"Our goal as technology advances is to pro­
vide a level of autonomy which will allow 
the vehicle to make some of the decisions 
on its own. And just how autonomous is yet 
to be defined, because there's a certain 
point where you wouldn't want to allow the 
vehicle to do things- especially if you 

have a weapon on the platform, you would 
never want to give up control of that." 

Unmanned ground vehicles enable the 
soldier or Marine to perform missions 
through remote operatitill. The t·,\ () types uf 
remote operation include nell'.) ti',,:qucncy 
one radio giving a signal [() (' I "din on.the 
vehicle causing it to do what you want it to 

do - and fiber optic cable which mean~ 
sending a signal through a cable attached to 

the vehicle. 
An obvious benefit is keeping the soldier 

or Marine out of harm's way during haz­
ardous missions. 

"There are a couple of rea~ons why 
we're trying to go more to robotics. One 
reason is to provide more safety for the sol­
dier and Marine basically on hazardous 
missions. And the other is as a force multi­
plier. And what I mean by that is the vehi­
cle may be able to do more than what one 
individual may have had to do before; or 

. one individual may be able to control sever­
al vehicles, which obviously multiplies 
capabilities," Curcio said. 

The 30-member project office- under 
the deputy for systems acquisition at Avia­
tion and Missile Command - includes four 
servicemembers and 26 civilians. They 
deal with two contractors: Omnitech Robot­
ics Inc., of Denver, Colo., which works on 
the VT program; and Uwohali of 
Huntsville, which provides local support. 

About $15 million a year is spent alto­
gether on the three development programs. 

In 1982 the military began showing interest 
in unmanned ground vehicles. The Army and 
Marine Corps joined together to work on these 
systems in 1990, when this project office was 
established. Since then the Air Force and 
Navy have initiated efforts in unmanned sys­
tems. And now all four services are working 
together under the Office of Secretary of 
Defense-sponsored, joint robotics program. 

"Certainly the desire in the future is to 
move toward this more autonomous mode of 
operation and other missions that are envi-
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IN TRANSIT-Soldiers in Bosnia receive a Mini-Flail system for use in clearing anti-
personnel mines. .. 

File photo 

PANTHER- The Panther, for clearing anti-tank mines, is attached to an M-60 tank 
chassis. Soldiers in Bosnia have asked that this system be updated for use with the 
current M-1 tank. 

sioned besides mine-clearing and RSTA 
(reconnaissance, surveillance and target 
acquisition) are things such as resupply, 
chemical and biological detection, weapons 
platforms, casualty evacuation," Curcio said. 

Besides Curcio, project manager since 
July 1997, other key members of his office 
include: Gaylon Branam, deputy project 

manager; Army Maj. Dan Folk, VT product 
manager; Marine CWO 3 Bob Hanovich, 
the Tactical Unmanned Vehicle product 
manager; Steve Thibadoux, chief engineer; 
Cliff Hudson, chief of program manage­
ment; Stephanie Daffin, chief of logistics; 
and Mike Whittier, chief of product assur. 
ance and testing. 
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~ Announcements 

"Sports survey 
For many years Civilian Welfare Fund Council has offered 
off-duty sports leagues for the Redstone civilian work 
force. For the past two years, CWFC has had no money to 
support these programs. We now have the opportunity to 
offer these programs again. Please visit the CWFC web site 
at http://intranet.redstone.army.millcwfc to view the pro­
grams being offered, and take part in the survey. If you do 
not have access to a computer, please see your organiza-

.ion's CWFC representative or call Valerie Carey 955-6739 
for a survey form. 

UAH hockey 
The Civilian Welfare Fund Council has UAR hockey game 
tickets for 7:30 p.m. Dec. 11 and 1:30 p.m. Dec. 12 at the Von 
Braun Center. Cost is $4 per ticket. Call Carol Lang 313-4028. 

" . Alcoholics anonymous 
A new group for Alcoholics Anonymous meets Thursdays 
at 11 a.m. in Sparkman Center building 5304, room 4309. 
For more information, call the AA central office 885-
0323.... The Redstone Arsenal Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets each Wednesday at noon and Friday at 
5: 15 p.m. in room 11 of the Bicentennial Chapel. 

Blood program 
Here's the Red Cross blood schedule for this month: Nov. 
25, from 7-noon, building 7613, conference room 106, 

.. Cathy Brown 313-6885; from 8-noon, building 6260, 
Kathey Brooks 876-0351; from 7-noon, building 5681, 
Susan Zimmerly 313-4165; and from 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. at 

building 3411, 832nd Ordnance Battalion, B Company, 1st 
Sgt. Berger 842-0608 or Capt. Curtis 842-0601. 

Optometry clinic 
The Optometry Clinic at Fox Army Health Center has been 
downsized. With the loss of the resident doctor, the num­
ber of available appointments has decreased by 300 per 
month. In the foreseeable future, the clinic will no longer 
be able to provide contact lens fits or prescriptions to any 
category but permanent party active duty. All categQries­
active duty, Tricare Prime, Occupational Medicine-job 
related, non-Prime family members of active duty, nOI1-
Prime retirees, non-Prime family members of retirees -
will be seen for routine, disease and trauma related exami­
nations; however, non-Tricare Prime patients are seen on a 
space available basis. Non-Tricare Prime patients could 
have their appointment canceled if it is required by a Tri­
care Prime patient to meet access standards. For more 
information, call Sgt. Schuller 955-6056/6054. 

Fox Center 
Fox Army Health Center will be on holiday hours Thursday 
and Friday for Thanksgiving. Triage/advice nurses will be 
available 24 hours a day at 955-8888 to schedule urgent 
appointments. All other clinics and pharmacy will be closed. 

AER scholarshIps 
The Maj. Gen. James Ursano Scholarship Fund, adminis­
tered by Army Emergency 
Relief, is a secondary mis­
sion to help Army families 
with the costs of undergrad­
uate level education, post-

See ANNOUNCEMENTS 
on page 24 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

Congratulations ... 
GRADUATES- The Ordnance Missile and Muni­
tions Center and School graduated 23 soldiers and 
Marines in the Technical Escort School class 1-99 
Nov. 5. PFC Karla Rombaldi accepts congratula­
tions after receiving a diploma and certificate in the 
transport and handling of chemical and biological 
shipments. 

1998 CAMRYS _\IN. 
SIGN & DRIVE 

SEVERAL TO CHOOSE FRO'M 
V6 or 4 Cyl., Auto, Air, 

AM/FM Cassette, Low Miles, 
Factory Warranty 

1-800-593-3226 
Hwy 431 • Boaz 

All Colors Available 

Gadsden call ... 546-3363 
Boazl AL call ... 593-42S3 

* Clean - Dependable Vehicles * Over 20 Years Experience In This Area * Our Customers Come First: Period * On-the-spot Financing Available * Warranty Available On Most Vehicles 
1989 OLD CALAIS 

4 Door, Auto, Air, 
Local Trade In 

THE PERFECT 1ST CAR & ONLY 

$1995 

880-7879 830-5100 
11523 S. Memorial Parkway 

Huntsville 
7765 Hwy. 72 w. 

Madison 
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secondary voeational training, and prepara­
tion for accepltance by service academies for 
their dependent children. Scholarship appli­
cations are available at Army Community 
Service, building 3491, or may be printed 
from AER Headquarters' web site 
www.aerhq.orgthroughMarch 1, 1999. The 
completed application with supporting doc­
uments must be mailed to AER Hq and post­
marked by March 1, 1999. Applicants must 
be unmarried dependent children, stepchil­
dren· or legally adopted children of soldiers 
on active duty, retired, or deceased while on 
active duty or after retirement. They must 
be U.S. citizens or permanent U.S. residents 
under age 22 on June 1 preceding the acad­
emic year for which the scholarship is 
requested. All eligible persons are encour­
aged to apply. For more information caII 
Juanita Adams, AER officer, 876-5468. 

Special Forces 
If you are looking for the challenge of a 
lifetime and can accomplish the mission 
when others can't or won't, then Special 
Forces is for you. Professional enlisted and 
officer volunteers can train as a member of 
an A-Team. Soldiers in pay grades E-4 
through E-7 with a GT score of 100 or high­
er, or commissioned officers in year group 
1993-96 can apply for Special Forces train-

Sunfires 
Firebirds 

GrandAms 
Grand Prixs 
Bonnevilles 
Montanas 

W'e are NOT 
affiliated with any 

Huntsville 
Dealership! 
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~ Announcements 
ing. For more information, call (706) 545-
3079 or DSN 835-3079. 

Commissary hours 
The Commissary wiII have the foIlowing 
holiday operating hours through Dec. 31: 
closed Nov. 26-27; 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Nov. 28; 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Nov. 29; closed Nov. 30; 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 1-4; 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 
5; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 6; closed Dec. 7; 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 8·11; 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Dec. 12; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 13; closed 
Dec. 14; 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 15-18; 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Dec. 19; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 20; 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Dec. 21-23; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 24; closed Dec. 25-26; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Dec. 27; closed Dec. 28; and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Dec. 29-31. 

Blacks in government 

Daniel, Anthony Gibson, Carol Toney, 
Arlene Erskine and Lois Caudle. 

Artillery members 

November 25, 1998 

call Shapiro 876-6143 to ensure that you are 
extended an invitation. 

Holiday party 
Tickets are now on sale for the Team Red- _ 
stone Holiday Party. "Our Party" will be 
held Dec. 11 at the Redstone Arsenal Club. 
Reserve a table, or tables, for you and your 
friends, have a great dinner, and dance to 
the music of a band. Tickets are $21 per 
person. For tickets and reservations call 
Olene McGowen 842-9038, Mae Hargrove 
842-9588 or Gaila Kelso 876-9857. 

Newcomers tour • 

The Huntsville-Madison County Chapter of 
Blacks in Government will hold its fifth 
annual Training Conference, "Maximizing 
Performance Through ExceIIence in Train­
ing" on Dec. 3 at the Marriott Hotel. Regis­
tration fee is $125. For more information, 
call 551-7230. The chapter announced the 
following winners of "free registrations" for 
its fourth annual Conference on the African­
American Family. Registrations are valued 
at $100. The winners include Beryl Cutts, 
James Turnage, Patricia Hopkins, Irvin 

Attention all members of the Redstone 
Arsenal Field Artillery community (to 
include contractors): The Northern Alaba­
ma Field Artillery Association is now 
accepting nominations for the Ancient 
Order of Saint Barbara, Honorable Order of 
Saint Barbara, and Artillery Order of Molly 
Pitcher. All nominations must be submitted 
to Capt. Jeff Shapiro (shapiro-jm@msl.red­
stone.army.mil) via email by Dec. 7. The 
tentative date for award is Jan. 23 at the St. 
Barbara's Day Ball. Nominations do not 
have a specific format, but must contain 
sufficient details about the candidate to 
enable the Award Authority to make an 
informed decision. For ease of reading, 
please li!se the informal or formal memoran­
dum. The invitations for this event will be 
mailed out at a later date. If you are new to 
the area, and are a member of the Military 
Society of Saint Barbara, or an Artilleryman 
in the rank of sergeant first class or higher, 

The Army Community Service (ACS) 
Newcomers' Orientation will be held Dec 1, 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon, at building 3447. 
The orientation features speakers, informa­
tion booths, and a bus tour of Redstone 
Arsenal. Free child care is provided at the 
Child Development Center, building 3145. 
Child's shot records and registration are 
required to use the services. Attendance is 
mandatory for military personnel perma­
nently assigned to Redstone. Spouses are .. 

, 
Sonomas 

Full-Size Trucks 
Yukons 

Suburbans 
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$17"5 
, * Price includes Equipped Not Stripped 

Cutlass 
Intrigue 
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Tue. & Thur.: 7AM·7PM 
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Sienna Vans 
All New Solara 
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(Exclusive Dealer 
Fayetteville, Hsv. area) 

, Safari Vans 
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Ext. Cab Trucks 
Suburbans 

OPEN 
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Mon. - Sat. 
Our Service & Parts 
Dept. Is Open Sat. 

For Our Customer's 

.. 
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~ Classi ieds ,.. 
encouraged to attend. For more informa­
tion call Mary Breeden, relocation assis­
tance program manager, 876-5397. 

I Circus performance 

• 

• 

Ringling Brothers, Barnum and Bailey circus 
is coming and CWFC has tickets for the Dec. 
6 performance at 1:30 p.m. Cost is $13.50-
box seats only. Price is same for children and 
the young at heart. Call Mary Ann, of the 
Civilian Welfare Fund Council, 313-1698. 

Town Hall meet 
41 "Accomplishing change, while accomplish­

ing mission" will be the theme of the 
AMCOM Quarterly Town Hall Meeting­
featuring Maj. Gen. Emmitt Gibson, 
AMCOM commander - at 9 a.m. Dec. 8 in 
the Sparkman Auditorium. The meeting will 
be broadcast on Team Redstone television 
channel 42. Agenda items will published 
soon. Ten seats for the hearing impaired will 
reserved in Section 7 of the Auditorium. 

PX holiday hours 
All Post Exchange facilities will be closed 
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26 with the fol­
lowing exception: One Stop on Goss Road 
will be open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The fol­
lowing day, Nov. 27, the Main Exchange 
will be open from 6 a.m. to midnight. 
"Watch for flyers on our great holiday sale," 
a PX release said. 

NCO graduation 
The NCO Academy will conduct a graduation 
ceremony at 9 a.m. Dec. 2 in building 3329 for 
the Basic Noncommissioned Course. The public 
is invited. For more information, call 955-7954. 

• 

Choir director job 
Bicentennial Chapel is recruiting for a 
chapel choir director. This is a contract 
position requiring a bachelor's degree in 
music and two years experience directing a 
Protestant or Ecumenical church choir. 
Duties include choir director services for 
Protestant worship services and Ecumenical 
services, which includes working with mem­
bers of diverse Protestant or Ecumenical 
backgrounds, choosing music, leading con­
gregational singing and responses at worship 
services, coordination of musical selections 
with chaplains and a working knowledge of 
the Protestant liturgical church year calendar 
is required. Interested parties should send 
resumes to: Human Resources, P.O. Box 
1219, Madison, Ala., 35758. 

Resource managers 
The American Society of Military Comptrol­
lers (ASMC) will hold its Christmas social 
from 5-9 p.m. Dec. 7 at the Rustic Lodge. 
There will be food, a DJ and door prizes. 
The Redstone community is invited. Cost is 
$3 per person. All proceeds will go to bene­
fit ASMC member Teresa Ivey. For more 
information, call Tammy Moore 876-3033 or 
Dennis Summers 876-8351.... ASMC will 
have its holiday luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Dec. 
10 at Trinity Personal Growth Center on Air­
port Road. Scheduled speaker is Barbara 
Bonessa, Department of Army's ASA Finan­
cial Management Office. Cost is $9 for 
members, $10 for non-members. For reser­
vations call Janet Sierma 955-3890. 

Weather closures 
Northern Alabama is approaching the time 

Only $17,995* 
• 

Miles only 11K to 12K 
*Plus tax, title and fees 

of year when inclement weather may cause 
a closure or delay in the opening of Red­
stone Arsenal. The following television and 
radio stations will be 90ntacted and asked to 
make announcements if such an event 
occurs: Arab-WRAB, 1380 AM; 
Athens- WZYF, 104.3. PM; Decatur­
WDRM, 102 PM; Guntersville- WGSV, 
1270 AM: Huntsville- WAHR, 99.1 PM; 
WDRM, 102 FM; WJAB, 90.9 FM; 
WLRH, 89.3 FM; WNDA, 95.1 FM; 
WRSA, 97 FM; WTKI, 1450 AM; WHNT­
TV (Channe1l9); WAAY-TV (Channel 31); 
WAFF-TV (Channel 48); Scottsboro­
WWIC, 1050 AM and Fayetteville, Tenn.­
WEKR, 1240 AM. Remember, if you do 
not hear an announcement, assume the 
installation is open and report to work. 

Investors club 
The Investors Coffee Club will meet 9: 15-
10: 15 a.m. Dec. 2 at the Bailey Cove Branch 
Public Library auditorium. The club is facil­
itated by Montie Gonterman, investment 
representative of Edward Jones. Novice, 
moderate, and seasoned investors are invit-
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ed. Complimentary coffee and doughnuts 
will be served. For more information or to 
make a reservation, call 880-3040. 

PX sale day 
The Main Exchange will be open Friday 
from 6 a.m. to midnight fora "Day After 
Thanksgiving Sale." Activities include 
clown/face painting and balloon twisting, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.; free rides- space bounce, 
train ride, airplane ride, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 
visit with Fred Phred the Magician, 1-3 p.m. 
Register to win one of the following: Hall­
mark Barbie Ornament, Happy Holidays 
Barbie Doll, and $50 gift certificate. 

OMMCS party 
The Ordnance Missile and Munitions Center 
and School will hold its Christmas holiday 
party at 6 p.m. Dec. 10 at the Marriott Hotel, . 
adjacent to the Space & Rocket Center. The 
party includes a buffet dinner, door prizes, 
and DJ entertainment. Cost is $15 per per­
son. A photographer will be available for $5 

See ANNOUNCEMENTS on page 26 

D\bW&UWO@ 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Continued from page 25 

-$12. Dress is semiformal 
(coat & tie, uniforms are 
optional). For ticket informa­
tion, call SSgt. Parker 876-
8036, or see any OMMCS 
department representative. 

Thrift savings 
The Thrift Savings Plan 
(TSP) open season began 
Nov. 15 and ends Jan. 31. 
During open season, 
employees can begin to con­
tribute, increase/decrease 
the amount of employee 
contributions, and/or change 
their future fund allocations. 
Election forms and pam­
phlets have been distributed 
to the primary organization­
al elements and are avail­
able through the employee's 
administrative offlce. An 
employee wishing to make a 
change should send their 
TSP-l Form directly to: 
South Central-Civilian Per­
sonnel Operations Center, 
Attn: SFCP-SC-S, Spark­
man Complex, building 
5304, Redstone Arsenal 
35898-6222. All mailed 
forms must be postmarked 
by Feb.l. Forms may be 
handcarried to the SC­
CPOC mailroom, building 
5304, room 4266. Ques­
tions concerning TSP 
should be directed to the 
employee's servic;ing per­
sonnel list in the Civilian 
Personnel Advisory Center. 
Visit the Thrift Savings 
website at www.ts,p.gov for 
additional TSP information. 

Retiree speakers 
Did you know that every 
month, AMCOM receives 
dozens of requests for guest 
speakers from schools, clubs 
and other groups? There is a 
strong demand fm AMCOM 
speakers in the local area. 
Unfortunately, the Speakers 
Bureau Program is often 
unable to accommodate all 
requests that are received. 
There are not enough speak­
ers available to fill all of 
them! Therefow, we are 
recruiting help from retirees 
who would like to join our 
team and talk about their 
hobbies, activities or inter­
ests. For more information 
call Margaret Banish-Don­
aldson, Public Affairs 
Office, 842-0558. 

Food drives 
Because of limited storage 
facilities, Army Community 
Service isn't collecting food 
donations for local families. 
But ACS does have a list of 
organizations that are 
accepting items. Call Mary 
Breeden 876-5397. 

Talent/fashion show 
Better Opportunity for Sin­
gle Soldiers (BOSS) will 
present a "TalentlFashion 
Extravaganza" a.t 6 p.m. 
Dec. 5 at the Recreation 
Center, building 3711. 
Tickets, which cost $5, are 
available at the center's box 

office. For more informa­
tion, call Spec. Saffiatu 
Mansaray 876-0936. 

Plastic modelers 
Huntsville Plastic Modelers 
Society will meet 7 p.m. 
Dec. 2 at the Recreation 
Center. For more informa­
tion, call 851-6842. 

Youth basketball 
A few spaces are still avail-
able in the Youth Services 
basketball registration. All 
active military, retired mili­
tary, DoD, DA, and contrac­
tor family members ages 4-
18 are encouraged to p-artic­
ipate. Practice will begin in 
December and league play 
begins in January. Anyone 
interested may sign up at the 
Youth Center, building 3148 
from 1-8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. For more 
information, call 876-2255. 

Retired officers 
The Retired Officers Asso­
ciation annual Christmas 
Party will be held at 6 p.m. 
Dec. 2 at the Redstone 
Arsenal Club. The program 
will consist of entertain­
ment provided by the 
Philippine-American Asso­
ciation of Alabama. Reser­
vations for this event must 
be made by Saturday. For 
reservations or more infor­

. mation, call retired CWO 4 
Ancieto Bagley 852-7973. 

Processing workshop 
A workshop on Data Com­
pression Processing Tech­
niques for Missile Guidance 
Data Links wil be held Dec. 
2-3 at the Sparkman Audito­
rium. For more information, 
call 890-6343 (ext. 279). 

Housing office 
The Housing Office will be. 
closed Friday in observance of 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
The office will open for busic 
ness as usual at 7 a.m. Nov. 30. 

Helping Honduras 
For the last four years, St. 
Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Huntsville has sponsored 
a Medical Mission to a little 
village in Honduras. Now, 
in response to Hurricane 
Mitch, the church would 
like to collect food and sup­
plies to send down to Hon­
duras. The Dole Fruit Com­
pany has offered to let 
groups send down contain­
ers full of such materials for 
free, if they can get it to 
Pass Christian, Miss., by 
Dec. 5. "City Lumber has 
offered to truck what we 
can gather to the Coast," the 
church said in a prepared 
release. "Please help us fill 
the truck witli needed sup­
plies for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, who are 
right now in great need." 
For more information, call 
the church 880-0247/0248 
or Cindy Atkins 880-2296. 

Apprentice program 
Applications are available 

Redstone Rocket 

for the 1999 Science and 
Engineering Apprentice 
Program and College 
Apprentice Prgoram. The 
distribution point of contact 
for applications is the senior 
counselor at all public, pri­
vate and parochial high 
schools. Possible career 
placement areas at the Avia­
tion and Missile Command 
include physics, chemistry, 
computer science, engineer­
ing and mathematics. The 
Science and ,Engineering 
Apprentice Program (SEAP) 
is for students who have 
demonstrated aptitude inter­
est in science and engineer­
ing courses and careers. Eli­
gible students must be U.S. 
citizens who are at least 15 
by the start of the program, 
June 15. The College 
Apprentice Program (CAP) 
is for undergraduate students 
who have completed the 
SEAP and are enrolled in a 
scientific or technical major. 
Other criteria are stated on 
the applications. Junior and 
senior scientists and engi­
neers serve as mentors who 
guide students through an 
interactive research project.. 
Applications are also avail­
able from the management 
employee relations and train­
ing branch, building 5303, 
Betty Duke 313-4790 or Jer­
rei McCollum 842-8850. 

Federal law makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, limita­
tion or discrimination in housing 
based on race, color, religion or 
national origin. The Redstone 
Rocket will not knowingly accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law, and readers and adver­
tisers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this 
paper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. 
According to the Inspector Gener­
al, the use of office phone num­
bers in classified advertising is 
contrary to regulation. Please sub­
mit home phone numbers only. 

'97 MUSTANG Cobra. 12,500 
mi., rediblac:k leather w/all 
options. Mods include super­
charger, suspension, gears, 
exhaust, etc. $23,500. 883-6898. 

'95 PONTIAC Bonneville SE. 
4 dr., PW, PL, tilt, cruise, 
AMlFM Cass., power leather 
seats, alum. wheels, 71 K mi. 
$8,850. (256) 230-0971. 

'94 MAZDA B2300 PiCk-Up. 
With matching camper shell, 5 
spd., AC, 61 K mi., immaculate. 
$7,2000BO. 883-6894. 

'93 CADILLAC Sedan Deville. 
4 dr., PW, PL, tilt, cruise, 
AM/FM Cass., leather, road 
wheels, 1 owner, 135K mi. 
$7,500. 337-5932. 

'93 CHEVY G20 Customized 
Van. Fully loaded with TV and 
VCR. Great condo 98K mi. 
$7,800. 859-9635. 

VViII Fin.an.ce 
$100 Off With This Ad 

IIII ::I:.C»C»:IE IIII 
Whether you need counter tops for a new or remodeled kitchen 

"9VE:'V Eii c;;.O-r ::E-r! 
Over 200 colors & seven differep.t profiles to choose from. 

Colors From: 
FORMICA ® WILSONART ® NEVAMAR ® 

Solid Surface By: CERATA@ 
• Professional Fabrication &: Installation Available • 

Commercial &: 
Resideutial 

Licensed &: 
Insured 

CDM Co,.nterTops 
828-58::'7 

1999 Sport LS 
Only $339!Month:· 

No 1st ~onth paT~~ycM~~;~Nothing Only At ... 

- MI'rSUBISHI lit 
725 Beltline Rd_ S_V\,_ 

Decatur 353-3121 Huntsville 533-1189 
"48 mo. teue. 12KfyNr. Zeit) due al"signlng Pluaapplicable UII8 tax WAC .. 42 mo.IE<89E1. 12K1year. Zero due alsigning 

pluaapplcableuaetax W.A..C 

Because Sometimes The Road Of Life 
Doesn't Come With Four Lanes & A Median 

1999 Forester , 
Only $299lMonth: 

1999 Outback 
FinancinQ Available as low as 

1.9 Yo On Outback 
·42 mo. laue. 12Ktyear. 1st mo pavmentrelundable Security dePOSit due als.gnilg plus applicable use lax W AC 

Come Experience The Beauty Of All Wheel Drive For Yourself! 

_Tony Moorellt 
. SUBARU 

725 Beltline Rd_ S_ W_ 
Decatur 353-3121 HuntSVille 533-1189 

'93 HONDA Civic OX. 4 dr., 5 
spd., white. $6,000 OBO. 
(256) 586-4896. 
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'82 AMC Eagle. Station 
wagon, AWD, auto, AC, PS, 
PB, $1,400. 883-6115. 

'80 DODGE Omni. Runs and 
looks good. $600 OBO. For 

.. 
'93 MAZDA 626. 2.5L, green, 
fully loaded, 46K mi., 5 spd., 
leather int., CD player. $9,500. 
722-0732. 

details,876-8281. ' .. 

'92 INFINITY Q45. Immaculate, 
84K mi., ext. warranty, 10 disc 
CD, all power, traction, custom 
int. $13,495. (256) 461-9667. 

'91 NISSAN 240 SX SE. PW, 
PL, sunroof, CD, alloy wheels, 
new tires, 1 owner. $5,250. 
837-6774. 

'90 DODGE Spirit. V6, auto, 
AC, 4 dr. $2,250. 882-7835. 

'89 CHEVY Camaro RS. Con­
vertible, 79K, new brakes and 
tires, exc. condo $7,9000BO. 
858-8521. 

'88 CHEVY S10 Pick-Up. V8 
motor, runs great. $1,510 Firm. 
Jerry, 828-8831. 

'87 PONTIAC 6000. Good 
body, needs engine work, $600 
OBO. '81 DODGE Customized 
Van, good shape, runs well, 
$2,195. 881-3622. 

'85 CHEVY Custom Van. 
Good cond., raised roof, all 
accessories, 100K mi. $3,200 
OBO. 350-5984, after 5 p.m. 

'84 OLDS Cutlass. 2 dr., 
black, va, auto, AC, AMIFM 
Cass., 107K mi. CLEAN! 
$2,800 Reduced. 464-5624 or 
721-0358, after 5 p.m. 

'78 PLYMOUTH Volare. 
owner, 58,650 mi., AC, new 
vinyl top, new spare tire, exc. 
condo $1,900. (256) 423-2519. 

CHEVYS FOR $100! Seized 
and sold locally this month. 
Sports, 4x4s, etc. Call for list-
ings. 1-800-522-2730, ext. 4411 

KIT CAR REPLICA! 1936 
Mercedes Roadster. Donor 
car, 4cyl., Pinto. $8,000 Value, ,. 
will sell for $5,000. 539-0309. 

'86 CHEVY Nova. White, AMlFM, 
AC, fairly new tires, body in good 
condition. Needs engine work. 
$200 OBO. (256) 772-8828. 

Boats & RVs 

19' Boat Cuddy Cabin, 1989, 
$4,800 (RFCU Loan, $7,400), 
trailer, fish finder, VHF radio, fully 
equipped. 880-{)120, Iv. msg. 

'7920' WEBBCRAFT. 210 HP 
Chevy V8, tandem axle trailer, 
full teak swim platform, exc. 
mechanically, great ski boat. 
$4,400. (256) 355-5016. 

BUYING/SELLING??? 
RELOCATING 
IN OR OUT??? 
3-acre wooded lot. 

East Limestone Co. $19,500 

4 BR, 2 BA, full-brick home. 2 
. year old Greenlawn Plantation. 
$163,500. $20K below market 

value! 
3 BR, 2 BA, full-brick home. 

Spring Hill Farms Subdivision. 
$104,500 
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'89 Catalina 25 Sailboat 150 
genoa w/roller furl, bimini, OB, 
head, microwave, exc. cond., fresh­
water only. $11,000. 883-4118. 

Bayliner 2450 Ciera Sun-
.,bridge Cruiser. 1987, 25 ft., 

5.0 OMC, exc. shape, 
depthfinder, trim tabs, shore 
power, .. radio, all options. 
$13,000. 852-5099. 

Miscellaneous 

fl" Youth Mountain Bike by 
Fisher, like new, $75. Dresser 
w/mirror and 2 matching night­
stands, $200. 837-5303. 

486 DX2 Intel Compo Tower. 
66 MHz CD ROM, 2 HD, Sound 
Blaster, 28.8 Internal Fax 
Modem, Win95 w/14" monitor. 
$450. 233-2924. 

'50s Dropleaf Red Formica 
table and chair set. Perfect for 
small kitchen. Good condo $75 

.,fash. 883-5258. 

'83 HONDA CR60R Trail Bike, 
second owner, runs perfect, 
$600. Soloflex exercise 
machine, $4500BO. 776-3297. 

Breakfast Room 48" Round 
table and 4 chairs, 2 leaves, 
maple finish, $75. 880-8241. 

CARS $100 - $500. POLICE 
IMPOUNDS. Hondas, Chevys, 
Jeeps & Sport Utilities. MUST 
SELL! Call for listings. 1-800-
522-2730, ext. 4281. 

Couch & Loveseat, brown, 
"'good condo Both pieces $150. 

881-6127. 

CRAFT SALE! Nov. 27 & 28, 9-
4. Baileys Mobile Home Park, 
3012 Johnson Rd. at the office. 
Discount w/military to. 

Entertainment Center, good 
cond., $40 neg. Aerobic Rider 
Exerciser, exc. cond., $90 neg. 
830-1975, Iv. msg. 

Excellent Christmas Gift! 
Swing set w/2 swings, glider, 
teeter-totter, and slide, $50. 
Large upright freezer, old, but 
runs great, $50. 880-7801. 

Full-size Ford Truck Cap, $100. 
1 yr. old, white fridge w/ice 
maker, $500. 830-1929, Iv. msg. 

Gun & Knife Show! Nov. 28th 
and 29th. Cahaba Shrine Tem­
ple, Pulaski Pike & Winchester 
Rd. A Guns And Such Produc­
tion. (256) 766-8877. 

Kirby G4 Vacuum Cleaner. 
$1,100 new in '96 w/all attach­
ments, carpet cleaner, floor 
buffer and more. Must go! 
$500. 895-2843. 

Men's Mountain Bikes. 21 
speed. 1 Diamond Back, Sor­
rento w/digital speedometer, 
$125. 1 Murray, $75. 534-1399 . 

(MINK) Fur Coat. Size 12-14. 
American made, no dyes, worn 
twice. Appraised: $7,000. Sell 
price: $3,500. Appraisal papers 
available. (256) 772-0067. 

Newly RebuIH 2.0L Engine. Fits 
Nissan Stanza 1987-89 or 200 SX 
1984-88.$950. 852-5199. 

PCS Sale! 4x7 utility trailer, 
$200. Dryer, $75. Living room 
set, $150. Kids' bunk beds, 
$100. POC Aaron, 726-0140, 
anytime. 

Scrubs. Mix and match pieces. 
Exc. condo Size M and L. $5 
per piece. (256) 498-2698. 

SEGA Child's computer complete 
with Busytown learning activity 
game, exc. condo Paid $150, will 
sell for $75. 864-2546. 

Six Queen Anne antique dining 
room chairs. 880-7907. 

Ski Machine, like new, $50. 
Chest and matching dresser 
(oak color), good cond., $60 
each. 464-5543. 

Tool ShedlWorkshop. 12 x 10. 
$100 OBO. You move! (256) 
830-5934. 

Two Waterbeds: 1 King, 1 
Super-s·ingle. Baby clothes. 
Infant carseatlcarrier. Laptop 
computer and printer. 830-4816. 

Women's Hunt Club Suede 
Jacket. Large, like new. Sells 
for $90. Asking $45. Beeper 
876-9376, (1856) or 464-9256. 

Real Estate 
_ .i~:JIIII. --=---.... 
ARAB - FSBO. 4 BR, 3 full baths, 
DR, breakfast room, laundry, dou­
ble garage w/storage roorn, base­
ment workshop. All on 1.~ acre 
lot. 586-5832, Iv. msg. 

STONELEIGH 
T E R R.A C E 
THE PATIO HOMES OF HAMPTON COVE 

Where Luxuryls Not An Option! 
MODEL HOME OPEN 

Mon-Thur. 12-6' Saturday 12-3 
"Sunday 1-5 

Located in Hampton Cove, this 

~W:~:I: ~~~~e~~:f~emrn~~~e. 
Complete Lawn care, Golfing, 
Walking Trails and Much more. 

From $2oo's, 

SIMMONS CO. 534-1116 

~~ . 

~ibeity @lttanoz: 
Homes Star~ing at $79,900-90's 

• $2,400.00 down, 7.125% 30 year fixed rate, no PMI. Rate is subject 
to change. Income limits apply. 

Model Home 

1,533 square feet - The Newbury is a spacious 
family home featuring a downstairs master suite with 

a large walk-in closet. The upstairs features tWQ bedrooms 
sharing a full bath plus a game room that can be a fourth 
bedroom. This unique use if vaulted ceilings make this an 

open, airy home that is a delight to the senses. 

JEFF BENTON HOMES 

Without a doubt, Liberty Manor is the best new 
home buy in Madison. You are encouraged to 
compare features, location, quality and cost per 
square foot. The more you look, the better the 
value looks at Liberty Manor by JetT Benton Homes. 

leds ,.. 
Ashton Place Apts. Fully fur­
nished corporate apartments, 
flexible lease terms, 1 & 2 BR 
apts. 881-5403, Gate #1. 

Close To Redstone. Tastefully 
decorated 2 BR, 2 bath Condo with 
all appl. Only $52,900 or 
$55O/Month. Avail. NOW! . 830-
1927. 

5 Points Bargain. Motivated 
seller. Must see to appreciate. 2-
3 BR, detached garage w/extra 
storage, very cute int. w/williams­
burg colors. A must see! Call 
Paula at Omni, 720-0790. 

House. 5.4 acres, East lime­
stone. 2,800 sq. ft., 3 BR, 3 BA, 
sunroom, deck, hardwood cabi­
nets, storage, many ammeni­
ties, outbuilding/workshop, 2 
car garage, garden tractor, 
Bush hog included. $189,600. 
(256) 233-0259. 

House For Rent. 3 BR, 1.5 BA, 
garage, FP, fence, storage bam, 
central air, Madison near Ride­
out Rd., quiet, $675. 895-9404. 

HUD & VA. Repossessed 

homes. Hud pays closing costs. 

$500 down on VA homes. Joe 

Jensen Realty. 830-0821. 

Vintage Farm House in city 

limits on 1.15 acres. Barn and 

.80 acre available with house. 

Pastoral setting. Zoned C-1. 

Possible uses: clinic, church, 

daycare, receptions. Call Pat 

Cassity, 1st Realty, 720-1310. 

Services 

Avoid Bankruptcy. Free debt 

consolidation application with 

service. Cut payments to 65%. 

24 hour approval. 1-800-873-

8207. 

M & K Heating and AC. Fast 

service, honest, quality work, 

low price. State and EPA certi­

fied. Military and senior dis­

count. 828-2650. 

Ride Dee's Winning Fun Bus 

to Tunica every Sat. and Wed. 

Bus fare, $20. Two free meals. 

$15 in coins. It's the best! 536-

0205. 

Employment 

AHSAA Softball Officials -

TVSBUA. Individuals interested 

in calling high school softball, 

please call Jon Richards at 895-

1458. Experience required. 

Wheeler Station 
90's & up .. 461-4126 

DOGWOOD 
113 Otter Trail 

1,312 sq. $99,?OO· 

© 1998 Breland Homes 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

"Based Oil a Conv';'liional Homl toan 
Fixed l'Ir.W yrs at S. ')')%. w/:;% dowlI pymt of S:;.OOO 

Estimated Payments 
1'&1 - S561-1 . .1(,. I"". - S2S.00. Taxes - S·H. ')7. I'MI - 861.67 

Subject to A.lI.F .. \. Guidelines. 

• J.E. William<; Elementary 
located in Wheeler Station! 

• Madison. Decatur. and 
Hunt..wille easily accessible, 

1·565 5 mi 
Hwy20 5 mi 
Huntsville International Airport 6.5 mi 

HunlSville Hospital 13.6 mi 
Madison Academy 6.1 mi 
Madison MedPlex (Hughes Rd) 6.7 mi 
Integraph 3.8 mi 
Publix. Pharmacy. Gas Station (Hwy 20) 5 mi 

WHEELER STATION IS A 
BOND TARGET AREA. 

• Low maintenance vinyl siding 
• Large family room 
• Bayed breakfast area 
• Dishwasher & garbage disposal 
• Custom built wood cabinets 
• Two bathrooms 
• Master suite w/Walk-in closet 
• Superior insulation package 
• Double pane insulation 

"tilt-in" windows 
• Rear yard patio 
• Steel insulated exterior doors 

wI deadbolts 
• Ceiling fan & blocking for 

extra ceiling fans 
• Pre-wired for garage door opener 

Value Packed! 

Models Open Daily 

10 a.m.-S p.m. 
Monday -Saturday 

BRELAND HoMES 
1 p.m.-S p.m. Sunday 

Closed Friday 

Awarded for hcellence 
rnCoflStructlonSlandards 
JndCUSIomer Satisfaction 




