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Sergeant, son starting over after losing everything 
Four-plex fire victim 
appreciates the support 
from local community 
By Skip Vaughn 

Suddenly the test didn't seem so impor­
tant. 

Sgt. Elizabeth Fisher was taking a test in 
a class at Calhoun Community College on 
post when she was notified that her house 
was on fire. When she arrived at 507-C 
Walnut Circle about 4:45-5 p.m. April 12, 
Fisher saw her house up in smoke. 

"I know I was crying, upset. It was like 
shock really. I couldn't believe everything 
was gone," Fisher, of HHC 59th Ordnance 
Brigade, said. "When they told me the 
house was on fire, I Was just thinking it was 
a small fire. I never dreamed like it was." 

" She lost everything, just like the other 
three families in the two-story, four-plex. 
They had resided in housing which opened 
in 1995 for junior enlisted families. Fire 
inspectors determined the cause of the 
blaze: A natural gas line coming into the 
residence was leaking underground and the 
gas reached a barbecue grill which had 
been lit by one of the residents. 

Fortunately, most of the occupants 
weren't home and no one was injured. 
Fisher was in class and her 3-year-old son, 
Damien, was at the Child Development 
Center. 

But except for the BDUs she was wear-

Completing career. .. 
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FIRE/[OSS- Fisher stands in front of 507-C Walnut Circle, her former home. She 
has moved to new quarters since the fire. 

ing, all her material belongings were gone. 
The four televisions. The tl).ree videocas­
sette recorders. The stereo with speakers. 
Couches, love seat, chair, bedroom furni­
ture, dining room table, rolling butcher 
block, washer and dryer, entertainment 
center. All gone. 

The only things remaining, ironically, 
were Fisher's Bible and a framed photo­
graph of Tanya Zeringue, a high school 
classmate who had died in a car accident in 
1992. The Bible was sitting in front of the 

picture atop the entertainment center. 
"It made me realize what I had and what 

I didn't have, and I really had more than I. 
thought," Fisher said of the fire. "It makes 
you thankful for what you do have. And 
you think it happens to other people- and 
it'll never happen to me. And it just goes 
to show you never know." 

The local community responded to help 
the victims. Sgt. Maj. Lewis Lockett, the 
sergeant major for Redstone Arsenal 
Support Activity, ensured the families had 

a place to stay that night. Each family 
received a $500 grant from the Army 
Emergency Relief fund at Army 
Community Service. Donations from the 
community started coming in, slowly at 
first and then picked up. 

Fisher went to the Post Exchange and 
shopped for basic necessities and clothes 
for herself and her son. Of course $500 
went fast when you need everything. 
Damien needed clothes for the next week, 
a brush, toothbrush, and so on. 

"Of course he lost all his toys. So I tried 
to get him a little bit of stuff to make him 
feel at home, feel at ease about it all. But 
of course it was hard to do," Fisher said, 
her voice trailing off. 

The Sergeants Major Association gave each 
family a check for $250. By April 16, three of 
the families were in new quarters. The fourth 
family moved into new quarters April 19. 

Fisher, 24, from New Orleans, 
expressed her appreciation for the support 
she received. An administrative sergeant, 
site has been in the Army five years and 
arrived at Redstone from Fort Drum, N~Y., 
in November 1997. 

"I would like to thank first of course the 
Lord for not having anybody in the house 
(at the time of the fire) because they saiaif 
we were in there, we'd be dead," she said. 
She also thanked the leaders of her unit­
Capt. Martha Brooks, commander of HHC 
59th, and SFC Daryl Crowder, the unit first. 
sergeant - for their help. And she thanked 

See OVER on page 21 

Event marks 37 years of service 
for retir'ing AMC commander 

WASHINGTON- In a well-known 
role of teacher, mentor, leader and friend, 
Gen. Johnnie Wilson used his final 
moments as commander of the Army 
Materiel Command to address his grand­
children in his retirement speech, high­
lighting and underscoring the history of the 
Army, the importance of dedicated service 
and the significance uf freedom in 
America. 

Wilson, who retired in a ceremony at 
Fort Myer, Va., April 26, had more than 
1,200 people turn out to say farewell, and 
according to chief of staff Gen. Dennis 
Reimer, the largest crowd known to be 
assembled for a retirement ceremony at 
Fort Myer. Secretary of Veterans' Affairs, 
Togo West attended lh~ retirement. Also 
attending \\'ere 'I'exas Congressman 
Solomon Ortiz; secretary of the Army, 
Louis Caldera; deputy secretary of defense, 
John Hamre; under secretary of defense 
(acquisition & technology), Dr. Jacques 
Gansler; under secretary of defense (per-

sonnel & readiness), Rudy de Leon; Mrs. 
Alma Powell; chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and Mrs. Henry Shelton; and for­
mer cha:rman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
retired Gen. and Mrs. John Shalikashvili, 
among many other distinguished guests. 

Wilson used the retirement ceremony as 
an opportunity to express his appreciation 
to his family, colleagues, employees, staff 
and friends for their support to him over his 
37 years of soldiering. 

He also explained to his grandchildren 
the significance of the retirement ceremony 
and the current and past roles of 
"Pershing's Own," the U.S. Army Band; 
the Old Guard Soldiers of the 3rd Infantry 
Division; the Army's Fife and Drum Corps; 
the Commander-in-Chief's Guard; and the 
Color Guard, all of whom participated in 
the ceremony. Wilson ensured his grand­
children understoo~ the ceremony was "far 
more than just a parade." 

See CAREER on page 20 
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SHOW OF RESPECT-Wilson and his wife, Helen, participate in his retirement cer­
emony April 26. 
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End the violence 

l
am writing in response to yet another shooting by 
teen-agers. Everyone is blaming everyone. I think 
we all need to take a deep look at the cause(s) of each 

one of the shootings. I assert "teasing"·is a common 
thread, not the only one, just a common one .. If we. would 
just talk to our kids at early ages and tell them that a ver­
bal assault on someone is like a nail in a wall. Once you 
remove the nail the hole is still there. 

First it is the jocks against the nerds. The!) thin 
against fat. Then smart against dumb. Then rich against 
poor. Then an assault on the handicapped, minorities, etc. 
Where and when does it end? I say, here and now. 
Please take time to mentor a youth to get away from feel­
ing good at the expense of others. I know some are going 
to assert teasing has been going on forever. Why are they 
shooting each other now? Could it be TV, radio, CDs, 
cassettes, movies, lack of parental control, degradation of 
morals, etc.? It doesn't matter. Each one of us must take 
a role in turning around our youth. Stop worrying about, 
"He/She is not mine! I'm afraid of a lawsuit from the 
parents, ifI step in!" Step in any way. You owe it to all 
children to participate in their maturing. Each one­
reach one! Do it now! It's never too late. 

If you have no children or your children are grown, 
volunteer to help another. Here are a few of my sugges­
tions. Volunteer with Big Sisters/Big Brothers, Girls 
Incorporated, YMCA, YWCA, schools, recreation cen­
ters, etc. Be a coach, statistician, equipment manager, 
etc. with a sports team. Lead an academic team to suc­
cess. Help with a super computer class. Be a tutor. 
Assist the sponsor (a teacher with too many duties 
already) of a math club, science club, school organiza­
tion, etc. Assist youth ministers at our churches, etc. 

I know you all may say that I have my nerve telling 
people what to do. I do. Somebody has to stand up, take 
names, and make some changes. 

Are our memories so short that we forget there's a 
problem in between shootings? Stand up and be counted. 
Or, buy bulletproof vests, armored cars, etc. for all. Arm 
every citizen and go back to the Hatfields and McCoys. 
Where and when does it end? I say, here and now. 

Janice Isbell 

To prevent melanoma ... 
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: Letters To The Editor 
Graduating class 

C. , oming to Redstone Arsenal for the first time as a 
PFC in 1969, I've been associated with thousands 

. . o,f Redstone students from all over the world. Let 
me'take'~s opportunity to commend BNCOC class 
C4()o@5-99 which graduates Friday, May 7. 

Every member of the class approached all tasks with 
enthusiasm. From academics to evening workouts in the 
gym these NCOs display initiative, integrity and judg­
ment. Tasked with community service, CQ, or weekend 
car washes their tact, loyalty and bearing never swayed. 

These men and women will be the senior NCOs and 
officers of tomorrow. Upon what do I base this.state­
ment? Instinct. After years of leadership, we know 
which of those in our charge will excel and which will 
fall behind. The class is technically and tactically profi­
cient, but above all they are sincere and unselfish. Every 
man and woman must have self-respect and dignity. We 

. must be at peace with ourselves. We must like ourselves 
and be mature. Those are some of the qualities I see in 
these soldiers. They will go forward with respect for 
others, leading by example while displaying maturity and 
tact, looking out for the welfare of others as they become 
the leaders of tomorrow. 

Timothy M. Blake 
Retired MSgt., Marine Corps 

Military mom 

H e. comes home from his day "at work." It is a real 
place where he gets paid money. He is all dressed 
up in his uniform- dressed for success. He 

looks quite impressive and very professional. He even 
has a fancy pin on his collar: I greet him with a hello. 
Although I worked at my "job" today, my uniform is a bit 
more modest- T-shirt, shorts, and my no-fuss haircut. I 
have drool on my collar! 

His tools cif the trade are superfast computers and hi­
tech instruments. Mine are crayons and play-do. He 
asks, "How was your day?" I reply, "Fine, thanks, how 
was yours?" "BUSY!" he says. Why is it that his day 
always seems to be busier than mine? At the dinner table 
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we get into the specifics of our day. He asks, "So, what 
did you do. today?" I reply, "Oh, you know, the daily 
grind; cooking, cleaning, laundry, and caring for the 
kids," and I stumble to fill in the blanks. I ask him, 
"What did you today?" "Well ... " he goes on to tell me 
about the important project with the important people 
with the important deadlines. "Wow! Tha(s so interest­
ing!" I say. (And it truly is interesting to hear about his 
day.) 

Between the request for hot chocolate and the baby's 
demands, and the endless answers to life's most complex 
questions, and the diaper changes, and the dog barking 
and the timer going off, and the phone ringing, I actually 
had a moment to think about what I did today. The first 
thing I realized is that I totally shortchanged myself. I 
concluded I AM NOT a daily grinder! I AM a teacher, 
financial planner, and an event organizer (for the next 
hour, next day, next weekend, and next birthday). I am a 
nurse who kisses the boo-boos away, a dietitian who 
plans, shops, and cooks the meals my family eats. I am 
an entertainer- I sing, I dance - oh boy, do I put on 
performances! I am a reader, a poet, a photographer, and 
a pooper-scooper. I am an artist, a listener, and I have the 
special talent of consoling cries and extinguishing 
whines. I am a sales person. I sell all day long, especial­
ly why he should eat his broccoli and why naptimes are a 
good thing. I change diapers and more diapers and more 
diapers. Did I mention that I change diapers? I juggle 
one glass ball after another. I am a time manager who 
creates the activities while carefully and strategically 
implementing them at the appropriate times. Most 
importantly, I am a mother, a friend and a forever play­
mate. 

I tell my children that Daddy works outside the home 
and gets paid money. Mommy works inside the home 
and gets paid love. I am blessed wit~ a husband who 
"gets it" and respects and supports the very important job 
I have chosen. I see my children truly blossoming as 
their knowledge of the world is growing, as they learn to 
be loving, confident, little people. The smiles on their 
faces are the most impressive paychecks I have ever 
received. It's the payment of love. 

Lori Bleckley 

Daily protection, early detection prescribed for skin care .. 
By Pat Johnson 

A h, summer is almost here; with 
long, leisurely days, and t~e possi­
bilities of many enjoyable outdoor 

activities such as swimming, sailing, fish­
ing, boating, tennis, or jusdying in a ham­
mock and watching the grass grow. Just as 
we care for the equipment for these activi­
ties, let's use that same preventive mainte­
nance mindset for our skin, which is our 
body's largest organ, and our prirnary 
defense system against the environment 
and disease. Daily protection and early 
detection are the key elements for proper 
skin care, to keep it strong, and vital. 

The Center for Disease Control and Pre­
vention (CDC) reports that skin cancer is 
the most common and most rapidly 
increasing form of cancer in the United 
States. It was reported that melanoma skin 
cancer deaths represent the third highest 
mortality increase for all cancers. One in 

five Americans will develop skin cancer in 
their lifetime. 

Skin cancer is among the most pre­
ventable forms of cancer; yet we, as Amer­
icans, seem to continue our love affair with 
the sun, oblivious to the actual long-term 
damage that a "healthy tan" represents. It 
is not surprising that one in five Americans 
will develop skin cancer in their lifetime. 

Some studies indicate that the majority 
of lifetime sun exposure occurs before age 
18. This is because a newborn's skin pro­
vides it with little protection from the sun. 
A baby.'s skin is so sensitive that even the 
slightest exposure to the sun can cause seri­
ous and lasting damage. A single blistering 
sunburn at an early age is strongly associ­
ated with the development of skin cancer 
later in life. 

The major risk factors for melanoma 
skin cancer are light skin, family history of 
melanoma, personal history of melanoma, 
presence of moles and freckles, and history 
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of severe sunburn especially occurring in 
childhood. Add to these attitudes (a tan is 
attractive) and behaviors (unprotected time 
in the sun) which increase a person's 
chances of developing skin cancer. 

Remember, daily protection and early 
detection are the best defenses against skin 
cancer. Reduce direct exposure to the sun, 
especiaUy from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. If you 
must be out in the sun, take the following 
precautions: 
• Wear a broad-brimmed hat, protective 
clothing, and sunglasses to reduce expo­
sure. There are clothing companies that 
construct clothing from 30-plus sun protec­
tion factor (SPF) for sun sensitive individ­
uals who want to continue active outdoor 
lifestyles. 
• Use sunscreen lotion with a sun protec­
tion factor (SPF) of at least 15 to protect 
against ultraviolet A and B radiation. Sun­
screen can be applied to a child starting at 
age 6 months. Prior to this time, try to keep 

the child out of direct sunlight as much as 
possible. 
• Avoid artificial sources of (ultraviolet) 
UV light, including tanning beds anc,i sun 
lamps 
• Examine your skin regularly- especial­
ly those moles and/or freckles, that we all 
have. Any changes in the shape, size and 
color can be the first sign of skin cancer 
and sholild be evaluated by a health care 
provider. 

Remembering to check your freckles 
and to prevent sunburn in you and' your 
children are very important summer sun 
safety tips to place at the top of your list for 
taking care of yourself and your children. 
Practicing these healthy sun behaviors daily 
and modeling them for your family will pre­
vent the costly, sometimes deadly, yet 
senseless effects of melanoma skin cancer. 

(Editor's note: Johnson is a health edu­
cator at Public Health and Education Cen­
ter, Fox Army Health Center.) 

The Redstone Rocket is 
published in the interest of the 
personnel at Redstone Arse­
nal, by The Advertiser Com­
pany, a private firm in no way 
connected with the Depart­
ment of the Army. Opinions 
expressed by writers herein 
are their own and are not to 
be considered an expression 
by the Department of the 
Army. The appearance of 
advertisements in this publi­
cation, to include inserts and 
supplements, does not consti­
tute an endorsement by the 

Department of the Army of the 
products or services adver­
tised within this publication. 
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print advertising from that 
source. 
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New commander 
slated for AMCOM, 
Redstone Arsenal 

SULLIVAN 

Maj. Gen. Julian Allen Sullivan Jr. has been named to 
succeed Maj. Gen. Emmitt Gibson as commander of the 
Aviation and Missile Command. 

Gibson, AMCOM's commander since July 17, 1997, 
has been reassigned as the vice director for force struc­
ture, resources and assessment on the Joint Staff, Wash­
ington, D.C. 

Sullivan is the director for supply and maintenance in 
the Office cif the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics, 
Washington, D.C. He has been there since June 1997. 
Previously he commanded the 19th Theater Area Com­
mand, 8th U.S. Army, Korea. 

Sullivan, a 29-year veteran, is a Memphis native. He 
has a master's degree in logistics management from the 
Florida Institute of Technology. 

The general officer assignments were announced 
Monday by Department of Army. Report dates will be 
determined. 
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For Operation Allied Force ... 

President Clinton calls up reserve component 
By Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON---: Up to 33,102 
reserve component members can be 
called to active duty for Operation 
Allied Force under a presidential 
selected reserve call-up signed April 
27 by President Clinton. 

The call-up order authorizes the 
mobilization of reservists for up to 
270 days. Initial focus is on 2,000 
members and 47 aircraft in eight Air 
National Guard and Air Force Reserve 
air refueling units. The order affects 
all the services, however, and sets the 
Air Force activation ceiling at 25,000 
reservists, the Army at 6,100, the 
Navy at 892, the Marines at 1,100 and 
the Coast Guard, 10. 

Charles Cragin, acting assistant 
secretary of defense for reserve 
affairs, said the units in the first incre­
ment are all refuelers. The.eight units 
are the Air Guard's 161st Air Refuel­
ing Wing of Phoenix, Ariz., 171st 
ARW of Pittsburgh, 117th ARW of 
Birmingham, Ala., and 128th ARW of 
Milwaukee, Wis.; and tire Air Force 
Reserve's 927th ARW of Detroit, 
940th ARW of Marysville, Calif., 

434th ARW of Kokomo, Ind., _ and 
931 st Air Refueling Group of Wichita, 
Kan. 

The reservists will help increase 
the tempo of the air campaign over 
Yugoslavia, Pentagon spokesman Ken 
Bacon said April 27. They will be 
based in Budapest, Hungary. 

The services are also authorized to 
iT'voke stop/loss programs that would 
suspend servicemembers' normal sep­
aration dates from active duty. The Air 
Force will invoke the stop/loss pro­
gram; personnel most affected are 
pilots, air crews, aircraft maintenance 
personnel and those in other critical 
specialties. 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Susan Pamer­
leau, director of personnel forces 
management on the Air Staff, said the 
service invoked stop/loss as a matter 
of fairness because of the large num­
ber of reservists being called up. She 
said, however, stop/loss will specifi­
cally target those in critical specialties 
needed for the operation. 

Army, Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard officials said their ser­
vices will not invoke stop/loss. 

Cragin said the call-up demon-

Now OPEN 

SOMERBY 
at Jones Farm 

in scenic Jones Valley 

strates the critical role the reserve 
components play today. ';We really 
can't do anything from a military 
operations point of view without the 
reserves," he said. 'The Guard and 
Reserve are integral parts of Ameri­
ca's total force now and this is just the 
latest example." 

Similar reserve call-up orders have 
been used for operations in Bosnia 
and Southwest Asia. Reserve compo­
nent airmen also have been part of 
Operation Allied Force since the 
beginning, but they were volunteers, 
Cragin said. 

"About 1,500 reservists at anyone 
time support the operations over 
Yugoslavia," he said. However, the 
scale of operations has increased, and 
DoD could not sustain operations 
without calling the reserves, he noted. 

Air National Guard and Air Force 
Reserve assets include aerial refueling 
and strategic airlift units, electronic 
warfare units and some strike units. 
Most units called will support air 
operations against Yugoslavia, though 
some will support the Kosovar 

See FORCE on page 16 

The area's newest, most distinctive and most homelike Independent and 
Assisted Living community is now open. Please visit us and discover for 

yourself why Somerby represents the most appealing new 
concept today in senior living. 

No UP-FRONT ENTRANCE FEES. 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EARLY MOVE-IN INCENTIVES. 

SOMERBY 
at Jones Farm 

Grand Opening June 6th 
Apartment Homes • Garden Homes • Assisted Living 

2815 Carl T Jones Drive, 5.E. I. HuntsviLle, AL 358021 TeL· (256) 881-6111 

--------------0 -Pi;~e- ;;~d -~; ~~;; i~f~;~;ti~~-~b~~~ -S~~;;b;~; -j~~;; F~~.-----------------
D Please contact me to arrange an appointment. 

Name: 

Address: 
City/State/Zip: ______________ Tel: ____ ~ ________ _ 

Please ,\fail To: at Jones Farm, 2815 Carl T. Jones Drive, s.E., Huntsville, AL 35802. 
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Befitting the occasion... <I 

Special ink pen used for Lon~gbow Hellfire signing ceremony 
:;:~z...::::.S~ki~p....:;V.:::au::.lgz:.;h::..:n ___________ venture of Northrop Grumman and Lock­

heed Martin. 
When contracting officer Sarah Kerry 

said she forgot her pen during a major con­
tract award ceremony Friday, some folks in 
the audience knew what was up. 

Everyone found out and the room filled 
with laughter when a 3-foot-long, floppy yel­
low pen was carried to the head table. It was 
just comic relief during the multiyear con­
tract award signing for Longbow Hellfire. 

Kerry, chief of the J aveliniHellfire 
Directorate at the Acquisition Center, final­
ly received a real pen and signed the con­
tract with the other dignitaries at Redstone 
Arsenal Club. 

A $1.2 billion contract to produce 
10,397 Longbow Hellfire missiles over the 
next five years was awarded to the joint 

"All of you are responsible for making 
this happen," Lt. Col. Carl Runyon, assis­
tant product manager _for Longbow Hell­
fire, told the attendees. 

Vicky Armbruster, deputy program 
executive officer for tactical missiles, 
noted that the contract was awarded on 
schedule and within cost. 

"My congratulations to all of you. It 
certainly is an event worth celebrating," 
she said. 

Col. Richard "Doc" Savage, project 
manager for Air,·to-Ground Missile Sys­
tems Project Office, and Michael Bennett, 
Lockheed Martin vice president for air-to­
ground missile systems, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon. 

Photo by Skip Vaughn 

RIBBON CUTTING- Savage, left, and Bennett cut the ribbon during the Longbow 
Hellfire multiyear contract event. 

Wellness Center presents postwide Health Fair '99 on May 11 
By Bobby Taylor 

On May 11, in conjunction with 
National Employee Health and Fit­
ness Week, the Wellness Center 

will present its eighth annual health fair for 
Redstone Arsenal employees, military per­
sonnel, and their families from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Redstone Fitness Facility 
(building 3705, Aerobee Road). 

In an effort to enhance the importance of 
health awareness throughout the Redstone 
community, Maj. Gen. Emmitt Gibson has 
set aside May 11 as a time to recognize 
these events. There is a commander's letter 
which encourages management to autho­
rize up to 59 minutes of administrative 
leave to employees desiring to participate. 
Employers are asked to provide the oppor-

tunity for their employees to participate in 
activities which endorse health and safety. 
A healthy lifestyle contributes to many pos­
itive effects in the workplace including 
improved morale, camaraderie, alertness, 
productivity, decreased absenteeism, and 
improved work performance. 

Health Fair '99 will feature various 
information booths from local organiza­
tions on the Arsenal and around the 
Huntsville community. These booths will 
cover various topics such as nutritioI,l, safe­
ty, physical and mental health. There will 
also be free screenings of cholesterol, bone 
density, blood pressure, body fat analysis, 
sickle cell anemia, body alignment, and a 
massage therapist. Health Fair '99 will also 
have a wide variety of entertainment such 
as the senior line dancers, the ~~nior fri~nds 
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Treating impotency won't make it go away. It's a temporary solution to a serious problem. 
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singers, a cooking demonstration, and we 
will also have free food/drinks and various 
door prizes available. 

The May 11 Health Fair will kick off 
bealth awareness week as well as National 
Employee Health and Fitness Week. 
NEHFW is presented annually by the 
National Association of Governor's Coun­
cil on Physical Fitness and Sports and the 
Association for Fitness in Business. 
NEHFW highlights the importance of a 
healthy workplace and aims to promote 
corporate health and fitness programs. In 
light of the out-of-control medical insur-

ance and health care costs, health promo­
tion and disease prevention seem to be the 
best tools an employer has to cope with 
these costs. 

Be sure that you call to receive the com­
mander's letter encouraging management 
to authorize up to 59 minutes of adminis­
trative leave to those employees desiring to 
participate in the health fair. For more 
information on these events which are 
sponsored by the Wellness Center, call 955- ." 
6844. 

(Editor's note: Taylor is director of the 
Wellness Center.) 
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Management analyst among volunteer.s on relief mission 
., . . . The eye doctors performed cataract 

Medical team takes good will, surgery and gave out thousands of pre-

checkup clinic to Belize City scription ~lasses ~d sunglasses. The other 
doctors dId herrua, tubal, vasectomy, cleft 

By Margaret Banish-Donaldson 

If you were in pain, could you wait to 
see a doctor or dentist for a year? People in 
Belize do. 

They wait for Dr. Eugene Tate and his 
wife, Kathleen, and their group of volun-
teers to arrive each spring. 

This year the 39 volunteers included 
doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses and 
non-medical support helpers. And John 
Moore, a licensed EMT and a management 
analyst in Resource Management Direc­
torate, was among the volunteers. The team 
made the trip in four little planes in one day 
from Huntsville to Belize City, Belize. 

Moore became involved in this cause 
while listening to members of the Mayfair 
Church of Christ talk about the medical 
mission. For the past 14 years, the Tates 
and other volunteers have traveled to Cen­
tral America the week of Easter to help the 
less fortunate. 

Three 18-wheelers filled with medical 
supplies and equipment donated by local 
doctors, medical clinics and h,?spitals, were 
shipped two weeks prior to their arrival. 

"It was an educational experience, a 
chance to do something for others with 
hands-on experience," Moore said. "It also 
has given me a reason to pursue medical 
school before I get too old." 

The clinic opens every morning at 7, 
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FACE TO FACE- Volunteer John Moore, licensed Huntsville and Madison County 
EMT, checks vital signs before the family sees the doctor. 

with the exception of Sunday when it opens 
at noon after church services. By 8 a.m., 
hundreds of people are in line for medical 
assistance. Some travel several miles by 
foot, bus and bicycle. One group came as 
far as from Honduras for treatment. 

A volunteer worker scrubbed patient's 
heads that were full of lice before they 
entered the clinic. All the volunteers were 
given de-lice shampoo for themselves 
before returning to the United States. 

Moore would write the patients' vital 
signs information and ask them why they 
were there to see the doctor. He would then 
explain their complaints to the doctors. 

Most of the Mayan patients spoke English. 
However, Moore occasionally would have 
to find an interpreter. 

"I would listen with my stethoscope to 
their heart and lungs," Moore said. "I 
would then check their ears, nose and 
throat. Most of them had a buildup of wax 
in their ears, which I irrigated. One even 
had a dead bug in his ear canal." 

Most of the patients were given vita­
mins and worm medicine. 
Tylenol, cough and cold medicine and 
antibiotics were commonly prescribed 
medications. Some were even offered birth 
control pills or contraceptive injections. 

palate and growth removal surgeries. 
Moore said he knew the medical staff 

was doing a good job when he sawall the 
smiles on the patients' faces each day. 

"The Mayan people are amazing," 
Moore said. "They were so patient waiting 
in line, sometimes all day in the hot sun, 
without complaining. They were so_ appre­
ciative for the treatment and attention~" 

In a week, the doctors and dentists saw 
almost 4,700 families. Forty-eight people 
received general surgery and eight were 
treated for cataracts,' 18,000 were given 

. prescriptions, and hundreds had their teeth 
pulled, filled or cleaned. 

The living conditions were rough by 
American standards according to Moore. 
There wasn't any television, radio or news­
papers. Cold water was used for showers 
because there was no hot water. Toilet 
paper couldn't be flushed in the toilets 
because the pipes were so small. Every 
morning, a lady would bum the toilet paper 
that had been folded and thrown into a 
bucket next to the toilet. Shoes were shak­
en out each morning before putting them 
on in case a scorpion or tarantula had 
crawled into them. 

"Being a rookie, I sprayed the concrete 
walls and floor in my room with Raid when 
I first got there," Moore said. "Also, at 

See MISSION on page 18 



,- ~"";'F .. ,"j-
Page~6- ' 

., , 
Redsion~ R(jck~i'" 

New vehicle in the Hood ... 

Digitized Bradley ready for thorough round of training and testing 
By Scott Shifrin 

The centerpiece of the new Digitized 
Bradley (M2A3), the Improved Bradley 
Acquisition Subsystem or IBAS, will under­
go a new round of training and testing using 
soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry, 
4th Infantry Division at Fort Hood, Texas, 

Thorough soldier training and rigorous 
system level testing are both critical events 
to ensure the Bradley program maintains its 
current schedule as key component of the 
Army's first digitized Division, centerpiece 
to the new Force 21 package currently 
scheduled to be fielded in fiscal 2000. 

The IBAS is a material change for the 
Bradley A3 Program to replace the TOW 2 
Subsystem. It drastically improves the 

. Bradley Fighting Vehicle System's ability 
to defeat heavily armored threats, fortifica­
tions, and other enemy targets including 
helicopters by significantly increasing 
detection, identification and tracking 
ranges. The IBAS provides a day/night 
capability to acquire, identify, and aid in 
tracking two targets and engage one of 
these two targets from any aspect using the 
TOW family of missiles. The IBAS also 
allows for future missile integration and 
system upgrades. IBAS consists of three 
major subassemblies; a Target Acquisition 
Subsystem, a Missile Control Subsystem, 
and a TOW Missile Launcher. The TAS 
includes a 2nd generation Forward Look­
ing Infrared, a day Television camera, an 
internal boresight, and a laser rangefinder. 
The IBAS can be maintained within the 
Army's 3 level maintenance concept using 

a combination of Built In TestlBuilt In Test 
Equipment. The IBAS, led by Lt. Col. Ed 
Dowling, is managed from the Close Com­
bat Anti-AImor Weapon Systems Project 
Office, PEO Tactical Missiles. 

The Bradley A3 program completed the 
TEXCOM' conducted Operational Experi­
ment (OE) in October 1998. Soldier com­
ments and desires were quickly reviewed 
and equipment improvements folded back 
into the current version of production rep­
resentative vehicles. 

"The system performed well during the 
OE and we are excitt;:d to have been part of 
the process for improving the system even 
further. We know soldiers will risk their 
lives by taking our design into combat," 
Bill Farmer, the senior Field Service Rep­
resentative at Fort Hood, said. 

Soldiers provided valuable feedback 
that allowed the contractors to develop an 
acquisition system with improved reliabili­
ty, streamlined gunnery procedures, and 
better positioning and functionality of com­
ponents. Soldier comments have also been 
incorporated into the system software 
allowing for a more robust weapon system. 
The IBAS is now involved in Low Rate Ini­
tial Production and ready for extensive test­
ing prior to advancing to a Milestone III 
decision and full rate production. 

In order to ensure the weapon systems 
are ready for training and testing, a com­
prehensive technical inspection was com­
pleted on each vehicle, as well as installa­
tion of several critical hardware modifica­
tions. Government employees from the 
CCAWS Project Office and field service 

Courtesy photo 
IN POSITION- This is the new Bradley M2A3 in an overwatch position. Soldiers are 
training and testing on the new system in preparation for test. 

representatives from United Defense, 
RaytheonITI Systems, and DRS Sensor 
Systems worked day and night over a 96-
hour period to complete inspections on all 
Bradleys guaranteeing each vehicle is 
ready. for months of operation under the 
harshest of conditions. 

"We pulled together and swarmed the 
vehicles like bees. We had no time to waste 
and wanted the vehicles to be ready for the 
soldiers. We built the systems and want the 
soldiers to know we are excited to see the 
equipment involved in test," Tim Long, of 
DRS Sensor Systems, said. 

The soldiers from 2-8 Infantry will sign 
for 16 Bradley Weapon Systems and are 
expected to maintain the equipment 
throughout the train-up and test. New 
Equipment Training for both Maintainers 
and Operators began last week. Training 
has been outsourced to United Defense, 
while being supervised by master gunners 
and officers from Fort Benning. Ga. Test­
ing will be managed and conducted by 
TEXCOM beginning in early July. 

(Editor's note: Maj. Shifrin is the assistant 
product manager for the [BAS, Close Combat 
Allti-Arnwr Weapon Systems Project Office.) 
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In case Rover roams ... 

Animal implants 
can help your pet 
come home again 
H

ave you ever come home from work and found that 
someone opened the back gate and your prized 
family pet was nowhere to be found? This happens 

frequently across the United States and finding them can be 
very frustrating at times. Now, there is a better way. 

Implanting a microchip under the skin of your animal, if 
they should ever get loose, can greatly enhance the chances 
of your pet coming home again. A vast majority of the stray 
animal kennels including the local animal shelter, have 
chip readers that can help identify who the animal belongs 
to and contact you almost anywhere you go. 

The Redstone Arsenal Veterinary Treatment Facility has 
begun microchip implanting using the popular Avid 
Microchip. The procedure takes about five minutes. After 
the chip has been planted, you must contact the company 
and give them your name, address and phone number. They 
keep track of the information for you, and as long as you 
update them, they can help ensure your pet's safe return 
anywhere you go. 

The Redstone veterinary facility plans to have a ~pecial 
day this summer when it will do only microchip implanti­
ng all day. The day has yet to be determined and will be 
announced when it becomes available. 

For more information or an appointment call 876-2441 
from 8-11:30 a.m. and 1-3:30 p.m., Monday through Fri­
day. The veterinary facility is in building 3543, just across 
from the Soldatenstube. (Veterinary Treatment Facility 
release) 

The Rocket City 
now has 'Tree City' 
at Redstone Arsenal 
By June Johns 

It's official. You can now think of Redstone Arsenal as 
"Tree City." Last Friday afternoon, RSA was officially 
awarded this special designation as part of an Arbor Day 
tree planting ceremony and festivities. Held near the golf 
course off Goss Road, this celebration was attended by rep­
resentatives of the Army, the Huntsville and Madison may­
ors' offices, and the state and city forestry services, among 
others. 

The "Tree City" designation was presented by represen­
tatives of the National Arbor Day Foundation (NADF). 

Roger Schwerman, chief of the installation management 
office at Directorate of Public Works, and one of the vol­
unteer coordinators of the Arbor Day event, said that this 
post is one of only a handful of Army locales to receive this 
special designation. 

To become a ''Tree City," four NADF criteria must be 
met: 

• Development of a tree board or department; . 
• Enactment of a tree care ordinance; 
• Creation of a comprehensive community forestry pro­

gram; 
• Conducting an annual Arbor Day observance. 
According to Schwerman, as long as these standards are 

maintained at Redstone, the Arsenal will keep the NADF 
designation. It is in the Arsenal's best interest to continue 
to do so, Schwerman said. 

"Redstone is an oasis in the middle of a town; we want 
to maintain its park-like atmosphere," he said. In order to 
do so, Arsenal employees maintain "an aggressive forestry 
program, which calls for logging of older trees to make 
way for new growth, as well as an ongoing softwood and 
hardwood replanting program to (preserve) the Arsenal's 
tree population." 

Interestingly enough, Schwerman noted that due to 
intensive, nationwide tree planting efforts, such as those at 
Redstone, "we (now) have more trees in the U.S. than we 
did during the 1800s," when the National Arbor Day Foun­
dation was first organized. 
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From small beginnings ... 

Green thumb earns blue ribbon 
for orchid work in community 
By June Johns 

It all started when she took pity on a 
small orchid that was reduced in price by 
75 percent during a "gotta go" sale at 
Lowe's Home Improvement Warehouse 
Store. 

From small beginnings, SSgt. Nancy 
Mitchell's captivation with orchids has 
helped her earn two prized blue ribbon 
awards. 

being an orchid-growing enthusiast varies 
according to level of interest and the size of 
one's pocketbook. 

But at least you can look at it as a long­
term investment. With proper care, orchids 
can last anywhere from 5-20 years. 

While Mitchell's floral collection is 
modest in size by an orchid fanatic's stan­
dards - she estimates she owns over 45 -
some gardening enthusiasts can own thou­
sands, and invest money in special green­
houses to store and grow them. Mitchell 
must contend with nurturing hers using 
available light from her home's windows, 
and humidifiers. 

While Mitchell grows orchids as a 

Photo by June Johns 

BLUE STREAK- Mitchell examines one of her prized orchids. 

One first-place ribbon she pocketed was 
for her decorative touch on a 50-foot orchid 
display at a show held in mid-March in 
Chattanooga. She took home another blue 
ribbon for her work on a 70-foot display 
featured in a show held the last weekend in 
March and sponsored by Huntsville's Heart 
of Dixie Orchid Club. These awards were 
based on demonstrable display expertise 
involving symmetry, color and style. In 
order to exhibit award-winning displays, 
Mitchell relied on her own interpretive 
capabilities, as well those learned from a 
specially-produced video on the subject. 

hobby, her military life centers around pro- As a guarantee of continuing her work Mitchell did not have numbers for national 
participation, she did note that the nation­
wide orchid society is one of the top two 
largest botanical memberships in this coun­
try, second only to the rose society. 

viding non-commissioned officers with with plants, gardening, and agriculture, 
instruction on technical, managerial, and Mitchell said that wherever she moves she 
field training. She is an instructor with D always "tries to do as much of (an Army 
Company, 832nd Ordnance Battalion. post's) grounds maintenance and beautifi-

Mitchell's love affair with orchids blos- cation efforts as I can." And of course now 
somed over the last two years, but she has _ she is involved with a club of local orchid 

loved plants in general ever since she can lovers. 

Below are some tips for any would-be 
orchid growers out there, courtesy of 
Mitchell: 

Such display techniques can often be 
challenging, as well as rewarding, as 
orchids vary in size from ones that fit on 
the head of a dime to much larger varieties 
worn as corsages, according to Mitchell. 
Orchid colors range from white to pastel 
yellow to a deep, rich magenta. 

remember. She grew up on what she Locally, there are approximately 50 
referred to as a "truck farm," located out- members in the orchid society. While See ORCHID on page 16 

"I quit smoking and it's cheaper than 
smoking," Mitchell said coyly of the cost 

. of her hobby. She added that the cost of 

side of Independence, Mo. There, she and 
her family members were part-time "gen­
tlemen" farmers, growing tomatoes, green 
peppers, onions, potatoes, and sweet corn, 
among other vegetable crops. These fresh 
vegetables would then be trucked to road­
side stands, wh!!re she and her siblings and 
parents would sell them. 
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Turning the page ... 

Local inventor merges opular Beanie Babies with beepers 
By June Johns 

It's a collectible that has swept the country with its pop­
ularity, and it's almost ready to morph into another form, if 
a local inventor has his way. The collectible? Beanie 
Babies, of course! 

And with the help of Army Reserve 1st Lt. Rob Dew­
berry, these cuddly cuties will soon function as a handy 
way to carry your beeper. They'll be called Beeper Babies. 

The 32-year-old Dewberry is currently attached to the 
184th IMA (Acquisitions & Logistics), which is sponsored 
by the Smart Weapons Management Office. 

Just like their popular cousins, Beeper Babies will come in 
an assortment of animal shapes. Dewberry hopes they eventu­
ally assume the forms of Disney and Warner Brothers' cartoon 
characters, but he and the company that will market his prod­
uct, Invention Technologies, are exploring unlicensed charac­
ters as well. Dewberry is hoping for an initial lineup of approx­
imately 9-12 different animal variations of Beeper Baoies. 

Dewberry describes his primary target market for these 
cute carriers as being women and teens who are "looking 
for a fun way to carry their pager, as well as a way of pro­
tecting (the device)." 

This modern-day inventor came up with his idea in 
1996, during the height of the Beanie Baby craze and the 
hysteria over the Tickle Me Elmo doll. He also noticed the 
fabulous successes of Beanie Baby "spinoff' products, 
such as clothes, carrying cases, and books. He then made a 
connection while thinking of fashionable ways the public 
might latch on to carrying their ever-present beepers. 

Now for someone to help him produce and market his 
idea. Dewberry was searching for suitable help while sta­
tioned in the Netherlands in 1997-98. While there, he 
viewed a television advertisement promoting a firm that 
markets inventions. He selected this company, Invention 
Technologies, over several others he was considering at the 
time, based on the firm's track record and company per­
sonnel. Fortunately for Dewberry, the company expressed 
mutual interest. 

"Only about 2 percent of inventor's ideas get accepted 
by this company," Dewberry explained. 

Representatives from Invention Technologies are 
attending trade shows looking for suitable manufacturers 
and licensing companies for Dewberry's product. After a 
manufacturer is selected, and everyone agrees on the spec­
ifications for making this product, a prototype will be cre­
ated. A working prototype is necessary in order to obtain a 
patent. "Patent-Pending" status will be applied for during 
the several months it takes to be awarded with a final patent 
for his idea, Dewberry said. 
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BEEP-BEEP- Thanks to Army reservist Dewberry, 
beepers such as the one he's holding soon can be car­
ried conveniently and fashionably in his new invention, 
Beeper Babies. 

While his Beeper Baby creation will initially be pro­
moted and marketed in the United States, Dewberry is 

Every Night Starting at 4 P.M. 

planning on its popUlarity expanding into Europe, where, 
he explained, fads "are slower building, but last a lot longer 
in popularity" than they do here in America. He added that 
marketing his product worldwide is only natural "since 
everything is global now, anyway." And, he noted, Euro­
pean and also South American teen-agers love fads, "espe­
cially American fads." 

Dewberry anticipates that Beeper Babies will be in full 
production and on store shelves by this holiday season. 
Where to find them? Dewberry expects they will be sold 
at the same type of places that currently carry Beanie 
Babies. He also foresees them becoming a popular gift­
with-purchase idea for cellular phone companies. 

Should Beeper Babies prove successful - watch out! 
Close behind on their heels will come Beeper Buddies, 
which will house cellular phones. 

Dewberry's enthusiasm for creating new contraptions 
has been with him a long time. Dewberry said he's been 
inventing things since he was 6, and claims he has addi­
tional inventions in mind that would benefit Army person­
nel, aid in manufacturing, and create new vendor markets. 

"My inventions run the gamut," Dewberry said. 
He added that the creation of Beeper Babies will be a 

"coming out party" for his other invention ideas, and 
explained he is pursuing this creation first, as he feels it 
will be his most successful and popularly-received one. 

What prompted Dewberry's enthusiasm with inventing 
was his combined love of creativity, marketing, and the world 
of business, as well as his belief in the American dream. 

"In this country, you can do things here that you can't do 
anywhere else, and the rest of the world follows suit," he said. 
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Model home ... 

Blantons open their door to foster children of the county 
By Margaret Banish-Donaldson 

During the last 16 years, Doug and Sandra Blanton have 
brought 65 foster children into their home in southeast 
Huntsville, with no end to the influx in sight. 

"I don't think we will ever be through with foster care," 
he said. "There's such a need out there. We just can't say 
no." 

The Blantons are model foster parents, always willing 
to take in "just one more child," always ready to go to bat 
for extra services for the children in foster care, and always 
recruiting new families to open their homes. 

''There aren't enough foster families to go around as the 
public and private agencies are being swamped with chil­
dren who are neglected and abused," Blanton, a branch 
chief for the Combat Support Aviation Division in the 
Security Assistance Management Directorate, said. "On 
the average, there are perhaps 250 children in foster care 
on a daily basis here in Madison County. Qualities that 
make foster parenting easier include patience, flexibility 
and a willingness to put up with a certain amount of 
bureaucracy. " 

Foster parents can be single or married. They can get 
required training from the Department of Human 
Resources and more training is available if their foster 
child bas special needs. Continuing education, workshops 
and support groups are also available locally from the 
Madison County Foster Care Association. 

Foster parents receive a monthly stipend to help pay for 
the basic needs of a foster child b.ut, Blanton cautionect, 
"you will never be able to make money on foster parent­
ing. " 

"We receive a daily allowance for each child.based oil 
age: $8 for newborns and toddlers and $10 for teen-agers,;' . 
he said. "At the end of the month, we receive a check for 
the number of nights the child was in our home." 
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AT WORK--: 15lanton, a foster parent, is a branch chief 
for the Combat Support Aviation Division in the Secu­
rity Assistance Management Directorate. 

Group homes are provided for those children that don't 
get along with others and tperapeutic homes for those chil­
dren that have had been physically or sexually abused. 
These children need a lot of counseling and close supervi­
sion in tending to their needs. 

Foster .children need temporary care because of neglect, 
abuse or other problems that have caused a breakdown in 
the functioning of their natural family. In most cases, fos­
ter children are unavailable for adoption. If at all possible, 

4294 University Drive 

72&-9959 

the DHR works with the parents and children to help return 
the children to their natural families. The children come 
from all walks of life. 

For the Blantons, the hardest part of being a foster par­
ent comes when the children leave, "because part of you 
leaves with them." 

Several years ago, the Blantons had a 9-month-old boy 
they kept for two years. His mother couldn't take care of 
him. After a long period of time the mother came back 
from Kansas with the father, her husband, and got him 
back. Today, the family lives in Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
keeps in touch with the Blantons through letters and tele­
phone calls. The family even brought the little boy over to 
the Blantons' house- when he was 4 - for a visit when 
they came into town. 

Children can stay with their foster families for several 
. weeks or sometimes quite a few years. However, an aver­
age stay is three to six months for newborns and one to two 
years for older children in foster homes supervised by the 
DHR. 

"We may get a call from the DHR at 1 or 2 in the morn­
ing asking if we can take a child," Blanton said. "We try 
and ask them as much as we can about the child, What 
kind of a situation is the child coming from? Are they 
coming with any clothes or just the ones they have on right 
now? We don't always get answers to all of our ques­
tions." 

One night the Blantonsreceived an ll-year-old girl who 
they didn't know had lice. The Blantons called DHR and 
asked them to pay for getting their house bombed and for 
aid in getting the girl de-liced. DHR agreed to pay for the 
services. 

Other children have conie to the Blantons from being 
picked up at a motel. They were caught: eating out of 

See DOOR on page 18 

• First Time Customers Only 

18%* • 18%~ Open 6 Days A Week 

No Matter What Your Design, 
Copying or Output Needs Are ... 

WE CAN HANDLE THEM at PRECISION GRAPHlal 
Fast, High Quality Work Guaranteed! Come See Us lomlV! 

• Complete Desktop Publishing 

• Graphic Design 
• Offset Printing - Four Color Process Printing 
• Quick Copy - Printing & Binding 
• Stationery, BUSiness Forms, Brochures, Business Cards 

• CAD PC Design/Laser Photoplotting 

• Blueprint Copying 

• Slide Imaging 
• Full Color, Ink Jet Posters 

• Mounting/Laminating 
• High Speed Scanning - Source Documents 
• Scan To File / Scan to Print / Engineering Drawings 

((Preas ion Gra hies Associates /) 
(I 256-536-0706 J) 
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Riding the waves ... 

Boaters must have 'V' on license to rent at Redstone 
By Sandy Riebeling 

As the April 28 deadline approached, 
boaters scrambled around taking tests, get­
ting eye exams and paying the fees to 
obtain that all important "V" on their dri­
ver's license. If you want to rent a boat at 
Outdoor Recreation or drive a boat on 
Alabama waters, it's something you have to 
have, or face the consequences. 

The "V" stands for vessel operator and 
the waters are a bit muddy concerning the 
details of this new law, which applies only 
to the operation of motorized water vehi­
cles. Sailboats, rowboats, canoes and other 
non-motorized vessels are not included in 
this requirement. Alabama is the first state 
to require a boat operator's license for 
motorized vessels and as the law is enacted, 
modifications are being made. 

The first change came on deadline day, 
April 28, when the Department of Conser­
vation and Natural Resources authorized 
officers of the department to issue written 
warning citations instead of regular cita­
tions for failure to possess a boat operator's 
license. The Marine officers will issue 
warnings until Oct. 28. After that, if you are 
caught operating a boat without a license 
it's going to cost you. 

As the deadline approached, the Conser­
vation Department was deluged with calls 
about who is exempt from testing and 
where and how to take the test. 

Outdoor Recreation supplied th~ fO!!0w­
ing information, from state sources, to clar­
ify the requirements and help boaters 

obtain their license. 
There is a population of people who do 

not have to take a written test to get the "V" 
put on their license. These people include 
anyone born before April 28, 19\4, or any 
persons that can show proof that they have 
successfully completed a Coast Guard or 
Marine Police boating safety course. Peo­
ple fitting into these categories must still go 
to the Alabama State Troopers office and 
pay a $5 fee to obtain the proper form to 
add the "V" to their license. The form must 
be taken to the License Department where 
a new license will be made. The cost of the 
new license varies, depending on the indi­
vidual's circumstances. 

There is one other type of exemption 
that deals with non-residents. People who 
have a permanent residence outside the 
state of Alabama and that are at least 12 
years old, are given a exemption for a 
cumulative operation period of not more 
than 45 days in any calendar year. 

Those who want a license and are not 
exempt must meet the following criteria: 
Operators can be no younger than 12. Each 
person operating the vessel must be 
licensed. 

"The law used to read that as long as 
someone in the boat was 12 years old, any­
one could drive it, even 5-year-olds," Gail 
Glass, of Outdoor Recreation, said. 

Minors must furnish a certified copy of 
their birth certificate or a certified state­
ment from the superintendent of the school 
which the minor attends containing name, 
date of birth, and address. 

GIFT WRAPPING 
& DELIVERY 

• 
CORPORATE 

& 
PERSONAL 

SHOPPING SERVICE 

MASON PLAZA 
3011 SOUTH PARKWAY 
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801 

• PHONE (256) 883-2150 
• FAX (256) 883-2481 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-6PM 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

PREPARING FOR LAUNCH- Gail Glass prepares a boat for rental at Outdoor Recre­
ation. The facility has more than 50 boats for rent, including canoes, pontoons, Jon 
boats and bass boats. 

Applicants must go to the Department of 
Public Safety Driver's License Examining 
Office in the county of residence, make 
application and pay the appropriate fee. 
They must then pass an eye exam and a 
written/oral exam and answer medical 
questions. Once all of these steps are com-

pleted, take the necessary paperwork to the 
License commissioner's office to have the 
"V" endorsement placed on driver's 
license. Minors will receive a state identifi­
cation card with this classification on it. 

See RENT on page 18 

$126.95 

$ 42.95 

$ 74.95 

Fujitsu 4.3 gb IDE $ 116.95 

Fujitsu 6.4 gb IDE $ 139.95 

Fujitsu 10 gb IDE $174.95 

DFI Bv3+ Mthrbd. 

Socket 7 CPU Fan 

Mitsumi Keyboards $ 11.95 

Voted Winner 
Bes_ Nursery 
Please visit us and see 

why we have been chosen 
Best Nursery every year in 

the Reader's Choice 
Awards, sponsored by 
The Huntsville Times 

Come in and reSister for 
a trip for 2 to ARUBA! 

Unusual Plants 
We grow unusual annuals, large hanging 
plants, rare trees, shrubs and vines. 

Perennials 
We ~ow more than 550 different 
species of perennials, plants that come 
back year after year 

Roses 
We grow unusually large roses, most are 
blooming when you buy them 

Park-like Atmosphere 
Our nursery is landscaped so that you 
may see how plants grow. Stroll 
through, see our trains, listen to the 
music and . 

Bennett es 
7002 North Parkway· Huntsville, AL 35810 

Monday - Saturday 8AM-5PM • Sunday NOON - 5PM 
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From dams to museums ... 

Huntsville Corps of Engineers keeping watch worldwide 
H

untsville Center's Electronic 
Security Systems team is building 
a reputation for excellence one 

customer at a time. The proof of its success 
is in the significant growth of the program 
over the last several years. 

The Electronic Security Systems 
program for fiscal '99 is currently 
projected at approximately $17 million. 
According to John Brown, the team's 
technical lead, "customer care" is largely 
responsible for their success. 

"We've seen some pretty phenomenal 
growth this year," Brown said, "but the 
team has worked consistently to provide 
the absolute best service to our customers. 
Word travels fast when your customers are 
satisfied;" 

The customers Brown is referring to 
include familiar agencies such as the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the FBI 
and the well-known Smithsonian 
Institution. 

The ESS team has had a long-standing 
relationship with the Smithsonian that has 
grown substantially over the years, he said. 
"Initially the Smithsonian considered us a 
cadre of specialists," he explained. "But 
now, that relationship has changed and the 
Smithsonian has effectively made us their 
agent for electronic security. Which means 
we are heavily involved in the 
planning, design and acquisition of 
electronic security systems for Smithsonian 
facilities both in an out of the Washington, 
D.C. area- one of those facilities is in 
Panama." 

Of course, the team is accustomed to 
working in countries all over the world. 
Support to Department of the Army and 
other customers requires that members of 
the ESS team travel to places such as 
Japan, Korea, Bosnia, Germany and the 
Middle East. 

The ESS team will add to their long list 
of regular customers when the Bureau of 
Reclamation and Huntsville Center finalize 

an agreement this spring for ESS support. 
The Bureau, a part of the Department of 
Interior, owns and manages hundreds of 
dams in the Western United States . 
including Hoover Dam, said Brown. 

"The Bureau has become increasingly 
concerned about threats to critical 
infrastructure," he explained. "Once the 
support agreement is signed, Huntsville 
Center will do site surveys to identify 
security vulnerabilities and make 
recommendations to reduce those 
vulnerabilities. Then, through an indefinite 
delivery-indefinite quantity contract 
already in place, the ESS team can buy and 
install the systems required to fill the 
Bureau's needs." 

According to Brown, this "cradle-to­
grave" service is key to continue 
broadening the ESS team's customer base. 

"We supply our customers with a one 
stop service that is quite unique and very 
cost effective. Since we have competitors 
within the federal government who would 

love to serve our customers," Brown said. 
"We live and die by our ability to provide a 
high quality reimbursable service at the 
lowest possible cost. You know, the kind of 
service that people come back for- every 
ESS team member understallds that and it 
shows." 

ESS Team members include Jeff Alford, 
estimator; Darrel Anerton, branch chief, 
COR (acting); Ken Arrington, project 
manager; Pete Brake, project engineer; 
John Brown, technical lead Sandy Fisher, 
clerical support; Ken Haynes, project 
engineer; Connie Oberle, contracting 
officer; Jon Richards, resource 
management; Kathy Sparks, engineer 
technician; Leigh Ann Toth, project 
engineer; Piet Vanderhoeven, project 
engineer; Suzanne Wear, contract 
specialist; Jim Wilcox, pruject engineer; 
and Steve Willoughby, project engineer. 
(Corps of Engineers release) 

Lady golfers play springtime tournament at post course 
Redstone Arsenal Ladies Golf Association's SPrin.g 

Handicap Tournament drew 40 lady golfers to the 
Redstone Golf Course for a day of drives, puts and 

prizes April 28. 
Bev Van Oostrum was the overall champion for the 

tourney and also received a special award, along with 
Elaine Owens and Florence Teir, for having the longest 
drives. Awards for closest to the pin on designated holes in 

their flights went to Bev Robbins, Marina Jarvis, Marian 
Deppensmith and Pam Bucey: 

Other winners included: 
• 1st Flight- Marian Deppensmith, first; Marina Jarvis, 
second; Joy McGuire, third; and Elke Napier, fourth. 
• 2nd Flight- Elaine Owens, first; Debra Plate, second; 
Pam Bucey, third; and Jackie Lane, fourth. 
• 3rd Flight- Ernistine Anderson, first; Pauline 

Absolutely Free 
For A U.iled Ti.e To Gel Connecled 
Wilh Singles In The Huntsville 

r Complimentary ; 
Glass of 

~ Champagne fl. r~ 
Mothers 

.:= 

l1AM-2PA1 5PM-9Plv! 

Iii! 2006 Country Club Avenue 
II Huntsvi!le~ AL 35816 

Reservations (25G', 53:i-5001 
i 

Robertson, second; Pat White, third; and Bev Robbins, 

fourth. 

• 4th Flight- Peggy Potter, first; Hyeran Richards, 

second; Sally Shepard, third; and Shirley Ponder, fourth. 

Ladies eligible to play on the Redstone Golf Course are 

invited to join the RALGA. For more information, call the 

golf course at 883-7977 or Bev Van Oostrum at 828-7664. 

CAR ACCIDENT? 
Free Report reveals closely guarded secrets you 

need to know before you settle your case or speak to 
anyone. Don't let another day go by until you call 

Toll Free 24Hr. Recorded Message 
at 1-800-965-3624 

Public Service by Dr, Buford W. Bagwell, Chiropractic Physician, Huntsville, AL 

CAR ACCIDENT? 
WE MAKE IT EASY TO TAKE IT EASY 

GOVERNMENT RATE 
ONLY $5800 

Single or Double Occupancy 

Hampton Inn - Huntsville / Arsenal/Parkway 
501 Boulevard South 

Please Call 

I (,) '-6) 88'')- ,"-)"8 I I \.6."')" ,~ L.l.J~ I 
~an 1-800-HAMPTON or:Nww.hampton'inn.com~ 

.. 
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Lucky . little leaguers on guest list at home of the Braves 
Opening day raffle has treat for Redstone's youth 
By Skip Vaughn 

Youth baseball commissioner John 
Galinaitis wanted something different for 
the youngsters on opening day this season. 
So he called on the Atlanta Braves. 

As a result, 20 players from Redstone's 
teams will be guests of the Braves on May 
22 at Turner Field when Atlanta plays the 
Chicago Cubs at 7:10 p.m. They are the 
winners of a raffle held at Redstone's open­
ing day May 1. 

"They are encouraged to bring .a banner 
because their group will be recognized on 
national television," SFC Galinaitis, in his 
third year as the volunteer commissioner, 
said. "I think that will be a lifetime mem­
ory for them." 

Youth baseball should be full of memo­
ries for the youngsters, according to Gali­
naitis. And he wants these to be good 
memories- not focusing on winning but 
on the experience. 

"The thing 1 expect from parents and 
coaches- especially from coaches - is: 
When all else fails, kids first. This is for 
them, and it's 100 percent for them," Gali­
naitis said. "The purpose isn't to win, it 
isn't to argue with umpires, it isn't to be 
coach of the year. It's to teach kids sports­
manship, baseball fundamentals, and com­
petitiveness. To teach the kids that compet­
ing is what makes winners; not just scores." 

That's why he started an annual Com­
missioner's Award of Excellence last sea­
son. At the end of each season, he will pre­
sent a trophy to a member of each team­
selected by that team's coach. This award 

We Do Foundations 
Turnkey Operations 

is to reflect the youngster's deeds on and 
off the field. 

"The trophy does more than just show 
that they have potential to be good 
ballplayers. It's conduct and sportsman­
ship and commitment," Galinaitis said. 

Redstone has five T-ball teams (ages 4-
6), three coach-pitch teams (7-8), two 
minor teams (9-10), and one major team 
(11-12). The nearly 200 boys and girls are 
members of the Redstone community 
including civilian and military. The teams 
are sponsored by Youth Services. 

They play other Huntsville teams under 
the auspices of the Southern League. Com­
petition continues through June. 

Galinaitis and his wife, Chrissy, have 
three children: Katie, 4, Joshua, 7, and 
Seth, 10. Joshua plays coach-pitch while 
Seth is in minors . 

A 39-year-old Chicago native, Galinaitis 
teaches at the Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
training division and is a member of Head­
quarters and Alpha Company. He has been 
in the Army 17 years and arrived at Red­
stone in January 1997 from Fort Dix, N.J. 

Galinaitis expressed his appreciation to 
the Post Exchange, which provided bats 
and balls for the opening ceremony raffle; 
the Active and Retired NCO Spouses Club, 
which donated money for the trophies for 
the Commissioner's Award of Excellence; 
and Missy Richards, youth sports director, 
who ensured the Goss Road ball fields were 
ready for play. 

His phone stays busy this time of year 
with callers concerned about everything 
from game schedules to why their young-

Morlan City Home Center 

2~ 98-6}}} 
4017 HiQhway 2}1 • _ Lacey's SprinQ, AL 

Photo by Skip Vaughn 

WATCHING THE ACTION- Galinaitis looks forward to his third season as youth 
baseball commissioner. 

ster's not starting. 
"So for all the parents and guardians out 

there, 1 say to them: Please worry about 
your child's happiness and not about the 

conditions of the field, or the schedules or 
whether or not they're going to play on a 
rainy day," Galinaitis said. "We'll take 
care of that." 

Double Your Closet Space!! 
25% Off 
Totally Adjustable 
Rods & Shelves 

One Day Installation 
Fully Guaranteed, too! 

Call for a FREE 
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* Closets * Laundries * Garages * Pantries * Utility Rooms 

NO ONE BEATS OUR QUALITY OR PRICE!! 
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5 PORT HUB 
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Among MWR activities ... 

Redstone's swimming pools ready to open May 29 for community 
The MWR Sales & Marketing office, 

phone 955-7399, listed the follow­
ing events for Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation: 
• Swimming pools-- The Redstone swim­
ming pools are scheduled to open May 29 
at 11 a.m. Season swim passes will go on 
sale Saturday at Outdoor Recreation (build­
ing 5129, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Sunday) and at the Recreation 
Center (building 3711, 1:30-8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday). Family season 
passes are $40, individual season passes are 
$30. Daily passes and guest passes can be 
purchased at each pool site for $2 per per­
son. There are three poels available for the 
Redstone community: pool 1 on Vincent 
Drive, pool 2 at the Challenger Club, and 
pool 3 on Goss Road. Swim lessons are 
also available this summer. For more infor-

mation, call Outdoor Recreation 876- role, biscuits and rolls, blueberry muffins, food, and inquire about membership! The 
4868/6854. coffee, tea and yogurt bar. first month's dues of $23 will be waived for 
• Turkey shoot- Outdoor Recreation pre- • Health fair '99- The Wellness Center new members signing up June 5. For more 
sents the 1999 Turkey Shoot annual sched- presents Health Fair '99! The entire Red- information, call the Redstone Arsenal Fly-
ule: May 8, June 12, ~ept. 11, Nov. 6 and stone community is invited to attend the ing Activity 880-9495. 
l3, Dec. 11 and 18, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Health Fair, May 11 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Family child care training- Are you 
between trap and skeet ranges. The cost is Free screenings of cholesterol, bone density, interested in caring for children in your 
$4 per shot, and prizes are awarded. For blood pressure and more. Come enjoy the home? As a Family Child Care provider, 
more information, call 876-4868. complimentary refreshments, entertainment you can own and operate your own business. 
• Mother's Day brunch- Tickets are on and door prizes while learning how to main- If you are interested in becoming a FCC 
sale now for this year's Mother's Day tain a healthy lifestyle! For more informa- provider, you can receive your certification 
Brunch from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. May 9 at tion, call the Wellness Center 955-6844. now! Learn about nutrition, administering 
the Redstone Arsenal Club. Tickets are • Flying activity~ Redstone Arsenal Fly- medication, policies for family'childcare, 
$11.50 for members, $12.50 for non-mem- ing Activity will have its annual Open business practices, first aid, CPR, child 
bers, $5 for children 7-12; and children 6- House from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 5. There growth and development and more. Some 
under are admitted free. The menu for the will be. food, fun and flying. for the entire benefits of becoining an· FCC provider 
brunch will be: creamed beef, home fried family. Always wanted to fly? RAFA include career opportunities, enhanced par-
potatoes, grilled ham slices, sausage pat- instructors will be on hand to take you for a enting skills, liability insurance, USDA food 
ties, scrambled eggs, cheese blitz's with ride: $20 fee for an hour of flight time as a reimbursements, professional resources, and 
fruit topping, chicken ala king, carved roast passenger. Get to the RAFA Open House toy lending library. For more information, 
sirloin of beef, rice pilaf, green bean casse- early to sign up for a flight time, enjoy the call Evelyn Carnes 876-7801. 

Tournaments, rummage sale on tap for AER·fund 

A
ll that fun stuff going on to raise money for 

the Army Emergency Relief campaign will 

continue through May 15. Here's a calendar 

of some of the upcoming events: 

• Today- Rummage sale, sponsored by crc, from 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at building 5309, room 9128. 

fee is $10. For information call Sgt. Maj. Jackson 

876-4516. 

• Friday- Golf tournament at the Redstone Arsenal 

Golf Club. Entry fee is $36. For more informa­

tion, call Mary Russell 883-7977. 

• May 11- Popcorn sale from 9 a.m. lmtil2 p.m. at 

building 5300/south hall; $1 bag. 

Courtesy photo 

AER INMATE- Col. Douglas Brouillette, director of 
Intelligence and Security Directorate, serves his one 
hour and 20 minute sentence In the AER "get even" 

• Thursday- Redstone Arsenal Support Activity 

will hold "AER FUNdraiser Day" from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. at building 112 courtyard .... Mother's Day 

Plant Sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the northeast 

parking lot of building 5309. 

• Also Thursday- Bowling tournament, sponsored 

by crc, from 11 :30 a.m. to 4:3Q D.m. Re!!istration 

• May 12- Cookout and car wash, from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m., at building 3714 (old post chapel). Rain 

date is May 13. Hamburgers, hot dogs and chick­

en; prices range fmm $1.50 to $5. Car wash prices 

range from $6 to $10. For more information, call 

Sgt. Maj. Jackson 876-4516. fund-raisetjail April 27. 

"First in Caring" 

FAMILY MEDICINE 
MINOR EMERGENCY 

OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 

LASER SURGERY 
• WARTS • TOENAILS 
• CYSTS • SKIN LESIONS 
• CONYLOMAS • HEMORRHOIDS 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 

lC7l:flULU /!;lLtOn-(jlJl!lU, 
JIl[J)., rp.@.. 

Providing medical care for 
your entire family 

Madison Med Plex 
44 Hughes Rd., Ste. 2100 

(256) 461-0100 
Now accepting all insurances except 

Medicare and Medicaid. 

Dr. Daniel Morgan, D.O. 
Dr. Vickie Reeves, D.O. 

• Lab / X~Ray • Physical Therapy 
• Spinal Manipulation • Work Injuries 
• Women's Health Care • Drug Screens 
• Physical: EmploYfllent, Annual, Sports, School, Etc. 

RlueCros.~ RlucShiclJ 

~ ---., ... 
CCN .;;i OneSource 

Cor. Source 0neS0urce --
837-1633 

4550 University Dr. • Huntsville 
Summer Hours 9AM-7PM Mon 

r---------------------' DAB PROFESSIONAL 
_-'''_11_ DEVELOPMENT 
Certificate Progr<lm, Series 

W:lb Developer .................. Begins May 10 • TSP 9904-01N 
W:lb Publisher ................... Begins May 17· TSP 9911'()lN 
Oracle Database Administrator ..... Begins June 7 • TSP 9908.()1N 
Microsoft Office Specialist ......... Begins June 14· TSP 9914-01N 
PowerBuilder .................... Begins July 13· TSP 9909.()1N 

:\.d~at1ced Technologies 

Tactical Missile Fundamentals ....................... . 
May 10-14' M-F· 8:3Oan-4:3Opm· TS 6286.()2N 

Introduction to Java Programming .................... . 
May 10-14' M-F • 1·5pm • TS ~7N 

Implementing & Supporting Microsoft Exch. Server 5 ONUNE 
May l().June 18 • Online' TS 0554.()lN 

Sf~~%~!,,+~g~~~~~~~~~.~. ~~~~~ ~ .. O .-.......... . 
May 17·27' M-Th· 4:J0.8:55pm· TS.0415-03N 
Intro. to HTML: How to Create \Norld Wide W:lb Pages .. 
May 17·21 • M-F· 8am-N00n. TS 0J05.07N ti 
Microsoft PowerPoint 97. .............. .. . ......... . 
May 19&20' W&Th· 9am-4pm' TS O59J.01N < 

Basic Oracle Database Administration. . ......... . 
June 7·24' M-Th' 5:~:5Opm' TS 0422-03N 
Advanced Six Dearees of Freedom .... . .......... . 
June 7.July 26 • M&W • Si:l5pm • TS 6287'()2N 

. Microsoft \Nord 97 .................................. . 
June 14&15' M&T· 9am-4pm. TS 0590.()2N 
Introduction to PowerBuilder 6.0 ...................... . 
July 13-29· T·Th· 5:30-9:3Opm' TS 0447'()lN ~ 

Contract Negotiations: Essential Elements .. . t·. 
May 6 • Th • 9am-4pm • Me 6225.()4N 

Customer Relations ........................... . . 
May 12· W' 9am-4pm· Me 63l8.()lN 

Businc" &: l\la t1<1gClllCIl t 

Schedule and Cost Parameters ...................... . 
June 1·22 • T • 6-9pm • Me 6208-1ON 

L~~~~~~F~~·:MC 6001:19N ......................... . 
How to Manage Organizational Change ............... . 
June 9· W' 9am-5pm • Me 6321'()lN 
Habits of Successful People ......... . 
June 15&16' T&W· 9am-4pm. Me 6262-04N 
Analyst Fundamentals: Cost Estimating 
June 21·23 • M-W· 9am-5pm • Me 6291'()2N 
Risk Planning and AnalYtical Techniques 
July 6-27· T· 6-9pin. Me ~1~ 
Managing Diversity in the \Norkplace .................. . 
July 8 • Th ·1T:30am-4:3Opril· Me 632J.01N It 
Survival Skills for \Nomen in Leadership Positions . . 
July 14&15' W&Th· 9am-4pm. Me 6198-06N 
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Apache Longbow helicopter getting more firepower 
MESA, Ariz.- An advanced electronic 

turret for the next generation AH-64D 
Apache Longbow is being developed by 
The Boeing Company in Mesa, Ariz., to 
make the aircraft's 30mm gun more lethal 
and accurate. 

The Boeing Ordnance division, which is 
based in Mesa, has signed a 2 112-year, $5 
million contract with the Tank & Automo­
tive Command Armament Research Devel­
opment Engineering Center in New Jersey 
to create a lighter weight, more compact 
turret expected to become standard equip­
ment on the Apache Longbow by late 2003. 

"The goal is to take the turret from 
hydraulic to electric operation, a change 
that will significantly improve pointing 
accuracy of the gun," Tom Johnston, Inte­
grated Product Team leader for the pro­
gram at The Boeing Company in Mesa, 
said. 

"The new turret also will be 10 percent 
lighter and require one instead of two elec­
trical boxes in the aircraft, enabling it to 
hold more fuel." he said. 

The Boeing Company is working with 
HR Textron of California to produce the 
turret. 

• Homemade Pasta & Breads 
• Fresh Seafood Special Daily 
• Hickory Wood-Grilled Beef & Chicken 
• Large Vegetarian Selection 
• Homemade European Style Desserts 
· Huntsville's Loveliest Patio 

Open Mother's Day 
Brunch 11-2 
Dinner 4-8 

m[ IIAI1AN· DISlRO 

Lunch M-F 11-2 • Dinner M-Th. 5-9/F-S 5-10 

881-5798 

5825 H\Ny. 53 
(1 Block South of Anderson Hills) 

(256) 859-8200 
Mon.-Sat .. 8-6 • Sunday 12-6 

"We're going to start from scratch, with 
Textron doing the controls and Boeing 
developing and producing the rest," John­
ston said. "We'll create a whole new turret 
structure and control system." 

Boeing Company plans to produce a tur­
ret with applications for its other products 
such at the V-22 Osprey and RAH-66 
Comanche. . 

''The new turret is expected to enhance 
international sales since it will make the 
Apache more effective in combat," Robert 
Glantz, PET program manager, said. 

Because of the digital enhancements to 

the Apache Longbow, the aircraft's 30mm 

weapon system is more accurate than the 

same system in the AH-64A. With the new 

turret, the system's lethality will increase 

tremendously, Glantz said. 

The AH-64D Apache Longbow is the 

Army's next generation version of the com­

bat-proven AH-64A. The AH-64A and 

AH-64D aircraft are in service with 

defense forces around the world. (Boeing 

release) 

This Mother's Day, 
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State champions moving on Up ... 

Coach takes OMer team to competition 
By Sandy Riebeling 

It's been dubbed the Olympics of the 
Mind. Teams of students participate in a 
segmented competition that includes the­
atrical performances, costume design, 
spontaneous answers and problem solving 
skills. The seven-member Odyssey of the 
Mind team from Monrovia Middle School, 
coached by Sharon Boc1air of the Intelli­
gence and Security Directorate, is going all 
the way to the top. 

Boc1air's OMer team took first in the 
state competition last month and are head­
ed to the University of Tennessee where 
they will compete against teams from 
around the country and 38 international 
teams. 

"This is exciting for all of us," Boclair 
said. "I was so proud of the children and 
the way they performed at state. We won 
three personal awards besides winning the 
best overall." 

The Monrovia team won· the Rantra 
Fusca award for their outstanding efforts in 

FORCE 
Continued from page 3 

refugee relief effort. 
At this time, Army officials said they 

plan on calling not units, but individuals in 
such job specialties as civil affairs, psycho­
logical operations, water purification and 
logistics. These Army reserve. component 
members will concentrate on helping the 
humanitarian mission. 

Details of the other services' plans were 

otSariain 
DECATUR 
3300 Hwy. 31 S .. 

(256) 350-2120 

the spontaneous answer portion of the 

competition. This is the highest OMer 

award given in the United States. Two indi­

viduals on the team earned personal 

awards. Boclair's son, Nate, won an Out­

standing OMer award for performance of 
technical ability and Corrinia Brewer won 

Outstanding OMer for her stage perfor­

mance. 
"We've been busy trying to raise money 

to go to the Worlds ever since we got back 
from state competition," Boclair said. "We 

have been having fund-raisers and are ask­

ing for corporate and individual donations 

to cover the $2,600 cost of the competition 

for the team." 

Boclair, along with the other team coach 

and school sponsor, Neena Kemp, will con­

tinue to train with the team right up until 

the world competition May 26. 
"We're doing everything we can," 

Boclair said. "We're going there to win." 

not immediately available. 
Once called up, reservists qualify for all 

benefits afforded active duty counterparts, 
including the tax exemption for service in 
the Allied Force area of operations. 

Some of the reservists will back-fill 
active duty personnel going to Allied Force, 
Cragin said. "The United States has world­
wide commitments," he said. "These must 
continue. We are handling all contingencies 
as they arise. Obviously, this requires an 
effort by all members of the total force." 
(American Forces Press Service) 

-Jim Sawyer 
Sales/Leasing 
Professional 

U.S. Army (Ret.) 

Will get you 
BEST deal on 
new or used 

vehicle. 

MANY PROGRAM CAR SPECIALS IN STOCK 
1997 Ford Ranger 

26K miles, air, AM7FM 
cassette, Stk# 1498P. 

Was $10,300 

Now $8,895 
1998 Ford Ranger 

4X4 
Loaded, St # 1474P. 

Was $13,500 

Now $11 495 

1994 Toyota Corolla 
Loaded, cruise, automatic. 
Stk# 8632A. Was $10,950 

Now $8,995 

1995 Escort 
Automatic, low miles. 

Stk# 1451P 
Was $8,800 

Now $6,995 

Over 100 Other 
Used Late Model 

Trade-Ins. 

1995 Geo Metro 
Air, AM/FM stereo cas-

sette. Stk#8768A 
Was $7,000. 

$5,395 

GOING FOR THE GOLD- Boclair's 
OMer team won the state competition in 
April. She and her supervisor, Col. Dou­
glas Brouillette, director of Intelligence 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

and Security at AM COM, discuss her 
need for time off to take her team to the 
world competition at the end of May. 

ORCHID tant and dependent on what type of orchids 
you are growing. 

Continued from page 8 

o Hydrate these flowers using room-tem-

perature water. 

o Avoid using chlorinated water. 

o Let these plants dry between watering. 

o Supply sufficient light and humidity. 

o Directional exposure to light is impor-

For more information on the art and sci­
ence of growing these floral beauties, you 
can purchase publications on the subject 
from bookstores or the local Botanical Gar­
den shop, according to Mitchell. Using 
your favorite search engine, you can also 
look for various web sites dedicated to 
information on orchids. 
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Memorial in the works ... 

Buffalo Soldiers camped in Huntsville 1 00 years ago 
By Sandy Riebeling 

It's about history. It's about pride. It's about recognizing 
the heroes of yesterday and creating heroes of tomorrow. 

When Oliver Baxter, a contractor with Sigmatech Inc. 
supporting SAMD, twice saw articles in the Redstone 
Rocket announcing and describing Buffalo Soldier 
exhibits, and twice saw that the connection to Huntsville 
had not been included, he spoke out. 

"The fact that the 10th Cavalry was once bivouacked 
here in Huntsville is important," Baxter said. 'To the 
Huntsvillians that should be significant, I think." 

The Buffalo Soldiers is a nickname for the soldiers of 
the 9th and 10th cavalry regiments that served in the Army 
from 1866 to 1917. These courageous black soldiers are 
rarely given credit for the accomplishments garnered while 
in service. Historians call them Indian fighters that help to 
tame the Wild West, but there is more to the story. 

These regiments were instrumental in the construction 
of roads, towns, military forts. They acted as escorts for 
wagon trains and cattle drives, and as peace keepers in the 
border towns. Seventeen Buffalo Soldiers earned Medals 
of Honor. 

Perhaps one of the most obvious oversights is that of 
their role in the charge up San Juan Hill. Lt. Col. Teddy 
Roosevelt and his Rough Riders are given the credit for the 
victorious capture of the Spanish blockhouse atop the hill, 
but it was the Buffalo Soldiers that led the way on that 
charge. 

Immediately after the war, as Roosevelt and his Rough 
Riders were touring the country as heroes, the 10th caval­
ry regiment had been bivouacked to Huntsville, the Five 
Points area, in October 1898. 

Being black soldiers with authority in the South was 
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SOLDIER TO SOLDIER- Like the Buffalo Soldiers 
nearly 100 years before him, Baxter served in the Army 
in a race segregated battalion in 1948. 

troublesome to the white soldiers stationed in the Five 
Points area at that time. The conflict became so intense, the 
10th regiment was moved to the area of Huntsville now 
referred to as Cavalry Hill. At the time the soldiers were 
bivouacked there, it was called 10th Cavalry Hill. The Buf­
falo Soldiers remained there for roughly four months 

before moving on. 
Nearly 100 years later the city of Huntsville decided it 

was time to recognize the Buffalo·Soldiers and their con­
nection in history to Huntsville. 

In 1997 an ad hoc committee of 12 local citizens was 
appointed to study the significance of the Buffalo Soldiers 
and their contributions in an effort to erect a monument in 
their honor. 

"It took us a year of study and research before we were 
finished and could make a recommendation to the City 
Council," Dr. James Johnson, committee chairman and his­
tory professor at Alabama A&M University, said. "We 
decided that the memorial should depict the battle of San 
Juan Hill." 

According to Johnson, the council accepted the recom­
mendation and chose a sculptor to create a model of a mon­
ument appropriate for the honor. The model was created 
and "enthusiastically received by the council," in October 
1998. 

There has been no official approval of the sculptor's 
depiction from the council yet. It will take at least a year for 
the sculptor to create the monument once final approval is 
given. 

"I would like to see the monument erected," Baxter said. 
"Our history in this area is considered recent, because of 
the space program. It's important to show that our history 
goes back much farther than the 1950s when von Braun 
came here." 

• 

At our new Meat Lover's Buffet. choose from 10 different delicious meat dishes every day, aU for 
the same low price as our regular buffet Sink your teeth into these and other specialties: 
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~ Plus many other meaty choices! Almost Too Good To Believe ~ 

!. Madison Sguare Mall • 5901 University Drive • 837·2595 
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MISSION 
Continued from page 5 

MOORE 

night, I zipped my shoes up in my luggage bag to guard 
against any unwanted visitors." 

Water was brought in every day and treated with Clorox 
for drinking and brushing teeth. However, it was usnally 
warm because ice was only provided once in a while for 
lunch or dinner. Scrubs, towels and washcloths were pro­
vided. When clothes were washed, a village lady would 
take them to the river, bang them on rocks and bring them 
back folded that evening. 

"As a precaution, I had typhoid, yellow fever and 
cholera shots before I left," Moore said. "Everyone was 
given malaria pills to take two weeks before we left. We 
also were instructed to take the pills for eight weeks after 
returning from our trip." 

During lunch breaks and at the end of the day, the chil­
dren would come around to sell their baskets and jewelry. 
Before the week was over with, Moore was being called 
'Mr. Basket:' He had a hard time saying no to the children. 
"I feel we are so fortunate in this country," Moore said. "It 
was hard working 10 to 12 hours each day, but it was a 
great experience. And being so helpful to those people 
made me feel good about myself. I can't wait to go back 
again next year." 

---------------------------

e~ CAR & VAN WASH 

"* Full Service Car Wash 
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880-9899 
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Recruiting duty ... 
Pvt. Tyrone D. Jones, a 1995 graduate of Texarkana 
High School, is temporarily working with recruiters of 
the Army recruiting station in Huntsville. Jones will be 
stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C., from this May through 
May 2004. He joined the Army last October and is the 
son of Wilma and ~rry Melvin of Huntsville. 

DOOR 
.Continued from page 10 

dumpsters in the back of a motel or going into the lobby in 
the morning for their free doughnuts. 

In the last five years, Sandra has taken over the respon­
sibility for the Madison County Foster Care Association 
clothes closet. One bedroom in their house is devoted to 
this area now. Sandra gets donations from the southeast 
Huntsville Super Wal-Mart and Play it Again stores. She 
sorts the clothing into sizes, age groups and sex. Whenever 
a foster family needs clothing, they call Sandra and tell her 
what they need. If she has it in stock, they can pick it up. 

Also, the MCFCA provides its members a food bank for 
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RENT 
Continued from page 11 

"Most counties have it set up so that it can all be done at 
one location," Glass said. "Madison County is the excep­
tion. There is one location that has everything and that is at 
the State Troopers office at the Church Street location. If 
they go anywhere else, they won't be able to get everything 
done at one place." 

Alabama Boat Operator's Certification Manuals are 
available at all licensing facilities. This is the manual used 
to study for the written exam. 

Current policy for rental of a motorized water vessel at 
Outdoor Recreation requires that a "V" appear on the 
license of persons renting the vessel. There is some discus­
sion ongoing about how the law applies to rental agencies 
which includes Outdoor Recreation. Changes may be made 
sometime in the future. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary boating safety classes are 
periodically held on the Arsenal. The remaining classes for 
this year are June 10 through July 22; Aug. 12 through 
Sept. 23; and Oct. 14 through Nov. 24. The classes are 
6:30-8:30 p.m. in building 3305, room 215, Zeus Drive. 
There is no charge for the classes but a $14 fee to cover the 
cost of the class manual and student study guide is 
required. For more information about these classes, call 
Tom Kunhart at 885-7096 or 830-6621. 

Other phone numbers to obtain information about boat 
safety courses include the Coast Guard at 883-5275, the 
Marine Police at 582-1099 or (888) 903-7659 and the 
Alabama Marine Police Division at (334) 242-3673. 

supporting children in foster care. Once a month Sandra 
goes to the Madison County Food Bank to pick up non-per­
ishables, diapers, deodorants, toothpaste and whatever 
other items might be needed. 

"Foster care expands the interests and horizons of a fam­
ily," Blanton said. "I feel the benefits far outweigh any sac­
rifices we might make." 

For information on becoming a foster parent, call the 
BIantons at 881-0902 or the DHR at 535-4500. 
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You're living a rich, full life. But now you find you need 
assistance with certain tasks. We understand this isn't an easy 
fact to face. The Madison community can provide help with 
these tasks and so much more. We offer a future of belonging, 
security and independence when you need it Our ready-and­
waiting Assisted living apartments and caring staff can truly 
help nlake the rest of your life the best of your life. 

Reserve yours now! 256-830-2400 
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'CINCOS 're-Iook' to boost NCO ranks by about 4,000 
By Gerry J. Gilmore 

WASHINGTON- The Army's Non­
commissioned Officer Corps is getting 
back some rank. 

In 1998, about 6,700 NCO positions in 
the Army's enlisted personnel inventory 
~ere downgraded one grade or more as a 
cost-saving measure, said Robert M. Carty, 
a management analyst in the Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel. 

That initiative, known as Change in 
NCO Structure, mostly involved re-grading 
enlisted positions which were previously 
performed by sergeants to specialists or 
privates first class, Carty said. The Army's 
senior leadership re-examined CINCOS, he 
said, and in February, it decided to "buy 
back" approximately 4,000 of those posi-

" tlOns. 
"[NCO] positions were never removed 

from the Army inventory because of CIN­
COS; all of .the enlisted NCO positions 
affected by CINCOS were 'rolled down,'" 
Carty· said. "Most of those positions were 
downgraded into skill-level-one levels 
(specialists, privates first class) from NCO 
skill levels." 

Carty said the intent of CINCOS,which 
was proposed in 1995, was to redistribute 
the Army's aggregate NCO strength from 
~he 1989'level df49,:8 percent of the force, 

to 47.6 percent. 
"CINCOS was a money-saving mea­

sure," Carty said. "Leadership decided to 

'buy it back' because it created leadership 
hardships; the Army didn't have the level 
of expertise if needed [to perform the 
'rolled back' jobs]." 

The revocation of the majority of CIN­
COS will return NCO aggregate strength to 
49.6 percent oftotal enlisted strength in the 
Army, said Carty, who noted all military 
occupational specialties are being reviewed 
and will be affected. 

Army senior leaders also wanted to use 
CINCOS to balance NCO career manage­
ment fields and military occupational spe­
cialties for the future, according to Sgt. 
Maj. of the Army Robert E. Hall during an 
April 9 Soldiers Radio and Television 
interview with correspondent SSgt. Scott 
Speaks. 

"[CINCaS] was. a good drill for each of 
the career management fields to go 
through; to look at their MOSs to ensure 
that they have prom9tion opportunities [for 
soldiers] from private to sergeant major ... 
[but, it was] a very emotional time for the 
Noncommissioned Officer Corps," Hall 
said. "The good news is the CINCOS buy­
back means we're going to bring [NCO 
jobs] back into the force over the next three 
or four years; that's how long it'll take us to 
promote them." 

Exact post-CINCOS numbers are being 
worked between ODCSPER and Office of 
the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations 
planners, said Carty. Rank "roll-ups" will 
be "spread across all NCO 
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grade levels, from sergeant to sergeant 
major," he said. 

Carty said the "roll-ups" will affect 
senior NCOs, but to a lesser degree than 
junior grades. 

"The most senior NCO ranks, master 
sergeant and sergeant major, are congres­
sionally constrained; only 3.5 percent of 
enlisted soldiers can be master sergeants or 
sergeants major," he said. ''The 'roll up' 
will result in some current NCO positions 
to be upgraded one rank, or two, depending 
on operational need, functions and require-

ments. 

"All MOSs are being looked at, at all 
grade levels ... changes should start show­

ing up next year in Army authorization 

documents." 

If a soldier is in a job that is affected by 

post-CINCOS changes, that wouldn't trig­

ger an automatic promotion, said Carty. 

"It does not cause that soldier to be pro­

moted, but it could improve future NCO 

promotions," he concluded. (American 

Forces Press Service) 
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Army moving forward in destroying chemical agents • 

By Connie E. Dickey 

WASHINGTON- The Army has 
awarded a contract to destroy more than 2 
million pounds of VX nerve agents stored 
at the Newport Chemical Depot in New­
port, Ind. 

The $295 million contract has been 
awarded to Parsons Infrastructure and 
Technology Group of Pasadena, Calif. Par­
sons and its team will not only destroy the 
chemicals, but will also close the depot. 

Terry Arthur said that with this contract, 
89 percent of the U.S. stockpile of chemi­
cal weapons now are under contract to be 
destroyed. Under the Chemical Weapons 
Convention treaty, the U.S. must destroy its 
entire chemical weapons stockpile by April 
2007, however the Army is committed to 
completion by Dec. 31,2005, she said. 

The depot stores 1,269.33 tons of Chem­
ical Agent VX in carbon steel containers. 

CAREER 
Continued from page 1 

Reimer reflected on WilSon's career, his 
dedicated service to the country, his efforts 
to improve the Army and the country. 

"Johnnie is truly a special person and a 
loyal friend," Reimer said. "He never 
backed away from tough issues. You could 
count on him to choose a harder right 
instead of an easier wrong." 

Reimer continued by saying that Wil­
son's contributions to the Army and the 
country will stand the test of time. "The 
Army is better because of Johnnie Wilson," 
he said. 

Wilson, one of 12 children, began his 
Army career in 1961 at age 17 when he 
enlisted from a recruiting station in Lorain, 
Ohio. He attained the rank of staff sergeant 
before attending Officer Candidate School. 
After completing OCS in 1967, he was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Ordnance Corps. 

VX is highly toxic in both liquid and vapor 
forms and is similar to present day pesti­
cides, Arthur said. VX was designed during 
the Cold War as a skin contact. It also can 
be inhaled through the lungs and absorbed 
through the digestive system if eaten or 
swallowed. 

The rapid-acting, lethal nerve agent 
affects the nervous system by interfering 
with signals sent from the brain to the vital 
organs and other parts of the body, Arthur 
said. If VX enters the body and is left 
untreated, the result can be convulsions and 
death due to paralysis of the respiratory 
system. 

The Army has selected neutralization to 
destroy the Newport VX stockpile rather 
than the Army's baseline technology, incin­
eration, which was opposed by citizens in 
the Newport area, Arthur said. One of the 
criteria used to select the neutralization 
process was that the process was shown to 

He was awarded a bachelor's degree in 
business administration from the University 
of Nebraska 'at Omaha. He also holds a 
master's degree in logistics management 
from the Florida Institute of Technology. 

His military education includes comple­
tion of the Ordnance Officer Basic and 
Advanced Courses, the Army Command 
and General Staff College, and the Industri­
al College of the Armed Forces. 

Wilson held a wide variety of important 
command and staff positions during his 
career. Before commanding AMC, he 
served as deputy chief of staff for logistics, 
Department of the Army, Pentagon; chief of 
staff, Army Materiel Command; command­
ing general, Ordnance Center and School, . 
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md.; deputy 
commanding general, 21st Theater Army 
Area Command, U.S. Army Europe and 7th 
Army; commander, 13th Support Com­
mand, Fort Hood, Texas; and commander, 
Division Support Command, 1st Armored 
Division, U.S. Army Europe. 

Wilson served with distinction at every 
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be as safe as incineration. 
Neutralization is a low-temperature, 

low-pressure process where VX is added to . 
a mixing tank containing -water and hot 
sodium hydroxide. The VX reacts with the 
water and sodium hydroxide to produce a 
liquid called hydrolysate. Hydrolysate is 
composed of water, sodium, hydroxide, 
phosphorus and sulfur compounds. After 
neutralization, the hydrolysate is held and 
tested in the tank to confirm that all the VX 
has been destroyed before it is released for 
the supercritical water oxidation post treat­
ment. 

In SCWO, a high-pressure, high-tem­
perature industrial process, the hydrolysate 
is mixed with water and oxygen to create 
inorganic salts, which can be disposed of 
offsite in a landfill permitted to handle haz­
ardous waste. The water is either recycled 
through the neutralization process or sent 
through the depot's wastewater treatment 

level of command. He commanded three 
times at the company level; a maintenance 
company in the 82nd Airborne Division as a 
first lieutenant, followed by command of a 
supply and services company in Vietnam 
with the 173rd Airborne Brigade, and a 
maintenance company with the 1st 
Armored Division in Europe. At the lieu­
tenant colonel level, Wilson commanded 
the 709th Maintenance Battalion, 9th 
Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash., which 
converted and became the Army's first 
Main Support Battalion. He commanded 
twice at the colonel level serving as the 
DISCOM Commander of the 1st Armored 

facility. 

The project will cost approximately 

$500 million for the design, construction 
and pilot testing. Electricity, natural gas 

and water will be used at the facility and 

will include a main building, which will 

house the neutralization reactors and the 

container decontamination line. It will be ,. 
built next to the chemical agent storage 

building. Separate buildings will serve as 

support buildings. 

The necessary environmental permits 
are being processed at the Indiana Depart­

ment of Environ~ental Management. Until 

those permits are issued, th<! contractor will 

focus on staffing, preparing planning docu­

ments and completing the facility design. 

Construction activities are not scheduled to 

begin until November. (American Force&" 

Press Service) 

Division followed by command of the 13th 
Support Command at Fort Hood, Texas, 

Wilson, in saying goodbye, said it had 
been his honor and privilege to serve the 
nation, beside the best soldiers on earth, for 
nearly 38 years. 

"Soldiering requires respect, doing what 
is right and protecting all that our nation 
stands for," Wilson said. ''Taking the oath to 
'support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States' is indeed a higher purpose. .., 

"There are few higher callings than to be 
able to follow in the footsteps of soldiers 
past, but it is now my time to go." (AMC 
release) 
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From responsive community ... 

Contributions still needed for four-plex fire victims on post 
By June Johns 

M ilitary families who were victims 
of a four-plex fire April 12 need 
the following items: queen-size 

bed linens, towels, pots and pans, dishes, 
and electrical appliances. 

To confirm particular items are still 
.., needed, people should call Army Commu­

nity Service at 876-5397 before donating, 
according to Ann Owens, Army Emergency 
Relief officer. 

A responsive community has already 
donated sufficient clothing and furniture, in 
an effort spearheaded by the victims' com­
pany commanders and first sergeants. 
Members of the military and civilian com­
munity, representatives of local non-profit 
thrift shops, as well as other groups too 
numerous to mention, all pulled together to 

- come up with donations for these families. 
"People have been really supportive," 

Owens said. "You can't say enough about 
this community. When the chips are down, 
they come through." 

Items not selected by the families were 

OVER 
Continued from page 1 

her friends and family. Her mother, Kathy 
Fisher, a New Orleans nurse, arrived the 
day after the fire and took Damien home 

.... with her April 18. Fisher planned to go to 
New Orleans to get him last weekend. 

Fisher also thanked the entire Redstone 
and Huntsville communities. This included 
organizations such as K-Mart, Wal-Mart, 

sent to the post Thrift Shop, which in turn 
generates· additional funds for the Army 
Emergency Relief fund. 

In addition, Owens said, an AER grant 
provided money for hotel rooms and basic 
clothing, which helped these families get 
through the first few days before they were 
transferred to new on-post housing. ACS 
also opened up its "lending closet" so that 
the fire victims could have immediate 
access to kitchen utensils, bed sheets, and 
children's car seats. Counseling to deal 
with the trauma has also been offered, 
Owens said. 

The purpose of the AER is to help out 
Army personnel and their families during 
emergencies. The AER will aid with basic 
necessities such as money for rent, utilities, 
and car repair costs. 

"We provide anything essential in a rec­
ognizable emergency situation," Owens 
said. Army regulations determine what is 
considered a reimbursable emergency. 

"You never know when these things will 
happen, or when they can happen to you," 
Owens ·said. 

the Red Cross, and various thrift shops in 
Huntsville. The Red Cross gave Fisher a 
$75 voucher for the Commissary and $190 
for the Post Exchange. 

"I would like to say it was amazing how 
everybody came together in time of tragedy 
and just took us under their wing. Every­
body wanted to know ways they could 
help," Fisher said. "I think it's a good com­
munity to raise a family. And I think it has 
a lot to offer here." 

AUTO PLAZA 
Announces 
CAR BUYING MAOIIASYI 

FREE Automated Credit Check . 

Hot liDe # 
830-2941 

BET THE CAR 
YDU .ANT! 

Photo by June Johns 
HOP ON IT- Owens admires "hip hop" bunnies bound for children whose families 
lost everything during the April 12 fire in the housing area. 
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'89 Toyota Cresida 

1 Owner, 6 Cyl., Auto., Leather, 
Sunroof, Loaded. Only $5,950 

BANKRCPTCY 

J8L Auto S~es 
2007 North Parkway, Suite 0 
(In Front Of Chucks Diner) 

Huntsville, AL 35801 

AUCTION 
BANKRUPTCY CASE #98-84732-JAC-7 

SATURDAY, MAY 8th AT 10 AM 
SOUTHERN HOME AND GARDEN 

11110 SOUTH MEMORIAL PARKWAY • HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 
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1 0 AM - VEHICLES: 1995 Cadillac Sedan Deville, 4DR, Loaded w/Options - 2 Each 1993 Chevy 
Cheyenne Pickup Trucks, 4 Speed w/Overdrive, Bed Liners - 1991 Mazda Utility Van, Auto, Air 
- 1988 Mitsubishi Utility Van, Auto, Air - 1989 GMC Vandura 3500 Box Truck w/16' Box, Air, 
Automatic w/Roll Up Rear Door - GEHL 4625 DIESEL SKID LOADER - 20' Tandem Flat Bed Tlr. 
w/Ramps - 18' Tandem Flat Bed Tlr. 

11 AM - LAWN FURNITURE: Quality Patio Table Sets - Wood Furniture Chairs, Rockers & 
Tables - Patio Umbrellas & OTHER ITEMS. 

12PM - XMAS ITEMS: Xmas Trees - Lights - Xmas Tree Ornaments of Every Description -
Xmas Wreaths - Ribbons - Garlands - OTHER UNUSUAL XMAS DECORATIONS. 

1 :00 PM - GLASSWARE. BRASS AND DECORATIONS: Cups - Figurines - Glass Decorations 
- 100's of Brass Candle Holders - Flower & Fruit Arrangements - Urns - Flower Pots - Plant 
Holders - LOTS OF OTHER ITEMS. 

2:00 PM - FIXTURES & OFFICE ITEMS: Display Fixtures - Desks - Chairs - Fax Machine -
Copy Machine - Computer Cash Register w/Bar Code Scanner - Telephones - OTHER. 

3:00 PM - MISC. ITEMS IN WAREHOUSE & OUTSIDE: Plant Buckets & Pots - Trees - Plants -
Misc. Display Items - Garden Hose - Mis-matched Furniture & Display Items. 

INSPECTION: 8 AM MORNING OF THE AUCTION 

<,,' ~ Exclusive,,~~1~,~,,~ompany ~ 
~ V:/ "OUR SALES ARE ORE/l.T r:-~ 

312 Cahill Drive, Suite A Bill Faulkner, AL Lie #697 256-536-8903 
Huntsville, AL 35811 
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How 000 got budget hike: Readiness woes spark action ., 
By Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON- The DoD budget 
request for a $112 billion increase over the 
next six years is a lesson in how senior 
leaders listen to soldiers, sailors, Marines 
and airmen - and a lesson in compromise 
within a democracy. 

When Defense Secretary William S. 
Cohen took office in January 1997, the bal­
anced budget agreement between Congress 
and the executive branch capped DoD 
spending at certain levels. Under the agree­
ment, a spending increase in one area had 
to be met with equal cuts somewhere else. 
Cohen has said in interviews that he felt 
obligated to live within the spending caps. 

The budget agreement has been successful. 
The U.S. government ended 1998 with a bud-

. get surplus and economic forecasters look for 
more of them in the years to come. President 
Clinton said the budget surplus should be used 
to fix Social Security and Medicare first. 

At the same time, however, anecdotal 
evidence was accumulating that not all was 
right with the military. While the spearhead 
- soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines 
who are· forward deployed or the first to 
deploy. in a crisis - was sharp, it was often 
at the expense of ready follow-on forces. 

Joint Staff officials were hearing more 
stories of planes cannibalized to keep other 
aircraft flying. They were hearing how sol­
diers llnd Marines were working longer 
hours to keep an older fleet of armored per­
sonnel carriers and tanks on the road. They 
were hearing how installation commanders 
were delaying needed maintenance and 
repair of buildings and equipment. 

They were also seeing some of the prob­
lems as many servicemembers voted with 
their feet. Departing mid-level officers and 
NCOs were saying the duty was important, 
but the pay, retirement and other benefits 
were not enough to keep them in uniform. 
The services were losing the skilled men 
and women needed to project American 
force in an uncertain post-Cold War world. 
Healthy economy 

The continued good health of the U.S. 
economy complicated the situation. High­
school graduates were going directly to 
civilian jobs, makmg recruiting tough. The 
Navy and Army, for example, missed their 
fiscal 1998 recruiting goals, and, in fiscal 
1999, the Air Force bought its first TV 
advertising airtime. 

At meetings in "the tank" - the Joint 
Chiefs' Pentagon meeting room - Joint 
Staff officers brought these anecdotal con­
cerns forward. The heads of the unified com­
mands also expressed concern over military 
readiness. The chiefs believed the United 
States could fulfill national security require­
ments, but rising . problems heightened risks 
to U.S. interests. They decided the way to 
address the money issue was to present it as 
a case for sustaining a quality military force. 

Readiness reports finally started backing 
up the anecdotal evidence: The readiness of 
follow-on forces was down, older equip­
ment was breaking down more often, Navy 
ships were sailing undermanned, and the 
Air Force and Navy faced pilot shortages. 

The chairman took the Joint Chiefs' 
concerns to Cohen. In July 1998, Cohen 
concluded that despite efforts to make the 
department more efficient, DoD simply 
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needed more money. He would have to take 
the case directly to the president. 

Cohen, who had always visited service­
members when traveling, went on a series 
of trips to personally assess military readi­
ness and to hear servicemembers' concerns 
and view firsthand some of the problems 
they faced. Trips to Moody Air Force Base, 
Ga., and Fort Drum, N.Y., and the conver­
sations he had there with airmen and sol­
diers convinced him he could not delay fix­
ing these problems. 

On Sept. 15, 1998, President Clinton 
and White House _aides met with Cohen, 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the unified 
command chiefs at Fort McNair here. 
While the meeting was a regularly sched­
uled one for the military leaders, it gave 
them the unusual chance to put readiness 
concerns before the president, representa­
tives of the National Security Council staff 
and the Office of Management and Budget. 

It was a meeting to warn the president of 
a potential "nose dive" in military readi­
ness, Pentagon spokesman Ken Bacon told 
reporters at the time. "It's a meeting about 
the readiness of U.S. forces today and their 
ability to do not only their assignments 
now, but the challenges they might face in 
the future," he said. 

The president came away convinced 
there was a problem. 
Budget boost 

The Joint Chiefs and the services looked at 
"what it would take to make the military com­
pletely well," said a DoD official. They came 
up with $148 billion over six years starting 
with a $20 billion increase in fiscal 2000. 

White House officials felt the $148 bil-

lion was too much. Deputy Defense Secre­
tary John Hamre worked with military lead­
ers to narrow the request to what the chiefs 
felt they "absolutely needed." Pay, changes 
to military retirement and pay table reform 
headed the DoD list. The increase came to 
$112 billion over six years wjth a $12 bil­
lion increase set for fiscal 2000. 

"If you go back to the previous era of 
big pay raises - in 1979, 1980 and 1981 
- you will see defense officials waited .. 
until [the military] was broke and then they 
went to fix it," said a Joint Staff official. 
"What we started to do was look and see 
how we can prevent that. The serious effort 
started nine months ago." 

Just after Thanksgiving, Cohen met with 
National Security Adviser Samuel Berger 
and presented the Pentagon request. Presi­
dent Clinton accepted the budget increase 
and on Jan. 2 announced his decision dur­
ing his weekly radio address. 

"When we give our servicemen and ., 
women a mission, there is a principle we 
must keep in mind," Clinton said in his 
radio address. "We should never ask them 
to do what they are not equipped to do, and 
we should always equip them to do what 
we ask.. The more we ask, the greater our 
responsibility to give our troops the support 
and training and equipment they need." 

On Jan. 19, 1999, President Clinton 
delivered the State of the Union address to 
a packed audience in the U.S. Capitol and 
to an audience of millions throughout the 
United States and the world. "It is time to 
reverse the decline in defense spending that 
began in 1985," he said. (American 
Forces Press Service) 
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Checking for claws ... 
This Bearcat 2 was the hit of the three- tion, covered topics ranging from cur­
day CH-47 User's Conference held in rent fleet issues to future moderniza­
the Sparkman Auditorium last week. tion efforts. The Bearcat was on loan 
The conference, hosted by the CH-47 from the Aviation Technical Test Cen­
Project Manager's Office at PEO Avia- ter at Fort Rucker. 

~ AnnOUncements 

Brotherhood SK 
The annual Brotherhood Rpn 5K will be 
held May 22 at building 3440 across from 
Pagano Gym. Trophies will be awarded for 
the first three places in each age group: 19-
under, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, and 50-over. 
Fee is $10 before April 23 or $12 thereafter 

'" and race day. Registration starts at 8 a.m., 
with the race at 9:30. For more information 
call MSgt. Battle 842-2234, MSgt. McGuire 
876-6427 or 1st Lt. Coe 842-0585. 

Tennis clinic 
A free Tennis Across America clinic is 
scheduled for 9-11 a.m. May 9 at Colonial 
Village Apartments in Research Park; and 
again from 9-11 a.m. May 15 at Bob Jones 
High School. This event is sponsored by 
the U.S. Tennis Association. Be among the 
thousands of players hitting millions of ten­
nis balls in this 10th annual nationwide cel­
ebration of the sport of a lifetime. For more 
information, call the Youth Development 
Association and the Garrett Tennis Acade­
my 464-9906. 

See ANNOUNCEMENTS on page 24 
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"~t ~ ~ ISU2U U9l\tU ry ~ BUICK· (VOLvq 
USED CAR SUPER CENTER 

BUICKS FROM CENTURY. 
1991 BUICK CENTURY 43K miles .................... 5,995 
1994 BUICK CENTURY air, all power .................. $8,995 
1996 BUICK SKYLARK 4 dr.,V6, all power .............. $9,995 
1993 BUICK LESABRE all power .................... $9,995 
1996 BUICK REGAL V6, all power .................. $10,995 
1993 BUICK LESABRE LTD low miles ................ $10,995 
1996 BUICK LESABRE LTD good miles, all power ........ $13,995 

GM PROGRAM CARS 
1998 BUICK SKYLARK ......................... $11,995 
1998 CHEVROLET MALIBU ...................... $13,995 
1998 BUICK CENTURY 3 to choose from ..... Was $15,995 Now $13,995 
1999 BUICK CENTURYs all power. 3 to choose from.Was $17,995 Now $15,995 
1998 BUICK LESABRE 4 to choose from .... Was $17,995 Now .$15,995 

USED CAR LIOUIDATION 
eERTIFED PRE-OWNED BMW'S 

1996 BMW Z-3 auto, leather, white, like brand new, only 9K mi. .$26,995 
1998 BMW 3281 loaded wi sunroof, leather. 4 to choose from .. $33,995 
1997 BMW 5281 like new, only 28K miles .............. $34,995 
1997 BMW 5401 .............................. $42,995 
1993 BMW 325 .............................. $10,995 
1994 BMW 5251 .............................. $22,995 
1995 BMW 7401 ............................. ;$32,995 

OVER $1~OOO,OOO IN INVENTORY 
QUALITY VOLVOS 

1997 VOLVO 960 sedan, sunroof. ................... Was $23,995 Now .$19,995 
1996 VOLVO 960 wagon, white, tan, leather ............... $22,995 
1996 VOLVO 960 wagon •........................... '24,995 
1997 VOLVO 850 GTL wagon, sunroof, leather •...•..•..... '25,995 
1998 VOLVO S-70 GTL loaded ...........•......... $27,995 

SPECIAL rIIV..A/Vl.,..;IIVL:7 rrc:.ALJLlUAt; I £RS 
If Y()l.1 ~--~'lVt_' t1;1(1 F>rl;t)j, Ill', l.lk.< 

• BankrLlptc},f· Sank Reposscssiol1s • Hospital Bills" Slot.v Crcdlf· Tax Liens 

We Can Help Rebuild Your Credit. All You Need ... 
• 1 yi.'>ar job tin-:c or 3 years rehJteo field 

• 1 year residence or 3 years 111 the area· Bankruptcy Discharge 

Most Finance Sources Require "0" Money Down 
Cail or See Jerry Crean,er 

536-3800 or 1-800-264-1073 

1989 TOYOTA CAMRY great condition .................... $5,995 
1993 MERCURY XR7 only ..........................•• $6,995 
1997 DODGE NEON 4 dr., like new ...................... $8,995 
1995 BUICK SKYLARK ............................. $8,995 
1997 SATURN sedan ............................... $9,995 
1993 NISSAN QUEST V6, 7 passenger ................... $9,995 
1996 SATURN SC-2 .............................. $10,995 
1993 ACURA VIGOR ............ : ................. $10,995 
1995 FORD THUNDERBIRD ......................... $10,995 
1997 DODGE STRATUS ............................ $11,995 
1996 HONDA CIVIC sunroof, nice car ................... $11,995 
1997 SATURN SC-2 ............................... $12,995 
1998 NISSAN SENTRA GXE auto, white .................. $12,995 
1996 HONDA ACCORD LX •.•...•••.•••.•.••.•••.•••...•••• Was $14,995 Now .$12,995 
1998 PONTIAC GRAND AM ......................... $13,995 
1994 MARK VIII loaded, extra clean .................... $14,995 
1997 HONDA ACCORD LX 2 dr., sporty .................. $14,995 
1997 FORD MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE low price ............ $14,995 
1998 CHEVY MALIBU LS ........................... $14,995 
1995 BUICK PARK AVENUE ......................... $15,995 
1997 HONDA ACCORD .•....•...••.....•..........•.•...... Was $16,995 Now .$15,995 
1997 HONDA ACCORD ..................................... Was $16,995 Now .$15,995 
1997 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX ......................... $18,995 
1996 CADILLAC DEVILLE Concours Northstar ............. $20,995 
1997 TOYOTA AVALON XLS SPRUCE ................... $20,995 
1996 ACURA 3.2TL ................ , ............. - .$22,995 
1996 LEX US ES-300 sunroof, loaded, CD ................. $22,995 
1995 BMW 740lL like new ........................... $35,995 

CARS FOR AS LOllV' AS $2999 

SPORT UTILITIES 
1997 HONDA PASSPORT 4X4, all power, sunroof,' only 28k mi. $21,995 
1999 DODGE DURANGO 4WD, loaded, only 16K ........ $28,995 

UP TO 72 IVIONTHS FINANCING 

PICKUP TRUCKS 
1993 FORD RANGER ........................... $3, 995 
1993 TOYOTA PICKUP 4X4 ..•.............•..• ~.:.".,Was $12,995 Now .$9,995 
1997 GMC SONOMA XCAB ........ " .............. $12,995 
1997 TOYOTA TACOMA XCAB ................. Jo ••• Was $14,995 Now $13,995 
1998 TOYOTA TACOMA XCAB ................ ,.:~:. Was $15,995 Now . $1 
1996 GMC 1500 XCAB ......... /' ............ $1 
1996 CHEVY C-3500 Dually, Ext Cab, ........ . 

"~t ~ (i) ISU2U U91\tU ry ~ BUICK' <VOxNQ 
DOMESTIC • IMPORTS .,-RUCKS • ~~Qf\TS 

USED CAR S·UPERCENTEA 
536-3800 

UNIVERSITY DR. AT JORDAN LANE 
rn 

.... 
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~ Announcements 
Continued from paQe 23 

catholic community 
Our Lady of the Valley, Catholic Communi­
ty at Bicentennial Chapel announces the 
following: Rosary is recited daily at 11:30 
a.m., followed by either a communion ser­
vice or Mass at noon.... Confirmation will 
be celebrated at 7 p.m. Thursday.... Military 
Council of Catholic Women will meet at 10 
a.m. Friday, followed by the rosary at 11 :30 
and Mass at noon. Business meeting will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. May 11, with a potluck 
dinner to follow. 

Resource managers 
The American Society of Military Comp­
trollers will have its annual picnic at 11 
a.m. May l3 at the Col. Carroll Hudson 
Recreation Area. Menu includes quarter 
chicken, baked beans, potato salad, slaw, 
bread, and soft drink. There will be games 
and door prizes. Bring your lawn chair and 
blanket and get ready to relax and have fun 
in the sun. Cost is $2 for members, $5 for 
non-members. Get your ticket by close of 
business Thursday. For reservations call 
Janet Siersma 955-3890. Volunteers are 
still needed. For more information or to 
volunteer, call Tammy Moore 876-3033. 

three scholarships of $1,000 each to college 
students pursuing a degree related to con­
tract or procurement management or to 
NCMA members pursuing the UAH Con­
tract Management Certificate Program. 
Applications are due by May 31. For more 
information, call Patsy Robinson 837-8004. 

Sergeants major 
The Sergeants Major Association will hold its 
monthly meeting May 20 from 6:30-7:30 in 
the morning at the Radisson Suite Hotel on 
South Memorial Parkway. For more informa­
tion, call Sgt. Maj. Marvin Whitted 842-2879. 

. AER cookout 
ATACMS-BAT wiII hold its third annual 
Army Emergency Relief car wash/cookout 
from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. May l3 at the 
PEO Tactical Missiles building 5250 at the 
northwest corner. Let the project office 
wash your car while you have lunch. Menu 

. includes haIl)burgers, hot dogs, chips, 
drinks and baked desserts. 

Health center 
For military beneficiaries: Fox Army 
Health Center is registering participants for 
the weight control program, "A Lifetime of 
Weight Control and Fitness." Unlike diet 
programs that typically fail and make us 
"fatter," this program has proven success. 
This program is a nutrition education pro­

Memorial scholarship gram as well as a weight control program. 
Huntsville Chapter of the National Contract . Be advised, you will not lose weight quick­
Management Association may award up to ly. Instead, you will begin making perma-

nent, realistic changes in your eating and 
exercise habits- changes that will become 
a natural part of your lifestyle. It may take 
six months, a year, or more to reach your' 
personal goals, but you will maintain them 
for a lifetime. Past participants have rated 
the program as excellent and stated "the 
program was excellent ·and helped me a 
lot," and "I really learned a lot to help me 
with my making my heart healthy for life." 
Classes are scheduled from 12:30 to 2 p.m. 
on Tuesdays, beginning May 18 and contin­
uing until Aug. 17. To register call the Pub­
lic Health and Edqcation Center 842-0196. 

Asian Pacific contest 
As a tribute to this year's Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month, the AMCOMI 
OMMCS EEOIEO Office will sponsor an 
essay and display contest. Essays should be 
double spaced, two pages or less, and per­
tain to this year's theme, "Celebrating Our 
Legacy." Essays can be faxed or mailed to 
arrive at either office by close of business 
May l3: Commander, Aviation and Missile 
Command, Attn: AMSAM-EO (SFC Pugh); 
or Commandant, OMMCS, Attn: ASTK­
AE (SFC Quesenberry). The fax numbers 
are 876-8947 or 842-6853. Organizations 
that set up a static display should have them 
in place by close of business May l3 and 
must notify either office of the location and 
point-of-contact to ensure that your dis­
plays will be evaluated. Judging will take 
place May 14; and a representative should 
be available for questions and photos. 

May 5,1999 

Plaques will be awarded for the top two 
essays and trophies to the top three displays 
May 25 during the Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month luncheon at the Redstone Arsenal 
Club from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more 
information, call SFC Pugh 876-8648 or 
SFC Quesenberry 876-9224. 

Alcoholics anonymous 
An Alcoholics Anonymous group meets 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. in Sparkman Centt» 
building 5304, room 4309. For more infor­
mation, call the AA central office 885-0323. 
The Redstone Arsenal Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous meets each Wednesday at noon 
and Friday at 5:15 p.m. in room 11 of the 
Bicentennial Chapel. 

Wireless networks 
University of Cincinnati professor Dharma 
Agrawal will give a talk on "Wireless and 
Mobile Networks," Friday from 1O:30-noon 
at Quality Research, 4901-D Corporatt 
Drive. RSVP to Diane Patch 955-3498. 

Thrift Shop jobs 
The Thrift Shop is trying to fill ,the following 
job vacancies: Assistant manager- must 
have knowledge in retail &ales, computer 
skills, organi,zational skills, interfacing with 
volunteers and paid staff. Bookkeeper­
must have knowledge in bookkeeping, 
familiar with Quicken or Q'uickbooks, pay­
roll, data entry. Applicati6~s for either job 
are available at the Thrift Shop during oper­
ating hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday an" 

- fRIDAY MAY 7Tlii IIY ITI- 2500 Jlrdan1a NW - Huntslille, 11 35111 -
STOP BY & REGISTER FOR GIVEAWAY OF CRUISE, LAND VACATION, SET OF TIRES & OTHER SERVICES. 
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Bacilli Silll,'at,r Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
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~ Announcements 
Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday. The deadline is Fri­
day. For more information ca\1 Sheila Torongeau, manag­
er, 881-6992. 

Red Cross youth 
The Redstone Red Cross Summer Youth Program will hold 
its teen orientation at 5:30 p.m. May 11 at the Red Cross 
Chapter House, Huntsvi\1e. Teens age 14 and older with a 
valid military ID are eligible to participate in the program. 
For information call the Red Cross Chapter House 536-0084. 

NCO graduation 
The NCO Academy will hold a graduation ceremony for 
the Basic NCO Course at 9 a.m. Friday in the graduation 
hall of building 3329, The public is invited. For more 
information, call SFC Timothy Capers 955-7954. 

Masters degrees 
Nova Southeastern University will hold a registration meeting 
for its Master of Business Administration program at 6 p.m. Fri­
day at Calhoun Community College, classroom 51 at 102 Wynn 
Drive. Attend classes on alternate weekends; complete degree 
requirements in 18 months; leam from doctorally-qualified fac­
ulty; classes are held in Huntsville beginning in July. To RSVP 
or for more information call 800-672-7223, extension 5039. 

Research symposium 
The Army Materiel Systems Analysis Activity (AMSAA) is 
sponsoring the 38th Army Operations Research Sympo­
sium, "Reshaping Army OR for the 21st Century Opera­
tional Challenge;" at Fort Lee, Va., Oct. 19-20. There will 
be tutorials and registration Oct. 18. Abstracts of unclassi­
fied papers must arrive at AMSAA by June 4 to be consid-' 
ered for presentation. Submit requests for registration by 
July 23. Information and forms are available at the AORS 
website, http://amsaa-web.arl.mil/aors <http://amsaa-web. 
arl.mil/aors>, from selected organizational point-of-con­
tacts, and from Jean Smith, Command Analysis, 313-0379. 

Marine Corps league 
The Marine Corps League will hold its monthly meeting 
May 11 at the American Legion on Drake Avenue. Refresh­
ments at 6:30 p.m., fo\1owed by the meeting at 7. All pre­
sent and past Marines are encouraged to attend. 

Astronomical society 
The Von Braun Astronomical Society will hold a "career 
day" program at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the planetarium in 
Monte Sano State Park. For more information, call Mitzi 
Adams 464-0945. 

Plastic modelers 
Huntsville Plastic Modeler's Society will meet tonight at 7 
at the Recreation Center, building 3711. For more infor­
mation, call 851-6842. 

Red Cross blood program 
Friday- building 5400, from 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., call 
Pepper Takayama 313-2381.... May 10- building 3411, 
832nd Ordnance Battalion, from 4-8 a.m., 1st Sgt. Berger 
842-0608.... May 13- building 5309, first floor, room 
9128, from 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Zaklyyah Shakoor 876-

"99 IVIc.nt.e. 
Auto. va. PovverPa.ck. CD 

only $22,799 --
'Tony lVIoore. 

lVIITSUBISHI 
725 I~'L'lHin.e Rd_ S_ '-'7_ 
r-:'iI.."eatur ..35.3-..3121 
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8136, Jean Hicks 876-2944 or Betty Mountain 313-1779 .... 
May 14- C Company, 832nd Ordnance Battalion, from 
4:30-8 a.m., Lt. Smith 876-6697; building 6260, from 8-
noon, Kathey Brooks 876-0351; building 4488, from 7 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., Fran King Wilburn 842-7533 .... May 21-
building 4752, NASA, from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Edwina 
Bressette 544-8115 .... May 28- building 5681, from 7-
noon, Susan Zimmerly 313-4163; Corps of Engineers, 7-
noon, Donna Smiley 895-1760; SMDC, Wynn Drive, room 
1 C 400, from 8 a.m. to I p.m., Al Longhi 955-5901. 

federal retirees 
The National Association of Retired Federal Employees will 
meet Saturday at the Senior Center on Drake Avenue. 
Refreshments at 9:30 a.m., program at 10. Scheduled speak­
er is Gary Pledger, regional director of Bell South phone 
company. For more information, call 837-0382 Of 881-3168. 

·Mr. Man quest 
Samuel Brown Productions is looking for men interested in partici­
pating in the annual Mr. Man Premiere, held at the Redstone Arsenal 
Club Sept 3. Selected men will be judged on style, finesse, person­
ality and performance for the title of Mr. Man. Anyone interested in 
being a contestant, female model for the show or working with the 
production aspect should call Brown 233-4702 or pager 650-7736. 

Comedy theater 
Theatre 'Round the Corner presents 'The Moving of Lilla 
Barton," May 7-29. Lilla Barton is the congregation's for­
mer minister's widow, set on living out her days in the 
church rectory but the congregation has already promised it 
to the new pastor and his family. This is a delightful yet pas­
sionate Southern comedy. Featured dinner and theater nights 
on May 14-15 will take on a church social atmosphere with 
Bubba's providing the covered dishes. For ticket informa- -
tion, call 539-7529. Discounted tickets are also available at 
the Recreation Center with an Arsenal identification badge. 

Surplus sale 
A sealed bid sale of surplus property will be held May 17 at 
the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office (DRMO), 
building 7405. Property inspection and bid submission are 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. May 12-14. Verbal bids will not be accepted. 
Submit bids by fax (876-9634), Internet (www.drms.dla.mil), 
mail, or by hand· delivery. Catalogs will not be mailed but are 
available at building 7415. For more information, call 
Donna Davis 842-2570 or Elizabeth Couch 842-9474. 

See ANNOUNCEMENTS on page 26 

Howard Bentley 
Announces Arrival of the 

I 

JOth Anniversary 
1999 Pontiac TransAm 

The commemorative, limited edition 1999 
Firebird TransAm will excite sports car enthusiasts 
everywhere with the power and performance they 
have come to expect. The TransAm legend is 
reborn with its 5.7 liter V-8 with Ram Air,induction 
and 320 horsepower. In Arctic White with the 
broad blue striping of the original 1969 TransAm, 
and only 1,000 in the US, this car is a true 
collector's dream. 

Features include: power rack-and-pinion 
steering, rear wheel drive, next generation dual air 
bags, cruise control, air, remote keyless entry and 
audible theft-deterent system, remote hatch 
release. Full length console and full power group 
including antenna pn\·'"'er windows with driver's 

--I~ ~ lr+ 

-,--

Performance and handling package includes 
Ram Air Induction, specifically tuned suspension 
and dual outlet polished exhaust. 

Wheels are medium blue-tinted clear coat Hi­
polished 17"x9", 5 spoke with 30th Anniversary 
emblem. Interior features include white leather 
seating with embroidered 30th Anniversary, dark 
gray interior. Stereo system is complete with the 
MonSoon series AM/FM with CD player and 10 
disc Changer, high performance 8 speaker system. 

Pontiac backs every 1999 Firebird with extensive 
3 year/36,000 mile warranty and 24-hour roadside 
assistance. 

This spedal, limited edition TransAm is here for 
your inspection and ready for delivery at $35,995 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Continued from page 25 

Special forces 
Special Forces is looking 
for professional enlisted 
and officer volunteers. If 
you are an enlisted soldier 
in pay grade E-4 through E-
7 with a GT score of 100 or 
higher, or you are a com­
missioned officer in year 
group 1993 through 1997, 
you can apply for Special 
Forces training. For more 
information on Special 
Forces, access the web page 
at: www-benning.army. 
miVfbhome/SForce/index.h 
tml or call the Special 
Forces Recruiting Team at 
Fort Benning, Ga., (706) 
545-3079 or DSN 835-
3079. Capt. Thomas 
Jarzen, SFC David Boyer 
and SFC Andy Wilson can 
answer your questions. 

Federal law makes it illegal to 
advertise any preference, limita­
tion or discrimination in housing 
based on race, color, religion or 
national origin. The Redstone 
Rocket will not knowingly accept 
advertising that is in violation of 
the law, and readers and adver­
tisers are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised in this 
paper are available on an equai 
opportunity basis. 
According to the Inspector Gen­
eral, the use of office phone 
numbers in classified advertising 
is contrary to regulation. Please 
submit home phone numbers 
only. 

Autos/Trucks , -
'99 Buick Le Sabre. Custom­
loaded, less than 1K mi. 
$21,000.256-586-4896. 

'97 Buick Riviera. V6, auto., 
pearl white, tan leather int., 
AM/FM/CD, 28K, exec. condo 
$23,000. 256-232-5831. 

'97 Ford Taurus GL. Exc. 
cond.; 4dr, auto/pwr, new tires, 
non-smoker, Firestone inspect­
ed, see at S. Pkwy. lot. $9,850. 
883-1510. 

'96 Honda Accord LX. Must 
sell, 4dr, 5sp, full pwr, 
CD/FM/AM/cass., 58K, like 
new. $1500 below book. 882-
9062. 

'96 Mitsubishi Eclipse GS. 
2dr, green, auto., AC, 
AM/FM/cass., roof, 30K mi., 
exc. condo $12,825 OBO. 256-
881-7295. 

'93 Ford Escort. Station 
wagon, red, 90K mi, as is, good 
working condo $2,500 OBO. 
852-8516, Glenn. 

'93 Mustang Convertible GT. 
Exc. cond., 64K mi., leather 
interior, all power, new top. 
$11,500. 658-1840 or 233-
1840. 

'92 Mercedes 190E. White 
ext.!light gray int., gorgeous 
car, 99K mi. Avg retail $12,000. 
Asking $10,000.883-6894. 
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Leave 
the k' • Rar Ing 

to US! 
Park with Thrifty Car Rental on 
your next trip out-of-town and 
leave all your cares behind. 
Thrifty provides convenient and 
affordable parking in a fenced lot. 
Our friendly staff provides 
comfortable shuttle service to and 
from the airport. For worldwide 
reservations contact your 
professional travel agent or call 
1-800-FOR-CARS ® 

(1-800-367 -2277). 

Madison/Airport 
9300 Hwy.20 West 

772-9653 
Rentals Only 

.J 

Huntsville 
Sparkman Dr. • 895-2850 

South Parkway • 880-0597 

Decatur 
350-1699 

Sheffield 
386·7368 

...... 
't •• Thrifty features quality products from the DaimlerChrysler Corporation and other fine cars. A licensee of Thnfty Rent-A·Car Syslem, Inc 

'91 Dodge Stealth ES. 88K 
mi., good cond., new tires. 
$6,400. (256) 534-1733. 

'91 Toyota Supra. Auto, 
removable top, AM/FM/cass., 
129K mi. $9,000 OBO. 971-
1983. 

'90 Ford Ranger. White, 5 spd, 
AC, bed liner, camper shell, 
long bed, alloy wheels, runs 
great, 119K mi. $2,300 OBO 
721-0402. 

'90 Honda Civic LX. Loaded, 
high reliability, 4dr, PW, PD, 
auto, great condition. well­
maintained, blue, 130K mi. 
$3,400. 837-9371. 

'89 Ford F150 4X2 Pickup. 1/2 
ton, blue, 5 spd, 6 cyl, PS, PB, 
AC, 134K mi., LWB. Asking 
$3,500 OBO. 859-0348. 

'89 GMC Sierra SLE. 350, 
auto, all power and air, 
AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, 108K 
mi., custom paintlint.!wheels. 
$7,900. 256-232-6262. 

leds ,.... 
'89 Toyota Supra. White, dark 
blue int., AC, all pwr, Alpine 
stereo and alarm, great cond., 
153K mi. $4,200. 379-4460. 

'86 Olds 88. 3.8L, 115K mi., 
runs very good. $1,500. 880-
8012. 

'83 Z-28 Camaro Roadster. 2 
seat, retractable hardtop, facto­
ry conversion, very rare and fun 
investment automobile. $9,500 
080 or trade! 931-5032. 

'80 Honda Accord. 4 dr., auto 
or 5 spd. Needs some mechan­
ical repair. $400 as is. 883-
6115 after 6 p.m. 

'79 Ford Fairmont. 4 cyl, PS, 
PB, 70K orig. mi. $1,200 OBO. 
46'1-7622. 

'75 Ford F-150 Supercab 
Truck. 390, V8, auto., runs well 
but rusty. Must sell-too many 
cars. $700 OBO. 721-6481. 

'67 Mustang Fastback. Par­
tially restored. $6,000 080. 
Will consider trading for truck. 
881-2687. 

'57 Chevy Bel Air SW. Body, 
frame & all accessories includ­
ed. $1,900.883-1631. 

Boats &.RVs 

'96 Chris Craft Ski Boat. 17', 
190 HP V6. $10,995. More 
details at http://people.goplay. # 

com/r_mason, email: jrma­
son@airnet.netor phone: (256) 
878-9463. 

'91 Yamaha 650 Waverunner. 
Exc. condo w/trailer. $1,750. 
882-9449. 

'90 FS 1200 Yamaha motorcy­
cle. Midnight blue, new clutch, 
fork seals, exc. condo Asking 
$3,000 OBO. 895-0348. 

'89 19' Welcraft 3.2 Mercruiser 
in/out board, $4,500. 2 super 
single waterbeds w/drawers, 
$100 each. 828-4972. # 

Classified Advertising is an 
inexpensive way to sell your 
unwanted items. Call 539-9828 
to place your ad today. 

519·9995' 2223 S. Mem.Parkway 

1994 BMW 
$18,500 

1993 Nissan Alfima 
$7,500 
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1995 Chevy Corvette 1994 Chevy C1500 4x4 
$21~,900 Low Miles 

IIC.. $14~500 

1994 Chevy Blazer 
$8,395 

1997 Ford Escort 
$8,995 

PRIME COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

• Over 800 feet 
frontage on 
Highway 431 

• Average Daily 
Traffic Count of 
26,570 per day 

• 27.39 Prime 
Acreage Selling 
in 18 Tracts 
from .5± to 5± 
Acres 

• New Wal-Mart Super Store just 1/4 mile from property on Hwy. 431 
• City water available to all tracts 
• City sewage available to most tracts 

18 Tracts Selling to the Highest Bidders Regardless of Price! 

Tuesday, May 25 
11:00 AM 

2% Broker Participation 

411~oIJ!!i 
AudionurJ of America J Premier Propertiu 

108 Fountain Ave .. Gadsden, AL 35901 
(256) 546-5217 . J. Craig King. CAl #354 

For a Free Brochure Call 1·800·999·0749 ext. 329 
. .. . , www.jpking.com 



May 5,1999 Redstone Rocket 
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'86 Bayliner. 21 ft. Ciera Cruis­
er, exc. cond., low hrs, Volvo 
Penta 225, radio, depthfinder, 
trim tabs, compass, trailer. 
$8,900 OBO. 837-1785 Howard. 

'82 Honda Magna V-45 750cc 
motorcycle. Must sell. $1,200. 
256-536-2424, Iv. msg. 

17' Glasspar Fiberglass Boat. 
Trailer, 140 hp, inboard/out­
board, carpet and plywood 

Computer 386/win3.1. Moni­
tor, printer, modem, 40mhd,' 
manuals, lots of floppies. $45 
533-4672. 

Defiance 31" Fireplace Insert 
w/blowers. Takes logs up to 22", 
exc. condo New $1050, asking 
$550. (256) 498-3720. 

... ~;~~c:~4_~~~~~ prop. $2,500. 

Dove Tail Trailer. 84"x18'3", 
14,000 Ibs. cap., brakes on both 
axles, 1 1/2 yr old, 10 ply tires. 
$2,900. 461-7442. 

Free To Good Home. Beagle, 
female, 8-10 months, white, 
brown & black, very friendly & 
loveable. Found in Morgan City. 
256-498-5520. 

12' Aluminum "V" Hull boat. 5 
1/2 hp, Johnson motor and trail­
er, all in exc. condo $600 OBO. 
837-1834. 

22' Cuddy Cabin Cruiser. VIP 
Special, completely restored, 
custom tandem trailer w/surge 
brakes. Too many extras to list. 
$15,000. (256) 837-5303. 

Miscellaneous 

Apple Computer Performa 
550. Modem and software. 
$350. 880-7788. 

Bookcase, Gray Metal. 3 sec­
tions, glass fronts, first $35. 
880-8681. 

Butterfly Bushes, Mosquito 
plants, lantana & hydrangeas. 
Jimmy's Greenhouse. 233-
0247. 1-800-25-SHRUBS. 

Canondale T-700 Touring 
Bike. Like new. $400 OBO. 722-
2102. 

Garage Door Opener. 1/3 hp, 
Overhead Door brand, 2 remote 
controls. $20. 464-3189 after 5 pm. 

Glock Model 26 9mm semi­
auto pistol. Like new, in box. 
$465. 881-6773. 

In-WalVCeiling Speakers. 60 
watts, 30 Hz-20kHz, 2 pairs 
available. $115 per pair, new in 
box. 722-8288, Ron. 

JBL Home Theater Speaker 
System. Five individual satel­
lites plus powered subwoofer. 
$250. 534-8205. 

Moving. Must Sell. 6 piece' 
swing set, 2 yrs. old. $75. 464-
7029. 

Murray Riding Mower. 18 hp, 
B&S engine, 46" cut, auto. 
trans., grass catcher, 1995 
model, exc. condo $975. 461-
1401. 

, --------------------
Oblong Cherry Coffee Table, 
$45. Small computer table/ 
desk, $12. 881-6118. 

.... 

Ceiling Fan. 52", 3spd, 
reversible w/light fixture, exc. 
condo $29.883-6951. 

Collectibles And More Auction. 
May 8, 1-3 pm, Messiah Luther­
an Church, 7740 Hwy. 72W, 
Madison. Beanies, sports items, 
autographs, coin sets and more. 
Refreshments /childcare. 

Piano. Vertical Kimball Con­
solette. Used. $500. 882-5450, 
John or Susan. 

Photography Studio Lights, 
meter, power pack, $15. 
Propane gas logs w/grate, 
never used, $25. Children's 
pool table set, $5. 350-8764. 

"\ViII Finance 
$100 Off With This Ad 

Omni 
Realty, Inc. 
3816 Bob Wallace Ave. 

Huntsville, AL 35805 
539-3033 

Fax 539-1521 
Tom Southerland 

679-16223 

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Duplexes For Sale 
Tenants in Place 

Call Tom For Details 

2604 Cave Ave. 
$44,000 

1406 Highland Ave. 
s-r0,000 

Precious Memories Consign­
ment & Thrift Shoppe @ 6210-E 
Old Madison Pike (next to 
GEICO) is now open, 11 am-5 
pm. (256) 895-8141. 

Riding Lawnmower. 11 hp, 
36" cut, well cared for, covered 
from weather, need bigger 
machine. Asking only $350. 
882-1399. 

Sharp Carousel II Microwave 
oven. Large capacity, 900W, 
exc. condo $75. 536-3675. 

"The Annals of America." 
American history from 1493-
1928, 14 volumes, $150 OBO. 
423-2519. 

Used Raleigh Technium. Per­
fect cond., 12 spd, 21" frame. 
$200.722-9250. 

Ashton Place Apts. Fully fur­
nished corporate apartments, 
flexible lease terms, 1 & 2 BR 
apts. 881-5403, Gate #1. 

Buying or selling? Start your 
home search on-line. Visit my 
website at www.victorenglert. 
com for all of your real estate 
needs. Call me direct at 533-
3647 ext: 176. 

Enjoy Luxury Living! 2 BR,2 
BA Condo., all appliances and 
much more. Prime location. 
Only $52,900 or $550/month 
(rent). 830-1927. 

EQUITY SAVING PROGRAM! 
Guaranteed to save thousands 
$$$$. Equity accrues 3 times 
faster. No refinancing. No out of 
pocket cost. Call 1-800-864-
9999 Pin#83056. 

For Rent: Clean 2 BR, 1 1/2 
BA, fully remodeled, central 
AlC, gas heat, all appliances, 
one car garage, privacy fence, 
std. cable included, and more. 
$525 per month, $525 deposit. 
539-2951. 

FREE LIST OF HOMES! No 
Money Down! 100% Financ­
ing! Payments Less than $575 
mo. Call Victor Today. 533-3647 
j'lxt. 176. 

House FSBO: 2000 Tucker. 
1512 sq. ft., 3 BR, 2 BA, eat-in 
kit., LR, enclosed garage, Ig. lot, 
$50,000.464-5878. 

HUD & VA. Repossessed 
homes. Hud pays closing costs. 
$500 down on VA homes. Joe 
Jensen Realty. 830-0821. 

Large Country Lot with great 
view in nice residential area, 
perked, uti I. Toney 852-1180. 
Price negotiable. 

Lease or Sale. Nice large, 
4BRl21/2BA, LR, GR, den, FP, 
DR, ElK, 2-car, new HVAC. 
$850 mo. Avail. now. 3513 Mag­
gie, NW. Lv. msg: 720-
7533/(05) 856-8393 eve. 

Nice one bedroom apartment 
completely furnished, includes 
washer/dryer, utilities, linens 
and all kitc~en supplies. Non 
smoker. $375imonth. 852-7230. 

HOW TO PLACE REDSTONE ROCKET 

CLASSIFIED 
ADS 

Free cJassifieds 
(limited to 20 words) 

are provided to all Redstone Arsenal 
personnel. PERSONAL ITEMS ONLY 
REAL ESTATE, BUSINESS AND 

"FOR PROFIT" DO NOT QUALIFY 
FOR THIS FREE OFFER. 

Only one ad per we~k from an individual 
Ads must be mailed, delivered, or faxed to 

The Advertiser Company, 
3315 Bob Wallace Ave., Suite 106 

Huntsville AL 35805 
FAX (256) 539-9866 by 5 p.m. Friday 

prior to Wednesday's paper. 

FOR COMMERCIAL AD RATES 
CALL (256) 539-9828 -----.- ~ .... -. run the following non-commerctal classtfted ad In the next 1 tion of the Redstone Rocket: I 

fease print or write legibly ('ncl:'n~ h~~h~~O~ = = = = = = = - I 
1----- ---- _______________ 1 

I=~~_~-====~-------- ______ I 
1------------------------1 
IName __________ 1 

1 IHome 
IAddress 1 

Redstone 
1 affiliation I 
IDaytime phone no. (not to be included in ad) I 

1..----------.1 

1 BRl1 BA Condo For Sale. 
Good central location near 
Drake Arsenal entrance. Appli­
ances included, clean. $29,900. 
Call (256) 551-0223. 

3 SR, 2 112 BA, Gate 3 Red­
stone Road. Huge porch, huge 
patio, 19 trees, 3/4 acre, work­
shop, 24x16 grandmother house, 
heat, air. $117,000.885-0521. 

3023 Andros, Near Arsenal . 
New siding, flooring, central AlC 
& heat, 3 BR, fenced, assum­
able loan, refrigerator, stove, 
landscaping, storm windows. 
533-1323. 

Wanted To Buy: Doublewide 
used mobile home with fire­
place. 852-3987. 

ZERO $ to Move into a New 
Home! Beautiful brick, 3 
BR/2BA, two car garage on 
large lot. Builder pays all closing 
costs. 100% financing. Only 
$570/mo. Call Victor today. 533-
3647 ext. 176. 

Services 

C&C Office Relocation Ser­
vices, LLC. "Movers Who Care" 
Weekend moves available. 
Government credit cards 
accepted. (800) 426-7060. 
www.redstonemoves.freeserver 
s.com 

Hengler Heating & AC. Fast, 
courteous, professional service. 
(256) 828-9190. 

Crime' 
stop 

842·2458 
Confidential Reporting 
of Suspected Criminal 

or Suspicious 
Activities. 

Investigations 
Redstone 
Arsenal 
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Ride Dee's Winning Fun Bus 
to Tunica every Sat. and Wed. 
Bus fare, $20. Two free meals. 
$15 in coins. It's the best! 536-
0205. 

Employment 

No Weekends, No Evenings, 
No holidays. If you like coffee 
and enjoy meeting people, then 
this fun job is for you. Applica­
tions being accepted for part­
time pOSitions at the Redstone 
Arsenal, Sparkman Center 
Espresso Bar, located in Bldg. 
5302, cafeteria entrance. Open 
M-F 6:30-3:30. For further infor­
mation call 721-7772, evenings. 

For 
Advertising 
Infof'lnation 

cali 
The Advertiser Co. 

539·9828 

Saturday, May 15th 2PM 
5 Bedroom Home 

With Pool In Beautiful 
Dogwood Valley 
Just Minutes 

South Of Huntsville 
139 Douglas 

Features Galore! 
This Home Has 5 Bedrooms, 
Study, Lots Of Ceramic Tile 
Floors, New Paint, New 
Wallpaper, New Carpet, New 
Light Fixtures, Master Suite with 
Study, Glamour Bath, Walk-In 
Closets, Large Kitchen With 

_Fireplace, Screened in Back 
Porch, 2 Car Carport, 
Workshop plus Beautiful 
Inground Swimming Pool and 
Beautiful Wooded Lot. Quiet & 
Peaceful Yet Very Convenient. 
Directions: From Huntsville, 
Go South On The Parkway 
Across The Tennessee River, 
Left Into Dogwood Valley At The 
Foot Of Brindlee Mountain. See 
Horton Auction Signs. 
Terms: The Winning Bidder is 
To Pay 15% Down AI The 
Auction, Balance Due Within 30 
Days. 5% Buyers Premium. 
Title Conveyed By Warranty 
Deed. For More Details Or 
Inspection Call Horton Auction 
Company . 

For The BEST PRICES ... 
CALL NOW! 

1-800-805-1564 
robertsgroup@united.net 
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