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New laws, Army programs combat domestnc violence

Prevention is focus
of Army campaign

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer

he got slapped around again. Pushed,
punched, kicked— all because dinner

was cold when he came home... or
the kids were playing too loud... or because
she wanted to know where he’s been... or
because... she’s breathing.

There is no justification for domestic
violence. No one deserves to live a life of
fear, wondering when the beating will start
again.

The bad news is that it happens every
day. In fact, it happens about six times
every minute. And the FBI reports that 95

The good news is that there is help—
help for the victim, help for the abuser,

help for the family.

Three new domestic violence laws were
added to the Alabama books this year, in an
attempt to protect victims and prosecute
abusers.

Photo by Sandy Riebeling
FIRST RESPONDERS— Members of Redstone’s police force are the first to respond
to calls of domestic violence that occur on the Arsenal. Virginia Dempsey, right,
Family Advocacy Program manager, talks with military policemen Spec. Vaygen
Trimble and Spec. Jerrod Boyd about the upcoming training session on responding

arrangements.

Thirdly, the Domestic Abuse Insurance
Protection Act, effective in August, pro-
vides the victim an avenue to recoup dam-
ages on personal property done by the
abuser.

Police at Redstone Arsenal will be
briefed on the scope and definition of these
new laws plus given an overview of the
First Offenders Program with the

 Huntsville Police Department. The special

the Army’s effort to support October as
Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

“I don’t think the general public is
aware of the potential dangers police offi-
cers face when they respond to domestic
violence,” Sgt. Melynda Dugdale, Provost
Marshal Office investigator, said. “First
responders on the scene deal with every-
thing from injuries, to screaming children

" to violent spouses to possibly armed peo-
ple. Their job is to stabilize the scene
remove the perpetrator and call for medica:
services. It’s a lot to handle.”

While the Army is taking care to equip
and prepare its police to respond, the main

training sessions, held Oct. 24, are a part of

In August, the Domestic Violence and a
Crime Bill went into effect. Before this
law, victims of abuse had to press charges
against the abuser before an arrest would
be made. This law makes abuse a crime,
which means police officers can arrest

PAC-3 missile has

to domestic violence calls.

abusers without the victim’s consent or
support.

The Holding Period Bill for Domestic
Violence Offenders, effective Aug. 1,

allows abusers to be removed and detained
for up to 12 hours after the offense, which
allows the victim to assess the situation,
seek help and perhaps find alternate living

thrust of its effort during the month is to
improve education, awareness and preven-

tion of domestic violence situations.
In 1999 there were 7,673 substantiat-
ed allegations of family violence within
See Prevention on page 6

Soldiers should reopen their education account

another successful
intercept test

The Ballistic Missile Defense Organization and the
Army successfully conducted a test of the Patriot
Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) missile Oct. 14 at White
Sands Missile Range, N.M.

The PAC-3 missile intercepted and destroyed the ballis-
tic missile target. While the PAC-2 missile did not destroy
its subscale target, the drone did appear to be damaged and
the kill-effects are being analyzed. Preliminary test data
indicate that all other test objectives were met.

See Test on page 6

EDUCATION CENTER RELEASE

Thousands of soldiers who have previously with-
drawn money from their Veterans Education Assistance
Program account should act now to ensure they retain the
opportunity to convert to the Montgomery GI Bill.

Two legislative proposals currently being reviewed by

Congress include changes that may affect soldiers with

zero-balance VEAP accounts.

In the mid-1980s, soldiers who opencd a VEAP
account were encouraged to withdraw their funds and
deposit them into interest bearing accounts. They under-
stood the contributions could be added back to the VEAP
account prior to separation from active duty without
penalty. Time may be running out to reopen. VEAP
accounts before new legislation is passed.

Army educators are strongly recommending all VEAP

soldiers who have zero balance in their VEAP accounts to
immediately visit their local finance office to reopen the
suspended account. The local finance offices, according
to Army Regulation 621-202, 4-7c & 4-8, have authority
toxeopenasuspendedVEAPaccoumwﬁharecom
mended $25. minimum contribution. The local finance
office must confirm the soldiers initially opened a VEAP
account during the VEAP era, which ran from Jan. 1,
1977 to June 30, 1985 or during the one open enfollment
window from Oct. 29, 1986 to March 31, 1987.

Military members must be on active duty to take

. advantage. of this opportunity to reopen their suspended

VEAP account. For more information about VEAP, visit
your local -education center or access Education online at
the following address: h@ /lwww.perscom. axmy mil/edu-
cation.

Ten-miler team wins two awards

Runners roll

4 | Red ribbons:

Drug awareness focus of week

Software center gets new café

Byte to eat
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no room for domestic violence

he Army-based campaign to pre-
I vent domestic violence is ongo-
ing. Each year, along with citi-
zens and public officials across the Unit-
ed States, we declare the month of Octo-
ber as Domestic Violence Prevention
Month in order to call attention to the
problem and to re-commit ourselves to
our goal. Our campaign for 2000
declares, "There is No Room for Domes-
tic Violence in the Army Family."
Leadership is important. Everyone at
this installation must be a role model for
what is right and just when it comes to
domestic violence. We must continue to
build strong partnerships with the civil-
ian community so we can use Army

teamwork to share our best prevention
efforts.

Our Command's.commitment to
domestic violence prevention is total.
Violence that occurs in our military fam-
ilies undermines our military objectives
and it undermines families. All the more
reason our campaign against domestic
violence must succeed.

I hereby proclaim October 2000 as
Domestic Violence Prevention Month at
Redstone Arsenal and call on every
member of this community to join in the
campaign.

Maj. Gien. Al Sullivan

commander,

AMCOM and Redstone Arsenal

Man dies from bite by rabid bat

REDSTONE ARSENAL VETERINARY CLINIC RELEASE

A Taylor County man died of rabies
October 10, at the Medical Center of
Central Georgia in Macon.

The 26-year-old was initially treated
at Peach County Hospital in Fort Val-
ley, October 3. He was then transferred
to Macon two days later.

The Department of Human

Resources Division of Public Health

suspects the man was infected by bats
living in the boarding house where he
was staying. The owner of the house
has been notified and efforts are under-
way to destroy all bats living in the
house. Anyone who may have come
into contact with the victim is being
notified and counseled on any need for
medical treatment.

Rabies is a serious disease caused by
a virus, which is spread by animals
with rabies. In the United States, the
majority of human cases of rabies are
caused by bat bites. Person to person
transmission is extremely rare. In fact,
the only recorded cases involved
corneal transplants. It is possible to
transmit the disease through saliva. The
last known case of human rabies in

Georgia dates back to 1991 in Walker
County.
The best way to prevent rabies is to

" vaccinate pets, keep pets on a leash and

call the animal shelter to collect stray
animals. Never touch unfamiliar or
wild animals.

If you are bitten by an animal, wash
the wound with soap and water for five
minutes then call your doctor. If you
suspect an animal has rabies call your
local animal control.

Bats are beneficial animals, however
it is important to minimize contact
between bats and people. It’s potential-
ly dangerous if bats live in the same
building as people. If a bat is living in
your home, call a pest control firm for
assistance getting rid of the bats and
sealing any entrances and exits to pre-
vent bats from entering the building in
the future.

Symptoms of rabies in people
include pain or tingling at the site of
the bite, hallucinations, fear of water
due to spasms in the throat, and paraly-
sis. Once these symptoms appear, the

. disease is invariably fatal. That is why

prevention and early treatment follow-
ing an animal bite are so important.

Letters to t
Commander’s letter: There’s

e
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Corporate

edito

information officials

offer explanation on systems

complained about the viability of

automation. “I will mention several
examples of how attempts to automate
something have resulted in greater degrees
of frustration and lost productivity,” the
anonymous writer stated. Several exam-
ples were citied including the PCMS sys-
tem used by IMPAC card holders, the
Army FMS pricing system, developed to
obtain pricing of secondary items for for-
eign military sales, and the Defense Secu-
rity Assistance Management Systern.

The Corporate Information Center
provided the following response. “Thank
you for the Letter to the Editor you sub-
mitted for the July 26 issue of the Rocket
regarding improvements needed in our
automated systems. Your submission
indicates that users of our automation
tools need to know the procedures they
can use to help get needed changes made
to our systems, and reduce user frustra-
tion levels.

“Two of the systems mentioned in
your letter—the Purchase Card Manage-
ment System (PCMS), and the Defense
Security Assistance Management System
(DSAMS)—have been fielded to
AMCOM by higher headquarters.
Because they were fielded by higher
headquarters, we are prohibited from
making changes to them at the local
level. However, we can submit requests
for changes to the systems through our
local functional proponents.

“Generally, changes to higher-head-
quarters systems follow structured
change-management procedures. For

In a recent letter to the Rocket, a reader

example, a change-management board
usually reviews the suggested change for
feasibility, prioritization if the change is
approved, and identification of a funding
source to-complete the change. In the
case of the problems you surfaced in your
letter, the higher-headquarters functional
proponent for the PCMS system is
HQAMC. Requests for changes to this
system may be submitted through the
AMCOM Resource Management Direc-
torate, Rebecca Simons, 876-7929, to the
functional proponent. Requests for
changes to DSAMS may be submitted
through the AMCOM Security Assistance
Management Directorate, Diane Brown,
313-6982, to the functional proponent.

“Requests for changes to the locally-
developed system mentioned in the letter,
AFSP, may be submitted to the AMCOM
Security Assistance Management Direc-
torate, Diane Brown, 313-6982.

“Sometimes users are unsure who to
contact to obtain information about the
organization responsible for a system.
The AMCOM System Change Control
Officer (SCCO), Landa Pennington,
876-4366, can assist users in obtaining
that information.

“In summary, functional proponents
are concerned about the user friendliness
and effectiveness of the systems they
field, and feedback from users is espe-
cially critical in ensuring that needed
changes are made. We encourage you to
submit requests for changes to these sys-
tems to the Resource Management
Directorate and the Security Assistance
Management Directorate.”

Security updated for post visitors

While Redstone Arsenal is at Threat-
con Alpha +, here are a few measures that
will help you more easily enter the instal-
lation.

* To gain access a valid vehicle decal
and a picture ID are required.

* Visitors must present a valid driver’s
license and a picture ID to obtain a visi-
tors pass.

* A foreign national visiting the Mar-
shall Space Flight Center must be on a

pre-approved visitors list. A foreign
national visiting an Army organization on
Redstone Arsenal will be treated as any
other visitor.

¢ An employee that is driven to work
by someone else, such as a spouse or
friend, can receive a special pass from the
Provost Marshal Office, building 3453.

For more information or if you have
questions, call the Provost Marshal Office
at 876-4444.

Editorial office 876-1500 Editorial fax 955-9138
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» Workers have channels for submlttlng personal grievances

Complaint resolution
can occur informally

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor

In a perfect world, everyone whistles
while they work and goes around happy-
go-lucky without any complaints.

But in this imperfect world, a system
for handling grievances is a necessity.
That’s why the Army has a grievance sys-
tem for its civilian employees.

“The grievance system is a process
used by employees to seek formal redress

- of any matter of employment dissatisfac-

tion,” Jackie Bennett, supervisory person-
nel management specialist in the Civilian
Personnel Advisory Center, said. “And
employment is used generically to include
any matter for which the employee feels
he or she has been caused harm or disad-
vantaged.”

The forum an employee uses in the civil-
ian grievance process depends on whether
that worker is in a union bargaining unit.
The worker can file a grievance under either
the negotiated contract with the union or the
agency’s grievance procedure for employ-
ees outside a bargaining unit.

“About 80 to 85 percent of Team Red-
stone’s employees are bargaining unit
employees, and as such would use the
negotiated grievance procedure for their

‘particular bargaining unit,” Bennett said.

Employees outside a bargaining unit
would generally include all personnel
workers— except those involved in pure-
ly clerical work — managers or supervi-
sors, and people involved in intelligence
work. They would use the agency’s griev-
ance procedure under AMCOM Regula-
tion 690-20.

*““The first thing a person should do is try
to resolve the complaint or dissatisfaction in
an informal way by bringing the matter to
the attention of the first-line supervisor,”
Bennett said. “And-then if that doesn’t
work, the employee can opt to file formally
by invoking either provisions of the negoti-
ated grievance procedure or the agency’s
grievance procedure. Both of these process-
es have informal steps of problem resolu-
tion. In other words, there’s a three-step
process to grievance resolution.”

The first step in either procedure is usu-
ally held with the first-line supervisor. The
second step with the negotiated grievance
procedure is handled by the chief of the
primary organizational element in most
cases. The second step under the agency’s
grievance procedure is held by the person
designated by the commander who has

Photo by Skip Vaughn

DISCUSSING PROCEDURE— LeRoy Daniels, civilian personnel officer, discusses
the grievance process with Jackie Bennett, supervisory personnel management

specialist.

jurisdiction to resolve the matter. In the
third step, the grievance is put in writing
through supervisory channels to the com-
mander; and the commander will make a
decision in writing to the employee.

In the agency’s grievance procedure, the
commander can order an AR 15-6 investi-
gation, invoke any other type of formal
investigation or forward a grievance off
post to the Office of Complaints and Inves-
tigations in Atlanta, Ga., for a recommen-
dation. That recommendation is then sent
back to the commander who can accept or
reject it and then render his decision to the
employee. That decision becomes final,
ending the administrative process.

“Under the contractual (negotiated)
grievances, once the decision is made at
the third step the grievance can go further
to arbitration if that process is invoked by
the union,” Bennett said.

Employees under the negotiated griev-
ance procedure have the right to be repre-
sented by the union.

Grievances usually involve employ-
ment-related issues such as promotions,
or some sort of disciplinary action. The
relief sought must be personal to the
employee. Larger scale complaints, such
as alleged organizational fraud or abuse,
are handled in another forum— like the
inspector general, for example.

Normally grievances must be
addressed within a specified time which
may vary depending on the particular
agency or union contract. Under the
AMCOM contract with the American
Federation of Government Employees
Local 1858, the employee has 10 working

“days to file his grievance. That’s 10 work-

ing days from the act or incident giving

105 Richard Brown Road
Harvest, AL 35749

Kathy Fallon

Owner

Numbers make you crazy?
Let us free up your time.
Bookkeeping, taxes, payroll
and company set up.

217123

256.837.6501
FAX 8685.483.5600

rise to the grievance; but an employee can
file at any time if he or she is alleging a
continuous act or condition. After submis-
sion of the grievance, the first-step super-
visor must render a written decision with-
in five working days. The employee then
has five days to file a grievance report
indicating a desire to pursue the case fur-
ther. If the grievance is unresolved after
the first step, a second-step meeting will
be held within 10 working days after
receipt of the employee grievance report.

“If the grievance is not resolved as a
result of this meeting and discussion and
upon issuance of the grievance decision
by the second-step grievance official, then
the employee can submit his or her formal
grievance in writing through supervisory
channels to the appropriate commander,
attention CPAC,” Bennett said. “After a
decision has been rendered by the com-
mander, further rights to arbitration will
be specified in the letter to the employee.”

The entire grievance process can easily
take six months. Since January there have
been nine formal grievances filed under
the union contract, two agency griev-
ances, and two arbitration cases. These
statistics are for three agencies: the Avia-
tion and Missile Command, the Logistics
Support Activity, and the Army Materiel
Systems Analysis Activity.

“Each person who files a grievance can
get assistance from the personnel office
on their rights and obligations to file a
grievance,” Bennett said.

LeRoy Daniels, the civilian personnel
officer, sees advantages to using the
Army’s grievance system.

“One, it allows the employee to bring
the matter to the officials wha are closer to
the facts,” Daniels said. ““Secondly, it allows
the officials to craft a solution in the infor-
mal stages. Third, I believe it enhances the
probability of reconciliation. And it allows
for rapid change to policies.”
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Team Redstone takes two awards in Ammy Ten-Mller

3rd and 5th place finishes

represent best year ever

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor

WASHINGTON-— Redstone Arsenal
has sent a team to the Army Ten-Miler for
most of the road race’s 16-year history.

And Redstone has been successful, par-
ticularly in the all-comers division. But
never has a Redstone team accomplished
the feat of this year’s nine-member group.

- For the first time ever, Redstone won two
team awards in the same year. Team Red-
stone took third and fifth place awards in the
all-comers division which drew 29 teams at
the race held Oct. 15 near the Pentagon.

“What? How did you do that?” post
CSM Roscoe Johnson exclaimed when he
heard the news.

Depth is the answer. This year’s team
was the deepest ever, with nine strong run-
ners. There is an eight-member limit per
team, so Redstone fielded two egtries in all-
comers.

Redstone-1 took third place in 4:19:02
which represents the combined time for its
four finishers. Members included Capt.
Morris Bodrick (59:07), PFC Thomas
Heuertz (62:06), David Locker (67:08) and
Alexander Steel (70:41), assistant coach.
Darin Kruse was originally scheduled to run
but missed the trip due to a family emer-

gency.

Mr. Waddell will be available for book signing
from 2:00pm to 8:00pm at:

Books-A-Million
1682 Beltline Road
Decatur, AL
November 2, 2000

Books-A-Million
975 Airport Road SW
Huntsville, AL
November 4, 2000

Courtesy photo

TEN-MILER TEAM— From left are Capt. Morris Bodrick, Skip Vaughn, PFC Roy
Gullickson, PFC Thomas Heuertz, Pvt. Daniel Maher, Nathan Graham, Alexander
Stee! and 1st. Lt. Chris Martinez. Not pictured is David Locker.

Redstone-2 took fifth place in 4:43:12. °

Memers included Nathan Graham (64:32),
PFC Roy Gullickson (67:55), 1st. Lt. Chris
Martinez (69:23), Pvt. Daniel Maher
(72:21) and Skip Vaughn (76:56), coach.

Falls Road Running team won the all-
comes division in 3:47:24 followed by
Third Army 1 (4:07:32) from Fort McPher-
son, Ga., Redstone-1, Panting Panthers
(4:24:19), Redstone-2 and Team Boma
4:51:12).

~ has just pubhshed How
~ ' Majestic and How Grand, an
epic novel of one commu-
nity’s struggle for survival
during the Great Depression
of the 1930's. The novel title
. is taken from the West
Virginia State Song which
~ belies the actual conditions
of southern West Virginia.

Anyorie can write an-epic.
It takes a special effort
to make it work. How
Majestic and How Grand

works beautifully.

Books-A-Million
1001 Memorial Parkway NW
Huntsville, AL
November 3, 2000

Books-A-Million
. 7830 Hwy 72 West
Madison, AL -
November 5, 2000

217125

Sammy Ngatia, 41, of Fort Carson,
Colo., was the overall winner in 48:49.
Nacko Ishibe, 31, of Silver Spring, Md.,
was the top female finisher in 56:39.

There were 11,876 finishers in the annu-
al event presented by the Association of the
U.S. Army.

Photo by JnmLaska

szles to spare

Bryant Campbell, 7, of Harvest, one
of Redstone’s own YABA (Young
American Bowling Alliance) mem-
bers, is the grand prize winner of the
Bowl 2000 Pins to Win promotion.
Campbell is the happy winner of
“Striker,” the 36-inch bowling pin
plush toy grand prize, which he
claimed Oct. 7. The Bowl 2000 Pins
to Win promotion ran Aug. 1 through
Sept. 30 at. Redstone Arsenal’s
Rocket Lanes.

g

Florida Gators favored
over Georgia Bulldogs

Florida State at N.C. State— FSU
UCLA at Arizona— Arizona

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor

Skip’s Picks went 12-2 for the seventh
week of the college football season and
are 70-31 overall. Here are my predic-
tions for selected games this week:

Alabama A&M vs. Ala. State— A&M
Central Florida at Alabama— Bama
Arkansas at Auburn— Auburn

UNLYV at Ole Miss— Ole Miss
Tennessee at South Carolina— Tenn.
Air Force at Notre Dame— ND
Toledo at Navy— Navy

Nebraska at Oklahoma-— Neb.

wlud

Middle Tenn. State at Miss. State— Miss. St.
Florida vs. Georgia (at Jacksonville)— Florida

Alex Adams
Retired Military

Alex Adams
Exclusive Agent

Alistate Insurance Company
2420 Jordan Lane NW

Suite G

Huntsville, AL 35816

256.722.2045
Fax 256.830.5816

W
Alistate.

You're in good hands.




Bravo Company stakes claim to troop championship

Units compete yearly
in Military Stakes

By Sgt. SHARON McBRIDE
Staff writer

Military Stakes usually means fierce
competition, and this year’s event was no
exception.

Bravo Company, 832nd Ordnance
Battalion won the competition of military
skills Oct. 13.

And although the Marines were few in
number, they held their own and finished
second. Charlie and Delta Companies
tied for third.

STRUT YOUR STUFF — Members of
the Marine Detachment strut their
stuff in the Drill & Cermony portion of
the competition.

ﬁ T

GET IT RIGHT — Pvt. John Escamilla. of C Company, 832nd Ordnance Battalion,
demonstrates “How to Prevent Shock” in the CTT portion of the competition.

Cervantes Consulting Center, Inc. (C3I) is an Information Technology (IT)
Support Company providing sup erior services to all our customers. Our
goals are to fulfill the autormation needs of our customers with cost-
effective, high quality, customer-oriented service. The excellence of our
services is our best marketing strategy. C3I is an experienced IT support
company specializing in providing knowledge and expertise to enhance
our custorner’ s ability to reach professional excellence.

C3I is a Minority/Military Veteran Owned business. C3I is Small
Business Administration (SBA) certified as a Small and Disadvan-
taged Business (SDB) and certified as an 8(a) Minority Owned Com-
pany. C3I is also certified as a Historically Underntilized Business
(HUBZone) Company. C3I has a Federal Cage code designation for
classified operations The company is bonded and is registered as a Qual-
ity Information System’s Vendor (QISV) with the State of Texas. Its per-
sonnel are cleared for Automated Data Pmcessmg (ADP) Levels I, II and
III access.

Celebrating Our Third Year !

C31 is an experienced Infor-
mation Systems support
company. C3I's govemn-
me nt support specialty is in
the Command, Control,
Communications, Comr
puters and lnrlnligs nce

1 {C41) suppont and has
skiled personnel guided by
a 23 year Military Veteran
Commissioned Officer, Re-
tired. Mr. Maric A
Cervames is an acknowl-
dged national expernt in
nformation Technology for
Weapon Systems, DOD
Acquisition, National Strate-
ic Communications Archi-
tecture and Weapon Sys-
ems Digitization.

Here are the event results:

e M16 Shootout— Marine Detach-
ment, first place; HHC 59th Ordnance
Brigade, second; and D Company, third.

* Obstacle Course— B Company, first;
C Company, second; and Marme Detach-
ment, third.

¢ Common Task Training-— B Compa-
ny B, first; D Company, second; and C
Company, third. :

* Ruck March— C Company, first; B
Company, second; and Marine Detach-
ment, third.

* Soap Box- D Company, first;
Headquarters & A, second; and Marine

See Competition on page 6

Photos by Sgt. Sharon McBride

JUST JAMMING — Headquarters & A
Company’s vehicle jams down the run-
way in the soapbox derby portion of
the competition.

222344

Your HUBZ one/8a Certifted Company!
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B PAC-3 has successful intercept

Test

continued from page 1

The test involved a simultaneous
engagement using a PAC-3 and a PAC-2
missile and two targets.Test objectives
included demonstrating system capability
to engage and destroy a maneuvering tac-
tical ballistic missile reentry vehicle with

a PAC-3 missile and a subscale air- -

breathing target with a PAC-2 missile;
and to demonstrate PAC-3 seeker acquisi-
tion and tracking of a target with a second
object present in the seeker field of view.
Targets used in the test were a tactical

“ballistic target and an MQM-107 drone.

The PAC-3 missile is a high velocity,
hit-to-kill missile and the next generation
Patriot being developed to provide
increased defense capability against
advanced tactical ballistic missiles, cruise
missiles, and hostile aircraft. The PAC-3
missile uses kinetic energy rather than an
explosive warhead to destroy its ballistic
missile targets.

The PAC-3 missile has successfully
completed eight flight tests. The first two

PAC-3 developmental test missions did,

not involve targets but were structured to
verify critical systems and missile per-
formance prior to conducting target inter-
cept flight tests. A seeker characterization
flight mission was conducted March 15,
1999 to test a PAC-3 missile with a seek-
er. Although not a primary objective of the
SCF, an intercept of the target was

achieved. On Sept. 16, 1999, a second
intercept test was successful. DT-5, con-
ducted Feb. 5, 2000, was a successful
intercept of a Hera ballistic missile target.
The most recent developmental test, DT-7,
conducted July 22, 2000, was a successful

intercept of an MQM-107 drone repre-

senting a cruise missile. Another MQM-
107 was intercepted July 28, 2000 during
a test not included in the developmental
test program. The remaining PAC-3 mis-
sions will involve PAC-3 missiles inter-
cepting various classes of targets.

The Patriot program is managed by the
Ballistic Missile Defense Organization in
Washington, D.C., and executed by the
Program Executive Office for Air and
Missile Defense and the Army Lower Tier
Air and Missile Defense Project Office in
Huntsville. Lockheed Martin Missiles
and Fire Control, Dallas, Texas, is the
prime contractor responsible for the PAC-
3 missile segment.Raytheon Systems
Compzny, the Patriot system prime con-
tractor, is the system integrator for the
PAC-3 missile segment. The MQM-107
target used in the latest test is managed by
the Arimy’s Targets Management Office,
located at Redstone Arsenal. The TMO is
an element of the Project Manager for
Instrumentation, Targets and Threat Sim-
ulators. co-located with the Simulation,
Training and Instrumentation Command,
Orlandy, Fla. The ballistic missile target
is managed by the Space and Missile
Defens: Command in Huntsville.
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Clothes, toys, supplies

wanted for

ASMC RELEASE

The American Society of Military
Comptrollers community projects com-
mittee is collecting items to be donated to
needy people in Kosovo.

The 501st Forward Support Battalion
Aid Station, at Camp Bondsteel in Koso-
vo, goes into various towns to perform
medical clinics/checkups on a weekly
basis. They hand out clothes, shoes, toys
and candy for the local population.

The following items are needed: sea-
sonal clothes, shoes, dental supplies, dia-
pers, soaps, multivitamins (particularly
for children and infants), candles with
matches, flashlights with batteries, school

. supplies (pencils and paper), and durable

toys (they only have a few plastic toys
that break).

Kosovo

These items are needed immediately.

- ASMC plans to ship the items by Nov. 9.

Let’s show our support from the Redstone
and Huntsville area. Please get the word
out. We only have three weeks to collect
all these items and mail them.

For questions or donation information,
call any of the following people: Diane
Caldwell, building 4100, 955-6549;
Sheila Clift, building 5435, 955-6183;
April Brooks, building 5300, 842-6944;
Brandy Moss, building 5301, 842-6484;
Dennis Summers, building 5308, 955-
0011; Lisa White, building 5400, 955-
6806; Tammy Bragg, building 6260, 876-
0351; Tina Shields, building 5250, 842-
6070; Melanie Passero, SMDC, 955-
1713; Gayle Pridmore, SMDC, 955-
4194; or Mary Lou Cole, UGV, 955-
6994,

W Army trying to curb domestic violence

Prevention

continued from page 1

Army ranks; 4,810 of those were
spouse abuse while 2,863 were child
abuse.

“We really concentrate on early inter-
vention,” said Virginia Dempsey, Family
Advocacy Program manager, Army Com-
munity Service. “We have to get to the
problem before it gets out of hand—
before the hitting starts. And to do that,
we need the cooperation of every organi-
zation across the military — ACS pro-
grams, community health nurse, behav-
ioral medicine, platoon leaders, drill ser-
geants, unit commanders and so on.”

Dempsey listed common stressors that
could lead to violenee, including financial
strain, parenting issues, deployments and
family separations, and job stress.

Army Community Service offers a
wide variety of services ranging from
identifying referral services for particular
needs, to offering classes on parenting, to

management classes for money, stress
and anger. It also offers employment
assistance which includes improving job
search skills, obtaining new skills in cler-
ical and computer fields, job listings and
referrals and youth programs.

The Relocation Assistance Program is
also available to help families deal with
the stress of moving and living in a dif-"
ferent environment.

“We are here to help families,”
Dempsey said. “A strong family makes a
strong soldier. People like to think they
can handle everything, they don’t need
any help, they can do it all. They don’t
want their bosses or friends knowing
when they’re in trouble. But what people
need to realize is that sometimes you
can’t handle it. You don’t have all the
answers and that it’s OK io ask for help.

“QOur programs should be used by fam-
ilies to open the door for a better quality
of life. A strong healthy family makes a
mission ready soldier.”

‘For more information about ACS serv-
ices, call 876-5397.

W Bravo Company wins Military Stakes

Competition

continued from page 5

Detachment, third. Judging in this event
included points for originality, safety, and
a time trial.

* Drill & Ceremony — Results will be
announced at a later-date. A committee is
reviewing the videotapes of this event to
determine the outcome.

The time trail portion of the soap box
competition got off to a rough start after a

close call when B Company’s car left the
roadway and crashed into soldiers who
were standing by. Three soldiers received
prompt medical attention from the
medics, who were positioned nearby as a
part of the overall risk abatement strategy
for the competition. The soldiers were
evacuated to Fox Army Health Center as a
precaution and were released later in the
day. B Company’s driver sustained no
injuries as a result of the incident. C Com-
pany’s car also crashed at the starting line
and was unable to continue.
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Army makes effort to award to small business

Office solicits major primes
for solution to problem

By BETH SKARUPA
Staff writer

What happened?

Before the Army Aviation and Missile
Command came to be, the two separate
commands that created it were doing weli
enabling small businesses to win govern-
ment contracts. Now a smaller percentage
of contracts are being awarded to small
businesses.

AMCOM awards the majority of its
contracts for the manufacture of weapon
systems and maintenance and overhaul,
but few of those contracts go to small
businesses. Service contracts account for
a smaller percentage of the total awards,
but small businesses win a large number
of them.

saz ASAMCgom; sé‘

“The location of the problem is in sys-
tems and parts,” John Nelson, director of
the Small and Disadvantaged Business
Utilization Office, said. “The deficiency is
because we’re only awarding roughly 5.1
percent there. On the other side we're
doing very well.”

Although no hard data exists, Nelson
explained that a review of the Army Avia-
tion and Troop Command’s small busi-
ness program found there was an aggres-
sive program in place to examine total
award packages and determine what parts
they could break away from the prime
contractor. Budget reductions in 1997-99
meant less manpower available to do the
breakouts and resulted in fewer awards for
small businesses once AMCOM was
formed.

The challenge now is to determine how
to increase the number of small business-
es manufacturing parts and maintenance
and overhaul while continuing to operate
with budget constraints. The SADBU

office is turning to AMCOM’s major
prime contractors to find a solution. Since
the prirnes use many small businesses as
subcontractors, there may be a way for
AMCOM to go directly to those business-
es to award government contracts.

“Just yesterday the head of the subcon-
tracting program of Boeing in Mesa,
Ariz., came in to discuss the kinds of
things Boeing is considering doing to help
one or two businesses in our area while
still maintaining the integrity of the parts
(for the Apache helicopter),” Nelson said.
“Pleasingly, the primes we're talking to
are interested in working on ways in
which we can buy more directly from
their subcontractors.”

Nelson is also advocating an internal
review of goals and goal setting for small
business offices within the Department of
Defense and the Department of the Army.
Contrac:s awarded to subcontractors cur-

'ta rheAmzy s small business gmgmm 1t’s often
e Army. Within AMC, it’s, ‘As AMCOM goes, so
a third qf WMMC’ obizgatés mmlly, that's

- Iaim Neison, dtmcwrSmatlaadDzmdmnmg ed Bustm&s Ifzdzzatmn Oﬁice

rently do not count toward the Army’s
goals to award a certain percentage of
contracts to small businesses each year.

“In the final analysis, the color of the
money is green whether it comes from
subcontracting or contracting,” Nelson
said. “Even without the rules changing,
Gen. Sullivan in a meeting with small
business leaders last September said that,
as appropriate, he would use his office as
a ‘bully pulpit’ to suggest that they give
the maximum to small businesses, espe-
cially locally. That’s his commitment to
small business. He recognizes that he can
possibly help them and he will even if it’s
through subcontracting and he gets no
credit for it.”

One reason for the trend of only award-
ing a small percentage of AMCOM’s total
obligation to small businesses continuing
in 2000 1s that 85-95 percent of the sys-
tems and parts contracts are not available
for small businesses. Two primary reasons
are: the need to sole source the entire sys-

tem including parts back to primes and
because a breakout of a part or a mainte-
nance and overhaul requirement means
the contractor or provider of the part must
be pre-tested and pre-approved.

“There are limited numbers of small
businesses that have been pre-tested and
pre-approved because in most instances it
is very expensive to become an approved
source,” Nelson said. “You have to manu-
facture a part or a set number of parts,
submit it to us and run tests on them at
your own expense.

“You have to either buy the equipment
to test it or pay one of the companies that
specialize in testing. And that only allows
you to compete, it does not guarantee a
contract. But if you can get on that list,
you stand a good chance because normal-
ly a small business can make a part for
less than the primes since they have lower
overhead.”

The small business office is mandated
by law and executive order to work with
small businesses, (as defined by the num-
ber of employees or the annual receipts
over a three-year period according to
varying requirements), small disadvan-
taged businesses (under the 8(a) pro-
gram), women-owned small businesses,
historically black colleges and universities
and minority institutions, and businesses
in a HUBZone (as defined by the unem-
ployment rate in an identified area or the

average income of families in that county
or zone within an identified county).

The office provides advice and guid-
ance to small businesses and HBCUsMIs
regarding marketing, contract and subcon-
tract opportunities and procedures. It also
provides advice and guidance to program
managers regarding small business capa-
bilities, acquisition strategies and contract
performance.

“This command is very critical to the
Army’s small business program. It’s often
said, as AMC goes so goes the Army,”
Nelson said. “Within AMC, it’s as
AMCOM goes so goes AMC. We proba-
bly obligate a third of what AMC obli-
gates totally, that’s why we’re important.
We hear from our directors, ‘You guys
have to show up down there. As you slip,
AMC is slipping.’

“I think we’ve clearly identified where
the problem lies ... in 1998 and 1999 we
only achieved two of our goals. That’s
clearly slippage. On the bright side, each
year we have obligated more hard dollars
to small business. But the amount of what
you obligate — the percentage of the total
award — is what matters. I'm confident
with the fact that we’ve dissected our obli-
gation and identified the areas where
there’s slippage. We’re working with
IMMC, RDEC and the Acquisition Center
within that area of deficiency and talking
to our primes.”

Contracting opportunities
help small business grow

Local company credits small
business office for its success

By BETH SKARUPA
Staff writer

In just over a year, SEI Manufacturing
went from making $400,000 annually to
making more than $2 million. Kyu Shin,
SEI president, and Bud Pagakis, SEI busi-
development director, credit

ness

AMCOM with much of this small busi-
ness’ success.

SEI manufactures parts for weapon
systems .such as the Stinger missile and
Chinook helicopters. The company also is
a subcontractor for Boeing and SCI ‘and
manufactures eight items for the
Research, Development and Engineering
Center here.

See Business on page 9
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‘M Local small company benefits from Army: contracts

Business

continued from page 8

Since May 1999, small business spe-
cialists Lee A. Ford, Mary Birdsong and
Judith Stewart from AMCOM’s Small and
Disadvantaged Business Utilization
Office have been reviewing jobs to deter-
mine opportunities that are within SEI’s
capabilities.

“About 80 percent of our work is
defense related. Over half of that business
is directly related to the small business
office. So these folks are worth a little over
$1 million to our company,” Pagakis said.

Stewart explained that she and the other
specialists look for parts that are more dif-
ficult to make but are not necessarily
needed in large quantities. In other words,
she said, they look for precision-machined
hardware that requires specialized capabil-
ities with dependable and timely deliver-
ies. SEI also works with some materials
that are difficult to fabricate.

“If we hadn’t been afforded the oppor-
tunity to produce items, we probably
wouldn’t have grown as quickly or as con-
trolled. The 8(a) program has really
helped us, it’s been a blessing,” Pagakis
said. “To me, the specialists are instru-
mental in providing small disadvantaged

companies — or even just small compa-

. nies, they don’t necessarily have to be dis-
advantaged — the opportunity to compete.”

Quality

RS

Photo by Beth Skarupa

SHOW AND TELL— Bud Pagakis, SElI business development director, and Kyu
Shin, SE! president, show Lee Ford of the small business office a part that their

company manufactures for AMCOM.

from local machine shops. When the com-
pany first became involved with the small
business office, it did not have the system.

“Because of contracts with AMCOM,
we have been able to purchase sophisticat-
ed, computer-controlled measuring devices.
This allows us to keep everything in-house
and check our production as we go along
instead of having to send it out to another
contractor to be tested,” Pagakis said.

The quality system has increased the
company’s capabilities as well. It allows SEI
to engage in reverse engineering, taking a
part and measuring it and making drawings

‘

from it so it can be re-manufactured.

~ “Many parts don’t have drawings and
you need to know the dimensions. Some
places only have one part that they go
from. We can make up the drawing to cre-
ate more,” Shin explained.

The small business specialists praised
SEI for being easy to work with. The
company did not require any extra efforts
in getting up to speed on 8(a) procedures
and has had 100 percent on time delivery
with AMCOM.

“They’re a first rate company with a
fast turnaround on anything we offer

. | BULLOCK

Since 1952

GARAGES
1916 JORDAN LANE
Call Roger Today For FREE Estimate

837-6992

Monday - Friday 8-5
Sunday By Appointment Only

ST e e e

« All prices include concrete floor size of building -
with 52" raised curb standard * Prices do not include
site preparation & codes may vary. * Fully licensed &
insured. « Local Building Codes may affect price

them. They’re low risk for the Army, so
it’s a win-win situation,” Ford said.

“I can’t say enough about these guys,
they really help us. One misnomer about
the 8(a) program — it’s not a give-me, not
a freebie, They don’t give us contracts. We
have to be competitive. We have a history
of being 10-20 percent lower with items
than the production primes. And we’re not
only getting 8(a) contracts, we bid com-
petitively on regular contracts too,”
Pagakis said. “Mr. Shin’s come a long,
long way and AMCOM’’s directly respon-
sible for it.”

Photo by Beth Skarupa -

MEASURING UP—A SElI worker
demonstrates how an Optical Compar-
itor is able to measure small corner
radiuses of manufactured parts. This
sophisticated measuring device allows
SEIl to keep everything in-house and
distinguishes the company from local
machine shops.
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Retired sergeant teaches duty,

Middle school drill team
learns the Army way

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer

- The flag is something kids need to honor, not burn.
That’s why Henry Phillips took on training the state’s
only middle school color guard and drill team. That’s
why he spends Saturdays in the school parking lot march-
ing a group of kids around until they can’t go anymore.

“This program gives kids an opportunity to appreciate
their country and the men and women who serve it,”
Phillips said. “To help them understand that the price of
freedom isn’t free.”

Who better to instill such patriotism than a man who
spent his life serving his country. Phillips, retired ser-
geant first class, served at Redstone Arsenal as the NCO-

in-charge at the Bicentennial Chapel from 1980-85. He

retired in 1989, only to get called back into service dur-
ing the Gulf War. Shortly after this tour, he was asked to
serve as a chaplain in Fort Leavenworth, Kan., for sever-
al months. He retired the second time in 1992.

“After I retired I worked with my home church and
went to school to get a degree in education,” he said.

After graduating Phillips spent a couple of years
working in local educational systems before settling on a

hoto by Sandy Rleb
CHECKING FORMATION— The drill team is led by
social studies teacher Henry Phillips, a retired ser-
geant first class. Phillips served as the Bicentennial
Chapel NCO-in-charge from 1980-85. Drill team mem-
bers, from left, are Tyler Skinner, Michael Crouch,
Joey Dike, Faith Johnston, Adam Bailey, Phillips,
Justin Powell, Joel Cagle and drill team commander,
Capt Austin Estes.

teaching job at Meridianville Middle School.

“The principal, Terry Davis, wanted to start a drill
team program, knew about my background and came and
talked with me. He needed a volunteer to run the pro-
gram,” he said.

This is the third year for the color guard and drill team
program. Since its inception, the team has marched in
two Veterans Day parades, opened a basketball game at
Alabama A&M University, performed in the opening cer-
emonies for the Special Olympics, and presents the col-
ors before every game for the Meridianville Middle
School football team.

“We're looking for things to do in the community—
Fourth of July celebrations, Veterans Day and Memorial
Day programs,” Phillips said. “We want to stay involved.
It’s a way for the kids to show honor for their flag and
their country.”

The color guard and drill team consists of 13 students
in grades 5-8. Phillips calls the program a different kind
of opportunity for students.

“It’s for the kids who maybe don’t want to be in sports
but still want to work together and be a part of team. And
that’s what the program teaches, teamwork, discipline,
cooperation, leadership.”

Students like Justin Mullen, commander of the color
-guard, and Austin Estes, commander of the drill team
have learned many things about being leaders. That’s
why they have been selected for the rank of captain and
duties as commanders,

“As the commander, my first responsibility is to
ensure the troops are properly trained, and that they fol-
low school policies because I’'m responsible for every

2315 Bob Wallace Avenue * Huntsville, Alabama 35805

534-1300

Nov. 2nd, 3rd & 4th
10:00 a.m. ymtll 4:00 p.m.
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Photo by Sandy Riebeling
PRESENTING COLORS— Meridianville Middle
School has the only middle school color guard and
drill team in Alabama. From left are Chad Harbin,
Sabrina Cacek, Kristin Camden and Justin Hardin. in
back is the color guard commander, Justin Mullen.

action they do while wearing the uniform,” Estes said.
“Mr. Phillips is very strict. You can tell he was in the
Army by the way he handles everything. Putting it plain-
ly, he doesn’t take any crap.”

For Mullen, taking care of the color guard means
spending a lot of time on drills for presenting the colors
at sporting events and ceremonies.

“The b1g thing is to make sure the flag doesn’t touch
the ground,” he said.

To be on the team, students have to maintain proper
grade point averages and stay out of trouble. Comman-
ders have to live up to a slightly stricter code than other
members of the team but for all of them, getting in trou-
ble in school means answering to Phillips as well.

“It’s a great program— something that instills patriot-
ism and pride,” Phillips said. “All of these kids are either
going to be leaders or followers one day. Hopefully
they’ll lead.”

Phillips also coaches soccer and football at the middle
school. His football team went undefeated this season.
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New roles for new vehicles

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

Scan the catalog of vehicles com-
prising the automotive Class of 2001
and .you may detect in several
instances new functions and new roles
for cars, trucks and wagons.

The most obvious concerns pickup
trucks containing four car-like doors
up front and a briefer-than-normal
bed in back.

‘This so-called hybrid design
enables the vehicle to combine traits of
family-oriented sedan with the rugged

by v e Lood 4D
look of a sport utility wagon but the

avSaa VL uTuLLLivY VY
hauling ability of a pickup truck.

First in thtlys line of hybrid wagon-
truck vehicles came last year with
Nissan’s Frontier Crew Cab. It was
soon followed by the Dodge Dakota
Quad Cab and this year with two Ford
designs — the F-150 SuperCrew and a
compact edition, Sport Trac, as well as
two General Motors designs with the
Chevrolet S-10 Crew Cab and GMC
Sonoma Crew Cab, and Toyota’s
Tacoma Double Cab.

These hybrid wagon/truck designs
apply conventional front doors plus

-size back doors that attach at cen-
ter pillars by front-edged hinges. Each
has a handle inside and out and may
ge opened independently of the front

4
In profile, the vehicles look essen-

tially like a four-door sport-utility -

wagon from the front bumper and
back to the third Bplllars behind the
second side doors. Beyond these posts,
however, the wagon’s enclosed carﬁo
compartment is replaced with the
sawed-off bed of a pickup.

The shortened box extends for
approximately four feet or so in length

Toyota line expands to
contrasting extremes

and stretches between wheelwells. It
obviously does not approximate.the
bed of a conventional pickup and it
won't accommodate truck load stan-

dards like 4x8 sheets of plywood. Yet it

will provide room for a pile of sports
gear, even a dirt bike or two or snow-
boards and backpacks.

A second trend in designs for the
Class of 2001 involves another type of
hybrid vehicle that looks like a con-

o)

The Ford F-150 Super Crew combines the traits of a family-oriented sedan with the rugged look of a sport-utility and the haul-
- ing ability of a piclup truck.

ventional truck-based sport-utility
wagon but rides and handles more
like an easy-to-drive sedan. :

The typical sport-ute rides on a
truck chassis with its body stacked on
a flat platform. Because chassis and
body are two separate parts, the
joined structure is inherently weak

and therefore twists and bends when

set in motion, no matter how tight the
welded joints, Such a design guaran-

tees sloppy handling traits — and a
truck’s rough ride quality.

In these new hybrid designs, a
front-wheel-drive car chassis rather
than the conventional wagon’s rear-
wheel-drive  truck platform is
emtfllo ed, then the vehicle is equipped
with lively independent suspension
elements and crisp rack and pinion
steering to fashion a ride quality that’s
smooth and comfortable for passen-

gers yet also nimble and responsive.

Examples come from new products
like the Acura MDX, Ford Escape,
Buick Rendezvous, Ford Escape,
Hyundai Santa Fe, Mazda Tribute,
Pontiac Aztek and Toyota Highlander.
They join pioneering models that led
this class, such as Honda’s CR-V,
Subaru Forester, Toyota’s RAV-4 and
the Lexus RX300.

Then there’s a third type of hybrid
vehicle for 2001 — ones that employ
both a gasoline-powered engine and
an electric motor to maximize fuel effi-
cicncy and lower engine éissions.

Toyota serves up the first mass-pro-
duced hybrid sedan with gasoline and
electric engines aboard to curb fiel
use. Computer controls enable the
Prius to operate on either the gas
engine or the electric, or combinations
of the two plants working together.

Honda’s Insight hybrid coupe packs
a three-cylinder lean-burn gasoline
engine and a battery-operated electric
motor that recharges during regenera-
tive braking. The car draws primary
power from the gas engine, yet relies
on the electric motor to boost accelera-
tion or run in reverse, with a sophisti-
cated electronic controller managing
power flow, transitions between
engine sources and battery recharg-
ing.

These gas-electric hybrid cars are
friendly to the environment.
Compared to a conventional gasoline-

owered car, the Insight produces far
ewer greenhouse gases such as
hydrocarbons and nitrous-oxide mole-
cules.

Expect other automakers to follow
the lead of Honda and Toyota, as sev-
eral have hybrid dual-engine vehicles
on the drawing boards.

Sophisticated equipment

Passenger cars from
Toyota for 2001 expands to
contrasting extremes with a
racy two-seat MR2 Spyder
roadster emergin‘g“ on the
sporty side and a fuel-miser
gas-electric hybrid on the
economy end as bookends
flanking an array of made-in-
America coupes and sedans
that include Amegica’s
fav’iéite four-door, Canfg.

e simple Spvder desion

door sedan equipped with
both a gasoline engine and an
electric motor. It rates as'a
Super Ultra Low Emission
Vehicle (SULEV), yet still
brings reasonable perfor-
mance with space inside an
innovative cabin for five pas-
sengers.

Another Toyota subcom-
B&;ct, the Echo, follows the

ius but with a#hrifty gaso-

line engine Tavnia’s comnact

makes new vehicles safer

By Boh Piunkett
Special to The Times

In 1896 only four of those
new gasoh'ne-;aowered “horse-
less ¢ ges” where on the
roads in America, vet two of

equipment for safety and secu-
rity.

Most obvious are computer-
ized stability control systems.
These devices typically channel
brake presst¥e to an individual

wheel tn hlork antward olin.

cars are smart too.

The seats form a rigid and
stable support for side air bags,
with anti-submarine ramps
under frontal edges to prevent

an occupant fro® slipping
ndorv tha ﬁnn+1\ni+ Arvvwivm s~

adjusts the throttle or applies
brakes to maintain a pre-set
minimum distance between the
two vehicles.

These vehicles an
Cadjllz‘ac an:i Lin1cc_)]n

ome by
0 use a
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Ford Escape shows

rugged wagon
but rides like a car

By Bob Piunkett
Special to The Times

"MONTE RIO, Calif. - A
series of soppy mud holes
marked a wet trace threaded
through towering California
redwoods in misty hills near
Monte Rio, where the Russian
River reaches the Pacific Ocean
about an hour north from San
Francisco.

Passage through all of this
slippery goo turned into an easy
task for a new kind of sport-
utility wagon from Ford Motor
Company. Labeled as the
Escape, one V6 version packs
an intelligent traction system
that distributes engine power
between front and rear wheels
selectively as changing condi-
tions of road or trajﬁnr:lay war-
rant.

The intent of this sophisti-
cated mechanism is to main-
tain firm tire grip no matter
what happens on pavement or
dirt — wet or dry, this Escape
roots to the road.

On dry pavement, all of the
engine power goes to the front
wheels that also steer. Having
the front wheels both turn and
steer — when combined with a
stiff unitized structure and live-
ly suspension - makes the
Escape uncommonly agile, but
that’s the big idea behind this
different design for a sport-util-
ity.
That difference traces to the
vehicle’s structure.

The typical sport-ute rides
on a truck chassis with its body
stacked on a flat platform.
Because chassis and body are
two separate parts, the joined

File Photo

Ford has forged a new kind of sport-utility wagon with Escape that combines the optimum aspects of a car
and a truck. The easy-to-handle driving traits and low seat position for easy entry mimic a four-door sedan,
but the rugged exterior styling and five-door hoxy conformation work like a wagon, and optional all-wheel-
drive takes a traction hite on paved roads as well as dirt trails.

structure is inherently weak
and therefore twists and bends
when set in motion, no matter
how tight the welded joints.
Such a design guarantees slop-
py handling traits — and a
truck’s rough ride quality.

Yet Escape foregoes the
usual body-on-frame structure
in favor of a monocoque plat-
form that unites chassis and
body in a cohesive unit that’s
extremely rigid in motion.

A generous wheelbase length
and broad wheel track set up a
long and wide foundation for

D m@.}y}\ ‘,%\wé'Chtel Ford-Lincfon-Mercury

stability when turning. And,

unlike some wagons with a
solid rear truck axle and crude
leaf springs, Escape carries out-
of-the-ordinary independent
suspension components — with
front struts and a multi-link
design in back ~ that deliver
rather car-like smooth ride sen-
sations.

In effect, Escape manages to
combine the optimum aspects
of a car and a truck. The easy-
to-handle driving traits and low
seat position for easy entry
mimic a conventional four-door

sedan, but the rugged exterior
styling and five-door boxy con-
formation work like a wagon,
while optional all-wheel-drive
delivers traction on paved
roads as well as dirt trails.

Ford has big plans for this
new vehicle, the sixth sport-
utility in the Ford fleet but its
first global wagon. Various
versions under several brands
and three nameplates using
modular engines will be pro-
duced in multiple countries to
supply buyers on five conti-
nents.

All Escapes for the United
States — as many as 150,000
per year — will come together at
a Ford factgry in Claycomo,
Mo., a subuf® of Kansas City,

writh oithav o fanw avlindan aw

2001 FORD ESCAPE WAGON -
Description............. Compact sport-utility wagon -
Model options.:...ccccco Escape XLS, XLT o
Wheelbase............oiun. 103.1 inches o
Overall length............... 173.0 inches

Engine size.............t.... DOHC 2.0-L'14

DOHC 3.0-L V6

V6: Auto/d

I n
I ng Transmissions/speeds......... I4: Manual/s

Rear/front drive............. Front 2WD, 4WD
Steering......Power rack and pinion
Braking............... Power disc/drum/opt. EBD/ABS
Air bags......... 2 (front) + opt. 2 (side)

EPA mileage est. city/hwy....14 M/5: 23/28 mpg

V6.A/4; 20/24 mpg

Price range est............. $ 18,160 to $ 26,000

200 lb-ft at 4750 rpm. Such
forceful numbers create a sig-
nificant power advantage for
the Escape XLT edition over
same-size sport-utility rivals.

The entry edition Escape
XLS stocks an economical alter-
nate engine with Ford’s twin-
cam 2.0-liter four-cylinder
Zetec that runs to 130 hp at
5400 rpm with a manual five-
speed gearbox.

The Duratec V6 with auto-
matic shifter is also available
on the XLS, and the all-wheel-
drive system requires it.

With the V6 aboard, safe?
options increase, like anti-loc
brakes with electronic brake force
distribution and side-impact air
bags for the front seats.

Escape’s strong unibody
structure serves as the first line
of defense for passengers, sur-
rounded by a safety cage rigged
with force-deflecting energy
management zones fore and aft
glus reinforced side panels and

oors. Front riders have dual
two-stage frontal air bags plus
seatbelts with load-limiting
retractors and buckle preten-
sioners, while in the rear there
are seat and ceiling anchors to
tether a child’s safety seat.

The nimble driving attitude
of Escape translates into an
important active safety feature
because the wagon when direct-
ed by an alert driver can move
quickly  through evasive
maneuvers to avoid hazards on
the road.

Despite its uncommon agili-
ty and car-like drﬂ'\ﬁng charzilc-

vl by TV

dynamic sweep, with sides
showing strong shoulders and
tall windows bowed to the
rolled roof. The tail also bows
through the wide liftgate inset
with a flip-up window.

The broad and long super-
structure carves out a passen-
ger compartment with best-in-
class spaciousness and multi-
ple on-board amenities for
comfort.

A pair of bucket seats mount
up front on either side of a floor
console, the bench on the sec-
ond row provides spaces for
three with a backrest that folds
down to enlarge the cargp area,
and that baci bay with rear
gate access has more useful
space because a spare tire tucks
beneath the floor.

Special  interest  gear
designed to work in Escape’s
cargo bay is available through
Ford dealers. Equipment
includes an interior rack that
cradles two mountain bikes and
a barrier wall that clips into
cargo hooks and fits against the
rear seatback to corral an on-
board pet.

Designers managed to drop
the cabin floor for Escape but
still maintain a reasonable
chassis height for ground clear-
ance. As aresult, you don’t have
to hike up to climb aboard, but
simply slip in sideways like you
would enter a sedan.

The list of standard equip-
ment looks good, beginning on
Escape XLS with air condition-
ing and power controf; for win-
daws and doar lacke and mir.
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Ford Sport Trac operates like a wagon but works like a truck

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

HEAVENER, Okla. — In
these timbered hills of the
rugged Ouachita Mountains
stretched over  western
Arkansas and eastern
Oklahoma, a pickup truck —
often caked with trail mud and
packed with gear for camping
and hunting — dominates as
the preferred choice for back-
woods transport. )

Proving the point,’ the park-
ing lot around a mini-mart
along U. S. 259 at Heavener
was littered with pickups when
we pulled in to refuel a different
kind of truck from Ford.

QOurs also was splashed with
mud off the trail and its back
bed was loaded with gear, but
that bed was brief and covered
by a hard tonneau that con-
cealed the cargo. The cab, with
four full-size doors instead of
the typical truck’s two, also con-
cealed the contents; which hap-
pened to be seats inside for five
I a space that seemed more
akin to the cabin of a sport-util-
ity wagon than a pickup.

An?ﬁ;he exterior of our truck
looked different from the lot: Its
sheetmetal forms were
and cool, the abbreviated bac
bed seemed detached as a seg-
meanted b((l))ied lcom dél}nrtgm(_ent,
an und-level mo ring-
ing tﬁ? body contrasted in color
and united the entire package
in a stylish design.

. Those who parked their con-
ventional pickups in the mini-
mart lot noticed those differ-
ences in our truck — so much so
that several couldn't resist the

ues;:ion: What in the world is

t?

. What it is hapgens to be the
latest concept in hybrid design,
whereby traits of a pickup truck
and sport-utility wagon come
together in a single package of
practical transpoﬁrtation 1t;hat
can carry up to five people in
otl)emfortliand alsofprow%zomulti-
ple applications for cargo.

: Forg labels its big idea as the
Sport Trac.
~ Its a truck and a wagon
wrapped in a distinctive new
shell that reflects elements of
both truck and wagon.
Exg?undation ct:]nllles ili)'om thﬁ

orer sport-utility, but wit,
the ﬁ'a\‘ep?axtende to make

nennmn Lo a Alhawd ninlrian o

Full-size rear doors attach at
the B-pillar by front-edged
hinges. Each has a handle
ingide and out and may be
opened independently of the
front door.

Seats bring choices for style
and upholstery material.

Standard issue front cap-
tains chairs covered in cloth
have manual controls to move
fore and aft on tracks and tilt
the seatback, with the rear
bench split in 60-40 ratio.

Sport buckets with low-rise
backs are available with six-
way power controls for the dri-
ver’s seat, adjustable head
restrains plus map pockets on

seatbacks. Also, leather-
trimmed versions can be added
in front and rear.

Structural- elements and
mechanical equipment for the
Sport Trac come off the

xplorer wagon, although the
frame was strengthened to han-
dle heavy truck cargo by thick-
ening the longitudinal frame
rails and adding gussets and
tubular cross braces.

The stronger frame improves
chassis stiffness by 40 percent,
which ends up taming the ride
quality and setting up a taut
tone.

Suspension elements mount
to this stiffer chassis, with larg-
er stabilizer bars in place front
and rear.

Up front, wheels float inde-
pendently through a torsion bar

with a long and short arm
arrangement. A live axle in the
rear combines with two-stage
leaf springs to generate
smoother ride sensations,

Steering is quick, thanks to a
rack and pimion system, and
brakes have been strengthened
with stiffer calipers on vented
discs in front plus rear drums
and anti-lock controls for all
wheels. ‘

For fI;ﬁower, the Sport Trac
draws from Explorer’s sin%1
cam 4.0-liter }\(’% engine t
produces 205 hp. ‘

It links to a five-speed auto-
matic transmission which, in
effect, adds another gear range
between first and second notch-
es of a normal four-speed auto-
matic. This produces more pre-
cise gear ratios and, ultimately,
better action for accelerating or
applying traction to all wheels.

A manual five-speed gearbox
will be available later.

The optional four-wheel-
drive traction system uses a
dashboard switch to shift from
rear two-wheel to four-wheel
high gear or into four-wheel low
for more serious off-road stuff.
A pulse vacuum hub-lock device
sets front hubs quickly for 4x4
mode — and it engages while
moving at highway speed. -

Expect keen price points for
new Sport Trac, beginnin,
around $23,000 for two-wheel-
drive and less than $26,000
for the four-wheel-drive edition.

le-
at

Ford’s Sport trac works as truck and wagon. Based on the Explorer wagon, it looks like Explorer from nose
to C-pillar, but the wagon's enclosed cargo compartment has been replaced with the sawed-off bed of a
pickup. The truck bed, crafted from sheet-molded composite plastic that won't dent or scratch or rust,
extends for 50 inches. Inside, four full-size doors make entry easy from any seat, and the seat system has
two front buckets and a back bench that splits and folds to form a brief cargo bay. Sport Trac draws power
from Explorer's V6 engine.

MODEL YEAR
CLOSE-OUT.

BUICK’S
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Nissan Pathfinder in new style fortified by a rush of power

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

'VALLEY OF FIRE, Nev. —
With a whoosh and whomp and
the whip-whip work of an active
_suspension, l@issan’sr souped-up
Pa der sport-utility wagon
surges over whoop-de-do pave-
ment bumps on a roller-coaster
route tracking through red
sandstone canyons at ‘Falley of
Fire state park in the Nevada
desert near Las Vegas.

- Springs and shocks float and
contract and float again in a

bouncy rhythm like a jackrab-
bit bounding over twnbleweed,
while the engine puts such a
kick in the throttle that a driver
spends as much energy reining
horses as he does hanging on to
steer.
But hang on you must:
Pathfinder’s finally fired up.
" Stylists at Nissan’s North
American design studio in
California worked up a sharp

$AVE on Forb
; in $cotishoro

A short Fall Journey will
leave more in your pocket!
COME SEE US TODAY!

new body treatment for the
Pathfinder to dress up a 1996
generational platform for mod-
els of year 2000, yet a muscular
new powertrain for the revised
wagon was not ready for the
roll-out.

It comes now as the 2001
Pathfinder with either manual
or automatic transmission and
choices of rear-wheel-drive or a
part-time  four-wheel-drive
mechanism for the three trim
versions of entry XE, a well-
eql%jﬁped SE and deluxe LE.

e engine, an expansion of
the sophisticated aluminum
3.0-liter V6 that powers
Nissan’s Maxima flagshi
sedan, displaces 3.5-liters w1tﬁ
dual overhead cams and multi-
valve technology applied, along
with a continuous valve timing
control system that boosts
torque at lower engine speeds.

utput of this new plant
exceeds the Pathfinder’s former
single-cam 3.3-liter engine by

'[HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE
|. NEW 2001 we have to offer.

{TOWN CAR EXECUTIVE SERIES]

{ EXPLORER SPORT TRAC |

ESCAP |

Scottshoro, AL
1-800-239-9111

as much as 70 points. It pro-
duces 250 hp at 6000 rpm when
teamed with a manual trans-
mission, or 240 hp with the
automatic.

Such thrust allows the
Pathfinder to leapfrog over
mid-size competitor wagons
with lesser V6 engines.

It forges a new robust per-
sonality for Pathfinder, which
looked sharp and packed comfy
features but, due to tepid out-
put from the former engine,
moved like a slug.

Also, the force of this new
plant when coupled to the four-
wheel-drive system enables
Pathfinder to hammer a path
over off-road terrain.

The optional four-wheel trac-
tion device uses a transfer case
for switching from rear-wheel
to four-wheel high-gear mode
while underway at speeds up to
50 mph. From 4-Hi you must
stop the vehicle before shifting
down to 4-Lo, which is handy
for crawling over trail obstacles,

On smooth pavement, the
rear-wheel-drive version deliv-
ers a comfortable ride quality,
and the powertrain enables a
rather hefty wagon to charge
around a slower vehicle when
passing or bound down a free-
way fast lane, as our tester
Pathfinder proved on the I-15
slab into Vegas.

In effect, Pathfinder now
acts as strong as it looks.

The exterior package, aided
by computer modeling in the
design process, presents bold
and athletic sheetmetal con-
tours prefaced by a high hood
and chin-forward face.

In front, a thick fascia with
integrated air vents and
foglamps underlines the nar-
row grille and flanking multi-

parabola headlamps.
Side panels are scored by
rolled shoulders and low

cladding, forming strong hori-
zontal lines near the und
between flared wheelweﬁ?

At the rear, the bumper and
combination taillarﬁligs merge
with a top-hinged liftgate and
its flip-out window.

Pathfinder’s original model, a
savvy three-door sport-utility vehi-
cle built on the chassis of a pickup
truck, became one of the first con-
cepts from Nissan’s California
design facility. Market preferences
for five-doorg wagons eventually
prompted a five-door Pathfinder

three-door wagon.
" Overhauling the five-door
Pathfinder in 1996 led to the
present platform with an
expanded wheel track and
longer wheelbase that set up a
larger package and stabilized
the ride quality.

Traces of tﬁe original five-
door Pathfinder design are still
apparent in the latest edition
because the forward-canted C

illars conceal the rear door
andles.

A monoframe for Pathfinder
unites frame, floor and body
into a ctiff unibody structure
that resists a wagon’s natural
tendency to bend torsionally.

The unibody framework not
only reduces stress between
components to tame rattles and
squeaks, particularly’ when
maneuvering off-road, but it
sets up a far more stable plat-
form to mount suspension com-
ponents.

The suspension consists of a
heavy-duty independent. strut
design up front and five-link
rigid rear axle, with stabilizer
bars pinned fore and aft.
Anti-lock brakes hitched to

two to

all wheels serve as a prim
safety system for all Pathfinder
models, with big disc brakes
installed in front of rear self-
adjusting drums. All also tote a
power-assisted rack and pinion
steering system.

Other safety elements range
from frontal air bags for front
seat passengers to structural
crumple zones and body rein-
forcements, an energy-absorb-
ing steering column and child-
proof rear door locks.

Side-impact air bags for front
seats are also available in a
rackage of leather scats foi the
trims.

Pathfinder’s interior arrange-
ment fits like a glove.

The layout applies twin torso-
sculptured front bucket seats
and a rear bench for three with
seatback split in 60-40 ratio to
expand the rear cargo area.

A new cluster of white-faced
electroluminiscent analog
gauges in the revamped.instru-
ment panel, lifted from the
Maxima sedan, makes the dials
easy to read. All editions pro-
vide a tachometer and gauges
for coolant temperature and

fuel level, by the way, plus a low
fuel warning light and digital
clock.

The substantial list of stan-
dard appointments includes air
conditioning and cruise control,
power windows with one-touch
up/down movement, power door
locks and power external mir-
rors with heat element, tilting
steering column, three DC-

ower electrical outlets, four
arge cupholders, multiple con-
cealed storage bins; intermit-
tent windshield wipers front
and rear, and an audio system
with six speakers and cassette
plus CD decks,

Pathfinder SE adds the man-
ual five-speed transmission

“with a limited-slip differential,

tubular step rails, dark titani-
um bumpers and fender flares,
and two-tone Luxsuede seat
fabrics. Top trim LE goes fur-
ther with an automatic climate
system, Bose audio kit with six-
disc CD changer in the dash,
and halogen foglamps.

Pricing of the new issues
with enthused power extends
through a range of figures from
about $28,000 to $35,000.

appqintments_' ludes air conditioning and cruise control,

File Photo
Pathfinder’s interior applies twin torso-sculptured front bucket seats and a rear bench for three with seat-
back split in 60-40 ratio to expand the rear cargo area. A new cluster of white-faced electroluminescent
analog gauges jn the revamped instrument panel makes d'ﬁls easy to read. The substantial list of *ndard

power windows with one-touch up/down move-
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Toyota MR2 Spyder puts the
pop-top fun in a sports car

Keep - it - simple design aims
Jor true driver enjoyment

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

IRON SPRINGS, Ariz. —
Narrow, twisted Arizona back
roads, running over ridges and
valleys of the Weaver
Mountains west of Prescott,
supported only sporadic traffic
on a sunlight rnoon when
we used the route to crank up
adrenalin while steering an
unadulterated new sports car
out of Japan.

With a flipped top, compact
two-seat cockpit, and a mid-
ship engine sending all torque
through a tight manual gear-
box to the rear wheels, this
sleek little car captures the
essence of a sporty roadster as
a pure expression of playful
automotive fun.

Toyota builds it under the
label of MR2 Spyder as the
third iteration of a mid-engine
model that frames the excite-
ment of a sports car in the con-
text of masterful Japanese
mechanical technology.

It’s simple in design, direct
in function, innovative in
mechanical applications, and
an absolute blast to drive.

Did we mention it’s also
affordable?

Although the MR2 Spyder
fits in a sporty category where
fewer on-board seats and open-
top styling usually mean more
dollars applied to the bottom
line, Toyota adopts a different
approach and stickers this one
at $23,098.

And the name?

It represents the concept,
“with the M for mid-engine
design, the R for rear-wheel
. drivetrain and the number 2
“tacked on for its two seats. The
‘Spyder tag signifies a convert-
, ib}ie in historical nomenclature
-that traces to an early Ferrari

‘where the spindly soft-top .

framework evoked an image of
spidery legs.

Toyota first applied the MR2
desigiition to a small mid-

oneina Tiban par nraduced in

and shocks to float over each
lip, compress at the bottom,
then float again over the next
rim, yet never upsetting
Spyder’s road-hugging poise.

e playful nature became
evident in the mountains on
curves and grades, with juicy
surges at hand from the throt-
tle and tight control from the
steering wheel. In broad
sweepers tires gripped with
such bite that we felt Spyder
could take the bends even
faster and still stay planted.

And its uncanny agility was
put to use in an impromptu
safety exercise when a stag
mule deer sprang from
nowhere into our forward path,
forcing a too-quick evasive
swerve with anti-lock action
needed from brakes to effect
the in-control right-left-right
pirouette.

During these tests, we heard
from Harunori Shiratori,
Toyota’s chief engineer for the

MR2 Spyder, who defined five

key concepts for the design:
“First, we wanted true driver
enjoyment, blending good move-
ment, low inertia and light
weight. Then, a long wheelbase
to achieve high stability and
fresh new styling; a mid-engine
design to create excellent han-
dling and steering without the
weight of the engine up front; a
body structure as simple as pos-
sible to allow for easy customiz-
ing, and low cost to the con-
sumer.”

Shiratori’s initial goal —
true driver enjoyment — comes
about from the design concepts
for a stiff platform with long
wheelbase, the mid-engine
placement and direct-to-
respond hardware for suspen-
sion and steering.

The final goal of modest
price points was achieved by
the back-to-basics mechanical
scheme with cost efficiencies in
component parts borrowed
from other Toyota products.

Spyder’s engine, for
instance, was developed for
Toyota’s new Celica GT sports
coupe.

e sofxisticated aluminum

in-line fonr  disnlacing 1.8

inside, such as air conditioning,
power windows and door locks,
a leather-wrapped steering
wheel and gear shift knob, plus
a stereo kit with cassette deck
and CD player. However, stor-
age space has been limited to
three bins sized to dimensions
of a glove box, with one behind
each seat and the third
squeezed into the well of a
spare tire located below the for-

ward hood.

" The soft top, etched with a
rigid glass rear window, bends
at two flex points and folds
back to tuck into a space
behind the seats, with the front
roof section forming a built-in
boot. It’s light in weight and
easy to work, and we discov-
ered the pop-top movement
could even be made from the
driver’s seat.

FREE TIRES

FOR AS LONG AS YOU

OWN YOUR NEW TOYOTA*

Tk
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2001 COROLLA CE
200

D WITH
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* AUTO « A/C » AM/FM CASS.
¢ PRW STEER. « PRW BRAKES

__NOT A LEASE |

Low Price Guarantee

File Photo
Spyder's aluminum in-line four engine displaces 1.8 liters and racks
up 138 hp. The keep-it-simple design carries over to equipment --
there's only one version and it contains all of the necessary equip-
ment, with one engine and one transmission, power steering and anti-
lock brakes, and the choice of six exterior colors matched to one of
three interior shades. The soft top, etched with a rigid glass rear win-
dow, bends at two flex points and folds back to tuck into a space
behind the seats, with the front roof section forming a built-in boot.

GIANT SELECTION

of New & Used
Toyota Cars & Trucks

» Gruise
o Tilt
¢ Mats

* Automatic
* PWR Windows
* PWR Locks

* Keyless Alarm
* Toyo Guard
o AM/FM Cass, CD

* AUTO « PWR WIND
¢ CRUISE » AM/FM CD
* LUGGAGE RACK

* RUNNING BOARDS
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Mitsubishi Mo

ntero rebuilt as

big SUV wagon fit for off-road

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

TUCSON, Ariz. — Sandstone
slabs as tall as truck tires
stepped down a rutted trail too
rogﬁn for ordinary vehicles.

is natural obstacle, con-
fronting us at the top of a ridge
high in the Rincon Mountains
east of Tucson, represented the
extreme hurdle in a series of
driving exercises stretching for
miles across Arizona’s desert.
The drills were designed to
show off the off-road capability
and dexterity of a new desi
for the full-size sport-utility by
Mitsubishi, mighty Montero.

Predecessors of this b
wagon, introduced in 1983 an
updated in 1992 with mechanical
refinements and luxurious trap-
pings, scored multiple trophies
through the years in the ultimate
off-road challenge, the Paris-
Dakar Rally, which traverses
Europe and the African Sahara.

Yet these earlier Monteros,
tall and angular with a body-
on-frame design that worked
well off-road but rode on pave-
ment with the harsh discomfort
of a truck, did not measure well
against contemporary applica-
tions for sport-utility wagons as
cushy people haulers.

To address this issue of ride
comfort and room for a family of
. riders, the new third genera-
tional design for Montero
begins with the proverbial
clean sheet of paper. It fashions
a fresh form based on a new
unibody scheme that provides
seats for seven in a spacious
cabin and plush fittings mixed
with strong mechanical sys-
tems capable of aggressive
vehicular action, whether on
pavement or dirt.

This one measures bigger
than the previous Montero - it’s
four inches wider but less tall
by almost two inches, with the
wheelbase lengthened by 2.2
inches and more than three
inches added to front and rear
tracks. A broader track with the

longer wheelbase expands
Montero’s tire stance, which in
turn increases its stability on
uneven terrain off-road yet also
evens out the plush ride quality
on pavement.

new suspension system
deletes live axles in favor of
fully independent elements to
generate that smooth ride,
while new rack and pinion
steering makes Montero easy to
turn, with the turning circle cut
despite a longel;ipackage.

For scaling off-road obstacles
like those sandstune sieps, the
wagon’s dground clearance was
increased by 1.7 inches to a gen-
erous 9.3 inches, and the verti-
cal distance front wheels can
travel has grown by 1.6 inches.

Further, the position of
wheels near corners of the rec-
tangular form with negligible
frontal overhang from bumpers
and body elements sets up
impressive angles which make
it easy to approach an off-road
obstacle. The front angle of
approach expands to 42 degrees
now, and at the tail a new angle
of departure runs to 24 degrees.

Despite the tall stance with
high ground clearance, Montero
paradoxically manages to drop
the step-in height for riders so
it’s easier now to climb aboard.

The enlarged passenger com-
partment brings more room for
people as well as cargo, provid-
ing three rows of seats with the
two back one folding flat to the
floor to expand the space for
more gear.

Montero also introduces a
bold new shape to the sport-ute
segimeréc. is

t's daring in a windswept
New Edge design that disguises

- the boxy format of a big wagon

through the use of defined creas-
es on shoulders and hood to inter-
rupt otherwise fluid contours.
Thick molded bumpers and low
cladding wrap around the entire
body, curvm,(g1 over wheelwells in
eyegrow fender flares that exag-
gerate the bright alloy wheels. The
treatment forms a broad base for

the package, anchoring it to the
d and o i mﬁe squared

ines of a wagon.
A two-tone color variation

from the monotone treatment is
available with bumpers and

ound-level cladding cast in a
1ght shade contrasted against
the darker body color.

Previously, Montero offered
only one trim option, but the
new issues divide into the two
segments of XLS and Limited.
Both draw from the same V6
engine but differ with automat-
ic transmissions, tour-wheel-
drive systems and the content
of on-board luxury equipment.

The engine, Mitsubishi’s 3.0-
liter V6, stocks a cam on top
and four valves in every cylin-
der. Recycled from the earlier
Montero, it has been tamed and
toned with new intake and
exhaust systems, then isolated
from' the chassis with liquid-
filled engine mounts that can-
cel vibrations. :

Output runs to 200 hp at
5000 rpm, with torque produc-
tion up to 235 lb-ft at 3000 rpm.

For Montero XLS, an elec-
tronic automatic four-speed
transmission is standard, but
the Limited goes further by
adding a five-speed automatic
with Sportronic clutch-less
shifter. Sportronic manual
mode, the shift lever slides lat-
erally into a side gate, where to-
or-fro stick action bumps up or
down the gear ladder one notch
at a time.

The four-wheel-drive system
employed by Montero XLS has
4WD high and low ranges
through a two-speed transfer
case. Synchronized front hub
locks allow the driver to shift
from conventional rear-wheel-
drive mode to 4WD high range
while cruising at speed. Low
range 4WD 1s available with
double the drive force for pow-
ering through sticky mud and
slick snow, or for inching up or
down dicy trails like those
sandstone steps our Montero
navigated successfully.
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A broader track with the longer wheelbase expands Montero's tire stance, which in tum increases its sta-
bility on uneven terrain off-road yet also evens out the plush ride quality on pavement. The enlarged pas-
senger compartment brings more room for people as well as cargo, providing three rows of seats with the
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two hack onac foldina flat on the floor {6 expand the space

Montero  Limited gets
Mitsubishi’s - sophisticated
Active Trac all-wheel-drive sys-
tem. A 4WD lever brings elec-
tronic shift points for the driver
to select 2WD mode with power
sent stric%;li to the rear wheels
for fuel-efficient motoring on
paved roads. A full-time all-
wheel-drive mode for pavement
applies power to all wheels but
with a bias in torque directed
toward the rear wheels. Also,
high and low ranges of 4WD
with center differential lock are
available with the Active. Trac

for gear.

system for off-pavement runs.
The new structural design
and new active and passive
gear make this Montero a safer
vehicle. Full-length steel frame
rails surround the passenger
compartment, with reinforced
side pillars and rolled steel door
beams in place, along with
frontal an(f side-impact air
bags, and a disc brake system
coupled to multi-mode anti-lock
controls as well as an electronic
brake distribution device.
Montero’s plush cabin
installs comfortable contoured

bucket seats in front, a middle-
row bench with fold-out center
armrest, and the back seat that
folds to the floor or pops out for
even more storage space. The
XLS edition has power controls,
a keyless security and an audio
system with CD player, but the
Limited brings touches of
leather and wood trim plus
heated seats and mirrors, a
210-watt Infinity sound system
with seven speakers, and a
power sunroof.

Competitive pricing applies,
beginning around $31,000.

Mazda touts additional
power and fresh styling

Mazda, an automaker origi-
nating in Japan but allied now
with Ford Motor Company, for a
2001 series of cars and trucks has
developed a new type of sport-
utility wagon oriented with
either front-wheel-drive or an all-
time four-wheel-drive system.

Called Tribute, the compact-
class wagon provides five doors
and seats for five in a spacious
cabin. This wagon’s car-like
mechanical components and
strong engine enthuse it with
downright sporty driving char-
acteristics.

But Mazda has long been
recognized for producing

sporty cars, as epitomized by
tﬁe two-seat Miata roadster.
Miata for year 2001 earns the
largest increase in power in its
12-year history, as well as
broad availability of a six-
speed manual transmission.

More power becomes a
theme Witﬁ Mazda this year for
other products, such as the
compact Protege sedan for
engine upgrade of LX and ES
models plus new Euro-style
body features that bring an
aggressive new look.

Elegant Millenia, the Mazda
flagship sedan, gains torsional
rigidity with structural stiffen-

ing and new suspension ele-
ments designed to deliver a-
smoother and more controlled
ride quality. '

Mazda’s popular mid-size
626 sedan returns with fresh
styling points worked out at
mid-year 2000. '

The MPV minivan, restruc-
tured last year with an efficient
new four-door package size and
a people-ﬁienﬁly interior lay-
out, repeats in 2001 with sev-
eral trim variations.

Also, the B-Series pickup
truck by Mazda boosts power
with new engines that fire it up
to 205 hp for one V6.

via




By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

New appearance packages
and more usable features go
into the four sedans that make
up 2001 products of Buick, with
each tuned and trimmed to fos-
ter a unique personality.

Buicks extend from the full-
size flagship Park Avenue to
sporty mid-size Regal, a mid-
size Century series and the full-
size LeSabre. All contain stan-
dard safety gear such as anti-
lock brakes, with traction con-
trol also on most to regulate
engine output and stabilize
traction on slippery pavement.

Flagship Park Avenue goes
further by adding the
StabiliTrak vehicle control sys-
tem as a standard feature on
the top edition, Park Avenue
Ultra, or as an option for a base
Park Avenue.

Ultrasonic Rear Parking
Assist is a new optional feature
for Park Avenue, and dual-
stage air bags that deploy with
less force in a collision of lesser
speed now work on LeSabre,
while a trunk escape handle
tucks inside the boot of Century
and Regal.

Top trims of all Buicks this
year also carry factory-installed
OnStar equipment with a hands-
free link to personnel at the
OnStar Center and 24-hour avail-
ability for in-vehicle safety, securi-
ty and information services.

CENTURY: Buick’s mid-size
budget car buy has the trunk
emergency escape handle added
to editions for 2001, with
upscale Limited bringing
OnStar communications.
Century’s passenger compart-
ment seats up to six due to a
standard front bench split 55-45

rcent in sections. Twin zones

or the standard climate system
allow both front seat riders to
select different temperatures for
individual comfort.

An extended wheelbase and
wide-track stance, in concert
with a stiff body structure, pro-
duce a smooth ride quality
that’s lively and controllable in
motion.

Century’s engine — a 3.1-liter
lant with aluminum cylinder
eads and sequential fuel injec-

tion — registers at 175 hp.
Models begin at the base
Custom and increase the luxu-
ry content with Century
Limited.

LeSABRE: Prgjecting sensu-

Ane enrune in wide stance with

Custom and Limited.

Standard seating arrange-
ment brings a 55/45 split bench
in front, and a 45/45 split
design with console 1s optional.
Leather upholstery may be
installed in each trim.

For power, both LeSabres
draw from a 205 hp 3.8-liter V6
teamed to a four-speed auto-
matic transmission.

"The Gran Touring package
adds firmer suspension settings
and a rear anti-roll bar, plus
magnetic variable-effort power
steering and a leather-wrapped
steering wheel.

PARK AVENUE: Buick’s
flagship series varies the two
models primarily in power
points and on-board amenities.
Park Avenue’s 3.8-liter V6 pro-
duces 205 hp, but a supercharg-
er added to Park Avenue Ultra
bumps it to 240 hp.

A limited-edition package
casts Park Avenue Ultra in
Laguna Green with a two-tone
Shale/Neutral color scheme
inside trimmed in walnut wood.

The Ultrasonic Rear Parking
Assist system, which can detect
unseen objects in the vehicle’s
rearward path and warn the
driver through audio and visual
signals, is a new optional fea-
ture for safety.

Base Park Avenue has a
responsive power-assisted rack
and pinion steering system,
while Ultra borrows from
Cadillac a Magnasteer vari-
able-effort device that uses elec-
tronic controls for magnetic tor-
sion to raise or lower the
amount of effort required to
steer.

Both support anti-lock
brakes, dual frontal plus side-
impact air bags and other safe-
ty features, such as the
StabiliTrak vehicle control sys-
tem. Buick’s Personal Choice

acka%e adds two remote key-
ess fobs which permit two dri-
vers to program settings for
mirrors, seats, plus security
and safety controls.

REGAL: The sporty mid-size
sedan from Buick spawns a lim-
ited-production model to com-
memorate Buick’s support for
athletes competing on tﬁe 2000
USA Olympic Team. Labeled as
the Regal (§lym ic Edition, this
sedan wears Olympic insignia
and specific design elements
created by fashion designer
Joseph Abboud, with new colors
available lgke Gold Metallic,
Sterling Sflver Metallic . and

Buick sedans tuned and trimmed for comfort in 2001

L35
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Buicl’s Ultrasonic Rear Parking Assist system, which can detect unseen objects in the vehicle’s rearward path and warn the driver through audio
and visual signals, is a new optional feature for safety.

" AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
ISU2U

Go farther.

Awarded |
“pz-peit]nnie nlllh” d



B L SR VIV LY LT TR AV

UG LA ieaviie 1 Hied, ywednesuay, UvLluuer £0, LUV

Chrysler combines clever new concepts

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

Clever new concepts mixed
with sleek and sophisticated
styling draped across cab-for-
ward architecture summarize
the myriad of automotive prod-
ucts grouped beneath the
winged badge of Chrysler from
DaimlerChrysler for 2001.

Chrysler’s line expands this
year with the introduction of a
novel five-door wagon called
the PT Cruiser, and Chrysler’s
mid-size cars have been recast
under the common name of

~ Sebring but with each configu-
ration styled differently in for-

~ mats of a sensuous coupe,
sedan and convertible.

Minivans emerge in a new

Cadillac blends art
and science in 2001

Cadiliac, the huxury brand
feom General Motors, blends
techniques of both art and sci-
ance in its 2001 line of luxury
coupes and sedans.

From the science side,
Cadillac’s cars contain cutting--
edge electronic controls and
computer-managed mechani-

" cal systems to boost communi-
cations, vehicle stability, safe-
ty, even rider comfort.

Then for the art angle,
expressive designs, imagia-
tive colors and elaborate
audio systems tantalize the
senges. :

Top editions of Cadillac’s
DeVille and Seville sedan
series for 2001 receive a
unique Infotainment system
and digital audio by Bose that
brings Internet connectivity
for e-mail and information
retrieval with voice-activated
controls for hands-free opera-
tion.

The Seville STS, updated
with new features for 2001,

‘ gfgerational format under two

ifferent names — the luxurious
Town & Country and a value-con-
scious Voyager that shifts from
Plymouth to Chrysler this year.
Then there are the three large

Chrysler sedans — Concorde,
LHS and 300M - all derived
from the LH platform that fash-
ions large-car interior space
from a mid-size chassis b
expanding the cabin in lengt
and width while narrowing
s}[:;ace for the engine. These
three sedans run into 2001 with
more equipment choices for per-
formance and safety plus more
luxurious features aboard.

PT Cruiser:  Chrysler’s
unique five-door wagon has a
boxy body tipped forward like a
dragster with exaggerated

fenders and a chin-forward
grille plus massive roll of sheet-
metal wrapping around the
top-heavy rear. The styling sug-
gests both the old and new, as if
a blender - filled with assorted
automotive concepts as diverse
as a beach buggy, panel truck,
hot rod and minivan — whiﬁped
up an all-new concoction that’s
too-cool.

The form-follows-function
concept revolves around a tall
vertical package for maximum
interior space and multiple pur-
poses, with the exterior warped
as a contemporary tribute to
classic car forms of earlier eras.

Cruiscrs for the United
States market use an efficient
twin-cam 2.4-liter in-line four-
cylinder engine that serves up

CATERA: The German-built mid-size Cadillac sedan looks strong in a
concise package rigged with shoulders and muscular flanks, tailored
curves uniting taut surface tensions and nose set with articulated
lamps, grille and low fascia. A five-place passenger compartment
contains numerous safety systems like seat-mounted side-impact air

bags.

gets an aggressive new perfor-
mance suspension package
with 17-inch wheels.

Other vehicles in Cadillac’s
2001 fleet include the sporty
Eldorado coupe, a German-
built mid-size sedan called

File Photo

Catera and the full-size sport-
utility wagon, Escalade, which
carries over from 2000 in
anticipation of a new version
coming at the beginning of the
2001 calendar year as a 2002
model.

- ners.

to 150 hp. A sporty five-speed
manual stands as the standard
transaxle, but an automatic
four-speed is available.

Despite Cruiser’s bold exteri-
or styling, the interior design
scores in practicality with 26
defined seat positions and a flat
cargo floor. The interior struc-
ture is tall, which accommo-
dates seats that rise high like
chairs and creates voluminous
space with access through four
wide and deep doors plus the
flip-up rear gate.

CONCORDE: The original
LH sedan in a streamlined
package carries the graceful

exterior theme of gentle curves

and contrasting sharp creases
into the passenger compartment
for a spacious and airy effect.

The standard layout brings
two front buckets separated by a
floor-mounted console and a
rear contoured bench with fold-
down armrest concealing a pass-
through hatch to the trunk.

Concorde LX contains a 2.7-
liter twin-cam V6 rated at 200
hp, and the LXi uses a single-
cam 3.2-liter V6 zipped to 225
hp. Behind the dramatic facade,

Concorde consists of a rigid
body structure fitted with inde-
pendent suspension compo-
nents. Optional traction control
combined with speed-sensitive
steering goes to the LX this
year, and the optional leather
package includes audio controls
mounted on the steering wheel.
Also, side-impact air bags are
available. New interior color
choices for 2001 range from
Taupe to Sandstone and Dark
Slate Gray.

300M: Chrysler’s perfor-
mance sedan comes off the same
platform as Concorde, although
the 300M’s chassis stretches
beyond normal measures as
wheels plant at the extreme cor-
e result: A stiff and bal-
anced structure that produces
crisp handling traits.

of the 300M issues in

North America pack a 3.5-liter
V6 with single-cam design and
output pushed to 253 hp. The V6
connects with an automatic four-
speed transmission outfitted
with Chrysler’s AutoStick shifter.

Two firm bucket seats clad in
leather flank a center console in
front of the rear bench with

60/40 split to the folding seat-
back and trunk access.

Among optional equipment,
changes for year 2001 models
extend to a luxury package with
California walnut trim, a chrome
shift knob, steering wheel audio
controls and exterior mirrors
that tip down when the frans-
mission is in reverse mode.

New 17-inch aluminum
wheels in chrome and silver
mate with Michelin A/S Touring
tires. Black and Deep Sapphire
Blue are new exterior hues
offered, with new leather tones
inside of Sandstone and Taupe.

LHS: The luxury sedan LHS
rides on the same stretched
platform as the 300M and car-
ries the same 253 hp V6 engine.
Differences between the two
cars occur not only from exteri-
or styling but a cushy ride qual-
ity for the LHS, along with its
lavish appointments.

The bold front oval grille
looks contemporary yet is a dis-
tinct departure from the other
LH cars.

SEBRING: The name
applies to coupe, convertible
and sedan variations for mid-
size products, but each is
unique and the coupe and
sedan use a platform that’s dif-
ferent from the sedan, and
engines also vary.

EBRING CONVERTIBLE:
This year’s drop-top represents
a second generational design for
the Chrysler convertible and it’s
charged with more power and
set with fun-to-drive mechani-
cal components. A new struc-
ture measures stronger and
more ris‘id, so when coupled to
the independent suspension
system and a new quick-to-act
steering mechanism, the car
behaves with more agile and
aggressive manners.

or power, the new 2.7-liter
V6 engine boosts output by 32
hp to 200 hp.

SEBRING COUPE: The
slick new coupe edition of
Sebring shares a chassis with
the convertible, as well as the
top engine, a 2.7-liter V6 pro-
ducing 200 hfp. However, a base
issue gets a four-cylinder plant
that displaces 2.4 liters and
rises to 147 hp. The interior

rovides two front bucket seats
Hanking a central console, and

We’re Your 5-Star Dealer.

len

a three-person rear bench with
impressive legroom.

A trunk expands to 16.3
cubic feet, bringing best-in-
class space. Two trims — LX and
LXi - differ in content, with the
latter slanted toward I .

SEBRING SEDAN: e
mid-size sedan variation under
the Sebring banner is a larger,
stiffer and quieter car than its
predecessor, and it contains
new safety systems plus a
stronger engine,

" The optional twin-cam 2.7-
liter V6 nets 200 hp, and a
standard 2.4-liter twin-cam
four-pack makes 150 hp. Roth
plants connect to a four-speed
automatic transmission, but
the AutoStick is offered option-

ally for the top trim, LXi.

MINIVANS: Chrysler’s mini-
vans have been rebuilt from the
ground up in a new genera-
tional treatment that produces
a stronger structure, more effi-
cient engines including the
most powerful for any minivan,
and new innovations for rider
comfort and convenience.

The fresh design brings
clever new ideas, such as power
controls to open and close the
rear liftgate, (fower shiding dual
side doors and a console that can
be removed easily from the front
seat and reset in the second row.

New safety afgear includes a
redesigned safety-cage struc-
ture and frontal as well as side-
impact air bags. Chrysler’s
minivans come in regular-
length and extended-length
wheelbases, with the Voyager
models using the regular-
wheelbase in two trims
of Voyager and Voyager LX.

The Town & Country series
consists of six different extend-
ed-length editions — LX, LXi
and Limited for either front-
wheel-drive or all-wheel-drive
mode. As for power, a base
Voyager uses a 2.4-liter in-line
four-cylinder plant that makes
150 hp, but Voyager LX gets a
3.3-liter V6 rated at 180 hp. Two
V6 engines for the Town &
Country series increase in
power, with the base 3.3-liter
V6 delivering 180 hp and the
3.8-liter running to 215 hp. At
mid-year, a third V6 will also
appear, offering best-in-class
output of 230 hp. '

FIVE STAR
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Chrysle

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

DEL MAR, Calif. - Surfers
catch curling Pacific waves in
the twilight of sunset off Del
Mar near San Diego, as we
gather in the sand on shore for
a tailgate party where the cen-
terpiece vehicle resembles a
woody wagon lifted from those
‘60s beach-blanket movies with
Frankie and Annette.

Or is it a 1937 panel van fit-
ted with side windows and
modern bumpers and wheels?

Or maybe it’s a Beetle from

the Sixties radicalized with
bulging retro fenders and an
eggcrate grille added up front.

Or it’s a souped-up Fifties
street ‘rod rigged with four
doors and a liftgate so it func-
tions in disguise as a Nineties
minivan.

Whatever this thing is, it
looks like no other vehicle. Yet
the lines — a boxy body tippinﬁ

forward like a dragster with

exaggerated fenders and that
chin-out grille -plus a massive
roll of sheetmetal wrapping
around the top-heavy rear —
suggest both the old and the
new, as if a blender, filled with
assorted automotive concepts
as diverse as that beach buggy,
panel truck, hot rod and mim-
van, whipped up a new concoc-
tion that’s, as the surfers would
say, way-cool.

Stylists at Chrysler devised
the original two-door version
as a design exercise, then
showed it off at the Geneva
Auto Show in 1998 as the
Pronto Cruizer. The form-fol-
lows-function concept revolved
around a tall vertical package
for maximum interior space
and multiple purposes, with
the exterior warped as a con-
temporary tribute to classic
car forms of earlier eras.

Well, public and media reac--

tions to the Cruizer showcar
was so forceful that Chrysler’s
marketing wizards built a
strong case for a Cruizer mar-
ket and now, two years after the
concept car rolled onto the stage
at Geneva, a production version
rolls out of a ghtysler assembly

plant in Mexico as a 2001

!

Cruiser suggest old a

—
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Chrysler’s unique five-door wagon has a boxy body tipped forward like a dragster with exaggerated fenders and a chin-forward grille plus mas-
sive roll of sheetmetal wrapping around the top-heavy rear.

multi-purpose vehicle under
the banner of PT Cruiser — as in
Personal Transportation
Cruiser.

Developed from a dedicated
platform modified from the

comgact—class Neon sedan, the .
PT

ruiser will be sold around
the world, although the first
ones go to North America.

Following the beach party,
we put a PT Cruiser to the test
with a day of driving over
mountains and deserts, tracing
tWisg back roads and quick-
clip freeways alike. The experi-
ence produced vivid and posi-
tive reactions —~ not just from
the driver but those who
encountered this unusual car
along our path — and some sur-
prises.

Our biggest surprise con-
cerned the substantial feel of
the Cruiser, the rigidity of its
structure and the impressive
way that all parts mesh togeth-
er and function in a tight, no-

nonsense manner.

The tightness translates
through an extended wheelbase
and broad track into surpris-
ingly competent road manners,
with unexpected agility when
mastering a set of curves and a
stability at freeway speeds that
defies the compact size of the

package.
Suspension elements include
independent MacPherson

struts in front and a twist beam
axle in back with trailing arms
and transverse linkage added
to control lateral sway when
cornering and decrease dive
and squat tendencies when
accelerating or braking.

As a result, there’s virtually -

no wiggle at the rear, as a tail
wagging the dog. .
Respectable power flows
from a spunky little engine.
Cruisers for the United
States use an efficient twin-
cam 2.4-liter inline four-cylin-
der engine that serves up to 150

hp and still earns reasonable
fuel economy numbers.

A sporty five-speed manual
stands as the standard
transaxle, but an automatic
four-speed is available and it
doesn’t sap the punch of the
engine or its efficiency.

e rack and pinion steering
system gets a small rack to
quicken the turning response,
and brakes bring thick front
rotors and large rear cylinders
for strength to trim the stop-
pir:g]time.

Also, a variety of unseen
measures were employed to
reduce and control noise and
vibrations stemming from
engine, road surface and air
rushing around external body
forms. The result: It’s quiet
inside the Cruiser, even when
running at hiFhway speed.

Despite bold exterior styling

in a radical look that defies cat-
egorizing, much less describing,
the interior design for the
Cruiser scores as its most
inventive aspect. With 26
defined positions for the seats
and a flat cargo floor, the space
becomes a canvass for personal
expression. ‘

The interior structure is tall,
which accommodates seats that
rise high like chairs and creates
voluminous space with access
through four wide and deep
doors plus the flip-up rear gate.

Sitting erect witg hips ele-
vated not only feels more com-
fortable than a slouched stance
in the typical car seat but sets
the head in a commanding posi-
tion so you can see more clearly
outside the vehicle. :

High seats also make it easy
to climb aboard because you
simply slip laterally into the

nd new

seat.

Headroom is generous even
for tall passengers and so is the
legroom for front and back
seats. Up front, there are two

- buckets seﬁarated by a console,

and in back a firm bench makes
room for three adults.

We rode for a few miles in the
back and quickly added this
experience to our list of surpris-
es because Cruiser’s rear bench
may be the most comfortable
we've encountered.

The back of the front passen-
ger bucket folds forward to form
a flat horizontal sur {; and
the backs of the rear bench,
divided into two sections of
35/65 percent, also fold flat on
the same plane as the folded
front seatback. ‘

Long cargo items like lumber
can be stacked on top of these
folded seats and extended from
dashboard to tail door.

The two sections of the rear
seat also fold and tumble for-
ward to create a larger cargo
bay, and they have integrated
handles and wheels and can be
removed entirely via quick-
release latches, then rolled
away for storage.

With both rear seats
removed, the cargo area mea-
sures to 64 cubic feet, which
rivals a sport-utility wagon.

A sturdy shelf in the rear
locks into five different posi- -
tions for varied functions,
including a tray, cargo divider,
even a tailgate table.

Safety issues are addressed
by the PT Cruiser in many
ways, beginning with a safety-
cage structure and extending to

assive safety systems like

ontal and side air bags plus
active controls such as optional
anti-lock brakes.

However, the sweetest sur-
rise from PT Cruiser comes
om the price points. Figures

begin at $16,000 for the base
edition and $19,000 for a nice-
ly equipped Limited draped in
leather, with a loaded Limited
rigged with a power moonroof
and premium sound kit top-
ping out around $22,000.

Lively performance and

ed T Ade?
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Honda bumps up in size with

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

CORONADO, Calif. — On a
run from Coronado at the beach
near San Diego to reach twisty
Otay Lakes Road in the Jamul
Mountains, we glayed a num-
bers game with California free-
ways - south on the 5, east on
the 905, north on the 805 — all
the while checking off different
kinds of numbers that register
as our first impressions while
steering a new rendition of
Honda’s mainstay small car,
‘the Civic.

"~ Both a two-door coupe and
four-door notchback sedan con-
stitute the new treatment for
Civic, which marks the seventh
‘generation. In the course of a

ong day, we drove many varia-

tions on freeways and narrow
back roads wrapped around
San Diego Country and found
in that Srocess that the group
exhibited nimble road manners
and, in certain versions, gutsy
fun-to-drive traits.

Exterior dimensions for
these new Civics decrease
slightly, although passenger
compartments expand in vol-
ume to create more spacious
cabins fixed with new seats,
more comfortable and conve-
nient features, as well as new
safety systems such as dual-
stage frontal air bags and
optional side-impact air bags.

so, four-cylinder engines for
the series increase in displace-
ment and fuel efficiency, while
earning ULEV (ultra low emis-
sion vehicle) certification in

every state of the union.

The expanded passenger
compartment, which increases
in volume from 101.7 to 104.3
cubic feet, elevates Civic from
subcompact to compact status.

Since 1996, Civic has set the
Eace among subcompacts

ecause of the quality of its con-
struction, the efficiency of its
engines, rather nice driving
characteristics and comfortable
passenger compartments, plus
impressive standard features.
In all, Honda has produced
more than 300,000 Civics each
year, so many that the name
shows up in the top five vehicles
on America’s best-seller chart.

In the face of such success,
Honda’s designers and engi-
neers spent the past several
years creating new versions of

Lincoln adds complimentary maintenance

By Bob Plunkett
_Special to The Times

The four vehicles that comprise the luxury
line by Lincoln for 2001 increase in value
because ali provide new complimentary mainte-
nance services as well as replacement compo-
nents as part of the standard warranty package.

The service covers all types of routine mainte-
nance work — from changing of the motor oil to
replacing wiper blades or shocks — during the
first three years or 36,000 miles of the vehicle.
All Lincolns this year also increase telematics
with communication connectivity through new
availabﬂitﬁ of services keyed to a cellular tele-
phone with hands-free operations by voice com-
mands and 24-hour assistance for emergency
service plus access to reports on news, stocks,
. sports, even e-mail. The complete line this year
for Lincoln begins with two traditional full-size
luxury sedans and extends to a big sport-utility
wagon and the recently added mid-size perfor-
mance sedan called the LS, as in Luxury Sport.

The wagon — Lincoln Navigator — appears in
both rear-wheel and four-wheel traction modes,
while the two full-size sedans — Continental and
Town Car — repeat for 2001 but with a new
stretched-wheelbase edition labeled Cartier L
added to the Town Car.

CONTINENTAL: Lincoln’s full-size front-
wheel-drive sedan draws from a 4.6-liter Ford
V8 engine, which produces 275 hp. Safety gear
also found on the Town Car apphes to
Continental, such as an emergency trunk
release. One of Continental’s few options con-
cerns front seat configuration. Standard are
sporty twin buckets with center-mount gear
shifter and a console with armrest that flips to
reveal an optional cellular phone, but a no-
charge alternate brings a three-person bench

with column-mounted shift lever.

LINCOLN LS: Last year’s debut of the new
sport luxury sedan from Lincoln resulted in a
dramatic change in the line’s model mix because
the LS challenged the brand’s traditional ima%e
from other products. With its sleek yet subtle
form and a spacious cabin with four doors and
room for five inside, the LS measures to mid-size
proportions drawn from a rigid unibody struc-
ture which features liberal applications of light-
weight aluminum for body panels and suspen-
sion elements. Inside, the tailored cabin has an
international flavor in a leather-lined layout
with twin front bucket seats followed by a rear
bench with twin sculptured spaces.

NAVIGATOR: Lincoln’s full-size sport-utility
wagon rides on the chassis of Ford’s F-150 pick-
up truck but packs aboard plush comforts for rid-
ers. Innovative options include an integrated
satellite navigation system, power adjustable
drive pedals, a rear-sensing sonar detection sys-
tem, side air bags, plus perforated leather seats
with air cooling as well as heat. A 5.4-liter V8
engine propels Navigator to 300 hp. The option-
al Control Trac four-wheel-drive system distrib-
utes traction to wheels with grip on pavement.
For off-road treks, a 4AWD higﬁfllow system locks
the differential and applies torque evenly to all
wheels.

TOWN CAR: Lincoln’s flagship sedan projects
a bold contemporary design outside with exag-
gerated hood, slick shoulders and flared rear
fenders, and a roofline capped by convex rear
glass. It stretches long andp fz)iyers aboard elabo-
rate comfort systems in a spacious cabin. The
wheelbase stretch also extends exterior dimen-
sions to make Town Car seem even longer in sil-
houette, with extra space added to a broad B-pil-
lar and the wide rear door.

Civic under a program called
“Q10,” which in Honda-speak
translates to “Improving
Quality Ten Times.”

Underlying concepts behind
all new Civics amount to maxi-
mizing room for people and
minimizing space for mechani-
cal equipment, developing larg-
er but more efficient power-
trains, boosting safety and com-
fort gear, then enhancing pro-
duction tErocesses by building
cars with refined components
and body panels that mesh
together precisely.

All new Civics use a four-
cylinder aluminum engine that
increases in displacement from
1.6 to 1.7 liters and still gets a
ULEV score. Three different
iterations apply, with the fuel-
economy miser Civic HX coupe
packing a lean-burn plant that
achieves 117 hp, a base DX and
more comfy LX coupe and sedan
stocking the standard engine at
115 hp but deluxe EX coupe and
sedan goosed to 127 hp.

Either a tight five-speed man-
ual transmission or an electroni-
cally-controlled four-speed auto-
matic goes into all coupe and
sedan editions, save for the HX
that uses Honda’s remarkable
continuously variable transmis-
sion (CVT) which ap{:roaches a
manual shifter’s fuel economy
but delivers virtually unde-
tectable shift transitions.

The two also share a struc-
ture, yet the coupe contains
specific steel reinforcements to
counter the lack of side roof pil-
lars. Both show a wedge-hke
profile with high back and a
crimped nose cast low. To work
out that steep slant for the
hood, Civic’s steering gearbox
below the hood was reset in a
high center spot on the firewall,
a short front strut suspension
was added, and the engine had
to be pared in physical dimen-
sions. These internal changes
led to the most obvious styling

new designs

File Photo

CIVIC: Honda's popular compact-class cars exhibit new exterior styling
lines, revamped and expanded interiors with more standard conve-
nience features, and efficient new powertrains.

variance over the former Civic,
as the new car’s hood dips lower
by 2.6 inches.

Condensing the engine com-
partment led to an expansion of
the passenger cabin.

Alarger cabin was created b
raising the roof, moving wind-
shield pillars forward and devis-
ing a ff;it floor. This extra space
mainly goes into the rear seat
area, where legroom stretches
by almost two inches in the
sedan or more than half an inch
in the coupe, and room for shoul-
ders and hips increases fraction-
ally. Further, the flat floor carves
out more room for feet.

Civic carries twin buckets in
front and a bench in back. All
seats were rebuilt with more
support and stronger bolsters,
and cushions were mounted
higher so you can slip more eas-
ily into a sitting position.

Front seatbacks in the coupe
measure wider and deeper than
in the sedan, and headrests are
hollow at the center. Seatbelts
attach to a side bar that moves
out of the way of a passenger
crawling into the rear. Also, the
front bucket slides forward
when you tip the seatback for-
ward to create a broad portal
for entry to the rear seat, and it
returns to its original post
when you pull the seatback

upright again.

New devices for safety range
from front seatbelt pretension-
ers for lap and shoulder to two-
stage frontal air bags, three-
point safety belts for all seat
positions, anchor brackets by
the rear seat to secure a child’s
safety seat, and an emergency
lock release in the trunk. The
side-impact air bags and anti-
lock brakes are options.

Civic’s stiff new structural
system supports a new suspen-
sion with MacPherson struts
mounted in front and a double
wishbone design for the back.

The ride quality feels smooth
and comfortable, and even rum-

led pavement — such as Honey

prings Road that bumps
through Bratton Valley near
Barber Mountain east of San
Diego — failed to upset the
Civics we tested.

We also noted the quality of
quietness in these designs. A
stronger structure, in conjunc-
tion with new engine mounts
plus special noise and vibration-
damping insulation stuffed into
Civic's body cavities, work
together to tone down sound and
vibration, while wind noise has

been negated by stream]j;g?
Civics shell. Net effect: At s ,

riders may converse in regular
voices without noise distractions.
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Pontiac Aztek works as a SRV wagon geared for sport and play

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

VIRGINIA CITY, Nev. — The
new Aztek by Pontiac, spread
wide across a broad platform,
presents the face of a snarling
bulldog and edgy body styling
with angular contours, unusu-
al shapes for side and back
windows and a wedge-like pro-
file underscored by massive
ring of bumpers, bodyside
moldings and fender flares.

It looks exotic, like no other
vehicle on the road, and draws
the eye of spectators wherever
it goes.

The untisual exierior siyling
of Aztek signals a different
approach for its composition
and purpose. Pontiac tags it as
the world’s first SRV, or sport-
recreation vehicle, and casts it
as a multi-purpose machine to
accommodate active lifestyles

with ample room aboard for |

hauling recreational equip-
ment such as bicycles, canoes
or kayaks, snowboards and
skis.

Aztek’s interior stylists say
their designs were inspired by
the muliti-function Swiss Army
Knife and the tone and feel of

high-tech sports equipment
like mountain bikes and scuba-
diving rigs. As a result, interior
components flip and fold and
contort to work as a highly
individualized package with
comfortable space for five peo-

ple and a load of gadgets for
sport and play.

The chassis and essential
mechanical elements including
a V6 engine and four-speed
automatic transaxle were bor-
rowed from the General Motors

File Photo

Poitiac's new wagon has ample room aboard for hauling recreational
equipment such as hicycles, canoes or kayaks, snowboards and skis.
Interior components flip and fold and contort to work as a highly indi-
vidualized package with comfortable space for five people and a load

of gadgets for sport and play.
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minivans like Pontiac’s front-
wheel-drive Montana, so Aztek
drives and rides with the easy-
to-maneuver agility of a mini-
van, yet the high profile and
load-carrying capacity enables
it to act like a sport-utility
wagon.

Despite the foundation of a
minivan platform, however,
Aztek reveals no hint of mini-
van styling. At the same time,
its arching profile with roofline
rounded off at the rear really
doesn’t look like a boxy sport-
utility wagon either.

Actually, it more closely
resembles 2 rakish and racy
four-door hatchback sedan
jacked up high in the tail and
set atop a slab of bumpers and
side cladding coated in a dark
color contrasted against the
painted sheetmetal.

A stubby prow with wide-
track stance and the tall
bumper treatment sets up that
chin-forward face of a bulldog,
with cat-eye corner headlamps
flanking a twin-port grille and
horizontal ram-air slots in the
hood, amber turn lights mount-
ed over headlamps and round
foglamps down low.

Aztek’s leading edge tilts
rearward and the hood slopes
up to the canted windshield as
A pillars work as rails that run
over B and C pillars to the
opposing D pillars sloping
down to a squared-off tail. A
creased shoulder plane extends
for the length of each side
above flat doors and the low
row of molded side cladding
that bulges with long rippled
streaks implying motion.

At the flat-faced tail, a tall
bumper stacks beneath the
narrow lip of a painted flip-
down tailgate panel and the
flip-up liftgate, which contains
a horizontal pane mounted ver-
tically and a canted pane tilted
forward to mimic in opposition
the slope of the windshield.

Inside, the layout — with two
front bucket seats on either
side of a floor console, a second-
row bench split in two equal
segments and a large space at
the rear for cargo — scores as
the only conventional aspect of
Aztek’s interior design because
all components relate to func-
tional use for recreation and

the storage of lifestyle and
sports gear.

Strong graphic patterns
splash across the cloth seat
fabrics and door panels, with
soft-to-touch molded plastics
lining the dashboard, doors
and rear panels. Multiple grab
handles anchor to doors, dash
and pillars, and power outlets
show up on the instrument
panel, back of the console and
rear quarter panel.

Aztek’s dashboard houses a
recessed instrument cluster
with bold analog gauges as
well as four round air vents
Wwith ceirter joysiick-siyle shut-
off controls. Below a pair of
center vents, the cluster of
audio and climate systems uti-
lizes large easy-to-grip rotary
dials.

Bucket seats in front feel
firm and have side bolsters
with reclining backs and rear
storage pockets.

The second-row bench pops
out to increase storage space as
the seatback, split into two seg-
ments, folds flat to expand the
rear cargo compartment.

Storage spaces fill the cabin,
from a front glove box and side
door pockets to concealed bins
in rear quarter panels and
back sillplate plus center front
consoles above and below. Also,
flexible zippered bags stuff into
front door pockets to corral tote
items like a camera, cell phone
and CD player.

Further, optional storage
systems relate to specific
sports equipment. A thermal
container that locks into posi-
tion in the front floor console
functions as a console storage
bin when in the vehicle or a
twin six-pack cooler when
removed. An interior bike rack
slips into the cargo bay, a cargo
net system with 22 different
configurations cages loose gear
and a slide-out rear cargo tray
supports 400 pounds worth of
stuff. There’s even a custom-
made tent that wraps around
the rear with tailgate and lift-
gate agape, as a wide air mat-
tress inflates across the cargo
floor.

When the series is fully
developed in 2001, Aztek will
be available with either stan-
dard front-wheel-drive traction

mode or a new all-wheel-drive
Versatrak system that detects
tire rotational differences
between front and rear wheels
during low-traction conditions,
then directs power to either or
both rear wheels momentarily
before actual tire slippage
occurs at the front wheels.

Both Aztek traction editions
pull power from a 3.4-liter V6
engine that produces 185 hp
through an electronically con-
trolled four-speed automatic
transaxle.

The base Aztek, priced at
$21,995, brings a long list of
standard equipment including
frontal and side-impact airbags
plus anti-lock brakes and com-
fort items like air conditioning
and power controls for win-
dows, door locks and exterior
mirrors.

The Aztek GT from $24,995
adds dual-zone heating and
cooling, cruise control and all-
speed traction control, a
remote keyless entry system,
leather-wrapped steering
wheel with radio controls, the
removable console cooler and a
rooftop rack for sports equip-
ment.

We spent a day steering a
front-wheel-drive Aztek GT
over the snow-capped Sierras
of California and across high
deserts of Nevada to the hills of
Virginia City in order to mea-
sure its vitality, feel character-
istics of its ride quality and
experience on-board comforts.
What we discovered was a
sturdy machine that could
charge up a steep grade and
maneuver confidently on
twisty mountain curves while
also steer easily through traffic
on urban streets such as in
Reno and rip along in stable
stance on high-speed freeways.

Aztek’s long wheelbase and
wide wheel track set up a sta-
ble stance to keep it anchored
to pavement, and with power
directed to front wheels it
steers more like an easy-dri-
ving sedan or minivan rather
than a truck-based sport-utili-
ty wagon. Obviously, it man-
ages to blend favored features
of a minivan, sedan and sport-
ute wagon, yet Pontiac tips
Aztek’s price points toward the
affordable.

r___._______‘_______, s
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Chevrolet trucks feature improved powertrains

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

The trucks that bear the
bow-tie badge of Chevrolet for
model-year 2001 include a full-
size  light-duty  pickup,
Silyerado, the larger and
stronger variation now called
Silverado Heavy Duty, and the
compact S-10 Series. Silverado
Heavy Duty series debuts this
year in a makeover based on
the Silverado Light-Duty truck.
Offered in as many as 32 differ-
ent co ations, the strong
work trucks arrive with a new
series of powertrains that mus-
cle up to the head of the heavy
class in terms of raw horsepow-
er, engine torque and efficiency
for towing and toting hefty
loads. Improved powertrains
also go to work in the Silverado
Light-Duty trucks, cast this
year in 1500 (half-ton) and
medium-duty 2500 (three-quar-
ter-ton) sizes. One edition - the
Silverado 1500 Extended Cab
4WD - adds a new Pro-Tec com-

osite (Fickup box in back

esigned to evade dints, dings
and corrosion. Chevrolet’s com-
pact-class S-10 trucks increase
the editions for 2001 by adding
a new four-door Crew Cab that
contains four car-like doors and
a cabin outfitted with two buck-
et seats in front of a rear bench
for three.

SILVERADO HD: The HD ini-
tials denote Heavy Duty, the
tell-all descriptive for a new
series of big and powerful work
trucks developed as upward
expansion for the full-size line
of Silverado pickups. Built on a
Strm:f new structure that’s
modular in design to allow mul-
tiple configurations for cabin
size and box length, these enor-
mous trucks bulge from new
sheetmetal styling and ripple
with enthused strength due to
a new series of class-leading
powertrains. They also provide
uncommonly comfortable pas-
senger compartments in cabs
equipped with two or four
doors, and can perform tricks
rarely seen among work trucks:
The};e smooth in suspension
ride and downright easy to
operate. With three trim choic-
es and as many as 32 different
configurations for cab and bed
and powertrain and traction,

the series consists of a complex
array of models that can be
bare and simple at one extreme
or refined and luxurious for the
other. The new lineup of power-
house engines and strong
transmissions includes two
gasoline-powered Vortec V8
choices plus the Duramax turbo-
diesel V8. The Vortec 6000 300
hp 6.0-liter V8 serves as the
entry plant and produces more
power and torque than any
other standard engine in this
Heavy Duty class. A new Vortec
8100 8.1-liter big-block V8 is
optional at 340 hp and it works
with either a ZF six-speed man-
ual or impressive Allison 100
five-speed automatic. The
Duramax 6600 6.6-liter V8
direct-injection turbo-diesel puts
out king-of-the-road power and
torque ratings, and it too mates
with the ZF six-speed manual or
Allison five-speed automatic.
SILVE| : Enhanced pow-
ertrains drop into the popular
full-size Silverado truck, which
runs into the 2001 Chevrolet
Truck line with an extensive
collection of models. Chevifl’s
pﬁmarﬁa}ruck splits into the
1500
duty 2500 (three-quarter-ton)
versions with various cab sizes
offered, plus short and long box
in back and rakish Sportside
body styling optional for the
1500. Silverado’s cabin, config-
ured in regular or the extended
version with rear space for rid-
ers and gear, brings class-lead-
ing space and comfortable fea-
tures. Seating for the Regular
Cab amounts to a bench for
three split in 40/20/40 sections.
On the Extended Cab, bench or
buckets stand in front of a back
bench with a wide bottom cush-
ion and padded back tilted for
comfort. One four-door format
shows two rear-hinged doors
set behind the two front doors
to make rear-seat entry easier.
Silverado’s truck bed in back
provides generous space with
either Fleetside or Sportside
body style and the boxes accom-
modate multiple arrangements
of cargo loads, with built-in
slots and ledges on side panels
to section the space or stack
loads in tiers. Vortec V8 engines
for Silverado begin with a 4.8-
liter plant pumping 270 hp.
The 5.3-liter V8 reaches to 285

(half-ton) and medium-

hp and links to an automatic
transmission, while the largest
V8 — at 6.0 liters and 300 hp —
has been reworked this year
and fitted with aluminum
cylinder heads and a new
camshaft design. An economi-
cal six-cylinder plant in the
base Silverado achieves 200 hp.
Deluxe LT comes with an auto-
matic active transfer case —
called Autotrac — as standard
equipment, but it’s available on
the LS trim. Also, another 4x4
system called Insta-Trac works
with base and LS. It permits
shift-on-the-fly switching from
rear-wheel to four-wheel mode,

-and has a 4x4 low gear for

dependable off-road traction.
10 PICKUP: The compact
pickup from Chevrolet spawns
a new four-door Crew Cab edi-
tion for 2001 and it provides
four car-like doors, a full-size
rear seat to accommodate three
adults plus an abbreviated-
length truck box in back. The
new. entry increases to three
the cab variations offered for
this truck, including the two-
door Regular Cab and an
Extended Cab that adds an
optional third door mounted
behind the driver’s door. Chevy
small trucks also employ either
rear-wheel or four-wheel trac-
tion. For safety, all S-10 trucks
now carry four-wheel anti-lock
brakes, dual frontal air bags
and daytime running lamps.
As for power, a base four-cylin-
der engine continues with 120
{1}), but an optional Vortec 4300
6 engine rises to 180 hp in 4x2
applications and reaches 190
hp for the 4x4.

CHEVROLET WAGON: No
where else will the wagon shop-
per find so many choices for
size, power and traction within
a single brand than at
Chevrolet, which supports a
sport-utility vehicle in small,
medium, large and even gigan-
tic dimensions, thanks to
Tracker, Blazer, Tahoe and
Suburban. These four wagons
divide into a myriad of choices
for cabin configurations, power-
trains, traction modes and tow-
ing capacities. The collection of
2001 builds on new designs for
super-size Suburban and full-
size Tahoe that rolled out last
year, with fresh updates apply-
ng to mid-size Blazer and com-

act-class Tracker. Suburban
or 2001 brings an optional new
Vortec 8100 V8 engine for
three-quarter-ton 2500 ver-
sions with best-in-class muscle
reaching to 340 hp. Tahoe this
year offers two V8 engine choic-
es plus an available third-row

seat that expands the passen- -

ger capacity to nine. .
SUBURBAN: As Chevrolet’s
largest SUV  wagon, the
Suburban has evolved into a
sophisticated machine built
upen the full-size truck chassis
of Chevrolet’s Silverado pickup.
The enormous wagon seats uj
to nine people, comes in -
ton 1500 and three-quarter-ton
2500 series and uses Vortec V8
engines linked to automatic
transmissions. A 5.3-liter V8 for
the 1500 achieves 285 hp. The
Suburban 2500 series draws
from Chevy’s 6.0-liter VS8,
updated this year with new alu-
minum cylinder heads and a
new camshaft to develop even
more muscle — 315 hp. Yet the
new Vortec 8.1-liter V8 reaches
to the top of class with 340 h
and 455 lb-ft of torque. Bot
1500 and 2500 Suburbans
stock either rear-wheel or four-
wheel traction, but the 4x4 has
a dash-mounted switch to jock-
ey between full-time all-wheel
traction, rear-wheel or four-
wheel high and low settings.
Optional is the Autoride contin-
uously-variable road-sensing
suspension. Another option for
2001 is the Z71 package for a
Suburban 1500 4x4, adding
unique exterior styling ele-
ments plus 17-inch wheels and
tires. Suburban’s vast cabin in
the revised structure increases
cargo space in the back bay
because the spare tire stows
below deck. Rear gate systems
consist of two different designs
— the standard swing-out dual
cargo doors or a top-hinged alu-
minum lift gate with glass
panel that swings up indepen-

dent of the door frame.

TAHOE: At a glance, Tahoe
seems visually identical to the
larger Suburban, although
Suburban carries even more
interior space behind its rear
axle. Like Suburban, the Tahoe
uses Silverado’s chassis and
was rebomn last year with new
exterior styling, more space in
the revamped cabin, stronger
engines aboard with more
power and efficiency, and more
on-board safety systems plus
sophisticated controls for sus-

nsion, traction and brakes.

ahoe comes in halfton 1500
series with three trims and a
choice of rear-wheel-drive or
all-wheel traction. The stan-
dard engine, a 275 hp Vortec
4.8-liter, mates to an automatic
four-speed transmission, with a
Vortec 5.3-liter V8 available at
185 hp. Four-wheel-drive
options include the Autotrac
active transfer case for on-
demand all-wheel traction. In

_the cabin, Tahoe offers a third-

row bench seat split in 50-50
sections. The Z71 off-road chas-
sis package adds 46mm
Bilstein gas-charged shocks,
tuned springs, jounce bumpers
and stabilizer bars Slus 16-inch
all-season tires to dampen the
harsh treatment when away
from pavement. Another
optional suspension kit - the
82 heavy-duty trailer package
— improves Tahoe’s trailer-tow-
ing ability by installing a hitch
platform, seven-pin trailer har-
ness connector, trailer brake
controller harness plus a tem-
perature gauge for the auto-
matic fransmission. Deluxe
appointments increase up the
model ladder, with two-tone
leather seats for Tahoe LT and
options extending to premium
audio equipment and a power
sliding sunroof.
ER: Chevy’s compact
SUV wagon extends a deluxe
TrailBlazer four-deor wagon to

crown the series, as the two-
door Blazer develops a unique
Xtreme edition outfitted with
low-riding sfport suspension,
special body fascia and low side
cFadding, deep-tint windows
and five-spoke aluminum
wheels. All Blazers draw power
from a Vortec 190 hp 4.3-liter

V6 engine. The two-door packs

a manual five-speed transmis-
sion with short-throw stick as
standard issue, but an auto-
matic four-speed transmission
on all four-door Blazers is
optional on two-door units.
Both two-door and four-door

‘Blazers may be equipped with a

four-wheel-drive system, using
either Chevy’s Insta-Trac rig
with shift-on-thefly switchin,

from rear-wheel to four-whee
mode and a 4x4 low gear for off-
road work, or the optional
Autotrac automatic active
transfer case.

TRACKER: The pint-size
Chevrolet sport-utility splits
into two different designs with a
two-door open-top Tracker and
four-door hardtop in convention-
al wagon format. All versions
trace to generational remodeling
that occurred two years ago, but
the 2001 editions increase in
strength due to a new twin-cam
2.5-liter V6 engine, rated at 155
hp, that applies to two new four-
door Trackers — deluxe LT with
chrome exterior elements and
interior leather seating, and
ZR2 with wheel flares and larg-
er wheels and tires for a %ged
stance plus interior comforts
including power windows and
mirrors. Base issues in either
four-door or two-door format
contain a twin-cam 2.0-liter
four-in-line engine rated at 127
hp. A two-speed transfer case for

acker’s four-wheel-drive sys-
tem, available for both four-door
and two-door editions, splits
engine torque and applies it
intelligently to front and rear
wheels to prevent slippage.
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i.EASE $259 mo/39 months
$534 due at signing plust
title, license. Refundahl
deposit included.

-ASE $239 mo/39 months
ue at signing plus tax,
cense, Refundable
deposit included

LEASE *339 mo/39 months

$689 due at signing plus tax,
title & license. Refundable
deposit included.

LEASE $259‘ mo/39 months

$534 due at signing plus tax,
title & license. Refundable

deposit included.

YOU ARE INVITED TO GHOOSE YOURS NOW
EFF S

VDLKSWAGEN

LEEMAN FERRY AND DRAKE AVENUE

» 881-1881 »

2001 ACURN MDK )

All Features lListed Belnw AI'I

* Power Moonroof With Tilt Feature & Sliding Shade * lighted Ashtray, Glove Compartment, Door Switches, Ignition
* Power Heated Door Mirrors Switch & Cargo Area
* Halogen Headlights * Remote FuelFiller Door Release
* Fog Lights * Dual lluminated Vanity Mirrors
* Alloy Wheels ¢ Outside Temperature Guage
* Compoct Roof-Mounted Antenna * Rear Cargo Storage Compariments
¢ DualOutlet Exhaust * Rear Cargo Power Ouflet
* 5:MPH Bumpers (Front/Rear) * Floor Mats
* Front Mud Guards * Drivers and Front Passengers SRS Air Bags
* Front & Rear Tow Hooks * DualStage Front Passenger's Front Air Bags
* Galvanized Body Panels * Driver's & Front Passenger's Side Air Bags With Front Passenger s
¢ Chrome Door Hendles Height & Position Sensors
© Rear Privacy Glass * 3-Point Seat Belis {front/2nd/3rd row)
» Aerodynamic Rear Window Wiper * Chiid-Seat Tether Anchors (2nd, 3rd Row}
¢ low Floor Load Height * Security System with Remote Eptry & Immiobilizer
* leather Trimmeds Seats & Door Panel Inserts {Front & Second Row Only] @ 4Wheel AnfiLock Braking System{ABS)
* Leather Wrapped Steering Wheel * Impact-Absorbing Crumple Zones {front/rear)
* Drivers 8-Way Power Seat ¢ Sidedmpact Door Beams
© Drivers Seat Adjustable Lumbar Support » Power Heated Door Mirrors
¢ Adjustable Front Seat Head Rest * Automatic Day/Night Rearview Mirror
* 60/40 Split Folding 2nd -Row Seat * Breakaway Inside Rear view Mirror
® 2nd Row Fold-Down Armrest With Beverage Holder * Sun Visors with Side Extensions ‘
¢ 50/50 Split Folding 3rd Row Seat * Nonprotruding Switches & Confrols
* Reclining 2nd & 3rd Row Seats ¢ Collapsible Steering Column
* Drivers & Passengers Seat Back Pockets * Impact-Absorbing Interior Surfaces
* Simulated Woodgrain Trim * Automatic Transmission Interlock Feature
¢ Heated Front Seats * Center High Mount Brakelight
* Power Windows With Auto Down Drivers Window * All-Around Visibiltiy (265.6°}
¢ Power Door Locks ‘ * Rear Window Defroster
¢ Cruise Control With Steering Wheel Mounted Conirols ® Rear Window Wiper with Washer
* Front & Rear Synchronized Climate Control System With Micron Air  ® Front Side Window Defoggers
Fillration » Tinted Upper Windshield
s Tinted Glass * Headrests (alf seafing positions}
¢ Trip Computer . ¢ Crash-Compatible Front Bumper
* Dudl Trip Mefers * Safety Glass
¢ Overhead Sunglass Storage * OmniDirectional Safety Structure
* Acura Music System With Cassette, CD Player & 7 Speakers With 10 ¢ Audio Anti-Theft Feature
inch Subwoofer * Child-Proof Rear Door Locks
» Steering Wheel Mounted Audio Controls * Fuel Capacity 19.2 gal.
o Tilt Steering Wheel .
* Auto-Off Headlights Worranties,
* Overhead Map Lights * Vehicle: 5 Yeor/50 000 mile iimlted
¢ Automatic Day/Night Rearview Mirror - warranty? ‘
o Theater Lighting « Ovter Body Rusﬂhrough 5 yecxr/bn ite
o Homelink™ Remote System mile fimited warranty**
* Digital Clock » Accessorles: 4year/50,000 mile fimited
o Center Console Armrest with Storage Compartment warranty ‘

* 10 Beverage Holders * 3.5 liter V8 Engine. Na schieduled hmeups
© Front and Rear Door Storage Compartments required for 100,000 miles®*t

ALL UNITS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE
Saturday Service & Parts Open 8AM-2PM « Appointment Preferred

“Our 40th Year of Savings ¢ Service * Sahsfachon”
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ACURA
2402 Leeman Ferry Road 837-2222

www.damson.com



X12964

3011 S. BROAD ST.  SCOTTSBORO, AL
(256) 259-1159 TOLL FREE 1-877-254-7503

Check the
competit?ocn close. Our NOC PAINT WORK JTUOST NEW
cars are NOT Company NO PRIOR YOTAS

cars. "%Eala%gats” or DAMAGE GREAT SAVINGS

2000 TOYOTA CAMRY LE 4dr, Sedan

with: Remote keyless entry, power drivers seat, dix cass./cd, w/6
speakers & morel

SALE PRICE I.EASE* I} down)

SO 11,390 239 .|
2001 TUYOTA GOROI.I.A CE 4dr

with: Automatic Transmission, Air Conditioning, dix, am/fm,
etr w/4 speakers & more!

,’”‘-‘"byfn;‘ome | : | | _, ' SALE PR'CE I-EASE*(“ down)

$1 2 770 O $1 95 o .48 m°sv Stk#iT029
2001 TOYOTA CAMRY LE 4dr.

with: remote keyless entry, power drivers seat, dix cas/CD w/6 speakers
& more.

WIVInntana | /] @ Y
524, Hj MSRP ‘ DA g 111 $990

22,254 Invoic : ‘ - | e down

1$19264 WAL

® Grand Prixs

G10781

Atter Rebate |

' Extended Cab |

$19.500 MSRP

SALE PRICE ~ LEASE* (# down)
$17,780 Invoice |

A4t n £ 0R $262 48mos
S1o70 4 p— 18,430
2001 TOYOTA TUNDRA Hegular Cah,—; -

y Bﬂ“ne\"“e R ) — > wnh Automatlc trans., air cond., tilt wheel, intermittent wipers,
SALE PRICE LEASE* (9 down) =i7 R

16,980 ™ $255% 4., @ ©
e 2000 TOYOTA SOLARA SE Coupe

with:Automatic trans, air cond., 8-way, power driver’s seat, up - grade pkg.
15” alloys, keyless entry, am/fm cass./cd, w/8 JBL Speakers & more.

N25.815 MSRP ‘
$23.909 Invoice

$21909

] After Rebate

T12654

nmonth Smart Buy with 3990 down plus tax & fees, 12k per year
romne $8227. ()Z Sunfire $7939 - jlnmy31247200 -Aztek $12,216
r turn vebicle in,

213611

Rc _ i , - SALE PRICE LEASE* (ﬂ down)
N » : . : g $ on
= l| | ] . L0 Il | ' Hl‘ I — w— M 17 990 $249 . 48 mos
A
/ D Drake Ave H i | | Discl aimers &::ga:?ﬁ?; 2!:1 {;ts)a;:‘s/;‘:::?m&sr.egfid sales tax, title, fees. Leases are 12,000 miles

| : ; \ j |

: i b | ‘ i s



3.9% x 60
0.9%x 48

2001 nodo or Trooper % 2000 Jeep Grand

Buy one Get one , Gherokee
FREE Gateway Computer | @ . 0 1st tax total

389X36 12k yr. wac
2000 Mercury

Villager Uan =
$3,000 Rebates

2000 Gougars
$2000 Rehates
Great 1st time buyer Car

20-2001 WRANGLERS
to choose from
FREE auto Trans.

‘99 Mercury Cougar ‘49 Towncars 10 to chose from ‘2000 Chrysler CIRRUS
413,488 siariing $21,588 $13,488 1ow payments

‘a9 Chevroiet Venture ‘2000 Ford Tautus 4 to chose from
$16,988 starting $16,988 Great Payment $7,988 low payments
‘99 Dodge Neon ‘2000 Dodge Intrepid 7 to chose trom [ERGMIIERIEL Gie IS ] RIS
$9,888 Low starting $14,988 trade auto $13,788
$20,988 must see $10,988 loaded one owner $17,988

‘99 Lincoln Towncar Cartier loaded 2000 Jeep Yellow Wrangler ‘1998 GMC Jimmy 4x4
local trade $27,988 auto $19,988 2265 miles one owner must go loaded $16,988

‘97 Lincoln Mark Vil

‘99 Ford Mustang Convertible ‘2000 Chevrolet G2500 Super Cab
local trade low miles $18,488

auto loaded _ $15.988 Silverado $22,988

www.cloverleatauto.com

LINCOLN - MERCURY - JEEP ° ISUZVU
2121 Highway 31 South * Decatur, AL ¢ 350-3071 * 1-800-FUN-JEEP

| ' i 1

LB @

CIVIC 4DR |

%A

ACCORD 4DR

PASSPORT

ALL UNITS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE
Saturday Service & Parts Open 8AM-2PM ¢ Appointment Preferred

HONDA

2200 Bob Wallace Ave. 53 3-4105

www.damson.com




to our customers ...

the future ...

‘Dan Wachtel

¥¥ CHRYSLER §7/Dadge

1110 Highway 31 S. * Athens, AL ¢« 232-8787

www.danwachtel.com

CI'ld
Do

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

The key word that describes
passenger cars from the Dodge
Division of DaimlerChrysler
for the 2001 model-year is
sporty, as in playful automo-
five action.

Lively performance and
crisp handling mark all Dodge
cars in a collection that intro-
duces a new mid-size Dodge
coupe and sedan with the
name of Stratus, then adds
special R/T treatment to the
Intrepid flagship sedan and
compact-class Neon, with all
Dodge cars now styled in the
image of exotic Viper, Dodge’s
two-seat sports car.

The reworked Stratus coupe
and sedan look sleek and carry
new structures and power-
train. Despite a shared name,
the sedan should not be con-
fused with the coupe, however,
as the two vehicles do not
share chassis, parts or styling
points.

Closest comparison to the
Dodge Stratus 1s the Chrysler
Sebring sedan, and a similar
link may be made between the
Stratus coupe and Chrysler’s
Sebring coupe.

STRATUS SEDAN: The
mid-size Dodge sedan has been
transformed with a stronger
structure, more interior room
for the five-place passenger
compartment and ‘new four-
cylinder and six-cylinder
engine choices plus new safety
features.

This new version represents
a stronger and larger vehicle
that’s enthused with more
ower. The base engine, a 2.4-
ter four-in-line, delivers 150

" through engines and

hp and fuel economy numbers
up to 29 mpg. -

The new 2.7-liter V6 -
optional on Stratus SE but
standard on the ES — romps at
200 hp. A new look incorpo-
rates smooth shapes with crisp
defined edgework spread over
a slinky shell. Inside, twin
front bucket seats stand in
front of a three-person bench
seat.

STRATUS COUPE: The
coupe variation of Stratus is a
new product geared toward
sporty performance and
skewed to wvarious flavors
equip-
ment. Engines define personal-
ities for Stratus.

The base four-cylinder plant
runs to 147 hp, while a new
3.0-liter V6 reaches 200 hp and
drops into the special Stratus
R/T edition with the AutoStick
as standard transaxle. Styling
incorporates trace elements of
Dodge’s Viper with an extend-
ed prow and distinctive cross-
hair grille.

VIPER: Dodge’s exotic
sports car comes off the race
track with successes like an
overall win at the 2000 24
Hours of Daytona.

To commemorate that win, a

new limited-edition Viper will
be added to the 2001 series.
New front and rear anti-lock
brakes go into all new Vipers
as standard safety equipment,
and two new exterior colors
mark 2001 models in shades of
Viper Race Yellow and
Bridgewater Blue. Massive
Viper muscle charges out of a
torque-laden 8.0-liter V10
engine that soars to 450 hp.

~ INTREPID: With the addi-

tion of a souped-up Intrepid

File Photo

STRATUS SEDAN: The mid-size Dodge sedan has been transformed
with a stronger structure.

!

)

HANUIMAY IATK
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R/T, Dodge’s largest sedan
hosts three high-tech power-
trains lus  responsive
mechanical hardware.

The base aluminum-block
dual-cam 2.7-liter V6 engine
produces 202 hp, while the
upgraded Intrepid ES employs
this engine with a dual-mode
AutoStick. Intrepid ES also
offers an optional plant with
the aluminum 3.2-liter V6
pum; ini 225 hp and the
AutoStick.

New Intrepid R/T increases
the power quotient by ack;;meﬁ
a single-cam 3.5-liter V6 rate
at 242 hp. Exterior styling

oints for the R/T edition range
om large wheels to foglamps
andN_]sif)eci R/T insignia.

ON: The Dodge compact
sedan looks like a miniature
version of Intrepid. Primary
editions draw from a single-
cam 2.0-liter in-line four-cylin-
der engine that nets 132 hp. -

Neons for 2001 arrive with
new packaged options, such ag
the Sport kit for Neon SE and
ES (with rear spoiler added,
plus 16-inch aluminum wheels
and a stiff performance sus-
pension) and the Sun & Fun

ackage (with a sunroof and
our-disc in-dash CD changer).

NEON R/T: A racy new spe-
cial issue of the Neon comes in
a sleek package with flush
front air dam, high-flying rear
spoiler and lacy large wheels
fitted with speed-rated perfor-
mance tires.

The Neon R/T uses Neon’s
2.0-liter four-cylinder engine
but with special tuning.to
goose output to 150 hp.

quick-to-shift manual
transaxle with five forward
gears mounts the stick on the
console between two firm front
bucket seats with sporty side
bolsters.

NEON ACR: The ACR com-
petition package returns to
Neon for 2001 with special
components like 15-inch alu-
minum wheels, dual exhaust
tips and four special colors,
such as Flame Red.

Inside, special cloth fabrics
cover low-back bucket seats,
with the shift knob wrapped in
leather.

v -
' \



2000 GMC
Sierra C15G(
17,995
‘97 Ranger
XCab 4WD
*11,995

2000 Focus LX
Auto. Air

2000 Grahd
Marquis
*17,995

‘97 Dodge
Stratus

1,995

‘95 Pontiac
Bonneville SE

AES

‘06 Olds
m,gency

8,995
‘95 Pontiac

Firebird
*8,995

‘99 Mercury
Cougar
15,995
‘96 Chev.
Blazer, AWD
9,995
‘99 GMC XCab
SLE 4x4
*24,995

‘96 Honda
Accord LX

2000 Ford
F150 4WD

*19,995
‘09 Chev.
Suburban
*23,9985
‘97 Volkswagen
Passat GLX
*12,995

‘97 Jeep
- Wrangler

13, 995
‘96 Escort LX

°6,995
‘91 Ford F150

Auto, Air
*4,995

Alr_S—p’(;rt Appearance Group.

‘94 Ford Bronco

R SR BB Ben B i RN ]
i, :.'

4WD

‘97 Dodge

Grand Caravan SE

12,995

WWW. wwdy@gi@@ﬁ@m@s‘&?@ ‘%"@@@z”;*’

‘98 azda
626
*9,999
‘98 Taurus

_SE

‘99 GMC
Yukon 4 Dr.

BOO0 Chey, §10 98 Jeep
,Grand,Cher okee

‘a9 Ford

!L“a-«am._m.}- ’IVV’%
=% PR -
vau‘vn.b mmhd

‘97 Mitsubishi J
Galant ES
59,995 i

09 Kigzda
Mz@m conv.

‘97 Crown -
Victoria LX
f 94 *13,995
‘99 Ford F150,
b (o= IR 4 WD, Eddie Bauer

28,995

) u%iie Pickup Dual Wheels l

11,995

‘99 Expedition I3

'94 Chev. €3500 [EE

S
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muscular Snoulders, BUICK S
full-size $amily sedan evokes a
classy image that obscures its
price-conscious role as a bar-
gain-priced big car.

The LeSabre series was
redesigned last year in a new
structure with more safety ele-
ments aboard, and for 2001
issues the sedan gains dual-
stage frontal air bags plus
availability of the

Stabilitrak stability control
system as part of a Driver
Confidence  Package on
LeSabre Limited that also
shows self-sealing tires and a
head-up driver information dis-
play projecting on the wind-
shield. Two trims extend with

urapnite lvVetailic. ‘the Kegal
Olympic Eqtion also carries a
power sunroof, the Gran
Touring suspension and an
eight-speaker Monscon audio
system.

The two Regal trims contin-
ue with base LS packing a 200
hp 3.8-liter V6 and sporty Regal
GS with a supercharger iickmg
the engine’s output to 240 hp.
Inside, Regal pitches twin bucﬁ-
ets up front, with space for up
to three on the back bench.
Both models provide a long list
of standard features, like air
conditioning, power windows
and door %ocﬁs, with plush
items like leather seats offered
for the Regal GS.

4 BY MW

” Awarde
“Service Master Plus”

* ’

BY ISUZU

VOLVO

—

Awarded
“Best in Class” Awarded
9 Years In A Row By Buick “Yolvo Dealer
of Excellence”

BY VOLVO

“When you buy a car from Century, it’s just the
beginning of the relationship.”

“Liet us show you just how different the car buying

experience can be... it’s simple, we just take care
of customers.”

Gints

Tracy Jones, President
George Jones, General Manager

Sales = Service « Body Shop « Parts
Used Car SuperCenter
3800 University Drive = 256-536-3800

www.centuryauto.com 190614

6210-C Madison Pike » Huntsville

837-0551

Government Employees Insurance Co. » GEICO Genenal Insurance Co. * GEICO Indemmity Co. « GEICO Casuahy Co.
Washingion, DC 20076

214440




0 Payments
0% Interest

“For One Full Year On Al
2000 & 2001 Oldsmobhiles

Alero

Intrigue

Smarl Buy —- plus tax, title & fees — 36 mo., 12k — final payment $8892.50 or turn car in.

ISIT DUR WEB SITE
A ENERSE  Bentley

LOOK FOR INTERNET SPECIALS ON PRE-OWNED CARS 08000 006660000

WWW.BENTLEVAUTO.COM . 282:2510 « 2118 Drake ve. sW

THE POWER OF &

213612

rivalry

2001
Grand $ OO
Cherokee per -
Laredo mont

power windows, powe‘r locks, tilt, cruise, AM/FM cassette w/CD & equalizer, aluminum wheels and more...
*39 month closed end lease. 12,000 miles a year. First month’s payment, tax and down payment ($1000) due at inception.

2001
Cherokee $ 1 9 OO
4 door Monthx
Sport

power windows, power locks, tilt, cruise, AM/FM cassette w/CD & equalizer, aluminum wheels and more...
*39 month closed end lease. 12,000 miles a year. First month’s payment, tax and down payment ($1000) due at inception.

MADISON
SQUARE
Chrysler~Jeep

830-6450 » 6533 University Drive ¢« Huntsville
www.withyoudowntheroad.com

196353

We’re With You Down The Road.



starming a1 $16,595*

2000 Miata
3 00/ FINANCING AVAILABE

O on 2000 MODEL*

REBATES llP 10 33000

L <= | [ ComE DRIVE THE 2001 TRIBUTE
INTEREST 15 tow ss Y 2 '
1,0“ 9on

NOW IN STOCK

The SUV Born from
a sports car!!

]EFF SIKES ,\

VISIT OUR WEB SITE APPLY FOR CREDIT
LOOK FOR INTERNET SPEGIALS ON PRE-OWNED CARS
WWW.BENTLEYMITSUBISHI.COM

Sz Bonthoy wrsuis

wake up and drive 864-0505 * 6561 Univensity Drive

WAC Based on Triple Diamond A Tier — other terms available.
See dealer for details. All vehicle plus tax, title & fees. Rebates applied.

)ﬂ( Lumm Ferry at Drake

R1-188] mazna

title. & doo. Get in. Be moved.



1984 0N the cnassls 0I tne
Corollg sedan. In 1991, a larger
and heavier design emerged
with many components bor-
rowed from the: Celica coupe
but the mid-ship engine place-
ment retained. That MR2
endured through the 1995
model until its retirement.

The new MR2 Spyder has
little in common with these
f)redecessors other than the
abel, point of origin and the
nnd—engme design.

Instead, it cuts to the quick
for active automotive perfor-
mance with a simple design
that uses a rigid platform
framed with a long wheelbase,
short body overhangs front and
rear, the engine set in front of
rear drive wheels, independent
suspension at all corners and
fast-acting rack and pinion
steering gear.

We spent a long day behind
the wheel in prototypes of the
MR2 Spyder to sample the
action on a diverse course that
took us from Phoenix in the flat
Sonoran Desert over freeways
and remote blacktop strips to
sandstone summits in the
mountains at Prescott.

The Spyder’s stability in-
motion at a high rate of speed
was verified on I-10 west of
Phoenix.

Precise action of suspension
elements was tested time and
again near Wickenburg on the
bee-line trace of Vulture Mine
Road. It dips through desert
drainage washouts in whoop-
de-do swoops, forcing springs

urers ang rigged witn aual
cams anda variable-valve tim-

ing system, racks up 138 hp
and torque to 125 1b- g

That’s enough spark to ﬁ;:ro—
pel the lightweight MR2 from
zero to 60 mph in less than
seven seconds.

The keep-it-simple design
carries over to equipment —
there’s only one version and it
contains all of the necessary
equipment, with one engine
and one transmission, power
steering and anti-lock brakes
and the choice of six exterior
colors matched to one of three
interior shades.

Exterior lines look sleek in a
long format with blunt prow
anf brief tail. In front the hood
follows the windshield’s steep
rake in a descent between
shoulders set with exaggerated
headlamps. Wavy sides rip le
from wheelwell flares an
functional side scoop that
repeats a design theme from
the original MR2,

Rear wheels pin immediate-
lﬁ forward of the back bumper,

ustrating the long wheelbase'

and leavmg scant overhang.

Steel body panels bolt to the
unit-body structure in a simpli-
fied process designed to make
body modifications easy for
customizers and keep a lid on
repair costs.

Layout of the cockpit is sim-
le, with bolstered bucket seats
anking a center console and

the stick shifter.

There’s a high content of

standard convenience gear

2001 TOYOTA MR2 SPYDER ROADSTER

Descnptlon., o M1d-engme 2-seat roadster
~ Model options......c...... MR2 Spyder '
- Wheelbase.........cc..... ._.96 5 inches
. Overall Iength ....... serr1.153.0 inches
KRS R DOHC 1.8-L I4

o bags ........ i

e Power thok and binior
..Power 4-dis¢/ABS
....2 (front)

EPA mileage est c1ty/hwy .25/30 mpg

- Base price (MSRP).d......

.$23,008

* AUTO » PWR. PKG. * AM/FM
» TILT  CRUISE « CD

*‘93 Grand Marquis loaded Ithr/alloys $4,950
‘96 Corsica 4dr, auto .. $5,750
* ‘95 Monte Carlo pwr win/lks cc

*‘96 Neon 4dr, auto
*‘95 Eclipse low miles

* 95 Ford Taurus pwr win/lks 38K miles

*‘97 Grand AM GT auto sunroof

* ‘96 Miata alloys Ithr cd

*‘96 Camry 4dr, LE spoiler

* ‘96 Integra sunroof alloys loaded

* 2000 Cavalier auto warranty

* ‘2000 Breeze pwr seat lks/wins warranty....$12,850

309 Beltline Place, Decatur

*All prices + tax, title & dealer fees. All rebates & incentives included. Tundra 48 mo lease $1,500 cash or trade with WAGgCorolla $500 down, 72 mo. 10.5 APR.

* SUNROOF

* WO0OD GRAIN DASH
* LEATHER * DUAL AIR
* CAPT. CHAIRS

» ALLOY WHEELS

SAFEST VAN IN USA

*16” Alloy Wheels

* Wood Grain Accent
¢ Dual Climate Control
* § Disc Changer

¢ Sunroof » Leather

2000 Avalon XLS

o Sunroof » Leather
¢ PWR Seats

* 6 Disk Changer

o 7 Pass Seats

¢ ABS Breaks
* Traction Control
* & More

* Gold PKG
* ToyoGuard
* & More

TRUCKS « VANS
* ‘96 Acura 3.5 RL loaded

* ‘97 Lincoln Towncar xclean 12,950
S * ‘86 Toyota 4x4 Auto excellent shape

+ ‘00 Civic 4dr LX loaded warranty $13,850

+99 Intrepid pwr win/lks $13,850 ° 99 Ranger XLT V6 alloy Ri

* ‘98 Ply Voyager 5dr.

* ‘97 Celica GT limited loaded warrant 14,350
y $ »‘97 Jeep Cherokee sport

*°99 Regal LS leather alloys ) A
+:99 Camaro auto T-Tops warranty * Kgg Tacoma Excab SR filt rsw
+‘98 Camry LE loaded warranty *'97 Jimmy 4dr SLE pwr win/lks
+2000 Grand AM SE pwr win/lks warranty...$14,950 * 96 Tacoma 4x4 tilt CD alloys
+2000 Alero pw win/lks cc warranty $15,350 *° 99 Pre Runner Ex. Cab Warranty
+*2000 Malibu LS loaded warranty $15,450 ° 98 Tacoma Excab SRS V6 4x4

* ‘2000 Taurus SE alloys warranty $15850 °

+‘99 Camry LE loaded warranty ...$15,950

SERRA @ TOYOTA or DECATUR

www.toyotaofdecatur.com Sales hours: Mon-Sat 8:30-8PM ¢ Sun 12-5

Please See Dealer For Complete Details.*

~ _ ___ e _ ___ , ° 2 o
Something on your mind?
A0S Doesn t matter whether it's day or night. Talk to the Times.

/
‘ 4

Good or bad, happy or sad. Talk to the Times.

(/
%

Z All you have to dois call 536-TALK. Give us your best shot in 30 seconds or
4 less and you may see your comments in our daily feature ~Talk to the Times.

£ You can praise o criticize. Pick ‘most any subject from potholes fo politics,
es™ someone stopping to repair your tire in fraffic to the cost of fixing up a
neighborhood park, social issues or the environment.

Whenever you feel the urge to talk, call 536 -TALK (8255).
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340-0330 » 1-800-277-7781
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it's

s 7™ Anniversary CELEBRATION!

Auto Plaza's

s
fae

STARMAREK

PRE-OWNED MERCEDES BENZ

* All prices plus tax, title &
doc. Sale ends 10/31/00

www.regalautoplaza.com
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In proile, the Sport lrac
looks @ksentially like the
Exglorer from the front bumper
and back to the C-pillar behind
the second side door. Beyond
the C-pillar, the wagon’s
enclosed cargo compartment
has been replaced with the
sawed-off bed of a pickup.
beget that’s no ordinary truck

Crafted from sheet-molded
composite plastic that won’t
dent or scratch or rust, the box
extends for 50 inches and
stretches 41.2 inches between
‘the wheelwells, with sides ris-
mdg for 19.7 inches. The space
adds up to about 30 cubic feet in
volume, with a pickup gate in
back and optional tonneau
cover as a lid that locks and alSo
folds in half. . o

Obviously, the box does not | Hurry! 0.0% offer ends October 31.

—enury
' =2 o oto ¢
Special Edition

0.0%

APR GMAC Financing

for 6 D months

Average finance savings

54,388

approximate the bed of a con-
ventional pickup and it won't
accommodate truck load stan-
dards like 4x8 sheets of ply-
wood. It will, however, provide
enough room for a pile of sports
gear, even a dirt bike or two or
snowboards and backpacks.

Also, the bed contains a U-
shaped tubular stainless steel
brace that swings outfor 22.6
inches to form a bed-extending
rail with the tailgate folded flat
for a floor. This makes a six-foot
1en§1:ll1 for the bed. '

other extension trick
comes from the back window of
the Sport Trac, which drops via
a power control button located -
on the dashboard. With the
windolw glass lowtgred, _ oul can
carry long cargo items like lum-
ber, fly rods or skis, with front
tips extending through the win-
dow and into the cabin but the
tails resting in the back of the
truck bed.

The Sport Trac_ passenger
compartment goes beyond the
confines of a truck to provide
the space and seats of a wagon.
It contains four full-size doors
to make entry easy from any
seat and a seat system with two
buckets in front of a back bench
for three that splits and folds
flat to form a sheltered interior
cargo bay. '

Twin storage bins concealed
behind the rear seats stow valu-
able equipment out of sight of

P BAngﬂ%%‘; surfaces are covered Savings compare 0.0% APR to a bankrate.com national average bank loan rate. Financing example: 60 months at $16.67/month per $1,000 financed. 24.4% down payment. GMAC must approve. You must take

by a thick rubber mat whichnot  retail delivery from participating dealer stock by 10/31/00. Dealer financial participation may affect consumer cost. Not available with customer cash offers. Bankrate Monitor and National Index are marks owned
only insulates the cabin from by Bankrate.com® a division of ILIFcom, Inc., N. Palm Beach, FL 33408. **You must take retail delivery from participating dealer stock by 1/2/01. Not available with special GMAC finance or lease offers. tProof of

nIOi:I?: of teggﬂroadt}}mt ]?tltslo age and AARP membership required. Must take new retail delivery from participating dealer stock by 1/2/01. Limit one AARP offer per eligible delivery. See the November/December issue of Modern Maturity magazine
cleans u y with a little : '
soap and water after a muddy for complete details.

®
fOI'ay. @ ©2000 GM Corp. All rights reserved. Buick, Century, Regal, LeSabre and Park Avenue are registered trademarks of GM Corp. Buckle up, America! For more information, visit www.buick.com or call 1-800-4A-BUICK.
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. 2000 FORD RANGE

3.0 V6, AM/FM CD, Alloy wheels, Flarside Box,
Rear sliding window tilt, cruise control, A/C,
leather wrap steering wheel.

SR §12,503% or $249%

PRICED
)0 FORD F-150 7

4.2 V6, 40/60 split bench AIC sliding
rear wmdow polished alum wheels

CLEARANCE PRICED

514,896 $2941%"

STK #T0D8

2.0 spc engine, AK,
5 speed, 35mpg.

“CLEARANCE PRICED $1 2 69709*or $21 00 )
0 ECONO LI NEW‘

Hightop Conversion PKG includes: Hightop, running
boards, TV, VCR, HighbackCapt. chairs, rear recliners into
beds, sterec sys. wicd.

CLEARANCE PRICED

$26,816" o $490%."

STK# CD212

STK #T0356

Conversmn PKG includes: running boards, custom
stripes, directional alloys, chrome bedralls

$24 633" $485%."

3.0v6, PW, PL, A/C Power drlvers seat, adjust-
able pedals, 6 pass. seating

CLEARANCE PRICED

$16,499 . $31

3.8V6, A/C, AmFm CD, power windows/locks/seat, cruise Vs
control, rear defroster, keyless remote, rear Spoiler e | [ gt

CLEARANCE PRICED

$15,475% o $269%."

* Dealer retains all rebates & incentives, ADD tac, titles and fees. STK#Co117
** Al payments plus $1000 cash or trade, tax tile and fees. Mustang 7.9 Apr 60 mos/ Taurus 6.9 Apr 60 mos/Focus 3. 9Apr 60 mos/F150 6.9 Apr 60 mos/Ranger 6.9 Apr 60 mos. All paymenits with approved credit.

. Dan WaChtel 1104 Highway 72 East

UNCOLN Athens ¢ 256) 232-4242 »
FORD - LINCOLN - MERCURY  www.danwachtel.com

CLEARANCE
PRICED

STK#T0277__

s

00 **
mo

Vb powertrain aboard.

arketin® prognosticators
at Ford predict that most of the
Escapes for America will be
powered by the larger of the
two engines.

It’s a hearty 3.0-liter V6 out-
fitted with dual overhead cams
and connected to an electroni-
cally-controlled  four-speed
automatic transaxle.

This plant, Ford’s Duratec
V6 that also propels the Taurus
sedan, generates 200 hp at

6000 rpm and a torque rating of

styling marks ot a I&ugged sport-
utility wagon.

The package, with wheels
pushed to corners of the rectan-
gular plan and curt space left
or front and rear overhangs,
looks aggressive with a strong
chin and rippled sides that flare
over wheelwells.

Base of the body becomes a
thick and dark element consist-
ing of front and back bumpers,
side cladding and the wheel
moldings. Prow and windshield
rake rearward in a flush aero-

1ul D, ywiaucoiavou aucuus PONILIVRY by
ments, a tilting stegying col-
umn, remote keyless entry and
stereo audio with in-dash CD
player. The Escape XLT adds
anti-lock brakes and aluminum
wheels, foglamps, a perimeter
alarm, height adjustment for
front seats and a split to the
rear seatback, plus options for
leather and power seats,

Escape also pulls down an
attractive pricing system that
begins around $18,000 but caps
below $26,000.

Closeout Discounts
‘96 Chryster Concorde

White, Leather, L0ade G eerreers

196 Ford Taurus GL

Green, Pwr VWL, AOK (S e

5-spd., NC, ShQIP.eve

White, Low Mies, Exira Clean....

Bronze, Leather, All Pow

o

Every Pre-Owned Vehicle In
our Inventory Has Been
Marked Down With Huge Final

ot S15 995 | Dodge

*Plus tax, title and license. All rebates retained by dealer,

6519 Universjty Drive
Huntsville, Alabama

2000 \nﬁl\ “"
130

39 mo. lease, $1000 ¢aP

399 1st mo.‘ paymem plus\
15 cent

g7 Witsublshi Eclipse ¥ &0 995

Al Power,
e L eather, Loaded

/mo.plus,tax

cap reducton, $400 1€ dfundable securty depost,

1itle and license. 12km||esperyear
over. Subjectto credt approva

INFINITI

Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 8pm Saturday 9am - 6pm

(256) 721-9560 §

[os—



‘96 CHEVY BLAZER 0 or off road fun. 2000 CAMRY LE
$4988 Wont last long at 4DR, aulo, air, full power

'97 CHRYSLER LHS4DR, leather, moonroof and much | ore ‘95 GMC SONOMA 2000 TOYOTA COROLLA
Hurry, wont last! 11,488 Ready for work or play, ice cold air Only $6,995 408 auto, air full power
‘90 LINCOLN TOWN CAR 0ty 87k actual miles, fully logded &  *95 HONDA ODYSSEY Great family hauler L 2000 CHEVY SILVERADO
priced for quick sale 5,488 with all the bells & whistles just $8,995 cant teli from new except for the price! .. ... ... ... $18,989
‘95 CADILLAC DEVILLE champagne w/tan leather, 99 — 94 TOYOTA 4-RUNNERS20/D, some 4WD, all excellent ‘97 HONDA ACCORD
all power, only 55k actual miles 14, condition. Limited selection, HURRY! . . starting at $ 11,988 4DR. auto, air, full power $i11,488
‘94 CHEVY SILVERADO ‘97 MAZDA MIATA ‘96 T-BIRD
Auto, V8, air, full power & more End of season clearance! Reduced to $9988! 20R excellent condition. Luxuty for less! ... ... .. ... $7,988
’88 JEEP COMANCHE 4x45 speed, air, chrome wheels, pnly 108k +97 JEEP WRANGLER 2000 MERCURY COUGAR
miles. Ready for hunting season! f 4,988 1.y for nunting season W/AWD & all the toys! . .| $12,988 Every available options, super sporty
199 DODGE DAKOTA ClubCab 97 CAMRY xtENbAul‘O air ‘98 LINCOLN TOWN CAR Sig Series, touring pkg,

Auto, air, alloys & much more spoiler, sunroof, all equipment moonroof, chrome wheels, 29 actual miles

‘96 CORVETTE ‘98 DODGE RAM SLE Laramie 99 MERCEDES ML430Dk biue w/gray leather,

Black w/grey leather, auto, CD changer, low miles. Only $ 19,988 4yp, 1 power, low miles moonroof, CD changer. The king of Sport Utes! . Only $23, 988
2000 TOYOTA SIENNA LE white witan leather, too many options  *97 CHEVY TAHOE ‘98 MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE GS

to list! 16k miles. Save thousands off new at $25,988 1D, ready & ready for off road run AUTO, LEATHER, MOONROOF. LIKE NEW

YOU DON'T HAVE TO HEAD TO THE HIGH COUNTRY FOR DEALS LIKE THESE!

_*ALL SALES PLUS TAX, TAG AND TITLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT. ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES TO DEALER 48 MONTH LEASES FIRGT TITLE TAVY AND DAY FEE Baic Ar o EnooN With:
APPROVED CREDIT. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT. ART WORK FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. DEALER NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.

4808 UNIVERSITY DRIVE HUNTSVILLE

7 SALES HOURS: SERVICE HOURS:
(256) 837-111 MON-SAT  MON-FRI 7AM-6PM
Email us at: sales@billpenneytoyota. com  8:30AM-7PM  SAT 8AM-4PM

i J i ; i % |




uses a rigia platiorm tramed
b ;Q long wheelbaseggwith
sgo body overhangs, the
engine set in front of rear
drive wheels, independent
suspension at all corners and
fast-acting rack and pinion
steering on-board.

That keep-it-simple design
carries over to equipment --
there’s only one version and it
contains all of the necessary
equipment, with one engine
and one transmission, power
steering and  anti-lock
brakes, and the choice of six
exterior colors matched to
one of three interior shades.

Toyota’s hybrid concept —

Prius - shapes up as a four-

sedan, Corolla, tor 20U1 mod-
els receives a ffice-lift with
new styling features outside
as well as within, plus a new
sporty trim designation.

A new Gallery LE edition
goes to the popular Camry
sedan, with the expansion
version, Avalon, continuin%
with  dramatic  spatia
improvements effected last
year. Coupe and new convert-
ible variations of Camry bear
the name of Solara and share
Camry’s four-cylinder and V6
engines.

Toyota also ships ashore
the sporty Celica compact
coupe, revamped last year for
a futuristic format.

Mercury lineup features
revamped forms in 2001

Revamped forms with
diverse styling characterize
2001 models in the Mercury
line from Ford Motor
Company. The collection
includes passen§er cars rang-
ing in size from large to sm
with the full:size Grand
Marquis sedan, mid-size
Sable sedan and wagon, and
sporty Cougar compact
coupe.

In addition, Mercury's

badge decorates the four-door
Villa%?[r minivan and four-
door Mountaineer sport-utili-
ty wagon. The Mountaineer,
set to arrive later in the year,
features a new look with
fresh generational designs
that expand the passenger
cabin and add a third row of
seats. .

COUGAtllli: dMore ower
comes to the daring Cougar
242 hatchback coupe, thanks
to a new performance edition
called Cougar S, packing 200
hpinan o%tional new engine.

GRAN
Mercury divides the full-
size Grand Marquis sedan
into the two trim levels of GS
and LS, both equi%ped with
safety features such as dual
frontal air bags and an
optional anti-lock brake sys-
tem or traction control.

'MOUNTAINEER: The
lush sport-utility wagon
om Mercury rolls out at the

MARQUIS: .

end of calendar year 2000 in a
new package styled with
sharp contem{)orary lines fea-
turing taut planes and keen
edgework for a high-tech
appearance.

ABLE: The mid-size
Mercury flagship sedan and
station wagon debuted in
new sheetmetal shapes last
year  through generational
changes that produced a
more spacious interior com-
partment and more on-board
safety equipment. These ver-
sions extend to the new year
with mid-size dimensions and
the interiors rigged with
seats for five or six, depend-
ing on configuration.

VILLAGER: The four-door
Mercury minivan improved
cargo capacity and interior
trimmings with revisions two
years ago, and these designs
extend to the 2001 lineup.
Villager draws from a 170 hp
V6 engine and offers three
designations with seats as
many as seven passengers. A
lavish Estate edition has a
package of gold trimmings
with accents on wheels and
side body moldings, plus tour-
ing suspension and captain's
chairs in the second row of
seats. Villager Sport, using
the same premium equip-
ment as Estate, applies
unique exterior graphics on
two-tone paint.

uviITllL cuiucu uy bUlllulllS 111
what ma‘have been the first
car crash.™

Soon it became apparent
that the challenge for automo-
tive designers would not only
be to I[:ropel these vehicles
under their own power, but also
make them safe to operate.

Car bumpers were one of the
first innovations developed for
safer motoring, but few other
safety measures followed until
the proliferation of safety belts
in the 1960s.

In the ’70s, several cars
introduced stronger structures
with integrated crush zones to
absorb the impact of a collision,
and in the 1980s the first air
bags became standard issue for
a few select vehicles. By the
'90s with cars increasingly
using computer processors,
anti-lock brakes and traction
control systems arrived.

Now, the Class of 2001 for
the first year of a new millenni-
um appears entirely high-tech
in the use of sophisticated

Page uL Lilg wueels ailu Keep ue
chassis pointpd in the intended
safe path.

Computers are increasingly
used to control various safety
aspects of a vehicle. Such a sys-
tem employs microprocessors
that connect with many on-
board sensors to measure the
vehicle’s forward and lateral
movement, tire rotation, pas-
senger load, even conditions of
a roadbed and the traffic on it.
These miniature computers
can filter all of the data, then
automatically set into play var-
ious equipment based on need

- or demand.

As an example, an adaptive
restraint system in several new
Mercedes models includes sen-

.sors that can determine who

sits where, then switch off air
bags and seatbelt pretensioners
for any unoccupied seats.
Monitors in rear seatbelts
know when riders are buckled
aboard and automatically raise
the rear headrests for them.

Bucket seats in some new -

severe crasn.

Even headrest become
active: Ifthe vehicle is hit from
the rear, a situation which
often produces neck whiplash
for riders, front seat headrests
quickly move forward and
upward slightly to meet the
neck and head moving back-
ward. This movement is
designed to cradle the head
promptly and prevent the
painful whiplash effect.

Most new cars now meet fed-
eral safety standards mandat-
ed for the year 2002 by
installing special anchors in

‘back seats to secure child safe-

ty seats, and there are now
emergency latch levers in place
inside trunks to prevent
entrapment.

Yet a few devices belong in
the realm of science fiction.

Luxury sedans by Lexus now
carry a smart cruise - control
system that draws on the
Doppler effect in radar to mea-
sure the distance to a car ahead
in the coupe’s path, then

warn apout objects In the rear-
ward path. ]

Sensors in the rear bumper
will detect solid objects in the
reverse path for up to six feet
behind the car. When
approaching such an impedi-
ment — another vehicle, per-
haps, or a tricycle in the drive-
way — a cabin audio speaker
transmits a series of high deci-
bel beeps to alert the driver. As
the car near the object, the
beeps increase in frequency
until the back bumper closes to
within ten inches, when the
signal becomes a constant
tone.

A dash-mounted navigation
system in a number of new
vehicles this year integrates
the idance system with
Global Positioning Satellite
reckoning, a hands-free tele-
ghone and audio controls. The

river can converse verbally
with the intelli%ent system and
use it to control the audio, dial
phone numbers or figure out
where to go.

File Photo

Dazzling electronic tools also go into DeVille, like a thermal-imaging device, Night Vision, that can detect heat energy emitted by objects in the
path of the car, then project a virtual image of the scene through the windshield so a driver may observe the picture. As Night Vision enables
a DeVille driver to see ahead in the dark, another safety tool — Ultrasonic Rear Parking Assist - checks behind by using audio as well as visu-

al signals as a parking aid.



New cars for the

High-tech and high style

By Bob Plunkett
Special to The Times

In the automotive world, a transi-
tion from one annual designation to
the next brings change in the form of
shiny new sheetmetal shapes defining
a new class of vehicles primed for per-
formance and stocked with the latest
concepts in comfort, style and safety.

For this particular transition from

the 2000 model year to 2001, we make
a momentous step from one millenni-
um period to another, and so enter a
new era bright with promise. With
that quick turn to the year 2001, sud-
denly the “Automobile of the Future”
becomes the reality of the present.
- To describe the Car Class of 2001 as
futuristic might be an understate-
ment, however, because the typical
new vehicle in this class is a comput-
erized mechanical marvel that’s
smart, savvy and also quite stylish.

In many instances, the new cars of
2001 can perform multiple functions
and transform into different types of
vehicles for different audiences.

Examples such as the Ford Sport
Trac represent the latest concept in
hybrid design, whereby traits of a
sport-utility wagon, pickup truck and
family sedan merge into a single four-
door package of practical transporta-
tion ngged with seats for five people in

. a sedan-like cabin but also with an
abbreviated truck box trailing in the
rear to provide multiple applications

for ca.tg?. .

Or the latest in stylish automotive
design actually evokes images from
some distant concept from an earlier
era yet functions like a contemporary
sedan or carpooling wagon and can
tote the cargo load of a bona fide utili-
ty van. That’s the case for the mar-
velous new PT Cruiser by Chrysler,
which looks something like a woody
wagon lifted from ‘60s beach-blanket
movies, a 1937 panel van fitted with
side windows and modern bumpers, or
a souped-up Fifties street ‘rod with
four doors and a liftgate to work in dis-
guise as a Nineties minivan.

For high-tech wizardry, no previous
vehicles match the level of sophisticat-
ed automotive engineering attained by

the Class of 2001. ,

Fite Photo

Honda’s Insight is the first car to bust the fuel-economy ceiling of 70 miles per gal-

lon for highway driving.

In increasing numbers this year,
intelligent vehicles link to computers
that enable them to think for them-
selves and make decisions regarding
performance, safety and comfort with-
out direct response from a driver.

And the quality of passenger safety
moves to a new hi iber with an
expansion of active and passive safety
features. Strong structures encase the

passenger compartment as elaborate -

mechanical controls keep the vehicle

inted in the proper direction while on-
ggard electronic tools amplify a driver’s
vision in darkness or signal when objects
stand in the car’s path, new latch mech-
anisms inside sedan trunks prevent

entrapment, and passive shields like

tubular air bags mounted above side
windows protect fragile bodies.

Environmentally clean and tuelish-
ly frugal cars also arrive with the
glass of 2001, and several bear not
only a thrifty gasoline-powered engine
but also an electric motor to boost fuel
efficiency.

As an example, Honda’s Insight —

the first gasoline-electric hybrid vehi-
cle available in America — is the first
car to bust the fuel-economy cei]jnglgf
70 miles per gallon for highway dri-
ving. Also, it produces fewer green-
house gases and qualifies as an ultra

low emission vehicle (ULEV), emitting "8

emissions with 84 percent less hydro-
carbons and hal? the number of
nitrous-oxide  molecules as does the
engine of a conventional car.

As a group, the automotive Class of
2001 moves another step further
toward an international blur regard-
ing origins as nationalistic boundaries
and terms like “domestic” and “for-
eign” seem increasingly difficult to
pinpoint as manufacturers join in
international mergers and utilize
multi-national components to con-
struct vehicles in globe-wrapped pro-
duction facilities.

With these forces of change in focus,
we look for new trends within the first
car class of a new millennium.

Among our ﬁndin%s, some familiar
model names return but with entirely

new milienniune:

new designs in a new generation of
formats. :
Example: Acura 3.2 CL coupe;
BMW 325Ci and 330Ci convertibles;
Chevrolet Silverado Heavy Dut;
truck; Chrysler Voyzger and Town
Country minivans; Chrysler Sebring
coupe, sedan and convertible; Dodge
Caravan minivan; Dodge Stratus

~ coupe and sédan; Ford Ranger truck;

GMC Sierra Heavy Duty truck; GMC
Yukon Denali wagon; Honda Civic
coupe and sedan; Lexus LS 430 sedan;
Mazda B4000 truck; Mercedes-Benz
C320 sedan; Mitsubishi Montero
wagon; Nissan Pathfinder wagon;

Buick Rendezvous wagon; Chrysler
PT Cruiser wagon; Ford Escape
wagon; Ford Sport Trac truck/wagon;
Ford F-150 SuperCrew truck; Hyunda
Santa Fe wagon; Mazda Tribute
wagon; Pontiac Aztek wagon; Toyota
Highlander wagon.

New products emerge, including
sporty designs and thrifty new values.

Example: BMW 325i station wagon;
Honda Insight gas/electric coupe; Kia
Rio sedan; Lexus IS 300 sports sedan;
Mitsubishi Eclipse Spyder convertible;
Toyota Prius gas/electric sedan; Toyota
2 Spgder roadster; Toyota Sequoia
wagon; Volvo S60 sedan.

File Photo

Mazda’s Tribute is constructed atop the chassis of a front-wheel drive car rather
than the conventional wagon’s real-wheel dﬁve truck platform.

Oldsmobile Aurora sedan; Subaru
Forester wagon; Toyota RAV-4 wagon;
Volvo Cross Country and V70 wagons.

Clever new concepts appear in new
hybrid sport-utility wagons built on a
car’s chassis and packing easy-to-drive
mechanical components.

Example: cura MDX wagon;

Audi’s TT roadster convertible and sports coupe.

AP -

File Photo

_ Sophisticated mechanical controls
for vehicle stability and safety rank
among standard or optional equip-
ment on many cars this year.

Example: Acura RL; Audi AS;
BMWss line; Buick Park Avenue Ulira
sedan; Cadillac Deville DTS and
Seville STS sedans; Jaguar S-
sedan; Lexus LS 430 sedan; Linco.
LS sedan; the Mercedes-Benz line;
Pontiac Bonneville sedan; Saab’s line;
Volvo’s line.

Powerhouses continue, along with
daring new designs.

Example: Chevrolet Corvette Z06,
Dodge Viper, Mercedes-Benz AMG series
including the S55 AMG sedan, CL55
AMG coupe, CLK55 AMG compact
coupe and ML55 AMG sport-utility
wagon; Plymouth Prowler; Saab Viggen.



Red ribbons send message:
*Get real...real drug free

Anti-drug campaign
slated Oct. 23-25

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer

If you've been around the Arsenal this
week, you’re probably seeing red.

It’s all a part of the Department of the
Army’s anti-drug campaign called Red
Ribbon Week, held every year in October.
This year the campaign was whittled

®down to three days, Oct. 23-25, but the
message is just as strong.

“People at the Arsenal really get excit-

- ed about Red Ribbon Week,” Ruby Turn-
er, Redstone’s alcohol and drug control

students gather at the Madison County
Courthouse for a program promoting the
drug-free message.

Monday was also red ribbon day at the
Arsenal. The drug and alcohol prevention
office purchased more than 3,000 ribbons
to hand out around the command. The
office also purchased bookmarks, pencils,
pens, reflective zipper pulls and bracelets,
candy, stickers and thousands of Hal-
loween treat bags,-all with the drug-free
message.

“We’ve spent thousands of dollars for
items in this year’s campaign,” Evelyn
Phayris, prevention and education coordi-
nator for the alcohol and drug program,
said. “Our theme is leading by example.

NEED MORE
- FIREPOWER?

LET GEIGO BE:

12y20Y 2uoyspay MY [ 280g

0002 ‘ST 43290120

officer, said. “The campaign is about Parents wearing ribbons and giving their
making our community drug-free. We kids these items helps to reinforce the
hand out red ribbons with anti-drug mes- message. We encourage everyone to be a
sages, ask people to drive with their lights  part of it”

on one day and then on Wednesday, peo- People interested in ribbons or treat
ple wear red to support the message.” bags can visit the Alcohol and Drug Pre-

YOUR FORGE MULTIPLIER.

The week was scheduled to start witha  vention Office at building 3204 on Little
drug awareness rally Monday, in which John Road.

« You may save up to 15% on car insurance
« Immediate coverage over the phone
+ Military discount

+ Low down-payment & monthly payment plan

« Overseas insurance

Photo by Sady Riebeling ~ R .
SEEING RED— In honor of red ribbon week, celebrated by the Department of the ' « Local insurance professionals
Army Oct. 23-25, youngsters at the Youth Center decorate trees with ribbons car- i . ‘ :
rying the anti-drug message. From left are Victoria Tabb, Tamara Hall, Brent - .

Gilliam, Anthony Carswell, and his sister, Miranda Carswell. 4 . Over 60 years of servj:ng the mi]_'i.tary
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GREDIT REPORTS REPAIRED LEGALLY ASK ABOUT OUR 110% GUARANTEE - ig
Do you have inaccurate, erroneous or obsolete . .. = OFFICE: (256) 851-9693 i
Bankruptcy » Judgements « Repos  Tax Liens DIG/VOICE PAGER: (256) 720-5714 M

We're the
special operations
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Ex-engineer achieves
career confirmation

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor

Mike Hartwell had waited a decade for
this day.

This was the confirmation he wanted
ever since his career change in 1991.
Finally, Hartwell was recognized as a true
logistician. And what a confirmation it
was. ]

Hartwell, a former engineer, is this

year’s winner of the prestigious Ernest A.

- Young Logistics Achievement Award.

Hartwell the logistician has officially
arrived. :

“I'm overwhelmed and surprised,” he
said after the Oct. 18 luncheon ceremony.
“I felt there were a lot of outstanding con-
tributions made by a lot of outstanding
people. So it’s very rewarding to have
been chosen.”

He was selected from among 13 nomi-
nees. All were cited for their contributions
to the Integrated Materiel Management
Center and the Army’s logistics system.
The award is named after Ernie Young, a
career logistician who was the first recipi-

entin 1991 and retired as the deputy to the .

commanding general.
“Over the years, today is the 10th
anniversary of the award and I certainly

Photo by Skip Vaughn
COMGRATULATIONS— Mike Hartwell,
left, is congratulated by Ernie Young
after receiving the Ernest A. Young
Logistics Achievement Award.

do appreciate it,” Young said, adding that
all 13 nominees are winners.

But there’s only one recipient each
year and the 2000 distinction goes to
Hartwell, director of Air Defense Missile
Directorate and acting deputy director of
the Integrated Materiel Management Cen-
ter. He was recognized for his leadership
in establishing and expanding the Army
Materiel Command’s Field Support Cen-
ters (AFSCs). By placing some supply
and maintenance capability near deployed
warfighters, logisticians can be more

responsive to the soldiers’ requirements
and save the Army money.

“Obviously the things we’ve achieved
in AFSC could not have been achieved
without the work of a lot of people,”
Hartwell told the 145 attendees at the
luncheon in the Officers and Civilians
Club. :

A native of Opp, Hartwell received a
bachelor’s degree in physics from Alaba-
ma A&M University in 1970. He received
a master’s in physics from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1975.

His government career began as a
physical science aide in 1968-69 while a
student at A&M. He returned as a full-
time employee in January 1981 as an elec-
tronics engineer in the Rattler Project
Office, now called Javelin Project Office.

He went to the Integrated Materiel Man- -

agement Center in March 1991 as director
of the Program Support Directorate. At
that time he switched from general engi-
neer to logistics management specialist.

“This award confirms not only to me
personally, but also to my peers, that I am
recognized as a logistician. So that was
particularly rewarding,” Hartwell, 51,
said.

He has served as director of Air
Defense Missile Directorate since January
1999; and this month he became acting
deputy director of Integrated Materiel
Management Center.

Tenth annual award goes to 10-year logistician.

Hartwell and his wife, Darala, a math
teacher at Davis Hills Middle School,
have three children. Their daughter
Michael, 28, is a logistics management
specialist at Logistics Support Activity.
Their other daughter, Frances, 20, is a sen-
ior at the University of Alabama. And
their son, Jonathan, 14, is a ninth-grader
in the international magnet program at
Johnson High.

The other nominees for this year’s
award included Lisha Adams, logistics
management specialist in Land Combag.
Directorate, IMMC, supporting PEO Tac-
tical Missiles; Amy Barnett, chief of
logistics management division at
CCAWS Project Office; George Collier,
chief of logistics management division
for Javelin Project Office; Wilfred Eber-
hart, Aviation Systems Directorate,
IMMC; Eugenia Gaught, logistics man-
agement specialist at Army TACMS/Bat
Project Office; Tom Geoffroy, Readiness
Directorate, IMMC, supporting PEO Avi-
ation; Carlos Kingston, chief of logistics
management division at MLRS Project
Office; John Kleyer, maintenance man-
agemernt specialist in Business Managg‘—
ment Directorate; Alan McCandless, Avi-
ation Systems Directorate, IMMC; Low-
ell Morgan, Readiness Directorate; Car-
los Rivera, Readiness Directorate; and
Joyce Scharf, Logistics Support Direc-
torate.
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Birmingham City Schools

Technology Positions Available:
Technology Technicians
Computer Programmer II
Executive Director of Technology

For additional information,
please refer to our website:

www.bham.k12.al.us
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Dr. Tara L.E. Blasingame, DPM
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NEVER CLIMB . Kim Martin
i “ appm‘?vsiﬁ is our gew Life Homes ranch copdo and knowing
STAIRS at we never have to mow grass again!
Jessie arles
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for Us. %}% ave beau ounds, Spacious roQms, d peace:
MAINTENANCE atmosphere plus rice people as our neighbors.
Ann & Vernon
Hopkins
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B Chad Young
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*Thick Fungus Nails ¢ Infections * Sprains ¢ Arthritis

Computerized Gait Analysis & Custom Orthotics
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I XXX/

102 Sanders Street

Athens, AL 35611 « (256) 232-2009

| No representation is made about the quality of the podiatric services to be performed or the
xpertise of the podiatrist performing such services.
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Trick-or-treating
slated 6 to 8 p.m.

By MARGARET BANISH-DONALDSON
For the Rocket

Halloween is only a few days away,
and everyone knows it is one of the most
important days of the year for children.
Despite the ghouls and goblins prowling
the streets, the biggest threat to kids’ Hal-
loween safety isn’t rabid werewolves or
bloodthirsty vampires. Perhaps the great-
est threat on Halloween is on the roads. So
be prepared.

Photo by Margaret Banish-Donaldson
CHECK LIST— Marie Adams, left, sec-
retary, and Sgt. Melynda Dugdale from
the Provost Marshal Office go over the
Halloween safety tips list that Dugdale
will present to the children at the child
development center.

1 & 2 Bedroom Homes
Woodburning Fireplaces
Ceiling Fans
Outside Storage
Mountain Views
Patios & Balconies
Lighted Tennis Courts
Raquetball Courts
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Halloween just around the corner, so stay safe -

Oct 31 trick-or-treat hours at Redstone
Arsenzl are set from 6 to 8§ p.m., accord-
ing to Sgt. Melynda Dugdale of the

just trick-or-treaters — should keep safety
in mind.

The Provost Marshal Office is working
with tae Child Development Center to
ensure children are aware of Halloween
safety through a class given to all children
enrolled at the CDC.

Duiing the class, Dugdale gives the
children important safety tips to help
make the evening a pleasant one.

But fcr Dugdale and her fellow police
officers, Halloween safety does not end
with the classes.

“It is my plan to go into the housing
area about 4 p.m. on Halloween and park
a vehicle and stay outside the entire time,”
Dugdale said. “Other officers will accom-
pany rae at that time. In years past, this
was a real big success.”

Meanwhile, Gate 8 will also have a
guard “osted from 6-8 p.m. to check iden-
tification badges.

Duydale encourages parents to go with
their children as they trick-or-treat. It can
also ctt down on any mischief the children
may try to get into that evening. If children
go alcne, parents are advised to know
exactly what route they are going to take.

“W: take Halloween seriously.” Dug-
dale said. “We have such a small popula-

Three Minutes from the Tennessee River

Convenient to Redstone Arsenal

High Speed Internet Access

Coming Soon!!!

Earn $1,000 towards a down payment

on your future home purchase

at Soutﬁ Pmnte

An Apartment Community

256 885-9745
2850 Wynterhall Rd Hutlle, AL 35803

A
Mid-America
Apartment
Communities

tion here and everyone knows everyone.”
It is often difficult for drivers to see little
trick-or-treating ghosts, goblins and witch-
es darting across streets in the darkness, so
car accidents occur frequently on Hal-
loween night. The spesd limit is 20 mph in
residential areas; and Dugdale asks that
drivers lower it during trick-or-treating.

Here are some safety tips for trick-or-
treaters:

* Costumes— Wear reflective materi-
als; wear shoes that fit; have an adult
check you for fire safety; and ensure long

costumes don’t make you trip.

* Pedestrian rules— Stay on sidewalks;
cross only at corners; look in all direc-
tions before crossing; walk, don’t run; and
never go into the street from between cars.

* Avoiding trouble— Carry flashlights;
ask parents to go with you; walk with
your friends; don’t enter anyone’s house;
and stay on the porch.

* Clear view— Take off mask when
crossing the street; ensure mask fits prop-
erly; and if possible, wear face paint
instead of a mask.

Café tailored to taste
of software work force

New cafeteria opens
at SED complex

By SANDY RIEBELING
Staff writer

No more brown bagging it for the
employees at the Software Engineering
Directorate.

A new, full service cafeteria opened in
building 6263 last week. Officials from
Department of the Army and Army
Materiel Command joined key personnel
from Redstone Arsenal to cut the red rib-
bon and welcome diners to the 11,800
square foot facility.

“It was a godsend,” Carter Lewis,
facility manager, SED, said. “It will save
on productivity and travel time for people
who have to go elsewhere for lunch. It
makes the entire campus more function-
al”

The cafeteria is located in the new $26
million complex adjacent to the original
SED building. Workers began moving
into the new facility about six weeks ago
with a staff of 600 on site currently. At
full capacity, both buildings will house
more than 900 employees.

The 250-seat cafeteria is open for
breakfast from 6:30-9:30 a.m. and lunch

from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

“This is our cafeteria,” William Craig,
SED director, said. “One hundred and
eighty-three people ate here on Oct. 4, the
first day of operation for the cafeteria. [t
was the first commercially prepared meal
on Redstone Arsenal west of Rideout
Road.” -

With that comment, cheers erupted
from the crowd of about 100 people,
gathered for the ceremony, a testament to
their excitement over the much anticipat-
ed opening.

“We’re going to make it our own,”
Craig continued, “from the décor to the
name. We’re going to tailor it to our work
force.”

A contest among employees will
determine the name of the café. Dan
Ahern, director, Directorate of Communi-
ty and Family Activities, offered a gift
certificate of $100 of MWR money to the
person offering the winning name. -

The cafeteria operates with a staff of
five: Debbie Chargaulaf, Ann Scruggs,
Angie Black, Clara Clark and Jackie
Pope; and Bill Bullen, general manager,
Post Restaurant Fund.

SED is a directorate under the Aviation
and Missile Research, Development and
Engineering Center.

y Sandy Riebeling

oto

SOUP’S ON— For the first time in the 25-year history of the Software Engineer-

ing Directorate and its forerunners, employees have a cafeteria to call their own
A contest among employees is expected to produce a name for the new dining

-

facility officially opened last week in building 6263.
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Hunter safety orientation

Interested in hunting on Redstone Arse-
nal? Then call today for information on
the mandatory Hunter Safety Orientation.
This orientation must be completed annu-
ally by all persons hunting on Redstone

Arsenal, including guests. Hunter Safety

Orientation will be held at the Recreation
Center, building 3711 from 4:30-6 p.m.
on the following dates: Nov. 2 and Nov.
16. The orientation is also available at all
Learning Resource Centers; call ahead to
ensure availability of computer terminals.
First- time hunters or those who have not
participated in the RSA hunting program
within the past two years should attend
one of the aforementioned Hunter Safety
Orientation dates. For more information,
call Outdoor Recreation 8§76-4868 or 876-
6854, open 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

Hockey trip

Civilian Welfare Fund Council is going to
have a bus trip to Nashville Jan. 21 to see
the Nashville Predators versus St. Louis
Blues 4 p.m. hockey game. For more
information, call Roy Longino 313-4533
or Mary Ann Meyer-Schuck 313-3395.
Cost for bus and tickets are as follows:
upper bowl locations, $30 and lower bowl
locations, $50. There will be two pickup
locations, one at Redstone Arsenal and the
other one further north.

Memorial golf tourney

The Academy for Academics and Arts is
preparing to hold the first Ralph Fleis-
chman Memorial Golf Tournament with
all proceeds going to the Academy’s Chil-
dren’s Theatre, Academy Junior Golf
Club, and the American Red Cross. The
competition is scheduled for Nov. 3 at the
Redstone Golf Course with registration at
7 am. and a shotgun start at 8. The four-
man scramble cost will be $100 per play-
er. For more information, call Connie Hen-
derson 883-2867 or Jane Fain 464-5853.

Young hunters

A special shotgun deer hunt will be held
for youngsters 12-15. The hunt is sched-
uled for Nov. 11 beginning at Outdoor
Recreation, building 5132. To preregister
and for more information, call 876-HUNT.

The

(D

Printers ¢ Laser ¢ Ink Jet « Dot Matrix * Sales * Service  Supplies

Your Connection for All your printer needs.

Authorized Service Facility For:

HEWLETT®
PACKARD

Canon® LexMpRK EPSON  OKIDATA
| Small Business * Gov’t. Credit Cards Accepted

3240 Leeman Ferry Road * Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256) 880-9991 « Fax (256) 880-9992

Basketball signup

Basketball registration for youth ages 5-16
continues through Nov. 13. Evaluations
and practice will begin the week of Nov.
13. League play will begin the first week
of January. Military, retired military, DoD
and contractor dependants are eligible to
participate. Anyone interested may regis-
ter at the Youth Center, building 3148,
Monday-Saturday from 1-8 p.m. Registra-
tion fee is $25 per child or $100 for a fam-
ily plan that includes all sports for one
year. For more information, call 876-5437.

Rocket Lanes

Rocket Lanes Weekend Special. Only
$1.25 per game open bowling every Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday. Rocket Lanes
is located in building 3707 on Aerobee.
Rocket Lanes has 16 synthetic lanes,
automatic scorers, a snack bar, a private
party addition, and a great game room. A
great place for birthday parties, for more
information call 876-6634. Hours are,
Monday, 5-9 p.m.; Tuesday-Thursday, 4 -
10:30 p.m.; Friday 4-11 p.m.; Saturday,
noon to midnight; and Sunday, 2-9 p.m.

LOGSA workshop

The Logistics Support Activity will spon-
sor its Major Item Training Workshop, Oct.
30 to Nov. 3 in the Bob Jones Auditorium.
Registration is $40 by check or money
order payable to DFAS-St. Louis. No cash
please. To register, visit the LOGSA home-
page at: www.logsa.army.mil. For more
information, call Cynthia McCollum 313-
2487 or Karen Workman 313-2486.

Vietnam wall

The traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall
will be in downtown Huntsville in Big
Spring Park, Oct. 26-29. The wall will be
open to the public, 24 hours a day for the
entire four day period. Opening ceremony

will be held at 10 a.m. Oct. 26 in the Von

Braun Center’s North Hall. The closing
ceremony will be held at 5 p.m. Oct. 29.
Admission is free to all Vietnam Era vet-
erans. For more information, call 518-
6152. For corporate sponsorship/tables,
call 722-4260.

ter
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nnouncements

Alcoholics anonymous

An Alcoholics Anonymous group meets
each Thursday at 11 a.m. in Sparkman Cen-
ter building 5304, room 4309. For informa-
tion call 313-1478. The Redstone Arsenal’
Group of Alcoholics Anonymous meets
each Wednesday at noon and Friday at 5:15
p-m. in room 11 of the Bicentennial Chapel.

Food vouchers program

Assessment for military families’ eligibility
in the Women, Infant, and Children (WIC)
program will be held Oct. 25, Nov. 1 and
Nov. 15 at the New Parent Support Program
Playhouse, 1220-B Lacrosse. Appointments
may be made by calling Army Community
Service 876-5397. Appointments are made
on a first-come, first-serve basis. Appoint-
ments will be available from 8:30 am. to
noon and 1-3 p.m. WIC offers food vouch-
ers to families that meet financial and situa-
tional requirements. Eligibility includes
pregnant women, breastfeeding women,
women with newborns and families with an
infant or child under S years old.

Artillery association

The Redstone Arsenal/Huntsville Chapter
of the Air Defense Artillery Association
(ADAA) is sponsoring its annual St. Bar-
bara Dinner Dance saluting the Air Defense
Artillery branch Oct. 28 at the Huntsville
Hilton. Scheduled speaker and guest of
honor is Brig. Gen. Stan Green, command-
er of the Air Defense Artillery Center and
Fort Bliss, Texas. For more information call
the chapter secretary 922-1680, ext. 2855.

IMMC Christmas party

The 2000 IMMC Christmas Party is
scheduled for Dec. 7 at the Officers and
Civilians Club ballroom, starting at 11:30
a.m. and ending at 3 p.m. Tickets are $10
($12 after Nov. 30). For more informa-
tion, call Jan Pickard 842-7832 or Vanes-
sa Adair 876-3394,

Fort Rucker band

The Fort Rucker “Silver Wings” band will
perform chamber music in Bob Jones Audi-
torium, Nov. 15 from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
for those who want to listen to music during
their lunch break. Others can view it on
Channel 42 that day. For more information,

call Margaret Banish-Donaldson 842-0558.

Mentors wanted

The Team Redstone Community Mentor
Program needs 75 volunteers to help men-
tor third through fifth grade students at

Williams Elementary and University .

Place Elementary Schools. For more
information, call Evelyn Pharris, Alcohol
and Drug Abuse Office, 842-9897.

Retired officers

The Retired Officers Association’s Octo-
ber meeting will be held at the Officers
and Civilians Club today at 11 a.m. Jerry

12y00y MOISPaY Y] CI{280g
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and John Shoemaker, speedboat racing

enthusiasts, will speak about “Off Shore
Speedboat Racing With ‘Pier 57.” For
additional information, call retired Capt.

- Albert Castelli 859-1340.

See Announcements on page 16
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Mastercraft Automotive Service Center...Huntsville’s newest state of
the art automotive repair facility has infused the area’s best ASE
certified technicians, along with state of the art computer diagnostics...

.allowing us to accurately diagnose your problem,
saving you time, money, and aggravation!

Air conditioning problems, suspéension; struts and shocks, automatic
and manual transmission, complete overhauls, Mastercraft can do it
all! Let the pros at Mastercraft keep your car running like new!

Mastereraft Automotive Service Center.
The Winning Edge in Auto Repair!

11311 S. Memorial Parkway
882-0030

* Complete Service Center to Redstone
o Personnel Fleet Service Available
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Pharmacy week
Fox Army Health Center is recognizing
“National Pharmacy Week” Oct. 23-27.

Flower fund-raiser

Trinity Child Development Center is con-
ducting a Poinsettia fund-raising sale.
Red, pink, and white Poinsettias will be
available. The 6” plants are $10 each and
12” plants are $15 each. Payment must be
made by Nov. 2, and plants will be deliv-
ered Dec. 1-2. If interested call 880-0520.

Live bait

A Live Bait Machine is located just outside
the entrance to the One-Stop, building 3234.
The machine looks like a drink vending
machine but has a colorful fish on its front
and is stocked with rooster livers, crappie
minnows, red worms, and night crawlers.

ASEM luncheon

The Tennessee Valley Section of the
American Society of Engineering Man-
agement is having its regular luncheon
meeting at noon, Nov. 7. Come see what
it is all about at the Holiday Inn, Research
Park (by Madison Square Mall) in the Sth
Ave Banquet Room. For more informa-
tion, call Angel Armstrong 842-9416 or

~ Mike Lyon 876-3732.

Fall concert

The Huntsville Youth Orchestra will begin
its 40th anniversary season by presenting
its Fall Concert Nov. 5 at 3 p.m. in the
Chan Auditorium located in the Adminis-

Radisson Suite Hotel Arlington
700 Avenue H East

Arlington, TX 76011

Near: Lockheed Martin
Northrop Grumman
Bell/Textron

Redstone Promotion
* Suites with wet bar and refrigerator
» Complimentary cooked to order Breakfast
* Complimentary Happy Hour featuring mixed drinks, beer, and wine

» Private hors d’oeurves reception daily.
(Must ask for “Redstone Promotion” when
making reservation to participate)

817-640-0440 < $77 per diem rate ¢ Arlington, Texas

Announcement

trative Sciences building on the Universi-
ty of Alabama-Huntsville campus. Admis-
sion is free; donations are accepted. For
more information, call he HYO office
880-0622.

Catholic community

Our Lady of the Valley, Catholic Commu-
nity at Bicentennial Chapel announces the
following: A Filipino-American Mass will
be held Oct. 29 at 6 p.m. An All Saints
Vigil Mass will be held Oct. 31 at 6 p.m.
All Souls Day: Remembering Our Loved
Ones will be held Nov. 2. All parishioners
are invited to attend at 6 p.m. to remember
and pray for our departed loved ones. The
names of all who have died between
Oct.19, 1999 and Oct. 15, 2000 will be
read. A reception will be held in the
assembly room after the mass. See Phyllis
Gibat to input a memorial form or call
842-2175 or 882-3929.

Woodcarving show

The non-profit North Alabama Wood-
carvers Association is having its 19th
annual mid-south show and competition
Nov. 11. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Nov.
12 at 10 am. to 5 p.m. at the old
Huntsville Pepot Roundhouse, 320
Church Street, NW, Huntsville. -Admis-
sion is free. Local and visiting wood-
carvers will be competing, selling carv-
ings, and demonstrating their techniques.
Door prizes, and the opportunity to sign
up for free wood carving classes will also
be available.

Radissen

College apprentice program
Applications are available for the year
2001, for the Department of Defense and
Engineering Apprentice and College
Apprentice Program. Possible career
placement includes the U.S. Army Avia-
tion and Missile Command. The Science
and Engineering Apprentice Program are
designed for students who have demon-
strated aptitude and interest in science and
engineering. Eligible students must be a
U.S. citizen and must at least be 15 year
of age by beginning date, June 11, 2001.
The College Program is designed for
undergraduates who have completed the
Science and Engineering Apprentice Pro-
gram and are enrolled in a scientific or
technical major. Deadline for postmark-
ing applications is Jan. 21. For applica-
tion, see your high school senior coun-
selor, or college placement service. For
more information, call the Civilian Per-
sonnel Advisory Center, Customer Sup-
port C, Betty Duke 313-4790.

Communicators club

The Universal Communicators ITC Club
is hosting its annual council meeting Nov.
17-18 at the Heritage Bank of Huntsville,
4245 Balmoral Drive, southwest. Dead-
line for registration is Nov. 3. ITC is a
non-profit training organization specializ-
ing in public speaking. communication,
and leadership skills. ITC training focuses
on the development of communication
and leadership skills through a program of
practice and constructive evaluation Costs
are: registration $2, continental breakfast
and lunch $17. For more information, call
Sharron Schuff 858-3890 or 313-4187.

Child care credentials

Betty Abbou and Lindell Johnson
received the Army School Age credential
during the month of September. This cre-
dential is a symbol of their care and love
for the children and their dedication to the
program. In November there will be
another special event at School Age Ser-

_vices. Nov. 1 is the kick off for the Amer-

ican Indian Heritage Month. The public is
invited to view the American Indian
mobile museum at Building 3400. There
will also be drumming and singing and
Indian dancers. For more information, call
Betty Abbou 876-6595.

Toastmasters

Are you nervous when briefing or speak-
ing to a group of people? Are you prepar-
ing a briefing in the near future? Would
you like to practice or improve your
speaking skills? The Communicators
Toastmasters Club invites you to have fun
and improve your speaking skills every
Thursday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
in the Sparkman Center, Building 5304,
third floor, room 4323. Additionally, the
Toastmaster course is government spon-
sored. For more information, call Matt
Boenker 313-4959.

Apple sale

The Junior League of Huntsville is once
again selling Washington State Red Deli-
cious and Granny Smith apples throughout
our community to raise funds to support
many worthwhile area projects. This year
Apple Annie Day is Oct. 27. In addition to
street corner sales, apples are pre-sold to
businesses and individuals in the commu-
nity to share with customers, employees,
families and friends. Businesses and indi-
viduals may purchase apples to donate to
charities in the Madison County area.
Apple Annie has provided over $679,000
to our community in the last 29 years.
Thank you for your support of Apple Annie
and the Junior League of Huntsville. For
more information, call 533-3554.

Security computer course

An Army System Administration Security
& Network management security Mirror
site will begin official instruction and
operation Nov. 6 in Huntsville. The U.S.
Army Space and Missile Defense Com-
mand is the proud sponsor of this new
Army course. Computers, routers. soft-
ware and lab equipment have been
installed and are operational. The training
facility is located. at 4901-B Corporate

Drive, Building 2. Room 179. The pur- .

pose of the course is to train Department
of Defense personnel to recognize vulner-
abilities and defeat potential threats with-
in the computer system and network;
identify and repair common Windows NT
and UNIX operating system weaknesses;
properly operate and maintain firewalls
using routers and bastion hosts; operate
and maintain simple web server using MS

See Announcements on page 19

at Huntsville

Check Us Ovut

Day & Evening Classes
Job Placement Assistance

Virginia College

Networking

Medical
3 D Graphics Legal
CAD Office

(256) 533-7387

Webmaster Design

“We'tt Give Your Life
2800 - A Bob Wallace Ave.
Visit us online at www.vec.edu

HWew Denection!”
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The best way to call home
from any brutal outpost.
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Call | 877 US TROOP or visit www.att.com/mil. We go where you go. ‘ AT&T

No monthly fee if all your calls are within the United States; for any month you make international calls, the monthly fee is just $1 00 AT&T may add up to a 30 cent per-cail charge for calls originating from pay phones
within the U.S. Lower rates apply only to calls made using | 800 CALL ATT® in the U.S. or AT&T Direct® Service overseas. ©2000 AT&T
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2000 The Redstone Rocket

Y

ANNOUNCEMENT
AS OF OCT 25 00

THE FOLLOWING

ARMY POSITION VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENTS
REDSTONE ARSENAL AND HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA AREA

| POSITION TITLE

CLOSING |
DATE

ORGANIZATION
LOCATION

PAY PLAN
& SERIES

ARMY ANNOUNCEMENTS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEB AT WV

WHO CAN APPLY?

GRADE PAY RANGE
LEVEL.] GRD FROM - TO
VW.CPOL.ARMY.MIL

AIBICIDIE]JF]HLI

RITiV]IU

October 25,

Jo0BK039212CRC General Engineer 25.0¢t-00 _JIMMC GS-0801 12 12 48,520 62,605 [ X [ X[ X[ XIX [ X I X I XTI XXX

040163451 Depot Mana Oper Spec 25-Oct-00_JCofe Huntsville GS-1101 13 13 59,623 77,507 CHRISTI _EMP

00BK052789DWT Exhibit Specialist 25-0Oct-00 JAMCOM CIC GS-1010 7 7 28,38136,892 | X

00BK0O35072BMW Electronics Engineer 26-Oct-00 JAMRDEC DB-0855 4 4 70,747 108,182 | X | X | X [ XI X I X [ X X[ X[ XX

00BK053577CIG Logistiics Mana Spec 27-Oct-00 JIMMC GS0346 11 11 42,007 54,609 | X

X-SP-00-1843-DW Engineer Electronics 27-Oct-00_|Office Sec of Army DB-0855 4 4 70,747 108,182 | X | X | X | X[ XX [ X X[ X X[ XX

X-SP-00-1847-DW Engineer Electrical 27-Oct-00_[Office Sec of Army DB-0850 3 3 50,345 77,827 | X | X X[ X | X I X[ XXX X[X1X

SO0CEOB3749ACM __ |Electrical Engineer 30-Oct-00 JCofe Huntsville GS-0850 13 13 59,868 77,827 | X | XX X | X X[ XIXIX[X[X

BKM0425687 Medical Offcer 30-Oct-00_ |[MEDDAC GS-0602 14 14 | 81,376 101,167 [ X | X XX I X | X[ XI X[ X | X[ XX

SOOCEO063867ACM___ |Prourement Analyst 31-Oct-00_JCofe Huntsville GS-1102 11 11 42,007.54,600 | X1 X | X [ X[ X[ XTI X XIX[X[X

fooBKo57642CCA Housing Inspector 31-Oct-00 JAMCOM-RASA GS-0303 6 6 25,540 33,202__| X

00bk063121C-RAH ___|Admi Support Assi 31-Oct-00_|SMDC GS-0303 7 7 28,381 36,892 SMDC

00BK064015D0DB Plans And Resource Analyst | 31-Oct-00 JAMCOM-AMC GS-0301 13 13 59,867 77,827 | X

| JooBK057186DDB Small Business Program 31-Oct-00 JAMCOM-AMC GS-0301 11 11 42,007 54,600 | X

SO00CEO56966ARM Program Manager 1-Nov-00 JCofe Huntsville GS-0340 14 14 70,747 91,967 XXX XX XIXIX[X[{X]X

01BKCEOOO189ALM Secretary OA 1-Nov-00 JCofe Huntsville GS-0318 5 5 22,913 29,784 X X

fooBKO58089DBJ Procurement Technician 1-Nov-C0_JAMCOM-AMC GS-1106 5 5 22,91329,784__| X

O00BKDLO63467BAC _ |Program Data Assistant | 2-Nov-00 JAMCOM-PEO GS-0303 7 7 28,381 36,892 | X X

00BKO51254C-BR | Sommunication Autom 2-Nov-00 fsMDC GS-0301 13 | 13 | s986877.827 |x|x|x|x|x|x|x{x|x[x]|x
Specialist

00BKO57850C-RAH ___|GANENRAL Engineer | 2-Nov-00_|SMDC GS-0801 14 14 70,747 91,967__| X X

01BKO00701CCA Budget Analyst 2-Nov-00 JRASA GS-0560 9 9 34,718 45,130 | X

00BKBK052800DWT _|Miles By Support - | 2-Nov-00 IAMCOM-AMC GS-0303 7 7 | 2838136892 |x

00bk065146CIG Secretary OA 2-Nov-00_JIMMC. GS-0318 8 8 31,432 40,858 | X

00BK060572CIG Secretary OA 2-Nov-00 _JIMMC GS-0318 ] 9 34,718 45,130 | X

00BK056182CRC Real Property Spec | "3-Nov-00 JAMCOM-AMC GS-0301 12 12 50,345 65,447 | X

00BK063724CRC Physical Space Analyst | "3-Nov-00_JAMCOM-AMC GS-0301 12 12 50,345 65,447 | X

00BK043538BAC [Computer Engineer 3-Nov-00 IRDEC DB-0854 v Y 70,747 108,182 J X | XI X | X | X | XX X| X | X1 X

00BKOB0935BAC General Engineer 3-Nov-00_JAMCOM-PEQ GS-0801 13 13 59,868 77,827 | X | X | X[ X[ XIXI X[ X[ XIXIX

NCR2776-00-CS intelligence Spec Oper | 6-Nov-00 IMIG GG-0132 11 13 42,007 77,827 | X X | X I X[ XI X | X | X X XIXIX

00BKO63598BAC Electronics Engineer 9-Nov-00_JAMCOM-AMC GS-0855 13 13 59,868 77,827 I XIXI X X I XIXIXI X X]X1X

SOOCEO062633ACM  |Civil Engineer / Geologist 15-Nov-00 [Cofe Huntsville jsfsj’ggg‘ 12 12 | 5034565447 |x|x|x|x|x|x|x|x]|x]|x]|x

OOBKO59179C-RAH __ |Supe General Engineer 17-Nov-00 fSMDC GS-0801 14 14 70,747 91,967 X X

AC-01-312 Logistics Mana Spec | 24-Nov-00 JAMCOM-PT GS-0346 7 11 28,265 39,573 [ X X X

00BK055286BOD Electrical Engineer [ 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM-RDEC DB-0850 111 [ 111 50,345 77,827 | X | X [ XI XX | X[ X[ XI X X[X

BKMO0425687 Medical Officer (General 30-Nov-00 [MEDDAC Gs-0602 | 14 | 14 | 81376101167 |X
General Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0801 2 3 22,913 - 54,609 | X | X | X [ X XIX| XX | XIXIX]|X
Computer Scientist 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-1550 2 3 22,913-54,609 | X| X | X] X XIX| XX XI XXX
Ops Research Analy | 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-1515 2 3 22,913-54609 | X | X| X | XX | X[ X[ XIXIX[X[X
Aerospace Engineer |_30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 2 3 22913-54,609 [X|XIX|IXIXIXIX[X]X[X[X[|X
Computer Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0854 2 3 22,913-54,609 IXIXIXIXIX]X]IX[X[X]X]X]X
Mechanical Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0830 2 3 52,913 -54,609 X X | X [ XIXI XX I X XIXIX[X
Electrical Engineer 30-Nov-00 IAMCOM RDEC DB-0850 2 3 22,913 - 54,609 | X | X | X{ X[ XIX I X X[ XIXIX]|X
Electronic Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0855 z 3 22,913- 64,609 | X | X[ XIX I XX X[ X XI X[ X]X
Aerospace Engineer 30-Nov-00_IAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 I X XIXIXI X X XIXIXIX]X
Aerospace Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,8627 | X | X | X I X X[ X[ XI X X|X]| X
Aerospace Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X | X[ X I X| X | X[ X[ X[ X[ XX
Electronics Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0855 3 z 50,345 - 77,827 | X I X[ XIX| X I XX XIXIXIX
Aerospace Engineer :30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X | XIXIX| X[ XTI XIX| XXX
Aerospace Engineer :30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X | X XX [ X [ X XIX| X[ X[ X
General Engineer :30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0801 z 3 50,345 - 77,827 I X| X[ X{XIXIX X XXX
General Engineer :30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0801 : 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X | XI X1 X | X [ XIXIX| X[ XX
General Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-p801 E 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X | X I X I XX [ X[ X[ X X[ XX
Aerospace Engineer :30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 I X [ X | XIXIX I X X[ XIXIXIX
Computer Engineer 330-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0854 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 I X[ XIXIXIXIX]IX]IX][X{X]X
Aerospace Engineer :30-Nov-00_JAMCOM RDEC DB-0861 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X| X X X [ XTI XX X[ XX
General Engineer 30-Nov-00 JAMCOM RDEC DB-0801 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 I X | X X XX IX I X[ XIX[XIX
Electronics Engineer 301 DB-0855 3 50,345 - 77,827 [ X | X[ X I XXX | X[ X[ X[X[X
Electronics Engineer 30-] DB-0855 : 3 50,345 - 77,827 J XX X I X X [ X[ X]XIXIX[X
General Engineer 30| DB-0801 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 | X [ X [ XI XX [ X[ XI X[ XXX
General Engineer < B-0801 3 3 50,345 - 77,827 [ XXX XX X[X]X|X
General Engineer DB-0802 3 3 50,345 -77,828 I X | XX XIXIX]|XIXIX]IX]|X
Electronics Engineer [ 26-Dec-00 GS-0855 12 12 51,660 - 65,735 | X X | X X | XI X | X[ X[ X]XIX[X
Personnel Staff Specialist GS-0212 11 11 42,007 ~ 54,60 X X
Position Class Spec GS-0221 11 11 2,007 - 54,60 XX X
Aerospace Engineer K DB-0861 il il 50,345 - 77,827 | X[ XIXIX[ X[ X XXX
Equipment Specialist [ "l9-Jan-01 JAMCOM IMMC GS-1670 12 12_| 46,955 -61,040 J X| X| X X X X1 X
Equipment Specialist [ -[9-Jan-01 JAMCOM IMMC GS-1670 12 12_| 46,955-61,040 | XIXIX] [X XXX

00B0843FM Materials Engineer 3-Apr-01_JAMCOM RDEC _DB-0806 I ] 50,345 - 77,827 | X X | X[ XIX|[ X[ X X[ XX
Aerospace Engineer n DB-0861 11| 11 50,345 - 77,827 I X I XI X XXX X X1 X

THE FOLLQ!VING OPM/DEU ANNOUNCEMENTS CAN BE FOUND ON THE WEB AT WWW.USAJOBS.OPM.GOV

X-SL-01-1919-EL Public Affairs Spec 75-0ci-00_JCofe Huntsville GS-1035 11 11 42,007 54,609 [ X[ XX I X X[ XI X[ XIXIXIX][X

X-SP-01-1899 Engineer Electronics 13-Nov-00 fOffice Sec of Army DB-0855 3 4 70,747 108,182 | X | X X [ X[ X[ X[ XIXIX[X[X]|X

X-SP-01-1896- Engineer General 13-Nov-00 JOffice Sec of Army GS-0801 13 13 59,868 77,827 | X | X[ X I XIX XXX XIXIX]X

X-SP-00-1620-DW Engineer Electronics 17-Nov-00 JOffice Sec of Army DB-0855 3 3 50,345 77,827 | X | X X I X[ X[ X X X[ XIX[X

X-SL-01-1930-EL Geologist 20-Nov-00 [Cofe Huntsviile GS-1350 12 12 50,34565,447 X | X XIX | X X X[ XIXIX[X[X

X-SP-00-1843-DW Egnineer Electronics 27-Nov-00 [Office Sec of Army DB-0855 4 4 70,747 108,182 | X { X | X | X | X[ X[ X[ X[ X XI X1 X

X-SL-00-1863-EL. Program Manager o I-NOV-00 _JCofe Huntsville GS0340 14 14 70,747 91,967 XIXEX X IXIXIXIX]X][X]X]|X

WHO CAN APPLY CODE DEFINITIONS (Note: Only U.S. Citizens are eligible to apply for Army positions.)

A - Army permanent competitive service employ

B -_All Army permanent competitive service empl

es and certain Army excepted service employees serviced by Redstone CPAC.

loyees and certain Army excepted service employees (SF-50 documenting service required).

C - Compensably Disabled Veterans receiving 30% or more compensation from a military service or the VA (SF-15 and other documentation required).

D - All Department of De;

E - Executive Order 1272

1 eligbles. (Former overseas fami
F - Permanent Federal competitive service employees and cei

H - Severely handica

fense competitive service employees and certain DOD excepted service employees (SF-50 documenting service required)

member employees who meet eligibili

requirements

rtain excepted service (SF-50 documenting service required).

d persons (Documentation from State Vocational Rehabilitation Service required)

R -

T - Transfer eligibles (non-Army Federal competitive service employees) (SF-50 documenting servi

| -_Interagency Career Transition Assist Plan (ICTAF). (Non-DOD Federal employees who have been displaced by RIF.)

Reinstatement eligibles (former competitive service Federal emplovees who meet eligibility req

= Al U.S. citizens

- Certain veterans and prior military members who meet the eligibility criteria under VRA or VEO/

uirement.)

ce required)_

A programs (DD-214s or proof of service required).

U
NOTE: Jf you are interested, carefully
N

OTE: The Nonappropriated Fun (NAF) Personnel Office
INOTE: NAF jobs include Cashier. Food Service. Waiter. B

read the announceinent for the official area of consideration,

gualification requirements, and application procedures.

artender, and Custodial Worker.

accepts applications for various types of positions. Please call their job vacancy line at 876-7772.

o

-»



continued from page 16 .
Internet Information Server; and identify specific fixes to
real-world network situations. Information and class
schedules will be posted on the following web site:

http://www.smde.army.mil/S ATraining/SA_Training html.

Junior achievement

Junior Achievement of Northern Alabama Inc. officials
announce a partnership with the Sales and Marketing Exec-
utives of North Alabama to sponsor a special workshop “In
Search of Sales Superstars in Alabama.” The workshop is
Nov. 6 from 8 am.- 1 p.m. at the Sheraton Four Points Air-
port. The investment in this seminar is $69 including a sales-
person’s recruiting manual, lunch and workbooks. The
Wworkshop consists of the seven secrets to help find and
aftract, interview and develop your sales team. The sales and
marketing executives have designated Junior Achievement
to receive the majority of the proceeds from the workshop
registration. Sales managers, human resources directors,
marketing director and senior staff will especially benefit
from the workshop. For more information, call 464-9046.

Babysitting class

Child & Youth Services will offer a Babysitting Class on
November 4 and 18 at the Youth Center, building 3148
from 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m. both days. This class, conducted by
the American Red Cross, will cover safety procedures, par-
ent and public relations, first aid techniques, and choosing
toys for children. Class participants will also receive a
babysitting manual, first aid kit, certificate and tote bag.
&hildren 11 and older may participate in this class, but
must be 13 to baby-sit on post at Redstone Arsenal. A $35
registration fee must be paid in advance at the American
Red Cross, 1101 Washington Street in Huntsville. For
more information, call Marian Caudle 876-7801.

Sparkman catering

Having a party or event? Catering Services are now avail-
able through the Sparkman Cafeteria. We’ve got some-
thing for everyone from deli trays, boxed lunches, buffet
dinners, continental breakfast, pizzas, subs, hors d’oeu-
vres and more. Let us help you with your company pic-
nic, office party, wedding reception or any special event.
For more details, please call 876-8741 or 876-8894.

Fox center hours

f®x Army Health Center will be on holiday hours
November 10 to observe Veterans Day. Advice nurses
will be available 24 hours a day at 955-8888 or 1-800-
223-9531 to provide care advice and schedule urgent care
appointments for the evening/weekend clinic. All other
clinics and pharmacy will be closed.

Contract managers

The National Contracting Management Association,
Huntsville chapter, is offering a seminar “Award Term
Contracting: A New Approach to Incentivizing Perfor-
mance,” Nov. 1 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Tom Bevill
(enter, UAH. Cost is $145 for NCMA members, $195
for non-members. Dispatch completed registration form
with payment/credit card information via fax to 971-
6761, Attn: C. Ehler or mail to C. Ehler, SAIC, 6725
Odyssey Drive, Huntsville, 35806. For more information,
call Carl Ehler 971-7327.

Commissary schedule

In honor of America’s veterans, the Commissary will be
open normal hours Friday and Saturday, Nov. 10-11, fea-
turing a Veterans Day Case Lot Sale. With Veterans Day
f&ing on Saturday this year, most federal and state agen-
cies will be closed Friday or Saturday, or both days.
“Because the commissary is a cornerstone benefit for our
active duty military and their families, as well as our
retired veterans, we’re sacrificing our holiday to not only
open, but to put on this Case Lot Sale in their honor,” Lee
Wainwright, store director, said. “In this small way, we
salute their dedicated service to our country.” The com-

nﬁ'8sary will be open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Nov. 10 and from

8 am. to 5 p.m. Nov. 11.

2000 Harley Davidson Sports-
ter Custom, lots of chrome, low
miles, $9,500. Call 776-4624,

Must Sell, bought new care for

wife, 1999 oldsmobile Intrigue, |

40K mi, $15,000. Cali 778-7755.

1998 Plymouth Grand Voyager
SE, Quad ST, Dual Ait, roof
Rack, $14.5, exc. cond., Call
216-5730.

1998 Grand-Am GT, fully load-
ed, power, CD, leather, 14K
mi., Call 883-4081.

1997 Saturn SL1, gold, 46K mi.,
1 owner, 5sp, exc. cond.,
$6,300., Call 461-7643.

1996 DODGE Grand Caravan
ES, 87k miles, warranty,
Loaded , includes TV/VCR,
$13,500 534-7484, 885-4024

1996 Ford Windstar LX mini-
van; leather interior, rear A/C,
127,300 mi., good cond,
$7,500. 971-1372 for details.

1995 Cadillac DeVille Luxury
Sedan, 4 dr, V8, 4.9 Itr eng,
auto trans, tape/Am/Fm, 116K
mi.,air, $8,995. 828-8831

1995 Honda Accord LX
Perfect, 93k miles,
$9,000 883-6894

1994 black Nissan 300ZX
Power Windows & Steering,
T-Top, Asking  $15,000.
859-2647

1994 Saturn Wagon, auto, A/C,
PS/PB, AM/FM/CASS, low
miles. Call 536-4319

1993 Chevy S-10 Pick up, 208
4L V6, A/C, 106K mi, $3595.
Call 828-8831.

1993 Chevy Lumina Euro, 4DR,
62K mi., V6, auto, A/C, loaded,
$6,000. Call 461-6925

1990 Chevy Lumina, 182K mi,
$1,500. 1988 Plymouth
Sundance, 100K mi., $1,000.
Call 858-2037.

1990 Ford Tempo GL,
98K mi., blue, 4Dr,
AM/FM/CASS, Ssp,

$1,400/cbo. Call 551-0955.

1990 Chrysler Town and
Country Van, new tires/brakes/
shocks, 118K mi, $2,600.

Call 256-379-2756.

1989 Dakota Truck, 78K mi.,
PS/PB, auto, new tires/brakes,
BDL, V6 256, $2,950. Call
256-233-4649

Lg. bar-b-que .grill, $10. An-
tique dresser, mirror & chest,
$75. Exercise Rowing Machine,
$15. 881-6118.

1979 Toyota Pickup
% Ton, 5spd, Rusty, $500.
Call 5398-6985.

Five 8-Lug Alum Wheels 16.5
by 8.25 with 9.50x16.5 Michelin
Tires. Call 539-6985.

AIRSTREAM, 31’ Excella, 1994,
Rear Bedroom. Very good con-

dition $12,500.

707-2957.

Pager

WANTED: Smali color TV with
Remote and Cable . Hook-up,
Adapt. Call 256-519-6397.

WANTED: Styrafoam
Packing Peanuts.
Call 461-8369.

Wedding dress, size small,
with flowers and veil, $100.
464-9690

Weights, various sizes; fit on
bar. You pick up; FREE. Call
534-9402 before 8pm.

White Fiberglass Camper Shell
and Bediliner, for Short Wheel
Base, Ford Pick-up. 1996 & be-
fore. $275. 859-9229 after Spm.

1995 SeaRayder, 16°, 120HP
JetDrive, Bim Top, 56hrs, exc.,
$5,900. Call 837-5995

1997 Winnegabo Motorhome,
32ft, Ford 460 Engine, like new
condition, Price reduced to
$46,500. Call 883-9093.

Aluminum Utility Box and Side
Rail Boxes for Full Size Pick-
Up. Call 851-9626 after 6pm.

Antique Duncan Phyffe 3 cush-
ion Sofa worth $1500. Asking
$750. Wurlitzer Piano, $500.
256-931-4517

Border Collie Pups, registered,
black/white, beautiful mark-
ings, $125. Call 256-498-3676.

Burgandy sofa & Loveseat,
exc. cond, $125. Muich/chip-
per/ivacuum mower, like new,
$225. 830-after 5pm.

Cash register,
display cases;
Call 883-4092 after Spm

Cast Iron Fireplace Insert with
back plate & blower. $175. Call
881-0270

Crib, unique round, 2 drop
sides, includes bedding, $210.
Changing table, $70. 880-0924.

Fiberglass P/U Bed Cover for
'92-'96 Ford SWB Truck, $250.
Call 922-1701 or 707-0904.

FOUND a house key. Key Ring
says “86 US Army Reserve
Command)”. 830-5118

Free-Seek good homes for
great adult cats. Neutered, ex-
cellent health. Vet references
req. 895-6678.

Magic Chef Refrigerator,
16.5cuft, $250.
Call 539-9140.

PeeKapoms, will be ‘small
dogs. $150. Call after 4pm
256-423-2079.

1989 Honda Prelude 2.0 SI,
black, automatic, power, fully
loaded. $3700. 658-9196

1987 Dodge, 4Dr, auto, 144K
mi., runs good, $1,000 OBO.
Call pager 519-7706.

1981 Dodge Customized Van,
SWB, 6 cyl, 4sp overdrive, A/C,
cruise, good shape, runs well.
$1,7950b0.881-3622 evenings.

Professional Camera Equip-
ment. Bronica Camera, Lenses
& Access. Call Joe:
256-721-1688,

Rottweiler, 512 mo, Female,
make offer. Washer, $60. Call
726-0287.

“Wild Kingdom” Dishes, Dish-

washer/Microwave Safe,
w/matching - flatware, $65.
864-0820.

4x12x16 concrete blocks
50 cents ea.
883-4092 after 5pm

56 Acre Horse Farm, 4BR/5BA,
3 kitchen, brick, In Grnd. pool,
40x60 barn, total fenced, 30
min Hunt. Priced reduced
$255,000. 461-6003.

Custom Built 4 yr old home,
5BR/3BA, over 3000sqft, full
basement, very open floor
plan, formal dining, 2 FP, walk-
in closets every room, large
rooms, whirlpool tub in very
large master bdrm. Great
Schools convenient to Decatur
& Huntsville. Very Pretty
Landscaped Yard, $294,500.
Great  Neighborhood! Call
(d)532-4176 or (n)233-4544.

For Rent: Redstone Area, 1BR
Apt., $260. Madison 2BR from
$335, 882-7358 or 830-5218.

MADISON-SALE/RENT
2BR/2BA, all appl, R-Ball, pool,
$46,900 / $545/mo + dep.
{d)890-2158/(n)837-3617.

REDUCED! nice wooded Iot
near Zeirdt Rd. Call Brenda
Bourland 656-7720, 880-9955
ERA Ben Porter

South Hsv 1BR, 112BA condo.
Call Brenda Bourland (256)
656-7720 ERA Ben Porter

Waterfront Home in Scotts-
boro. $169,500. Call Patrice @
Deborah Burton Realty
256-259-5800

C & C Office Relocation Servic-

es Specializing in Modular Fur-

niture Free Estimates, Reason-

able Rates Experienced Crew.
533-2330

Clock Repair - Modern and An-
tique. 1 Year Warranty. Free
Estimates. Call 233-4516 /
1-800-791-7111

Home (Improvement: Painting
interior, exterior, window re-
pairs, facia repairs, sofit re-
pairs, vinal fencing. Call

-| 837-6193 for FREE estimates.

Two American Pro 12" compe-
tition SubWoofers, 450 watts
each, in box and 400W amp

$400 FIRM, 430.0495 .

,,,,, 3 &

Ride Dee’'s Winning Fun Bus to
Tunica every Sat & Wed; Bus
Fare: $20; 2 free meals; $15 in

- .o It's the best! 536-0205- 1.
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Free classifieds ~

(limited to 4 lines) are
provided to all Redstone
Arsenal personnel.

PERSONAL ITEMS
ONLY. REAL ESTATE,
. BUSINESS & “FOR

PROFIT” ITEMS DO

NOT QUALIFY FOR

THIS FREE OFFER.

Only one ad per week
from an individual.
Free ads limited
to 76 characters
including spaces.

Redstone Rocket
P.O. Box 1007 West Station
Huntsville, AL 35807

Classifieds 532-4300
Fax (256) 532-4349 by
5 pm Friday prior
to Wednesday’s paper

FOR COMMERCIAL
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$1.00 OFF

Any of our
Big House
Breakfast
Platters

“always open, always fresh!”

Valid at Hurnitsville location only.
Not valid with any other specials or
discounts. Drinks extra,
substituticns extra. With this

Across from Mountasia Golf coupon. Expires 11/1/00
1 X X 'x X 1 X i 1 3 ]

2211 N. Memorial Pkwy * 536-7193

' TORTELLINI

ai [TALIAN TRATTORIA

Main
Street
South

7500 S.

. Memorial Pkwy
(172 BLOCK SOUTH OF
THE RADISSON HOTEL)

881-5798

All-U-Can Eat Pasta Buffet
Includes: Salad and Drink

3795

Mon-Fri 11-2pm

; i ,
§ * Must Present Coupon. No Double Discounts. i i * Must Present mﬁar‘i: No Double Discounts ;
L. Expires October 31, 2000 R T, Expire: October 31, 2000 A i

AR R VT T ML GO D TG SN TR SR VT M MG S S e e st R

2835 Memorial Pkwy
852-4088
4319 “I‘I'\lBI‘SIty D

830- 6400
3417 M
Bl R

10%. QEE. with Redstone Arsenal |.D. 0% OFF

; . R ; your entire ticket
with Redstone ID Please notify your server of this cqupon. with Redstone ID

Jerry’s Bama Beef Sportsgrill

Serving thé Best wings in the Tenn¢ssee Valley.
Winner of the Wing Fling Contest two lyears in a Row!
Also serving Chicago's favorite sandwiches.

expires 10/31/00

501 Jordan Lane - (256) 721-3373

"7193-D Hwy.72 West X Huntsville, AL 35758

We Deliver. ..
When Taste Matters.™

Can’t get away from the office?
Heavenly Ham is on the way to you.
With a Box Lunch, choose a sandwich,
side order, cookie, and soft drink all for
one price. Great taste is just a phone 5
call away. Fax in your order 382-4429. aI

8§
Sandwich op‘erings may vary by store.
L] AN NS GRDR GUNER SN DN R

722-0071

| 16 oz. Soft Drink .
| & Cookie 1
with the purchase of the sandwich

of your choice

Gazpacho
Chilled Tomato & Vegetable
with Créme Fraiche * $3.95

Vichyssoise i I 7540 South Memorial Pkwy ¢ Suite L I
Chilled Potato & Leek w/Sour Huntsvﬂle,. AL 35802 .
Cream & Chive Garnish * $3.95 | 1Biock South of Martin Rd @ Byrd Springs |

e ’ I (256) 382-4426

Not valid with any other offer. Not valid on delivery
e S2PL8¢panticipoting storss o0l __

Seafood Gumbo * $4.50 .
Daily Special

Pauli’s House of Greens
Choice of Balsamic Dijon or
Creamy Buttermilk * $4.95

Spinach & Red Onion
Spinach with Warm
Smoked Bacon Dressing * $5.25

Cobb Salad
Finely Chopped Turkey & Bacon, Eggs,
Tomatoes, Cucumbers, Avocado and
White Cheddar Cheese over Field Greens.
House Vinaigrette on the side. * $7.95

Heart of Romaine Caesar
With Garlic Croutons & Parmesan Cheese.
Classic Caesar Dressing on the side. * $4.95

Make a Satad Combo
Pick any Three Salads and
Make a Meal x $7.95

- All sandwiches served with choice
of Potato, Bean or Cucumber Salad

Baby Shrimp tossed ih Creamy Lemon
Dressing served in Soft White Pita with
Greens & Tomato * $7.95

Boars Head Pastrami w/ Swiss Cheese,
Sauerkraut & Cracked Pepper
Remoulade on Rye Bread served
Grilled or Chilled * $6.95

Grilled Portabella Mushroom,
Carrot & Spinach, topped w/Fresh
Mozzarella on Whole Grain Wheat
w/Red Pepper Chive Pesto * $6.50

Ovengold Roast Turkey, Sour Apple,
Red Onion, Arugula and Sharpe
Vermont Cheddar on Pumpernickel -
Pressed Warm * $6.95

Smoked Salmon, Capers, Diced Red
Onion, Dill Cream Cheese and
Baby Greens on Flat Bread -
Pressed Warm * $7.50

Pauli’s Chunky Chicken Salad
served on Sourdough with
Thin Slice Romaine x $5.95

Fresh Mozzarella & Roma Tomato
served on Italian Flat Bread finished
w/Olive Oil & Fresh Basil * $6.95

Tuna Salad wrapped in Pita
with Heart of Romaine * $5.95
Ttalian Stack-Sliced Genoa, Sopprosatto,
Pepperoni, Red Onion, Greens,
Tomato, Fontina Cheese, Cracked
Pepper Remoulade * $7.95

7193 Hwy. 72W Huntsville, AL
256-722-0071

ine Pri\c:s\l/l}'wmf__

Shop Our Wine Store<<__|
‘Over 1000 Wines To <

Choose From .~

Visit Our Deli: Mon.-Sat. i
10:30 AM. - 3:00 PM.
Soups * Salads * Sandwiches

All Food Prepared Fresh Daily In Our Kitchen
Custom Designed Gift Baskets

Gourmet Cuisine - Fresh Seafood ]
Daily Lunch Specials
Open for Lunch Sat. 10am-2pm

Check out our menu at www.wildflourbistro.com
additional Parking at Fanning Heights COC

600 Jor

S

dan Lan

% LA

ome * 536-0939

Full Service Catering e * Reservations Welc



