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Will we land Space Based Laser? 
BMDO director to decide among final 
four candidate sites as early as May 
By Skip Vaughn 

Good news could come in late May for 
Team Redstone. 

That's when Air Force Lt. Gen. Ronald 
Kadish, director of the Ballistic Missile 
Defense Organization, may decide on the 
site for the Space Based Laser test facility. 
Redstone Arsenal is among the final candi­
dates for the facility which will represent a 
multibillion dollar program and employ 
more than 200 people. 

"Redstone is one of four sites of an orig­
inal 300 or more sites that is being consid­
ered for the Space Based Laser test facili­
ty," said Mark Burroughs, project manager 
in the Master Planning Office, Environment 
and Public Works Directorate. "SBL is a 
defense system that is satellite based. It 
orbits and protects from global air strikes." 

The four finalists include Redstone; 
Stennis Test Center, Miss.; and Cape 
Canaveral and Kennedy Space Center in 

Florida. 
A team consisting of the Aviation and 

Missile Command, Marshall Space Flight 
Center, City of Huntsville and other 
Defense Department agencies has part­
nered as Team Redstone to offer supporting 
facilities, technical assets and infrastructure 
to support the SBL program. 

On March 14, Team Redstone served as 
host for a visit by Sen. Jeff Sessions (R­
Ala.) along with Kadish and key staff to 
discuss the SBL program. The visit includ­
ed briefings concerning the Redstone com­
munity and its capabilities that are available 
to support the program. The visitors toured 
the facilities and transportation capabilities. 

This visit was part of the final analysis 
of the potential sites and will lead to a deci­
sion as early as late May, according to 
Kadish. The program is managed by the 
Ballistic Missile Defense Organization, 
based in Washington; and the Air Force is 
the executing agent. 

Courtesy graphic 

TEST FACILlTY- This is an artist's concept of the test facilities for Space Based 
Laser. 

The SBL lifecycle budget is estimated at 
$20-30 billion. The program would employ 
200-300 people onsite, not including the 
construction phase and spinoff support 
requirements. 

A joint team consIstmg of Boeing, 
Lockheed Martin, and TRW has been 
awarded the responsibility for executing the 
fielding of the system. 

See Laser on page 9 

Celebrating military children 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

SLIP SLIDING AWAY- Children at the 
Child Development Center are looking 
forward to marching in the Month of the 
Military Child Parade next week. Having 
a little playground fun on the slide are 
Romeo Pleasure, front, son of Dorinda 
Pleasure, and coming down ri,ght behind 
him, Breonn Pooler, son of SSgt. Debra 
and Maxie Pooler. 

Month of the Military Child kicks off with parade at Child Development Center April 3 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

ON THE MOVE- The weather was per­
fect for a quick lap around the CDC play­
ground for Denetria Crowder, daughter 
of SFC Darryl and Sharon Crowder. 

By Sandy Riebeling 

April is the Month of the Military 
Child; and Child and Youth Services 
is ready to kick up its heels and have 

a little fun. There will be an Olympics day, 
talent show, block party, egg hunt and to 
round up the month, western day. 

The celebration kicks off with a parade 
April 3 at 10 a.m. Children will assemble at 
the CDC next to the Bicentennial Chapel and 
march around the area then back to the center. 

"We want to get everyone involved this 
year," Marian Anderson-Caudle said. 
"We're expecting more than 100 children 
from the CDC, 40 or so from Family Child 
Care and another 40 from the New Parent 
Support Group, to march in the parade. It's 
a great chance for us all to get together and 
show our support, for each other and for 
military families." 

Caudle is the Child and Youth Services 

training and curriculum specialist responsi­
ble for coordinating the special events and 
activities for' the Month of the Military 
Child. 

Youth Services will sponsor a talent 
show the evening of April 7. The talent 
search is in full swing. Children ages 4-18 
are welcome to perform but must register 
their act by April 3. The show begins at 
6:30 p.m. at the Youth Center. 

"The talent show is a lot of fun," Caudle 
said. "If you haven't eved been, or been in 
it, I would recommend it. The kids have a 
great time and there are a lot of laughs." 

The following weekend is jam-packed 
with games, activities, sports and more with 
Olympics Day on April 14 and the Block 
Party April 15. 

"Our Olympics will be at the Babe Ruth 
field next to the Bicentennial Chapel," 
Caudle said. "The kids get out there and 

See Children on page 9 
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Letters to the editor 

E-mail usage rules explanation 

A re there any rules on sending e­
mails using the SPARKMAN­
MLR address, which reaches vir­

tually everyone in the Sparkman Center? 
There was an e-mail recently sent to 

that address concerning a credit card that 
was found. The name of the person was 
obviously on the credit card. I looked in 
the e-mail address book and that person 
was listed. Why not just contact that per­
son directly? There was another recent e­
mail to the SPARKMAN-MLR address 
concerning a check that was found. The 
person's name on the check was in the e­
mail address book and their phone number 
could be found through the Redstone 
homepage on the Internet. My question is 
why send an e-mail to virtually everyone in 
the Sparkman Center for something that 
only concerns one person - especially 
when it's relatively easy to find that person 
with a minimum amount of effort. Why 
disturb thousands of people for no reason? 

Other e-mails sent through this address 
include death announcements, meeting 
notices, or mentioning that some poor soul 
in a maroon Ford left their lights on. I 
thought we had a Community Bulletin 
Board for this sort of thing! It would prob­
ably be cheaper to let someone's battery 
go dead than to disturb several thousand 
people, who would have no idea who 
owned such a vehicle anyway. 

Sending an e-mail using the SPARK-

MAN-MLR comes with a great deal of 
responsibility. Thousands of e-mails are 
sent through servers tying up limited 
memory. Valuable time is wasted by peo­
ple who have to open and delete these 
messages when they have absolutely noth­
ing to do with them. A little thought needs 
to be given before hitting that send button! 

I think some rules over the use of the 
SPARKMAN-MLR address need to be 
implemented. Everyone should not be 
allowed to use this address. There should 
be a central clearinghouse where someone 
with a minimum of common sense can 
decide whether or not a particular e-mail 
needs to go to everyone! Remember -
just say "no" to junk e-mail! 

Name withheld by request . 

Editor's note: Bob Garfield, of the 
AMCOM Legal Office, provided the fol­
lowing response. "The letter makes some 
good points. The e-mail subject matters 
the employee describes are permitted by 
the Joint Ethics Regulation and our com­
mand policy, which is based on the JER. 
JER 2-301a (2) (e) provides that commu­
nications of this nature should not over­
burden the communication system, such as 
broadcasts and group mailings, and create 
no significant additional cost to the 
agency. The letter writer is correct; com­
mon sense must prevail in the circum­
stances described." 

Forty years service ... Faye Yates/RASA 

Col. Steven Hamilton, Redstone Arsenal Support Activity commander, presents 
James Beadenkopf with a 40·year federal service certificate and pin at a recent cer· 
emony. Beadenkopf was active duty military for 25112 years and retired in 1982. His 
civil service career began in Fort Stewart, Ga., the same year. In 1985, he transferred 
to Redstone Arsenal where he worked in the Integrated Materiel Management 
Center. He has worked at RASA as a general supply specialist since 1989. 
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Providing optional service 

I
have to agree with the person who 
wrote about the baggers. By the time 
you pay a surcharge and a bagger, we 

really don't get a benefit from shopping 
at the commissary. And if the baggers are 
licensed, why aren't they taught to bag 
the groceries correctly? It is really irritat­
ing when you have given someone $5-
plus to bag and carry your groceries to 
find flat loaves of bread, bags so heavy 
they rip, bruised fruit, and melting ice 

cream that was packed with warm things 
when you get home. If it is considered a 
service then they need to provide one. 
Don't get me wrong, some of the baggers 
are very good. 

I also have never been asked if I want­
ed to use the service, it has always just 
happened, so if it is optional they need to 
let people know they have a choice. 

Just something to think about. 
Name withheld by request 

Mileage rates for employees 

Several months ago the mileage rates 
were dropped to $.31 per mile 
because the cost of operating a vehi­

cle dropped due to the "decrease in fuel 
prices." Since then we have seen obscene 
increases in the price of fuel that signifi­
cantly drive up the cost of vehicle opera­
tion per mile. While I realize that the deci­
sion authority resides in Washington, not 
at Redstone, is there anything being done 
to raise the mileage rate to fairly compen­
sate employees using personal vehicles? 

Joe Morton 
IMMC 

Editor's note: The Resource 
Management Directorate provided the fol­
lowing response. "The current mileage 
reimbursement rate for privately owned 
vehicles is $.325 which was effective Jan .. 
14. The rates are set by the General 
Services Administration (GSA). The Per 
Diem and Allowance Committee states that 
GSA is not currently peiforming any sur­
veys to determine if another rate increase is 
appropriate. Any future changes will be 
posted on the web at the following address: 
http://policyworks.goVlorg/mainlmtihome­
page!mttlpov.htm." 

Contracting officer cited 
ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL, Ill.- Maj. 

Gen. Joseph Arbuckle, commander of the 
Industrial Operations Command, has pre­
sented the Superior Civilian Service Award 
to Catherine Olvera, headquarters IOC, for 
her superior performance as the contracting 
officer for the 2.75-Inch Rocket System's 
FY 99-03 contract award. 

The 2.75-Inch Rocket Team successful­
ly planned, solicited and awarded a major 

5-year rocket system contract valued at 
$1.2 billion. The contract made provi­
sions for direct delivery to the warfighter, 
insertion of new technology, electronic 
solicitation and bids, and evaluation of 
Performance Specifications and Technical 
Data Packages to comparable standards. 
Through their efforts, the best value is 
being brought to the user better, cheaper 
and faster. 

Marshall Center's Saucier 
receives NASA's top honor 

Sidney P. Saucier III, associate director 
of Marshall Space Flight Center, has 
received NASA's highest honor, the 
Distinguished Service Medal. 

The award, presented by Joseph 
Rothenberg, NASA's associate administra­
tor for space flight, recognizes Saucier's 
extraordinary contributions to the nation's 

The Redstone Rocket is published in the 
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arsenal, 
by The Huntsville Times a private firm in no 
way connected with the Department of the 
Army. Opinions expressed by writers tierein are 
their own and are not to be considered an 
expressiqn by the Department of the Army. The 
appearance of advertisements in this publica­
tion, to include inserts and supplements, does 
not constitute an endorsement by the 
Department of the Army of the products or serv­
ices advertised within this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of cost 
to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and 
Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post 
foT The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included, We 

space program during his more than 35 
years of service. 

Among his accomplishments, Saucier 
was instrumental in developing highly 
complex propulsion rocket stages capable 
of reaching planetary orbit, as well as 
advanced propulsion technologies to 
reduce the cost of space transportation. 
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Practical tactical technicians 
Civilians deploy and work side-by-side with soldiers during war and peace for support· 

By Sandy Riebeling 

C
ivilians have been supporting U.S. 
military forces since before there 
was an official United States. We're 

not just talking about organizing aluminum 
drives and working in munitions factories. 
Where there was war, there were soldiers 
and civilians working side-by-side on the 
battlefield. 

In later days, as the military took on the 
roles of humanitarian and peacekeeper, 
civilians have continued to deploy with mil­
itary units in support of the mission. 

In the early 1960s the Army gave these 
brave and selfless civilians a name: Logis­
tics Assistance Representatives. The Army 
currently has abOut 750 LARS in AMC's 
Logistics Assistance Program, 207 of 
which are from the Aviation and Missile 
Command. 

"They are scattered around the world in 
their normal course of business from Korea 
to Southwest Asia," William Vaughan, 
chief, logistics assistance division, 
LOGSA, said. 'Their job is to help the sol­
dier keep equipment operating in the field 
by providing technical support, assistance 
and guidance." 

LARs currently deployed from 
AMCOM include five in support of Task 
Force Falcon in Kosovo; 12 in support of 

Task Force Eagle in Bosnia; two in Saudi 
Arabia and two on a temporary exercise in 
Kuwait." 

"We've had people in Saudi since 1990, 
supporting the Patriot missile system there," 
Norbert Lutz, chief, AMCOM Logistics 
Assistance Division, Readiness Directorate, 
said. "LARs typically stay in the field on a 
short-term basis, 90-179 days." 

It takes a special type of person to be a 
LAR, according to Lutz. The majority of 
the personnel are ex-military, because the 
lifestyles are similar. 

. "It's exciting work," he said. "They 
deploy with the Army units, work in the 
field, fix problems, provide intelligence 
back to the organization. But it's also 
stressful, especially for the families. LARs 
deploy at an hour's notice- not usually, 
but it happens - and are gone for several 
months at a time. They PeS about once 
every three years so that they can learn to 
do the job in different parts of the world and 
to familiarize themselves with the Army 
and areas of service." 

The lifestyle is a great draw for most of 
the men and women serving as LARs; but it 
can also be a deterrent for some. While 
deployed, they endure the same conditions 
as soldiers- they dress like soldiers, live 
like soldiers, fall under command like sol­
diers -but they are civilians. 
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"Our people serve in all types of situa­
tions, from contingencies to humanitarian 
efforts," Vaughan said. "Sometimes it's in 
support of Apaches that fly food and sup­
plies into a natural disaster area. Sometimes 
it's to support a missile system during a 
peacekeeping mission." 

"When soldiers come out of their 
weapon systems training, like over at 
OMMCS, they get good training but tl).ey're 
not qualified until they get field experi­
ence," Lutz said. "I went through 51 weeks 
of training but when I got out there and saw 
the radar up close, I saw things on there 
we'd never even talked about. Coming out 
of the training makes you an apprentice. 
LARs are there to help the soldiers become 
qualified on their particular system and 
reachjoumeyman level. It could be any sys­
tem- helicopters, missiles, guns, radars, 
chemical equipment, uniforms - anything 
the soldier uses." 

It's not easy to get into the LAR pro­
gram. 

"It's a great opportunity to see the world 
and serve your country but it's a hard life," 
Lutz said. "It is a highly selective process. 
You have to have a security clearance, be 
technically proficient, physically fit and 
sign a mobility agreement. Deploy anytime 
to anywhere and stay on the job until it's 
finished." 

Rigorous background checks are per­
formed on all applicants to the program. 
Criminal.convictions are an automatic dis­
missal of application. The field is small and 
has decreased by 44 percent since 1991. 

"LARs are Gen. (John) Coburn's eyes 
and ears out in the field," Vaughan said. "He 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

UPCOMING ANNOUNCEMENT-Every 
year one outstanding Logistics Assis­
tance Representative is named as the 
AMC Robertson J. Short LAR of the Year. 
Lutz, left, and Vaughan hold the plaque 
that will be presented to the winner in 
May. 

very frequently asks his staff what the 
LARs say about the situation when making 
a decision. The information and intelli­
gence they produce is of enormous value. It 
goes back into the systems through safety, 
engineering, development." 

The organization is relatively small, but 
tight-knit. Families try to take care of each 
other during deployments. The program 
even offers support groups for the families 
of deployed LARs. . 

"It's stressful on the family," Vaughan 
said. "We are working with AMC and DA to 
improve some of the benefits. Some will 
take changes in the law. But we would like to 
see spouses get the same employment bene­
fits as their counterparts in the military. We 
invest a lot into these people and they pro­
vide a tremendous service. We want to retain 
the great people we have. They are important 
to us. They are important to the soldier." 

CRIME STOP 
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Confidential Reporting of 
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Suspicious Activities 

GROWING ACROSS AMERICA 

Office of the Provost Marshal 
Provost Marshal Investigations 

Redstone Arsenal 

GOVERNMENT RATE 

$58.00* 
Features: 
• Free Continental Breakfast Plus 
• Complimentary Social with Beer, Wine 

and Hors d' oeuvres 
• Fully Equipped Kitchens 

4020 Independence Drive 
Hun.tsville, AL 35816 

(just 5 minutes from Redstone Arsenal and MSFC) 

Call (256) 837-8907 for reservations 
or 1-800-21-GUEST 
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Remembering a loved one 
AER campaign gets unusual contribution as memorial 
By Sandy Riebeling 

Military service had been a way of 
life for the Callis family. Lt. Col. 
Joseph Callis was stationed at Red­

stone in 1955 and retired in Huntsville in 
1968, after 26 years in the Army. Upon his 
death, Jan. 10, Callis' wife, Andree, looked 
for a way to give back to the Army. 

"I wanted to make a donation in memory 
of my husband," Callis said. "My friends and 
I had discussed several organizations, but 
when I saw the Army Emergency Relief, I 
thought that this would be a nice way to give 
something back." 

Callis suggested that in lieu of sending 
flowers, friends and family could make finan­
cial contributions to AER. 

"This was the first time someone has con­
tributed through a memorial, that I know of," 
Ann Owens, emergency relief officer at Army 
Community Service, said. "We still have 
money coming into AER in his name. What a 
wonderful way to remember a loved one. 
Mrs. Callis has already made similar arrange­
ments for herself- for people to give to AER 
in her name." 

Since this was an unusual circumstance, 
Owens had to check with AER headquarters 
on whether or not contributions could be 
made this way and what procedures to follow. 
Contributions to AER can be made anytime of 
the year, and memorials are designated by 
including the name of the person to be 
remembered with the donation. 

"I think it's great," Capt. Wendy Ward, 
AER campaign chairman, said. "It's a great 
way to be remembered, by helping other peo­
ple- giving something back." 
Soliciting contributions 

While training key personnel for the AER 
campaign currently under way, several issues 
were addressed concerning who can be 
solicited and how contributions can be made. 
According to Ward, only active and retired 
military can be directly solicited for AER 
contributions and only those categories may 
have their donations withdrawn through allot­
ment. Civilian donations are welcomed but 
cannot be made through payroll deduction. 

"A lot of people ask why they can't make 
payroll deductions like they do for the CFC 
(Combined Federal Campaign);' Ward said. 
"It was explained to us that while they can 

make contributions they can't be solicited or 
use payroll deductions because civilians are 
not eligible for AER assistance." 

Besides contributing cash donations, 
everyone can support AER by participating in 
and sponsoring fund-raising events during the 
campaign, which runs until May 15. More 
than $150,000 went to Redstone Arsenal peo­
ple last year in the form of interest-free loans 
and grants through AER. The goal for this 
year's campaign is $45,000. 

"We want to remind those organizations 
who are having AER fund-raisers to let us 
know," Owens said, "so that we can help pub­
licize and support the event." 
Upcoming fund-raisers 

There are already three events scheduled, 
including a cookout April 18, sponsored by 
PMCCAWS; a book sale the last two weeks of 
April sponsored by Command Analysis Direc­
torate; and the plant sale sponsored by IMMC. 

"Donations of new and used books, 
videos, CDs, cassette tapes and video games 
are needed to support the book sale fund-rais­
er," Marla Cobbs said. "We've had great 
response in the past and do really well with 
repeat customers. Some come in every day to 
see if we have anything new." 

The sale is scheduled April 17-21 andApril 
24-28 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in building 5300, 
second floor lobby. Donations will be accept­
ed through the first week of the sale. For more 
information, call Cobbs at 842-9925. 

Trucks will be arriving April 13 and May 
11 for the plant sale. Coordinator for the sale, 
Romona Rice, expects a large variety of annu­
als, perennials, hanging baskets and house 
plants. "If anyone has a special request, let me 
know and I'll see what I can do about getting 
some included in the delivery." 

Rice said that the dates were tentative, due 
to the demands on the green house supplier 
but she has stayed in touch with them and 
expects everything to be right on schedule. 
The sale will take place outside of building 
5309, beginning at 9 a.m. For plant sale 
inquires, call 313-1641 or 313-1635. 

"We're looking forward to these events," 
Ward said. '~d we are grateful to all the 
organizations that put so much effort into hav­
ing these fund-raisers." 

Those with questions concerning memori­
al donations or sponsoring a fund-raiser can 
call Owens at 876-9579. 
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Providing pipeline to RASA commander 
Community action committee addresses quality of life issues from throughout Redstone each quarter 
By Skip Vaughn 

The Redstone community for years has 
held town hall meetings and family action 
symposiums. But something was missing. 

There was no committee established to 
address quality of life issues on a regular 
basis. Army regulation required a PX advi­
sory council, a commissary advisory coun­
cil and a MWR review council. But this 
apparently fell through the cracks at Red­
stone. 

People on post with any issues affecting 
quality of life at Redstone are invited to 
contact their committee representative. 
They can also call Winston, the RASA ser­
geant major, at 876-5331 or Tinsley at 876-
8850. 

"Basically if anybody has any problems, 
they'll know exactly who to contact," Tins­
ley said. "So they can have a straight-up 
answer rather than just a word-of-mouth 
thing." 

That's no longer the case. Meet the 
Community Action Committee, consisting 
of representatives from throughout Red­
stone. Formed in February, the 2l-member 
group addresses the full gamut of quality of 
life issues from the community. 

"Basically it was a means to kill three 
birds with one stone," Dan Ahem, director 
of community and family activities, said. 
And it also considers other issues besides 
the Post Exchange, commissary, and 
Morale Welfare & Recreation. 

Joe Ramirez/Photo Lab 

COMMITIEE MEETING- From left in front row are Travaglione, Patrick, Paddock, 
Barton, Bergantz and Ryan. In middle row are Downs, Tinsley, Campanaro, Lake, Wei· 
come, Schneider, Edmiston and Rivas. In back row are Ahern, Davis; CSM Lewis 
Lockett, former RASA sergeant major who has since left for Korea; Walden, Winston 
and Garriott. 

Committee members include Winston, 
the chairman; Ahern; Tinsley; Lawrence 
Welcome, retirees; MSgt. Veronica 
Edmiston, HHC AMCOM and the 
Provost Marshal Office; SSgt. Roger 
Walden, Veterinary Services; Karen Lake, 
Officer and Civilian Women's Club; 
Myra Garriott, RASA CYS; Lt. Col. Joan 
Campanaro, MEDDAC; Dorothy Patrick, 
Active and Retired NCO Spouses Club; 
Ivy Downs, RASA DBM; Joe Davis and 
Ronnie Brooks, Environment and Public 
Works Directorate; James Burchfield, 
Commissary; Lt. Col. Mike Travaglione, 
chaplain; Cathy Ryan, DCFA quality of 
life; Sue Paddock, Army Community Ser­
vice; Kenny Barton, Post Exchange; 
Capt. Deb Schneider, 832nd Ordnance 
Battalion; Helen Bergantz, senior spous­
es; and Spec. Jennifer Rivas, single sol­
diers. 

Sgt. Maj. J.e. Winston, the sergeant 
major for Redstone Arsenal Support Activ­
ity, is the committee's chairman; and Ahem 
serves as chairman in his absence. 

The group serves as a hotline to Col. 
Steven Hamilton, the RASA commander 
and deputy post commander. 

"The benefit to me is that we get timely 

customer input on how we're doing, ways 
we can improve and immediate access to 
the commander," Ahem said. 

The committee was formed Feb. 2 and 
held its first quarterly meeting Feb. 9. 
Attendees heard a briefing on the housing 
construction plan, PX renovation, the Arse­
nal landscaping project, and future con­
struction. 

Sgt. Shana Tinsley, RASA administra· 
tive NCO, serves as a member of the com-
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• Approved lor Tuition Assistance 

• Rnancing woWIe lor tlrose who qualily 

FIDrida Institute Dr Technology ~ 

mittee and records the minutes on the meet­
ings. 

"If anybody on the Arsenal has any 
issues about any thing- commissary, PX, 
MWR, hospital, anything like that - we are 
the ones to contact," she said. "We meet 
quarterly. Our next meeting will be on the 
10th of May. There's one representative 
from everybody on Redstone basically. If 
they have any issues, their representative 
will bring it up in the meeting." 
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Army replaces hundreds of Patriot missiles 
By Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON- The Army has fin­
ished replacing hundreds of Patriot missiles 
in Southwest Asia and Korea, officials 
announced March 23. 

Lt. Gen. Paul Kern, military deputy to 
assistant secretary of the Army for research, 
development and acquisition, said the 
Army's testing program revealed problems 
with "hot" PAC-2 missiles -- those missiles 
powered up and ready to go at a moment's 
notice. He said the problems discovered 
probably would not have affected the mis­
siles had crews had to fire them. At no time, 
he said, were Patriot technicians in danger. 
Kern said regional commanders decide how 
long and how many missiles would be in a 
hot status. The missiles were warrantied for 
six months in the hot status but they could 
be kept that way for years. 

He said the Army is working with Patri­
ot builder Raytheon Inc. to find out why 
these problems are happening. One prob­
lem, he said, dealt with a radio frequency 

downlink black box. He said the Army can 
replace the black box and the missile will 
work well. But all involved really want to 
find the root cause of the problems. 

Kern would not say how many missiles 
were replaced or estimate the cost of the 
entire process. He said parts for fixing the 
PAC-2 missiles would probably cost 
$80,000 to $100,000. This does not include 
labor. If a redesign is needed then this will 
cost more, he said. 

The Army brings back 50 to 70 Patriot 
missiles per year for extended testing at 
Red River Army Depot, Texas, Kern said. 
It was there defects started appearing. 

"Keep in mind that the newest [PAC-2] 
missile is three years old and the rest up 
to 10," he said at a Pentagon news con­
ference. 

The Army secretly started replacing the 
missiles about March l3. On March 21, 
DoD notified allied countries that also field 
the missile system of the problems the 
Army uncovered. The countries are Kuwait 
Saudi Arabia, Germany, the Netherlands. 

uv/SCRATCH COAT 
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Japan and Israel. 
Kern said all involved are in "a full-court 

press, just like we were during Operation 
Desert Storm" to find out what is wrong. 

The PAC-2 will be replaced with the 
Patriot Configuration 3. The PAC-3 has 
entered limited production. 

The Patriot anti-aircraft missile system 

gained fame during Operation Desert Storm 
in 1991 after the Army and Raytheon 
redesigned it to counter ballistic missiles. 
Patriot units protected allied troops and 
Saudi Arabian and Israeli population cen­
ters from Iraqi Scud missiles. (American 
Forces Press Service) 

Days numbered 
for filing returns 
Tax Assistance Center gearing up for final two weeks 
By Jim Bowne 

Time is running out for filing 1999 
tax returns. The Tax Assistance Cen­
ter will be open for only 14 more 

working days. 
"Starting in April, walk-ins will be 

served all day on Tuesdays and Thursdays," 
Capt. Chin-Zen Plotner, the post tax officer 
for 1999-2000, said. "The wait may be 
long, but we are trying to give all our clients 
the opportunity to receive tax assistance." 

The move to reserving all day Tuesdays 
and Thursdays for walk-ins represents a 
change from the previous schedule. Addi­
tionally, hours are extended on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings from 4 to 7 p.m. for 
walk-ins only. 

Since opening Feb. 1, the Tax Center has 
seen nearly 1,000 clients. 

"So far, we've saved our military com­
munity over $130,000 in filing fees," Plot­
ner said. "Also, because of new tax credits, 
we've been able to help our clients get back 
over $1 million in refunds this year." 

She suggests that for those clients who 
received an unusually large refund this year 
they consider changing the number of their 
exemptions. 

The Tax Center offers both computer­
assisted tax preparation and direct electron­
ic filing of federal returns. 

"It generally takes 2 to 3 weeks to 
receive an electronic refund at the bank," 
said Plotner, "and 3 to 4 weeks to receive a 
refund check in the mail." 

This free tax assistance program is avail-

able for active and retired military person­
nel and their dependents. Located in build­
ing 3447, the Tax Center is open from 8:30 
a.m. until 3 p.m. Monday through Friday. In 
addition, extended hours are offered on 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4-7 
p.m., with service reserved for walk-ins. 
IRS-trained volunteers serve as income tax 
assisters and customers are seen by appoint­
ment only, except on Tuesdays and Thurs­
days, which are reserved for walk-ins only. 

Potential clients are reminded that in 
order for the Tax Center to file a state return, 
the center must also file a federal return. 

To make an appointment or receive fur­
ther information, call the Tax Assistance 
Center at 3l3-3909. 

If serving on active duty, see your 
appointed Unit Tax Assister: Sgt Tashia 
Chaderton, Headquarters & Alpha Compa­
ny, 955-7021; SSgt. William Bailey, Head­
quarters & Alpha Company, 842-0598; 
SSgt. Jonathan Lee, Headquarters & Alpha 
Company, 842-0585; SSgt. Clifton Hall, 
Bravo Company, 842-0607; Sgt. Chelsie 
Stokes, Charlie Company, 876-6594; Sgt. 
Heather Cobb, Delta Company, 876-5343; 
SSgt. Scott Rosenberger, Delta Company, 
842-2123; SSgt. Craig Poshva, Delta Com­
pany, 842-7775; Lance Cpl. Jerome Whit­
ing, Marine Detachment, 876-7690; Sgt. 
Bradley Hollifield, Marine Detachment, 
842-2340; SFC Kenneth Bernhardt, MED­
DAC, 955-6630; SFC Donald Wilkerson, 
MEDDAC, 955-8612; Spec. Jennifer Per­
lin, MEDDAC, 876-5856; and Sgt. Everett 
Lesher, MEDDAC, 876-7407. 
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• Redstone among final four sites for Space Based Laser 

Laser 
continued from page 1 

The facility would begin prototype 
development in the 2006 through 2008 
time frame. 

"The complex would consist of hot-fire 
prototype development and production 
facilities along with environmental testing 
and engineering manufacturing develop­
ment facilities that would be valued at over 
$300 million," Burroughs said. 

Redstone's proposed site for the hot-fire 
facilities is the south end of Redstone Arse­
nal, west of Test Area 5 just off McAlpine 
Road. The environmental testing and engi­
neering manufacturing development opera­
tions would be located at building 8027 and 
on land just west of that building. 

"Optionally, existing facilities at Mar­
shall Space Flight Center could be modified 
for environmental testing and development," 
Burroughs said. "The options presented by 
Team Redstone would also allow the hot-

fire facilities to be located at a site other than 
Redstone Arsenal." 

The facility would encompass 40-45 
acres. If Redstone is selected, construction 
could begin as early as fiscal 2002 with 
completion in fiscal 2004. 

Construction would proceed through a 
design-build contract that would be compet­
itively awarded to one of a short list of prime 
contractors. This selection would be made 
after an evaluation process conducted by the 
Ballistic Missile Defense Organization, the 
Air Force, and the joint contractor team of 
Boeing, TRW, and Lockheed Martin. 

"If Team Redstone were selected to sup­
port the SBL program, it would further 
solidify the enduring nature of our weapons 
and aerospace technology base," Burroughs 
said. "It would provide significant spinoff 
technology for the Tennessee Valley. 

"Support for this effort has seen tremen­
dous teamwork from the many concerns in 
the Tennessee Valley and will foster other 
joint efforts in the future." 

• Family activities on menu for children's month 

Children 
continued from page 1 
have all kinds of fun. We have the running 
of the torch and then the kids split up into 
age groups and do age appropriate activi­
ties. They have tunnel crawls and ball 
throws. It's open to all the children in the 
Redstone community." 

The Block Party the following Saturday 
is open to the public and will be at the 
Youth Center located behind the CDC. 
There will be family activities, games for 
the kids, food and information booths set 
up around the block. 

Youth Services will sponsor an egg hunt 
April 22 at 9 a.m. Children will be divided 
into age groups for the hunt. 

"The culminating event for the month is 
Western Day," Caudle said. "CDC and FCC 
parents are invited to come and have lunch 
with their children. It's just another chance 
to get the parents and children together for 
a meal and to have a little fun." 

The goal of the month, according to 
Caudle is to bring families closer with 
activities they can do together. In the larger 
scheme, the celebration activities also serve 

to let the military community see the type 
of support that is available for families. 

"The military has recognized the impor­
tance of family to the soldiers," Caudle 
said. "Our services playa significant part in 
the retention of soldiers. If they know their 
family is being taken care of, they don't 
have to worry when they go to work. They 
can focus on accomplishing the mission." 

What is now a month-long celebration 
began in the early 1980s as a designated 
week in April from the National Academy 
for the Education of Young Children. The 
Army Family Advocacy Program quickly 
picked up on the idea and expanded it to a 
"Blue Ribbon" month which concentrated 
on educating the pt'l,lic about child abuse 
prevention. As the Army became more sen­
sitive to the needs of soldiers' families, the 
month was renamed in the early '90s as one 
to celebrate military children. Child abuse 
prevention training is still taught to the staff 
during the month. 

"We hope the events will show our mili­
tary families how important they are to us," 
Caudle said. "Come and join the fun. Even 
if you don't have a child, it's still a great 
time. We hope to see you there." 
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AMC's go to war plan evolving 
Conference determines logistical needs of fighting two fronts simultaneously: the who, what and how 

By Sandy Riebeling 

I
t's sort of like playing the "What If?" 
game. What if the United States had to 
fight two wars at the same time? Who 

are the most likely threats? What types of 
equipment and munitions will be needed? 
How many troops will be deployed? How 
will Anny Materiel Command provide the 
force protection logistics needed to support 
the soldiers and win the war? 

The Anny has a standing plan to answer 
these questions, but as times change, alle­
giances and technology change and so the 
plan must be revised as well. That was the 
mission of AMC's Logistics Support 
Element Planning Conference held at 
Redstone Arsenal last week. 

"The LSE is a multi-faceted organization 
which supports military operations," Phillip 
Preston, deputy, Field Support Center, 
Logistics Support Activity, said. "It is large-

Lease/Purchase 
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$1100 

539 3911 433 N. MEMORIAL PKWY. 
• HUNTSVILLE AL 

call Us Today For 
FREE Estimate 

ly a civilian organization which deploys at 
the request of the supported operational 
commander to perfonn missions on the bat­
tlefield or area of operations." 

The concept for the Logistics Support 
Element evolved out of Desert 
ShieldlDesert Stonn. The Anny and AMC 
saw a need for a single logistics command 
and control element to centrally manage 
strategic logistics personnel, call forward 
elements as required, and integrate these 
elements into the theater. 

When a situation arises that requires mil­
itary intervention, be it a peacekeeping mis­
sion, a war contingency, or humanitarian 
efforts, some type of support is required to 
see that the necessary personnel and equip­
ment arrive in the theater of operations. All 
equipment, from Apache helicopters and 
Patriot missile systems to water purifiers 
and protective clothing need to be main­
tained and, on occasion, repaired, to sustain 

S&S Auto Sales 
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the mission. The LSE perfonns logistics 
functions not nonnally perfonned by units 
in the force structure. It is an organization 
that may be staffed with any combination of 
civilian and military personnel required to 
perfonn specialized tasks. 

"Much of the equipment used today is 
highly sophisticated," Lee Bodary, team 
leader, LSE Planning, Field Support 
Center, said. "We have to have specialized 
personnel on hand to identify and fix prob­
lems, to get answers to questions." 

Defining the battle plan ahead of time 
means knowing which systems will need to 
be. brought into the theater of operations 
and what type of support is needed for each 
system. 

"If you don't have tanks in the field, you 
won't need a turret team for support," 
Preston said. "We have to know the type 
and amount of equipment, how often it 
needs maintenance, when to expect to 
repair or replace parts. We have to know 
that so we can be prepared to provide ade-

quate support to the soldiers at the critical 
time." 

More than 60 people attended the con­
ference representing the many LSE facets, 
including all the major subordinate com­
mands, National Guard, reserve compo­
nent, AMC headquarters, Anny Pacific, 
War Reserve Support Command and others. 

The first day was packed with presenta­
tions, briefings and updaJes on current con­
ditions and expectations. The remaining 
days were spent in a workshop atmosphere. 

"When we come out of this, we will 
have the plan," Preston said. "Afterwards 
we have a couple of, months to work on 
some refinements, but this week is when 
most of the work is done." 

On Wednesday attendees were given a 
tour of the new modular general purpose 
tent system, called the Bare Base C2 
Module, set up outside the Sparkman 
Center. The display was a first look at the 
new living quarters available for the field 
environment. 

Courtesy photo 

IN COUNTRY- The Bare Base C2 Module tent system offers 3,300 square feet of 
work and living space designed to accommodate 30 people. This prototype was 
erected outside the Sparkman Center as part of the LSE conference. 
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• Conference targets wartime logistics support 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME- Kostka, left, and Carey Ford, check the electrical con­
nection in the billeting area before the conference tour last Wednesday. 

'Me 
continued from page 10 

"1 came up with the command center 
tent idea last September, to meet the needs 
of the LSE command," Frank Kostka, team 
leader from the U.S. Army Natick Soldier 
Center, said. "Typically they arrive on the 
scene with nothing and have to mooch off 
whoever is there until the theater matures to 
wooden huts." 

The tents themselves are a new item, just 
being fielded this year. The vinyl coated 
ftttyester modules replace the original cot­
ton-based tents which had to be treated with 
heavy metals for weatherproofing. 

What makes Kostka's idea unique is the 
configuration of the tent modules. Instead 
of arranging several equal size tents in close 
proximity to form a living and working area 
for the LSE command, Kostka suggested 
interconnecting them. The tents are com­
prised of end modules and interior modules. 
To make a small room for a commander's 
c~ce or chaplain's room, connect two end 
modules. For larger billeting areas, use two 
end modules and one interior module. For 

even larger conference or dining areas, use 
two end modules and several interior mod­
ules. 

"The system gives the commander the 
ability to configure the modules for what­
ever he needs," Kostka said. "The Bare 
Base C2 Module is a 30 person modular 
system that can be interconnected by 
vestibules which is important in inclement 
weather. It allows all the personnel to stay 
together yet provides separate areas for 
working and living." 

The Bare Base C2 Module includes five 
medium size tents, which is five interior 
modules and 10 end modules, 30 cots, 30 
tables, 30 chairs, 40 light fixtures, floor lin­
ers, 16 mapboards, seven vestibules, and an 
electrical distribution system. The cost is 
$110,000. Set up time is four hours using 
eight soldiers. 

Other modules called "plug and play 
modules"- shower module, ration module, 
winter package, summer package, and 
desert package- are also in development. 

Natick Soldier Center is the lead devel­
oper, partnering with the 1 st Special Forces 
Group and AMC LSE Europe. 
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Depot repair shops for helicopters in field save money 
By Margaret Banish-Donaldson 

D uring the last three fiscal years, the 
Integrated Materiel Management 
Center Aviation Systems Direc­

torate has helped the field reach a cost 
avoidance of $41 milliori through reduced 
operating costs. This was accomplished by 
providing limited depot level repair support 
to field units for the OH-58D Kiowa War­
rior Mast Mounted Sight. 

According to Sandra Denton and John 
Schocke, $13 million in costs were avoided 
in 1997, $11 million in 1998 and $17 mil­
lion in 1999. 

The MMS is a multi sensor, fully inte­
grated electro-optical sighting system with 
visible and infrared capability. Designed to 
be mounted above a helicopter's rotor or on 
a ground combat vehicle, MMS increases 
survivability through its capacity to identify 
and target potential threats in day, night, 
and adverse weather conditions. 

To reach these savings, one of these 
three methods had to occur: 

• If an item is repaired and returned to 
the unit, the unit is billed full repair charge, 
plus an administrative surcharge. The cost 
avoidance is generated by the field in not 
having to requisition a serviceable compo­
nent. 

• If there is no evidence of failure and 
returned to the unit in serviceable condi­
tion, the field is only billed for a surcharge. 

• If the item is determined not reparable, • 

it is returned to the unit in 'F' condition for 
subsequent tum-in. The field then incurs no 
repair charge. 

"With the emphasis on affordability, we 
have been able to increase readiness and 
store less parts at the depots with this pro­
gram," Schocke said. "In essence, we have 
reduced the logistical pipeline." 

The operating funds provided to the con­
tractor are through a master repair contract 
with Boeing. The. current contract is funded 
for five years from fiscal 1999 through fis­
cal 2003. 

The Forward Repair Activities operate as 
an extension of the main contractor facility, 
Boeing Aerospace. These locations are at 
Fort Bragg, N.C., Fort Campbell, Ky., Fort 
Drum, N.Y., Fort Hood, Texas, Schofield 
Barracks, Hawaii, Camp Stanley, Korea and 
Coleman Barracks, Germany. 

If a unit has a failed item, the field takes 
the component to the nearest forward repair 
activity site. If the forward repair activity can 
fix it, the item does not have to be shipped to 
Boeing's main plant in Anaheim, Calif. 

"The lesson is that AMCOM and Boeing 
can work together," Denton said. "The units 
experience large cost avoidance through 
repair rather than the purchase of new 
items. Reimbursement to AMCOM is pro­
vided from each using unit for the actual 
numbers of repairs or those without any evi­
dence of failure. In addition, the money 
recouped from the FRAs goes back into the 
general account." 

Affordable Blinds And 
Shutters of Madison 

Before After 

2" WOOD BLINDS, 2" WOODGRAINS, 
2" VINYL BLINDS, VERTICALS, MINI BLINDS, 

2" AND 3" PLANTATION SHUTTERS 
It'S Time To Make Your Blind Date!! 

Free estimates • Free Installation 
CALL US TODAY AT 256-721-1178 
For Custom Window Treatments 

- --~ -------" 

Harold Garner/Photo Lal) 

TEAMMATES- Mast Mounted Sight team members include: seated Tonnesha Lewis, 
left, and Charlotte Rutherford; and standing, from left, Sandra Denton, Tom Fitzger­
ald, John Schocke and Ralph Smith. 

If the people in the field have any ques­
tions, they call either Schocke or Denton 
who can spell out the procedures to use. 

Denton is the team leader and a logistics 

management specialist, and Schocke is an 
inventory management specialist. Both 
work in the Integrated Material Manage­
ment Center. 

Rock Island comes through 
with parts for Apache fleet 

ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL, Ill.­
Rock Island Arsenal has responded rapidly 
to an urgent request for some small parts 
that make a big difference to the readiness 
of the Army's Apache helicopter fleet. 

The fast response will help put some 
Apaches that had been grounded back in 
the air. This should enhance the Arsenal's 
reputation as a '~ob shop" that can quickly 
produce urgently needed military items 
when private industry can't. 

The project began in late January when the 
Apache War Room at the Aviation and Mis­
sile Command inquired about the Arsenal's 
ability to produce stainless steel shims and 
pins for the helicopter. Shims and pins are 
small but vital parts used to fasten, level and 
space larger components on the helicopter's 

rotor assembly and other mechanisms. 
The Apache War Room needed to find a 

source that could produce the shims and 
pins while meeting exact specifications and 
high quality standards. At the same time, 
they needed the parts as soon as possible~m 
order to return the Apaches to service wilth 
combat units. 

The most urgent need existed for 600 
shims total, divided into 100 each of six 
different sizes ranging in thickness from 
.002 to .015 inches. In contrast, the average 
human hair is .003 inches thick. 

Contractors queried about producing the 
shims promised a delivery time of no faster 
than three weeks. In contrast, RIA de~r­
ered the parts just 11 days after receiving 

See Apache on page 13 
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Fly, fly, fly into the future 
Niw sensory systems designed to make flight more intuitive for aviators in cockpit 
By Skip Vaughn 

Man is still trying to fly as efficiently as 
birds. 

The latest effort is called the Virtual 
Cockpit Optimization Program (VCOP). 
This is a combination of sensory systems­
for sight, sound and touch - designed to 
make flying more natural for the pilot. He 
or she won't have to think, just react. In 
other words, just like the birds do it. 
~We're going to make the cockpit more 

intuitive," Scott Dennis, lead engineer at Air 
Crew Integrated Systems Program Office, 
said during a presentation Thursday. The 
technology integration demonstration for 
decision-makers and future users was held 
at the Research Development and Engineer-

ing Center. 
Parts of the program include virtual reti­

na display, three-dimensional audio, tactile 
vest, and rotorcraft pilot's associate. Anoth­
er component, the Primary Selectable Mis­
sion Support System, enables these new 
digital systems to be used in older aircraft. 

"VCOP is tying all these technologies 
together that have been developed inde­
pendently and demonstrating them as a sin­
gle system," Dennis said. 

It's all being put together here at the 
Advanced Prototyping Engineering and 
Experimentation or APEX laboratory. 

"We're combining all the sensory capa­
bilities to make the pilot's job more intu­
itive," Dennis said. 

Three-dimensional audio, for example, 

• Apache fleet gets rapid response from Rock Island 

Tony Lopez/Rock Island Arsenal 

SHIM SHAPE-Terry Caldwell inspects a 
shim for the Apache helicopter and com­
pares it to the drawing. 

Apache 
continued from page 12 
the urgent order. The Arsenal also proved to 
be competitive on price when compared to 
contractor estimates. 

'tfrhe shims were cut from flat metal 
sheets on the laser cutting machine that was 
installed in RIA's manufacturing area last 

fall. The machine can instantly cut through 
a variety of metal alloys, including armor 
material, to tolerances within one-thou­
sandth of an inch. 

The urgent order for 100 each of the six 
different shims was followed up by an order 
for 300 more of each shim. All 2,400 shims 
were inspected using an advanced optical 
device before delivery, and all have been 
accepted to date by the customer. 

Delivery of 400 pins has also been com­
pleted, and all have been accepted. The 
pins, which came in one size, are basically 
thin metal rods that are threaded on one 
end. 

While RIA produced the pins in less than 
a month, the normal source for the item had 
a production lead time of over 300 days. 

The specifications provided for the pin 
consisted of basic drawings, and several 
revisions were required before the final 
design was firm. The processes involved in 
producing the pins included machining, 
heat treating and final testing. 

Though it's known more for howitzers 
than helicopters, the Arsenal's success on 
the Apache project could attract similar 
types of workload in the future. (Rock 
Island Arsenal release) 
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localizes the sound: The pilot receives a 
message in his left earphone that the engine 
on the left has a problem. The tactile vest, as 
another example, tells the pilot through 
touch sensation the aircraft's direction of 
flight. He would feel a tactor on his right 
side if the aircraft has strayed to the right. 

Nature gave birds these capabilities. 
Within the next few years, digital equip­
ment will narrow the gap for aviators. 

Photo by Skip Vaughn 

AT THE CONTROLS- Dennis demon­
strates the primary selectable mission 
support system which enables the new 
digital systems to be used in older aircraft. 

Cohen: Wake up America, 
the force needs you 
By Linda D. Kozaryn 

WASHINGTON - Over the past three 
years, Defense Secretary William S. Cohen 
and his wife, Janet Langhart Cohen, have 
come to truly admire and appreciate the 
nation's military. They now want the nation 
to do the same. 

"Our men and women in uniform need 
more than support from Washington, they 
need the support of their countrymen," the 
secretary said. The couple has launched a 
personal campaign to "reconnect" America 
with the military men and women, active 
and reserve, who are the core of our 
nation's safety and security. 

The all-volunteer total force deserves 
recognition and must have the public's under­
standing and support if America is to meet its 
security objectives, according to the Cohens. 
Soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast 
Guardsmen need to know the public, as well 
as their military leaders, cares about them and 
their families. 

"We have to constantly make sure that the 

American people are mindful of the role the 
military is playing in our lives," Cohen said in 
a recent interview with the American Forces 
Press Service. "I can't tell you how important 
it is to remind them how grateful we are." 

While her husband has focused on ser­
vicemembers a lot, Janet, who asks to be 
called by her first name, has tuned in to the 
nation's military families. She's met those 
living in foreign lands, often while their 
spouses are forward-deployed on peace­
keeping missions. She's visited schools, 
family centers and medical facilities. She's 
talked with spouses and children from Ger­
many to Japan. 

Military people "aren't in it for the' 
money," but servicemembers and their fam­
ilies do deserve a decent quality of life, the 
Cohens said. This means having enough 
people to do the job and providing them the 
right training and equipment. It also means 
ensuring servicemembers have decent pay, 
quality housing and health care, and a good 
education for their children. 

See Cohen on page 20 
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ARMY MERIT PROMOTION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
REDSTONE ARSENAL AND THE HUNTSVILLE AREA 

These announcements provided by the AMCOM CPAC can be found on the web at www.cpol.army.mil. 
This list includes announcements that opened prior to Friday before Rocket publication date 

and close on/after the publication date. 
Other announcements that are open to all U.S. citizens can be found at www.opm.gov 

PVANUMBER POSITION TITLE CLOSES LOCATION PP-SERIES GRAOE POT 

GU-00-059 Construction Rep 29-Mar-00 ColE RSA Res. Offic. GS-0809 12 12 
00007630B Public Affairs Specialist 29-Mar-00 AMCOM PAO GS-l035 12 12 
00C0766JH Log. Management Spec. 29-Mar-00 AMCOMIMMC GS-0346 13 13 
0000761BM Secretary (OA) 30-Mar-00 AMCOM Legal Office GS-0318 7 7 
0000744BJ Contract Specialist 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ACO Ctr GS-l102 7 11 
0000711BJ Contract SpeCialist 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ACO Ctr GS-ll02 5 11 
00B0664SH Supv. General Engineer 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
00B0663SH General Engineer 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
00B0662SH Supv. General Engineer 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
00B0661SH General Engineer 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
00B0660SH General Engineer 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
00B0659SH General Engineer 30-Mar-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
00B0773AC Lead Program Analyst 31-Mar-00 PEO Air Missile GS-0343 14 14 
HAOOA3239 Civil, Mech, Electrical Eng 2-Apr-00 ColE Huntsville Ctr GS-0810 

08300850 12 12 
HAOOA3228 Arch,Chem,Civ,Ele,Env,Mec Eng 3-Apr-00 ColE Huntsville Ctr GS-0808 0893 

08100850 
08190830 13 13 

00C0780FM Personnel Assistsant (OA) 3-Apr-00 AMCOM CPAC GS-0203 6 7 
00C0769LW Environmental Engineer 3-Apr-00 RASA GS-0819 12 12 
00B0781ST Secretary (OA) 3-Apr-00 PEO Air Missile GS-0318 7 7 
0000783BL General Engineer 4-Apr-00 AMCOM OSA GS-0801 13 13 
0000792BL Elec Mea Equip Mech Supv 5-Apr-00 AMCOMTMOE WS-2602 11 11 
00B0794FM Aerospace Engineer 5-Apr-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0861 III III 
GU-00-065 Civil Engineer 7-Apr-00 ColE Mobile Ctr GS-0810 12 12 
00B08030T Industrial Specialist 7-Apr-00 AM COM ROEC OE-1150 II II 
00B07900T Management Assistant 7-Apr-00 AM COM ROEC OK-0344 III III 
00B0679AC Supv. General Engineer 10-Apr-00 RITC EMTD GS-801 15 
NC08699 Criminal Investigator 13-Apr-00 CIO GS-1811 9-12 12 

~7650B Intelligence Spec. 13-Apr-00 AMCOM ISO GS-0132 11 11 
779AC Supv Aerospace Engr 17-Apr-00 USAAESA PEO Avn. GS-0861 15 15 

tIP0738BL General Engineer 20-Apr-00 AMCOM OSA GS-0801 14 14 
0080772AC Supervisory General Eng 21-Apr-00 PEO Air Missile GS-0801 15 15 
OO80704SS Human Factors Engineer 24-Apr-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0180 IV IV 
OO807038S Engineering Psychologyst 24-Apr-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0801 IV IV 
oo80701SS Aerospace Engineer 24-Apr-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0861 IV IV 
OO80699SS Materials Engineer 24-Apr-00 AMCOM ROEC OB-0806 IV IV 
oo005810B Training Instructor 9-Aug-00 USAOMMCS GS-1712 11 11 
oo005820B Training Instructor (HO) 14-Aug-00 USAOMMCS GS-1712 11 11 
HAOOA3080 Elect,Mech,Civii Engineer 31-0ec-00 ColE Huntsville Ctr GS-0850,0830 

0810 13 13 
00B0479SS Aerospace Engineer 18-Jan-Ol AMCOM AVROEC OB-0861 III III 
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Closer to lights, 
cafeteria, action 
Acquisition workers settle in after move to Sparkman Center 
By Sandy Riebeling 

The move of the Acquisition work force 
from building 4488 to the Sparkman Center 
had been talked about for years. When the 
two commands merged to form AMCOM, 
employees from St. Louis moving into the 
building were told not to unpack, the move 
was coming. Three years later, it is a reali­
ty- one the employees seem to like. 

"I heard a lot of complaining before the 
move," Nancy Gilbert, contract specialist, 
Acquisition Center, said. "But now that we've 
actually moved, I haven't heard one complaint. 
In fact, the transition went very smoothly." 

One of the reasons the move went so 
easily, according to Gilbert, was the dedica­
tion, determination and professionalism of 
move coordinator Darnell Childress. 

"He did an excellent job," she said. "I 
came in early one morning, before 6:30, 
and there he was, taking a table apart. It was 
that way through the whole thing. He was 
there early and stayed late and he was so 
patient with us." 

After the smooth move, Gilbert found 
that the building had some great advan­
tages, most important to her, proper tem­
perature control. 

"I had to wear my coat in the office all 
winter long," she said. "Here the tempera­
ture isn't super warm but I can be comfort­
able in a long-sleeved shirt. There are a lot 
of things I like about this building- it's 
clean and new and close to a really nice 
cafeteria. Everything is so modem." 

Gilbert's co-worker, contract specialist 
RonYoung, agreed. 

"It's been great for me," he said. "I'm so 
much closer to the people I need to talk to 
during the day. Before I used to have to get 
in my car and drive down here to have a 
face-to-face with someone or to attend a 
meeting. Now I just walk down the hall. I 
really like being close to the action." 

Modem comforts are an added bonus for 
Young. 

"It's so much lighter here and there are 
windows," he said. "Everything is so close. 
There's the ATM machines and cafeteria 

Photo by Sandy Riebelin~1 

WORKING TOGETHER- The office I.:';. 
out in the Sparkman Center provide,s 
more opportunities for employee inter-· 
action, creating a teaming atmosphere,. 
according to Acquisition Center employ-, 
ee Ron Young, left, discussing aspects ()j' 
the move with co-worker Gilbert. 

right down the hall along with the barber­
shop and workout center. It's convenient 
and modem. And for some reason, our 
copier doesn't break down here like it did at 
the old bUilding." 

Moving into a building 50 years younger 
does have its advantages, but the one n"it 
thing about building 4488 was the abun­
dance of space. 

"I do miss the privacy," Gilbert said. 
"We weren't back to back and side to side 
like we are now. It can get kind of noisy. I 
like having a quiet place, without so many 
distractions." 

"There is a little less room," Young said, 
"but in a way it's better. We're not so divid­
ed, missile people here, aviation people 
there. It creates an atmosphere for teaming." 

The cubical and office square footag~~ 
almost equal to that of the former building 
but the configuration is different. The real 
loss comes in space for filing and confer­
ence areas. That is an issue that isn't totally 
worked out yet. Once the interior construc­
tion in the basement of 5308 is complete, 
the remainder of the Acquisition work force 
will be moved and storage space deter­
mined. That move is scheduled to be com­
pleted by the end of April. 

"My only problem is finding the su~y 
room," Young said. "I've been here a while 
and I'm still not sure where it is." 
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Announceillents 

lowling weekend special 
~ocket Lanes is offering a Weekend Special 
lOW through April. Cost is $1.25 per game 
'pen bowling every Saturday from noon 
mtil 11 p.m. and Sunday from 2-5 p.m. 
~ocket Lanes is located in building 3707 on 
\erobee Road. For more information, call 
:76-6634. 

(outh dance classes 
{outh Services is offering Ballet, Tap and 
a~ Classes beginning in March. The cost 
s $28 a month for one weekly class, $45 a 
nonth for two weekly classes, or $55 a 
nonth for three weekly classes. Call 876-
;437 for more information. 

::;olf tournament 
"he annual ASMC Golf Tournament will be 
leld April 14 at Redstone Golf Course. 
~here will be prizes for first and second 
)lace, plus closest to the pin and longest 
lrive. This event is open to members and 
;uests, and non-members. Entry fee is $5 
ornon-members. Green fees are $16; and 
:aIrfees are $8 per person. To sign up call 
)epper Takayama 876-8442, April Brooks 
:42-6944 or Sandra Garris 876-4885. 

ce skating show 
:ivilian Welfare Fund Council is selling 
116 tickets for $13 for Wizards of Oz on 
ce, 3 p.m. April 15 at the Von Braun Cen­
er. Checks should be made payable to 
(BC. For. more information, call Jerry 
:ampbell 876-3420. 

'*' Jand boosters golf tourney 
rhe Sparkman High School Band Boosters 
vill hold a golf tournament, four-person 
cramble, May 13 at Fox Run Golf Course, 
no McCollum Road, Meridianville. Regis­
ration fee is $50 per player. Refreshments 
lfe included in the fee: Entry deadline is 
.1ay 6. For more information, call Linda 
:rutcher 859-0809. 

).thlon run/bike/run 
rhe 3D Duathlon- a 5K run followed by a 
~5K bicycle ride followed by another 5K 

run - will be held 8 a.m. April 29 at Hamp­
ton Cove. Cost is $20 postmarked by April 
15 or $30 thereafter. This is a charity event 
run by the Spring City Triathletes, with 3D 
Research Corporation as the primary spon­
sor, benefiting the Huntsville Hospital 
Heart Relief Fund. For more information, 
call David Drenning 533-9620. 

Miscellaneous 

Government/industry symposium 
The upcoming GovernmentlIndustry Sup­
portability Engineering Exchange (GISEE) 
2000 is accepting proposals for presenta­
tions. The symposium will be held June 20-
22 at the Sparkman Center. This year's 
event is co-sponsored by the Logistics Sup­
port Activity and the Tennessee Valley 
Chapter of the International Society of 
Logistics (SOLE). The symposium will 
provide participants with an insight into 
new and changing, high-level Department 
of Defense (DoD)/service policies. The 
symposium will again be an open forum, 
affording both industry and government 
personnel the opportunity to share ideas 
relating to best practices, lessons learned, 
process improvements, and new techniques 
for logistics acquisition. You can submit 
your proposals to any of the following 
addresses: mailing address Commander, 
Logistics Support Activity, Attn.: XMXLS­
AL (Emerson McAfee), Redstone Arsenal, 
Ala., 35898-7466; access the e-mail 
address: emerson.mcafee@logsa.army.mil 
or robert.salinas@logsa.army.mil; or via 
fax 955-9865. For more information, call 
Emerson McAfee 955-0808. 

Entertainment volunteers 
If interested in volunteering to critique the 
entertainment at Panoply, April 28-30, call 
Janice Nash 876-5689, Amy Harris 922-
1022 or Margaret Banish-Donaldson 842-
0558. 

Charitable agencies 
Tennessee Valley Combined Federal Cam­
paign is accepting applications from non­
profit charitable human health and welfare 

See Announcements on page 16 
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Announcements I 
organizations wanting to receive contribu­
tions. Under federal law, the organizations 
must be 501 (c) (3) agencies. The open 
period for accepting applications is March 
1-30. The CFC campaign raises money 
from federal employees in Cullman, 
Lawrence, Madison, Marshall and Morgan 
counties as well as Lincoln County, Tenn. 
For more information or to obtain an appli­
cation, call Melinda Seigler of United Way 
of Madison County 536-0745, ext. 108. 

Marshall open house 
Preparations are under way for a May 20 
open house at NASA's Marshall Space 
Flight Center. People nationwide are invited 
to join in the excitement of America's future 
in space when the center opens its doors to 
the public from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission 
is free to the event, featuring appearances by 
NASA astronauts, space exhibits, souvenirs, 
entertainment, live propulsion test firings 
and an up-close look at real space flight 
hardware. Admission is free. For more 
information, call (888) 901-NASA or visit 
http://openhouse.msfc.nasa.gov. 

Moonbuggy race 
More than 40 teams, representing colleges 
and high schools from across the country 
and Puerto Rico, will roll into Huntsville 
April 7-8 for the seventh annual Great 
Moonbuggy Race at the Space and Rocket 
Center. The race is inspired by development 

• 

of the first lunar roving vehicle, which was 
designed and tested at NASA's Marshall 
Space Flight Center. The event challenges 
students to design and build a human-pow­
ered vehicle to address engineering prob­
lems similar to those faced by the original 
Marshall Center lunar rover team. For 
instance, prior to the race the unassembled 
vehicle must occupy a space no more than 
4 feet high, 4 feet wide and 4 feet long. 
During the race, each vehicle is powered by 
two team members, one male and one 
female, over a half-mile obstacle course of 
simulated moonscape terrain. 

Winners in each category - high school 
and college - are determined by the fastest 
vehicle assembly time plus time through 
the course. An additional prize is awarded 
to the team with the best technical approach 
to solving the engineering problem of navi­
gating the "lunar" surface. The event is 
sponsored by the Marshall Center, the U.S. 
Space & Rocket Center, and the American 
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 
Event details, including the rules, informa-
tion on the course and photos, can be found 
at the Great Moonbuggy Race website at: 
http://moonbuggy.msfc.nasa.gov. For more 
information, call Frank Brannon, the Mar­
shall Center's university relations coordina­
tor, 544-5920. 

Book sale fund-raiser 
The Command Analysis Directorate is 
sponsoring its annual AER Book Sale. 

m Traits of H~hly. 
~ April 25~~~C~~o~rp~i~ts ~o~e~istants 

PERSONAL GIFT BASKET, DOOR PRIZES AND LUNCH INCLUDED! 
9 am - 4 pm • $225 • 23000340N 

Looking for the perfect gift 
for Secretaries Day? 

Need an energizing & informative 
day away from the office? 

Enroll Now! Limited Seating. 
For more information or a new catalog, 

PHONE - 890-6940 or 800-239-6940 
E-MAIL - brucej@cepo.conted.uah.edu 
WEB SITE - http://www.uah.edu/conedl 

An Affirmative AcIionIEqual Opporlunity Institution 

• Boost confidence and ability 
• Enhance priority management 
• Benefits management and attendee 
• Learn to cope with change 
• Discover what makes people tick 
• Learn to understand your customers 
• Target steps to a successful career 
• Learn tips and tricks of the trade 

UAR 
The UOva1i1y a AJabama in HtIllsviBo 

PROFESSION.4L nEVEWPMENl 
8002494 Dlv1110n of Conllnulng Education 

CAD is accepting donations consisting of 
paperback and hardback books, textbooks, 
encyclopedias, CDs, cassette tapes, videos, 
and video games. Please, no magazines. 
The sale will be during the last two weeks 
of April, building 5300, second floor, CAD 
lobby, from lla.m.-l p.m. each day. 
"Please help us in supporting the AER 
(Army Emergency Relief)," a prepared 
release said. The following people may be 
contacted for pickup and dropoff of donat­
ed items: Marla Cobbs 842-9925 or Joan 
Baites 955-0147. 

Scholarship applications 
The Redstone Arsenal Chapter of Interna­
tional Association of Administrative Pro­
fessionals (lAAP) has scholarship applica­
tions available upon request. The envelope 
must be postmarked by May 15. For more 
information, call Amita Lee 876-8082 or 
Susan Douglas 876-6757. 

Newcomers orientation 
Learn about Redstone Arsenal by attending 
the Army Community Service Newcomers' 
Orientation from 8:30 a.m. to noon April 4 
at building 3447. Newly arrived, military 
personnel who are permanently assigned to 
Redstone should attend. And spouses are 
encouraged to attend. Free child care is 
offered during the orientation at the Child 
Development Center, building 3145. The 
child's shot records are required. The orien­
tation features speakers, information 
booths, and a bus tour of Redstone Arsenal. 
For more information call Mary Breeden, 
relocation assistance program manager, 
876-5397. 

Force protection briefing 
Beginning on April 4, the 
AntiterrorismIForce Protection briefing for 
travel outside the United States will no 
longer be held in room 310, building 112 
(Redstone Arsenal Support Activity head­
quarters) . The new location is classroom 3 
in building 3447which is directly behind 
Toftoy Hall, a half block north of the inter­
section of Aerobee Road and Zeus Drive. 
The briefing will continue to be Tuesday at 
9 a.m. 

Child care providers 
A special introduction and orientation nig] 
for Family Child Care Providers will t 
held at 6 p.m. April 11 at building IIJ_~ig 
up for Family Child Care certificatic 
classes that night. For more informatio] 
call Evelyn Carnes 876-7801. 

Youth talent search 
The Month of the Military Child is .in 
around the comer. Enjoy entertainment fl 
the entire family at Youth Services on API 
7 from 6:30-9 p.m., building 3148. Yow 
ages 4-18 are encouraged to show off the 
talents, whether it's singing, dancing I 
playing a musical instrument. Prizes will t 
awarded in different ages categories. flfyc 
know a child or teen that would be intere:; 
ed in performing in Talent Search 2001 
please call 876-5437 to sign up. Deadllil[ 
for signup is April 3. 

Retired officers 
The Retired Officers Association's M,m: 
meeting will be held today at 11 at ReI 
stone Officers' and Civilians' Club. Stretc 
Schnider is to talk about "The Sahm 
Desert." For more information, call retire 
Capt. Al Castelli 859-1340. 

Communicators group 
Universal Communicators, Internation; 
Training in Communication, will mel 
April 13 from 5-6 p.m. at building 568 
(PEO Aviation), conference room 12.: 
Learn to speak before two or 2,000. 
you are interested in improving yOl 
communication skills, attend the mee 
ing to see if ITC is what you're looklfl 
for. For more information, call J ani( 
Isbell 313-4216. 

Food drive 
The children of the School Age PrograJ 
are having a food drive April 15 for tl 
Downtown Rescue Mission. Items yo 
would like to donate may be dropped 0 

from 12:30-5:30 p.m. Monday through FI 
day at building 3400 on Gray Road. FI 
more information, call the program offi( 
in building 3400 at 876-6595. 

See Announcements on pa~ 1 

~~LAMED 
"\..J Mexican Restaurant ~ 

250/0 off Entire Bill ) 
Not good on Fajitas, Steak Dinner or 

Special Dinner. Valid every day excepl 
Friday. One coupon per table. Not valic 
with other offers. Must present coupon 

Expires 3-29-00 . 

• =iaI~ 
3807 University Dr. • Huntsville • 539 .. 6244 t; 
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Huntsville High reunion 
'lite Huntsville High School Class of 1960 
will hold its class reunion June 16-17 at the 
Huntsville Hilton. Any help in locating for­
mer class members would be appreciated. 
For more information, call Ken Coulter 
882-3284 or Gertrude Strong Watson 539-
8536. 

TMDE users conference 
The Program Manager for Test, Measure­
ment and Diagnostic Equipment is sponsor­
ing, with the Tennessee Valley Chapter of 
the National Defense Industrial Associa­
t~, the annual TMDE Users Conference, 
April 4-6 at the Von Braun Center. Static 
displays of military equipment, as well as 
vendor displays are included. Booth space 
is still available for organizations wishing 
to participate. The display coordinator is 
Jodi Weiner 533-5923. Admission is free. 
For more information, call Frank Califf 
313-2582. 

Thrift shop 
The Thrift Shop, building 3209 on Hercules 
Road, will be open the first Saturday of 
e-wb month beginning April 1 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Florida Tech 
Florida Institute of Technology Graduate 
Center, Redstone will hold an information 
session on its master's degree in computer 
information systems April 6 from 12-1 p.m. 
and again 5-6 p.m. Seating is limited. Those 
interested should call FIT's administrative 
office 881-7878. 

lCgistics data symposium 
The Tank-Automotive and Armaments 
Command plans to have a TACOMlIndus­
try Logistics Data Symposium, April 4-6 at 
the Northfield Hilton in Troy, Mich. This 
symposium brings together government 
and industry personnel to discuss issues and 
concerns relevant to the constant changes in 
the logistics environment. For more infor­
mation call Cherice Carter, TACOM-War­
ren chairperson, (810) 574-4175 or Jerry 
Lite, NDIA vice president and co-chair­
person, (810) 574-6683. 
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Announcenlents 
Bible study 
A Bible study is held every Wednesday' 
from 11 :30 a.m. to 12: 15 p.m. at the back 
room of Bicentennial Chapel. Free ham­
burgers will be served. Both civilian and 
military are invited. For more information, 
call 955-4086. 

Catholic community 
Our Lady of the Valley, Catholic communi­
ty at Bicentennial Chapel announces the fol­
lowing: Rosary is recited at 11:30 a.m. 
daily. Mass or a communion service is noon 
Monday through Friday. Spanish mass will 
be held at 6 p.m. April 2. Stations of the 
cross is held every Tuesday during Lent at 6 
p.m. 

Living last Supper 
The entire community of Redstone and 
Huntsville is invited to "The Living Last 
Supper" dramatization at 6:30 p.m. April 20 
at Bicentennial Chapel. This free event will 
last about an hour. Free tickets are available 
at Bicentennial Chapel and Army Commu­
nity Service; or call Dorothy May 842-8391 
or 883-2389 to reserve your tickets at the 
door. 

Rummage sale 
The Junior League of Huntsville will hold 
its annual Rummage Sale from 6:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. April 15 atthe Roundhouse Depot in 
Huntsville. All proceeds will benefit the 
Teen Shelter which is being developed in 
Huntsville. For more information, call the 
Junior League Office 533-3554. 

Zydeco concert 
The Cajun/Zydeco Connection of 
Huntsville is sponsoring an April Fool's 
concert and dance from 8-11 p.m. Saturday 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 3053 Lee­
man Ferry Road. Music will be performed 
by Thomas "Big Hat" Fields and his Foot 
Stompin' Zydeco Band. Free beginner 
dance instruction starts at 7:15 p.m. For 
more information, call 880-2653. 

Covenant players 
The Covenant Players, a non-profit min­
istry of drama and evangelism, will present 
a program tonight at 7 at the Post Theater, 

Call for miles & prices 
Michelle Hall 

517·1276 

building 3712 at the comer of Patton Road 
and Aerobee. The Covenant Players have 
over 125 touring units and have performed 
throughout 82 countries on six continents in 
more than 20 languages. Much of their 
ministry is directed toward military com­
munities. The Ordnance Missile and Muni­
tions Center and School unit ministry teams 
invite you to come and enjoy this program. 
For more information, call 842-0799-. 

Veterans vignettes 
Veterans have the opportunity to participate 
in one of the most popular publishing ven­
tures in recent years. A publisher is seeking 
vignettes for the forthcoming "Chicken 
Soup for the Veteran's Soul." Submissions 
of up to 1,200 words are accepted, and 
compensation will be offered for selected 
stories. Editors say topics may include 
heroism, camaraderie, laughter, reunions 
and patriotism, among others. For submis­
sion guidelines or to view sample stories, 
you can visit the website at www.vetsto­
ries.com or call (888) 387-6373 for more 
information. 

Armor award nominations 
The sixth annual Frederick M. Franks 
Award will be awarded during the 2000 
Armor Conference to an active duty or 
reserve officer, noncommissioned officer, 
or a Department of the Army civilian who 
has demonstrated a longtime contribution 

to the groundfighting and warfighting capa­
bilities of the Army. Nominations must be 
submitted to the U.S. Army Armor School, 
Attn: ATSB-DAS (Franks Award), Fort 
Knox, Ky., 40121, not later than April 25. 
Recommendation of an awatdee will be 
made by the Franks Award Selection Panel 
and forwarded to the Chief of Armor for 
final approval. The winner will be present­
ed the award at the annual armor confer­
ence May 24. The U.S. Army Armor School 
will . pay cost of TDY. For more informa­
tion, call Capt. John Kennedy (502) 624-
7364. 

Communication class 
Army Family Team Building will present a 
class titled "Did you hear what I think you 
said?" from 8:30 a.m. to noon April 12 at 
the Army Community Service conference 
room, building 3491. AFTB is an educa­
tional, self-development program for mili­
tary family members that provides the 
knowledge and skills necessary for person-
al and family readiness. Topics covered will 
include Communication, Effective Com-­
munication, and Listening Skills. Child 
care is provided. Call 842-8375 to register. 

Six Flags tickets 
The Recreation Center Ticket Office now 
has tickets for Six Flags Over Georgia. Six 
Flags is currently open weekends only and 

See Announcements on page 18 
• 

Diabetics 
DIABETIC SUPPLIES· (Glucose monitors, strips & lancets) 

(Insulin and Syringes for those 
eligible) 

MONEY SAVINGS· No cost to you if you qualify 
CONVENIENT· One phone call does it all 

EASY· We do all paperwork and filing 
with Insurance Companies 

FAST· We ship directly to your door 
Great Personal Service 

Medicare or Private Insurance Patients 
Call today for your diabetic supplies. 

1-800-••• -7707 
MEDICAL SERVICE ASSOCIATES, INC. 
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Announcements 
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is offering; a deal this year. In the past Early 
Bird tickt'jts have expired on June 1, but 
this year you can purchase an Early Bird 
for $19.50 and use it any day this season. 
This is a savings of $19.35 off the gate 
price. Early Birds will only be on sale 
through May 31. After that date, adult tick­
et prices will be $24. Tickets may be pur­
chased by the entire Redstone community. 
The ticket office is located in the Recre­
ation Center, building 3711. Hours of 
Operation are: Wednesday through Friday 
from 1:30-8 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. For more infor­
mation, call 876-4531 during operating 
hours. 

Redstone residents advisory 
During the week of April 3-7, Huntsville 
Utilities will conduct a leak survey of the 
natural gas system in the housing area. 
This is only a survey. Surveying the hous­
ing area ispart of their study to determine 
their proposal to take over our total gas 
system under the privatization process. 

. They will survey the gas mains by slowly 
- driving specially equipped vehicles along 

all housing streets. They will also survey 
the gas service lines from the gas main at 
the street to the individual housing units 
by having an employee with handheld 
equipment walk the length of each line. 
Gas servke will not be interrupted except 
in the unlikely event an unsafe condition 
is discovered. In the event of inclement 
• 

weather, the survey may be postponed to 
the week of April 10-14. ' 

Federal technology service 
The General Services Administration, 
Federal Technology Service (FTS) uses a 
variety of methods to meet the information 
technology and telecommunications chal­
lenges of the federal government. GSA 
FTS acts as a wholesale buyer and reseller 
of information technology and telecom­
munications services to the federal IT 
community. Using existing FTS contracts 
and other contractual vehicles, FTS offers 
a full range of IT and network products 
and services. FTS also provides value­
added contracting services and support, 
and is constantly adding new procurement 
options and contracting vehicles, as tech­
nology and customer requirements 
change. FTS is a self-sustaining business 
that derives almost 100 percent of its rev­
enues from customers. FTS customers 
benefit from faster and easier technology 
deployment from existing contracts. Expe­
rienced FTS employees and vendor part­
ners enable FTS to deliver a full range of 
high quality telecommunications, informa­
tion technology systems, hardware and 
software, consulting services, information 
security services and products, and inte­
grated technology solutions. FTS offers 
direct acquisition support through its IT 
Solutions program, formly known as the 
FAST Program. For more information 
regarding the IT Solutions (FAST) Pro­
gram, call John Mayes 895-5093. 

NCCIM, L.L.C. 
P.O. Box 12068 
Huntsville, AL 35815 
Fax: 256/885-2527 email: 
resumes@nccim.com 

NCCIM is a joint venture company formed by Nichols Research 
and COLSA Corp with its headquarters in Huntsville, AL 

Positions currently available: 

COMPUTER SPECIALIST/SR. SYSTEMS ANALYST POSITIONS: 
(8 yrs exp in prograll)ming & analysis or B.S. + 5 yrs) 
e(Pos# 00.13R) Exp with web applications development, HTML, ASP JAVA, 
JAVA Script, Oracle, and Visual Basic. Exp in SQL and relational DBs a plus. 
e(Pos# 00.09R) Exp with web application development, HTMl, ASp, MS 

_ Internet Information Server, NT, Visual Basic, JAVA Script, Oracle or other 
relational database along with strong programming skills. 
e(Pos# 00.19N) Exp with HTML, JAVA, JAVA SCRIPT, Oracle, APl, Visual 
Basic. Develop, test and implement web applications and web access to legacy 
systems 
e(Pos #00.18R) Exp with C, PERL, PUSQL, Forms 4.5 and UNIX scripting. 
e(POS# 00·21 R) Exp with Oracle 7.3, 8.0.4 and 8.0.5 with HP-UX on SUN OS 
OFFICE AUTOMATION SPECIALIST 
(4 yrs exp in programming & analysis or A.S. + 2 yrs) 
e(Pos# 00·17R) Exp with desktop support in an NT environment; Windows 
95/98/NT operating systems and MS Office Suite. 

NCCIM offers a competitive pay structure along with a strong benefits package that 
includes medical, dental, life, and disability insurance; 401(K) Plan; and tuition 

reimbursement. 

Applications selected will be subject to a security investigation and must meet 
eligibility requirements for access to classified data. Some travel may be required. 

NCCIM i,S an-Equal Employment/Affirmative Action Employer' 

• ~"' ...... Ii. ~ • , 1i. • • '" ....... ' .. '" :. _ a'" ""'." Ii... .. ... , ~ •.. 
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Spring charity sale 
The United Way Youth Council and 
McRae's (Madison Square and Parkway 
City Malls) will hold the annual Spring 
Charity Sale, May 6 from 6-10 a.m. This 
fund-raising event is an opportunity for area 
non-profit agencies, clubs, churches, 
schools or other organizations to raise 
money they need for special projects and 
activities. Tickets are $5 each and the 
money-raised will benefit participating 
organizations and other local charities. The 
kickoff meetings will be held at United Way 
of Madison County, 701 Andrew Jackson 
Way. on April 6 from 11 :30 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 
5-6:30 p.m. (meal provided). For reserva­
tions and more information about how 
organizations can participate in this Spring 
Charity Sale or to purchase tickets, call 
Linda or Amanda at United Way 536-0745, 
ext. 118. 

Alcoholics anonymous . 
An Alcoholics Anonymous group meets 
each Thursday at 11 a.m. in Sparkman Cen­
ter building 5304, room 4309. For informa­
tion call 313-1478. The Redstone Arsenal 
Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets 
each Wednesday at noon and Friday at 5: 15 
p.m. in room 11 at Bicentennial Chapel. 

Union meeting 
AFGE Local 1858 will hold its regular 
monthly meeting at 4:30 p.m. April 10 at 
building 3202 (Union Office). All employ­
ees are invited. For more information, call 
876-4880 or 881-7430. 

Sergeants major " 
The Sergeants Major Association will hol<jfs 
monthly meeting from 6:30-7:30 a.m. ApruzO 
at the Radisson Suite Hotel on South Memor­
ial Parkway. For more information, call Sgt 
Maj. Marvin Whitted 842-2879. 

Parts management workshop 
The Aviation and Missile Command and the 
MSFC Safety and Mission Assurance are 
co-hosting "Mission Success on the Infor­
mation Highway" in buildings 4200 and 
4203 on April 4-5. The objective of this 
workshop is to provide a forum for assess­
ing parts information tools, processes ifd 
techniques for the safety, readiness, sustain­
ability and availability of space and 
weapons systems. Specific companie~" 

along with MSFC, AMCOM , and GIDEP, 
will demonstrate their processes and tools 
that proactively assist in management of 
these key success areas. Anyone involved in 
parts specification, evaluation, procurement, 
analysis, or maintenance is encouraged to 
participate. Topics will include MSFC's 
new ALERT processing system; piece-parts 
reliability, maintainability, and availability 
information ~ources; cost reduction tech­
niques and tools; lifccyc1e sustainabiif-); 
microelectronics design techniques to miti­
gate risk; diminishing manufacturing 
sources and material shortages; and pre­
ferred suppliers and vendor qualifications. 
For more information, call Kim Bell 313-
6497 . 

**************************** * 
* * * * * * * * 

.Joe Sartain 
DECATUR 

3300 Hwy. 31 S. 

Jim Sawyer 
Sales/Leasing 
Professional 

U.S. Army (Ret.) 

* * * -'k 

* * * * * 

Call lim Sawyer (256) 350-2 J 20 lor prlcln,­
on new or used vehicles lor 'he besf deall 

New Car & Truck Rebates & Rate (APR) Incentives 
Many Program Car Specials In Stock 

"9J Ranger "93 Ford "99ZX2 
Like new, 36k miles Leather, va, moon roof, #l644P Loaded 

$3,990 $6,890 $10,990 
"96 Chevy "96 Camry 

Monte Carlo Nice car 

! 
J. 

$10,900 $11,990 E-mail: .topsawyer@aol.com 
"., ,:;- ~.~ r,.JI, .. ~ .. ~ " .... -, .. -", .. .' ,'. , " . . , " 
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Classifieds 
Camper top, blue, for full size Table, 4 chairs, 3/4 Brick ranch on 112 acre wi 

!de.al law makes it illegal to 1994 Mustang GT Laser Red, LWB Truck, $350.00. Call 1994 Ford Ranger XLT, and pew bench, trees, LA w/ fp, DR w/ chair 

IVbrtise any preference, limi- V8, 5.0L 5 spd, 31 k mi. new 508-6506 for more information. 60K miles. Like new. Never $160. 830-2491. rails, Ig kit, 4BR/ 2BA, 2 car 

tion or discrimination in tires many extras, must see! Wrecked, 2nd owner. $5,750. gar, Ig deck, wooden fence, 

lusing based on race, color, $11,000 obo 722-9406 1987 Bayliner 2155 Cuddy Call 256-233-3540. Transmission 4-Speed for Monrovia School. FSBO. 

ligion or national origin. The OMC, 00, V8, New upholstery, 
Mahogany coffee and lamp 

1974, Toyota Landcruiser, $109,500. 721-4557. 

ldstone Rocket will not 1993 Mits. Diamante,4D, auto, battery with trailer, $8,000. 
table with marble top. From the 

$650. Call 753-0631. 

lowingly accept advertising air bag, ABS/PW/PL, cruise, Call 650-5744 Executive home, 2600SqFt, 

new tires/brakes. Retail $7K, 1940's. $895.00 for pair. Call WANTED 4BR, 2V2BA, 12009 Chimney 
at is in violation of the law, 

sell for $5,500. 858-6638. Fiberglass bass boat, 70HP Ev- 536-4718 A used compo sting toliet. Hollow Trail SE. 725-7940 
Id readers and advertisers inrude:, $2500. Call (256) Call 859-9762. 
e hereby informed that all Solid oak Furniture - coffee ta-

1991 Mercury Sable GS, 498-2210 Great location 8. condition 
veilings advertised in this pa- AIT, V6, loaded, 2nd owner, 

ble, 2 end stands, 2 "Cracker How to place Redstone Rocket 2 BR, 2 BA Condo, LA with 
!r are available on an equal records, 113,000 miles, $2,800. 1984 Glasstream 120hp ski- Barrel" Rocking Chairs used 2 Classified Ads Free Classified fireplace, all appl's. included. 
)portunity basis. Call 880-2352. boat, good condition, with yrs $75 each. Call 519-6867 are provided to all Redstone $56,500. 830-1590 
:cording to the Inspector accessories, $2,800 OBO. Three Genie door 

Arsenal personnel. Personal 

~neral, the of office 1988 Chevy SWB Full Size 
garage items only. Seller Pays Closing. Conve-

use Call 351-9726. openers, Model AT90. $10.00 
lone numbers in classified Truck. 305 V8, 145K mi. Runs Real Estate, Business and "For nient to RSA, 3Br, 2Ba, many 

Ivertising is contrary to regu- great, good condo body & inte- Aristo Craft, 17112', each or 3 for $25.00. Call after Profit" Do not qualify for this upgrades, almost new, $4,975 

tion. Please submit home rior. $4,000 obo. 256-880-8241. 125HP. Inboard/outboard. 5:00pm, 353-6130 free offer. Only 1 ad per week dwn pymt. pymts $710 paR. 

lOt. numbers only. 1987 GMC Van 3/4 Ton; 
Rebuilt motor, runs good. Treated 2x4, used, various 

from an individual. $99,500.2507 Bonnie Oaks Dr., 

$1500. 828-3755 Mail your ad to: Call Tommy @ Stockton Realty 
customized package, Explorer lengths up to 16' long, The Redstone Rocket o 533-4291, N 539-8075. 
195K miles, runs great. $3,500 1996 Hornet Travel Trailer, rmvd. fro 16'x20' deck. Make P.O. Box 1007 West Station 

* AUTOSITRUCKS 
OBO. Call 772-2422 30ft, tandum axle, very plush, offer over $150. 882-1399 Huntsville, AL 35807 

* must sell. $12,000 080. Call SERVICES 1985 Pontiac Parisienne. 230-6855. 
Unlimited Internet Access Ph 532-4300 Fax: 532-4349 

$2,000 negotiable. Very Clean. No Monthly Payments 

198 Ford Expedition, Eddie Owner must sell. Call $179.95 no other charges 

* wer. Mint Condition. 12,000 859-1304. Camera Package for sale: 100% money back guarantee REAL ESTAIE C 8. C Office Relocation Servic-

iles. $28,500. Bronica camera, lenses & ac- Financing available. 
es Specializing in Modular Fur-

~II 256-586-8664. 1993 Jeep Grand Cherokee, cessories. Call Joe 721-1688. Toll Free 1-877-715-1770 niture Free Estimates, Reason-

4WD., Loaded, 105K miles. BIKE for salel Hooks to adult 
2BR,1 1/2 BA, WID, New Paint! able Rates Experienced Crew. 

198 Mustang GT, 21K miles, Asking $10,500. Call 864-2310. King Size mattress and box Carpet, Basic cable, Quiet 533-2330 

Jrgandy with Tan interior, 
bike, kid really pedals! 40-80 springs. 6 weeks old. Excellent Community, great location, No 

1991 Dodge Stealth ES, silver, pounds. Only' $75.00. Call HELP FAMILIES 
(cellent condition. $17K condition. $500. Call 852-6111. pets! Ref's. $430 + lease & 

RM. 256-736-8923 after 4:00. 5sp, 70K, CD, all power. 721-2669 Dep. Available now! Call 
GET OUT OF DEBTI 

$6,700. Call 536-3438. (3) Utility Trailers, 2 large 539-7537. 
512-0459 

196 Honda Civic, $11,000, 

* 
1/2 ton, 1 small. $50 - $250. 

"~i miles, 5 speed, Silver, 1990 F150, 5.0, 79,000 miles, MISCELLANEOUS 828-3755 1BR, 1BA Condo for sale on Ride Dee's Winning Fun Bus to 

ofl~ r Stereo, A/C, very auto, longbed, $4,700, call Bob Kubota Tractor L-1501 19hp 
Drake Ave. $22,500, OBO. Tunica every Sat & Wed; Bus 

ean. Call 882-5363. at 859-5782 after 4:30pm Call 551-0223. Fare: $20; 2 free meals; $15 in 
Diesel-700 hours, 3PT lift. coins. It's the best! 536-0205 

196 Mazda 626 LX, V6, 61K 1989 Chevy Z-24, Convertible, $3,100 OBO. Call (h) 852-5856. Sit under your very own Vine 

i., 25 mpg, white, 5 spd, mint Rebuilt V6, New Top, Auto, covered Pergola this summer 

* Longaberger/ Amish bus tour, 
md. & loaded, $10,250 OBO. A/C, $5,000. 881-1030 daytime. Cherry Dining Table and & enjoy tlie shrubs & flowers in EMPLOYMENT 
'4-5098 after 5:30 pm. 1986 Cadillac Sedan Deville, 4- Chairs, $600. Queen Bedding 

Ladies only, Oct. 11-14, 2000. your beautifully landscaped 
Call for details 256-536-1345 

196 Nissan Altima GXE, Auto, Dr, Lt. Blue, $3,000. Call and Frame, $100. Call yard. Everything has already 

882-0173 for more information. 883-6894 for more information. WANTED: been done for you - just move VON BRAUN CENTER 
)R/PUPW/Cruise, Charcoal, in & enjoy. This well main- Seeking 2 Catering • 

Reliable, Working Go Cart. 
iK, below book value, exc. 1980 Fireblrd V8, 2 door, 1997 Club Golf Car w/head/tail Reasonable Price. 

tained brick rancher, is a doll Captains & Wait Staff 
md. $8,695, 837-9371. needs paint,leak on the brake lights, horn, hubcaps, Aux Call 256-379-2756. 

inside with updated kit. w/ bar 

195 Chevy S-10, EXCab, air, cylinder. $900. Call 890-1665. plug, windshield, & charger, & new vinyl, LR/DR, fam. rm, We are currently seeking pro-
$2,800.00. 256-233-2949. Wedding Dress, ivory, $495. 3BR, 1 % BA & a Florida rm w/ fessional service staff for Ca-

ltO, cruise, ABS, 30,000 1940 Pontiac Street Rod. Antique chairs w/captains chair beamed ceiling, (6) 3x6 win- tered Events. These positions 
iles. $11,500, obo. Call Needs to be' completed. Call ISI-K ping Irons 3-PW with $285. Zenith console TV $100. dows & gasllog FP. The en- offer flexible, part-time 
7~05. black dot steel, senior staff 

a 
256-837-8500 for more info. 729-6173 or 880-2018. closed gar. would be perfect schedule. Experienced Cater-

195 Ford Escort Wagon: 
retail. Cost $680.00 will sell for for game room, shop or your Ing Captains starting pay 

3,500 miles, automatic, air, 

* 
$450. EX. Condo Call 461-9282 Oreck Vaccum, $200. Old Golf own business. I forgot about $9.00/hr. with potential in-

'Uise, exc. condition. $6,275 BOATS/RV Lawn Mower, self-propelled, 
Clubs, $100. Call Sat and Sun separate util./pantry, fans, ber- crease at 90 day review. 

BO. Call 881-5799 needs minor repairs, $25.00. 
only! 883-1550. ber carpet, french door, circu- Wait Staff starting average 

Patio chairs, green, $30.00 ea. PLAY HOUSE Little Tykes lar drive w/ carport, new wood- $6.50/hr. 
195 Chevrolet Blazer LS, 4DR. DEEP SEA FISHING Call 534-8537 Country Cottage $75 en shed, 4 yr. old gas pack. & Apply in person at: 
(4, Black, 4.3L Engine, 92,000 April - May weekday specials. Slide $25, Call 883-2628 Tornado shelter. This house Von Braun Center 
lies, loaded. Day: 964-4631, All day up to 12 people $1050. Marquis Diamond Soliatire has it all! Approx. 1700 sq. ft. 700 Monroe Street 
ight: 379-2715. Mon-Thurs Capt Joe Nash. Ring, 1.12 ct weight, colorless, Stanley Garage door opener. Serious inquiries please. Huntsville, AL 35801 

Orange Beach AI. 14 kt gold setting, $3500 ne- 1/2 hp. $65.00. Home $79,900. 4007 Telstar Circle 
Toll free 1-888-271-6576 gotiable. 858-3657 852-2158, beeper 720-4024. SW. Call 539-0586 for appt. No Phone Calls. EOE 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

FREE REDSTONE ROCKET CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free classifieds (limited to 4 lines) are provided to all "Redstone Arsenal personnel. 
PERSONAL ITEMS ONLY. REAL ESTATE, BUSINESS & "FOR PROFIT' ITEMS 

DO NOT QUALIFY FOR THIS FREE OFFER. 
Only one ad per week from an individual. 

Redstone Rocket 
P.O. Box 1007 West Station, Huntsville, AL 35807 

Name: __________________ _ 

Home address: --------------------------------------
Redstone affiliation: ----------------------------------
Daytime phone no. (not to be included in ad): ___ __ 

Please run the following non-commercial classified ad in the next edition of the 
Redstone Rocket. Work numbers may not be used as a contact number. 

• • • • • • 

-

-

Classifieds 532-4300 Fax (256) 532-4349 by 5pm Friday prior to Wednesday's paper 

FOR COMMERCIAL AD RATES CALL (256) 532·4539 
\ . .-

I 
~ ,. .. ---------------------------------------------- ____ 1 I_I 

1 ____ 1 

I_I ' ____ 1 I_I r_ ... -- - .. 
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• Defense Secretary argues military support 

Helene C. Stikkel/AFPS 

_ MEETING WITH TROOPS- Cohen mingles among the crowd of U.S. soldiers train­
ing at Udairi Range, Kuwait, Oct. 14, 1998. Cohen was in the Persian Gulf region to 
visit with U.S. troops and Gulf state leaders. 

Cohen 
continued from page 13 

Health care, Cohen noted, is certainly the 

• 

-

most emotional issue for servicemembers. 
"If they're deployed and they call their fam­
ily back home, they want to know they're 
getting good 9are." (American Forces 
Press Service) 

Navy begins honorary 
members program with 
Fitzwater, McCurry • 

By Jim Garamone 

WASHINGTON- Former White 
House Press Secretaries Marlin Fitzwater 
and Mike McCurry became honorary mem­
bers of the destroyers USS Arleigh Burke 
and USS Marc Mitscher respectively dur­
ing a Pentagon ceremony. 

Fitzwater, who worked for Presidents 
Reagan and Bush, and McCurry, for Presi­
dent Clinton, were both clearly delighted 
with the honor. 

''I'm really honored to receive this 
opportunity," Fitzwater said. "I've had 
many positive experiences with the Navy. 
In all the White House years the number of 
times we turned to the Navy and Marines, 
they always responded in marvelous fash­
ion." 

McCurry thanked Navy Secretary 
Richard Danzig for his leadership to "con­
nect the American people to our sailors and 
Marines. It is a way to remember all our 
men and women in uniform and the fine job 
that they do," he said. "I'm looking to have 
some fun, too. The commander and I have 
talked about the ship's trip schedule and 
where I might be able to join them." 

McCurry turned to Cmdr. Frank Pan­
dolfe, captain of the Mitscher and said, "If 
you will teach me how to navigate straight 

and true, I'll teach you how to spin." 
Danzig said the Navy and Marine Corp: 

are about relationships. At its heart, h, 
said, military service is about the persona 
relationships crewmates develop and thei 
trust in each other. 

"Another set of relationships that COil 

cerns us is between us as members of th, 
military and civilian society as a whole,' 
Danzig said. "As a relatively declil!iu! 
number of Americans have experience ir 
military service, one problem we have i: 
how do we relay a sense of military experi 
ence to the public." 

This was the beginning of the Navy': 
Honorary Members Program. Distin 
guished civilians become honorary mem 
bers of the crew or the unit. "They can can] 
the message of the ship or unit back j.< 

America," Danzig said. 
It works two ways. The honorary mem 

bers visit the ship or unit and speak with th( 
crew. 

Other notables to be initiated soon·Jn 
author Maya Angelou, San Diego Padre~ 
owner Larry Luchino, soccer star Mil 
Hamm, futurist Peter Schwartz, financiel 
Dennis Bovin, football star Chad Hennings 
and retired Marine Corps colonel and tele· 
vision star Ed McMahon. (Americar 
Forces Press Service) 

Photo by Jim Garamone 

WELCOME ABOARD- Cmdr. Frank Pandolfe and Master Chief Petty Officer Ronald 
l. Downs welcome Mike McCurry to the crew of the destroyer USS Mitscher. McCur­
ry, former press secretary to President Clinton, became an honorary crew member 
during a March 23 ceremony in the Pentagon. 
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