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.. Redstone Arsenal blows out candles on 60th birthday cake 
Community celebrates 
Armed Forces Week 

By SKIP VAUGHN 
Rocket editor 

Who cares that the party lasted past 11 p.m. 
Sixty-year-old Redstone Arsenal deserved a night out 

on the town. Seniors can sleep late anyway. 
Huntsville and the Tennessee Valley celebrated Red­

stone's 60th anniversary July 24 with a rousing dinner at 
the Von Braun Center's North Hall during Armed Forces 
Week. The party - spons,ored by the Chamber of Com­
merce and the Association of the U.S. Army, among others 
- included singing, inspirational remarks and historical 
video. 

"The Army is truly in your debt for this 60 years of 
achievement," Gen. John Keane, vice. chief of staff of the 
Army and keynote speaker" said, 

Some 1,107 of this Army community's closest friends 
attended including four past commanders of Redstone 
Arsenal: retired Lt. Gen. Jim Link (1994-97), Maj. Gen: 

. Grayson Tate (January-July 19(7), Maj. Gen. LOl1is Rach­
meIer (1977-79) and Maj. Gen. Joe Rigby (1992-94). Link 

See Birthday on page 5 
Photo by Skip Vaughn 

MU.SICAL TRIBUTE- Brenda "BJ" Reed sings during the 60th'anniversary celebration for Redstone Arsenal. 

Depu~y 'com~anding general pushes transf<?rmation vehicle 
Army Materiel Command officer 
sfresses value of modernization 
By SKIP VAUGHN 
Rocket editor 

Lt. Gen. Roy Beauchamp sounds like a car dealer when 
explaining Army transformation. 

Not only does he talk fast but he uses car images to 
make a point. It did the trick for his luncheon audience 
July 24 at the Officers and Civilians Club; and he received 
a standing ovation. 

Beauchamp, deputy commander of the Army Materiel 
Command, was keynote speaker at the Army Transforma­
tion Conference- Advance Planning Briefing for Industry. 

In his talk, he used a slide of a 1957 Chevy to represent 
the Army's aging Legacy force. A 2001 Chevy represented 
the Interim force. And a futuristic vehicle from the "Blade 
Runner" movie represented the Future force. "Speed and 
mobility will be very critical to the future combat system," 
he said. 

Beauchamp stressed how the Army must keep up with 
the rapid pace of technology and the evolving world 
threats. He also pointed out the importance of the Army's 

industry partners. 
"We couldn't do any of this without you," he told the 

mostly-industry audience of about 250. 
The Army's logistics capability serves as "the muscle of 

today's Army" and is envied throughout the world, accord­
ing to Beauchamp. "Logistics defines the campaign's 
operational limits," he said. 

But the Army can't afford to rest on its laurels, accord­
ing to Beauchamp. "We've often paid in blood when we 
didn't modernize our logistics infrastructure. We cannot 
afford to repeat those mistakes today. 

'''It doesn't do any good to build a better mousetrap if 
the mouse is already dead," he added. 

AMC initiatives supporting modernization include the 
Global Army Support System, the Wholesale Logistics 
Modernization Program" the Single Stock Fund, and the 
National Maintenance Program. 

"Recapitalization is a critical enabler for transformation 
of our Army," Beauchamp said. 

In response to a question from a reporter after his 
speech, Beauchamp said 'the Aviation and Missile Com­
mand plays a key role in recapitalization. On another topic, 

See Future on page 5 

by Skip Vaughn 

TRANSFORMATION TALK- Lt. Gen. Roy Beauchamp, 
deputy commander of the Army Materiel Command, 
addresses a luncheon July 24 during the Army Trans­
formation Conference- Advance Planning Briefing for 
Industry. 
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Letters to the editor 
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Confederate flag makes statement 
"" Reference: lette~ to the editor July 
§ 25, 'Another sIde of the flag 
{l issue." . 
~ Allow this letter to clarify the issue I 
"" ~ take with the display of the Confederate 

battle flag. 
§ During the Civil Rights Movement in 
!"'l the 1960s, when peaceful, black, protest­
:: ers marched, picketed, sat in, prayed for 
'" :::i: equality, sang songs of praise for 
~ strength and looked to the Lord for grace 

and joy, there was a group of people 
who, under the cover of darkness and 
white sheets, flew the Confederate battle 
flag, and went to the homes, churches 
and communities of black Americans, 
where they performed all manners of 
atrocities to the occupants of the black 
community. 

During the term of Bull Connor, in 
the city of Birmingham, when the vote 
was being fought for by black Americ:ans 
- as they picketed, marched and sang 

peacefully - that same Confederate battle 
flag flew, as the vicious dogs and power­
ful fire hoses were loosed upon the elder­
ly marchers. 

On Bloody Monday, in the city of 
Selma, that same Confederate battle flag 
flew as the peaceful marchers were rid­
den over by riders on horseback. 

Many brave, black, men and women 
were hurt and many killed under the 
shadow of that flag; and I cannot silently 
watch as it flies. 

The Confederate flag is a call to 
brotherhood for those same types of peo­
ple that performed the awful acts that I 
have described above. It does indeed 
make a statement and I defend the right 
for the statement to be made, but not on 
a military installation, not on an installa­
tion that houses a majority of black GIs, 
and not on an installation where my tax 
dollars count. 

Mariein Caudle 
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Charity funds 
Theresa McBride, left, chairman of community projects for Redstone-Huntsville 
Chapter of the American SOCiety of Military Comptrollers, and Ron Lloyd, chap­
ter president, present a $7,213.83 check te) DebbiE! Chandler, center, director of 
Hospice of North Alabama. Funds were raised at charity events at the ASMC 
Professional Development Institute 2001 hosted b~' the chapter in Dallas, May 29 
to June 1. 
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Thanks for willingness to help 

Team Redstone, some time ago we 
asked you to volunteer for a won­
derful project, Habitat for Human­

ity. We have not forgotten your willing­
ness to help. As stated previously each 
house costs approximately $37,000. 
According to the AMCOM Legal Office, 
we are not permitted to raise funds for 
this project as government or Redstone 

employees on the Arsenal; therefore the 
Habitat for Humanity Office is working 
to partner us with an organization that 
has funds, but not manpower. We have 
all the confidence that we will make this 
project happen; we just don't have a date 
as of yet. We again thank each of you for 
your support and we will keep in touch. 

Dorothy May and Dorothy Scott 

Reader recalls Arsenal's early years 

I
n July 1941 when the government 
acquired the land from the Chemical 
Munitions Manufacturing and Storage 

Plant known as Huntsville Arsenal, my 
stepfather and mother, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Tolbert (both deceased), operated a farm 
for 12 years on the northern border of the 
Tennessee River in the area of where 
buildings 8022 and 8027 are now located. 
My stepfather helped to clear the land in 
that area for the buildings to be built. 

While living in this area, I walked the 
road (known as Buxton Road, gate 2) to 
Farley School where I attended and I 
would also walk to the general store for 
my mother, located on Highway 231 
south, where Buxton Road intersects 
with South Memorial Parkway. I remem­
ber there was a beautiful two-story 
house, known as the Harris home, owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. Sam Harris. It had a 
beilutiful circle staircase from the first 
floor to the second floor. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris bought a farm on Bob Wade Lane 
near Meridianville. They were the in­
laws of Mr. Graham Shovelton, who was 

the deputy civilian personnel officer here 
at Redstone for so many years. 

In January 1942 we moved due to the 
family buying a fami in Hazel Green. 
After graduating from Hazel Green High 
School in 1951, I helped my stepfather 
farm and then in January 1952, I joined 
the Navy and served until January 1956. 
In May 1956, I went to work for Thiokol, 
which was located on Redstone Road, 
until 1967. Then I went to work for 
IBM. I had several aunts and uncles who 
used to work for Huntsville Arsenal and 
lived in the Redstone Park outside gate 2. 
I have seen a lot of changes over the 
years at Redstone Arsenal. I am now 
retired, but my wife, Ann Hastings, has 

. worked for Redstone Arsenal for 42 
years, and also one of my daughters, 
Kathryn Hastings Fowler, has been work­
ing for over 16 years. 

In the lobby of the John J. Sparkman 
Center is a picture of my stepfather with 
Senator Sparkman in the cotton field on 
the farm in Hazel Green. 

Roy Edward Hastings 

Spouse club membership can help 
today's independent woman 
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Missile school gets 'good stuff' with new MLRS trainers 
Multiple Launch Rocket System 
mockups in place for students 
By SKIP VAUGHN 
Rocket editor 

A $10.6 million, five-year effort culmi­
nated Thursday with the dedication of 
new MLRS trainers at the Ordnance Mis­
sile and Munitions Center and School. 

The first delivery included two mock­
ups and a diagnostic trainer with six stu­
dent stations. A class of students, in spe­
cialty 27M, will begin using the new 
equipment by late November and finish in 
late January. 

"This is leading edge technology for 
training systems for the Army," Pat Dilla­
ha, director of instruction for OMMCS, 

said. "It really is good stuff." 
Joining members of the missile school 

for the ceremony were representatives 
from the Multiple Launch Rocket System 
Project Office and from Research Train­
ing Institute, prime contractor for the 
trainers. 

"This is a team effort," Wayne Burke, 
deputy project manager for MLRS, said. 
He and George Benzenhafer, assistant 
commandant of the missile school, cut the 
ceremonial ribbon. 

The MLRS Project Office will merge 
with the Army TACMS-Bat Project Office 
to form the Precision Fires Missile and 
Rocket Systems Project Office in a cere­
monyat 10:30 a.m. Aug. 6 in Bob Jones 
Auditorium. 

Engineering associate director 
makes annual Top 10 list 
Higher headquarters announces 
outstanding personnel of year 

Tom Reynolds of the Research Devel­
opment and Engineering Center has been 
chosen as one of AMC's "Ten Outstand­
ing Personnel of the Year" for 2000. 

Each year, Army Materiel Command 
selects 10 employees based on how their 
initiatives measurably improve their work 
environment and AMC's mission, as well 
as how they motivate and inspire fellow 
employees to improve or increase the 
quality of their work, and how well they 
are viewed by peers, subordinates and 
superiors. 

Reynolds' Life Cycle Cost Reduction 
efforts are the best in AMC. All told, 
Reynolds' managerial abilities have 
resulted in saving more than $130 million, 
while producing a number of substantial 
benefits to soldiers in the field. 

"I guess that I'm particularly proud of 
our successful efforts on the CH-47 Low­
Maintenance Rotor Hub," Reynolds, act­
ing associate director in the Engineering 
Directorate, said. "This technology inser-

tion not only results in better performance 
and easier maintenance, but also saves a 
lot of money. The Low-Maintenance 
Rotor Hub serves as a prime example of 
how value engineering makes life better 
for soldiers." 

A 14-year veteran, Reynolds holds a 
University of Tennessee bachelor's degree 
in industrial engineering. 

Courtesy photo 

TOM REYNOLDS 
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TRAINING TOOL- Looking at one of the two new MLRS mockups are, from left, 
Wayne Burke, deputy project manager for Multiple Launch Rocket System; 
George Benzenhafer, assistant commandant of the Ordnance Missile and Muni­
tions Center and School; Billy Blount, MLRS training division chief at the missile 
school; and Jimmie Pittman, integrated 'Iogistlcs support lead for MLRS Project 
Office. 

Radar project office workers 
receive individual recognition 

The following members of X-Band 
Radar Project Office received On-the­
Spot awards July 23: 

Hazel Bearden, Marlene Benoit, Joyce 

Campbell, Leslie Duncan, Jenny Glazner, 
Katrina Harrison, Lisa Messer, Sherry 
McCreary, Rodney Phillips, Tammy Still 
and Dennis Boyd. 
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*PLANET OFTHE APES (PG·13) (11:101:051:35 2:004:05 4:35 

5:00) 7:05 7:25 7:50 9:40 10:0510:30 12:10 DIG 
AMERICA'S SWEETHEARTS (PG·13) (11:00 1 :101:40 4:10 4:40) 

7:107:40 9:30 10:00 12:00 DIG 
+JURASSIC PARK III (PG·13) (11:00 11:30 1:00 1:30 2:003:05 

4:05 4:35 5:05) 7:05 7:30 8:00 9:25 9:50 10:10 12:00 DIG 
LEGALLY BLONDE (PG·13) (11:101:102:00 4:105:00) 7:107:40 

9:40 10:10 12:10 DIG 
THE SCORE (R) • 10 REQUIRED (1 :40 4:20) 7:00 9:45 DIG 
FINAL FANTASY: THE SPIRITS WITHIN (PG·13) (1:40) 7:15 DIG 
KISS OFTHE DRAGON (R) ·10 REQUIRED (4:30) 10:00 DIG 
SCARY MOVIE 2 (R) ·10 REQUIRED (11:151:204:20) 7:20 9:45 

12:15 DIG 
CATS & DOGS (PG) (11:00 1 :053:055:05) 7:30 DIG 
A.I. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (PG·13) 9:25 DIG 
BABY BOY (R) • 10 REQUIRED 7:00 9:50 DIG 
DR. DOLIITLE 2 (PG) (1:054:05) 7:10 9:30 12:05 DIG 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS (PG·13) (1:254:25) 7:05 9:40 

12:00 DIG 

DR DOLITTLE 2 (PG) (1:153:155:15) 7:10 9:20 STR 
(t:35 4:35) 7:35 9:50 

A.I. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (PG·13) (12:503:50) 6:50 9:45 STR 
(2:00 5:00) 8:00 

LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER (PG·13) (1:103:105:10) 7:30 9:55 STR 
ATLANTIS: THE LOST EMPIRE (PG) (1:05 3:05 5:05)STR 
THE MUMMY RETURNS (PG·13) (1:00 4:00) 7:00 9:45 STR 
SHREK (PG) (1:003:005:00) 7:00 9:15 STR 
THE FAST AND THE FURIOUS (PG·13) (1 :204:20) 7:20 9:50 STR 
POOTIETANG (PG·13) 7:2010:00 STR 
KISS OF THE DRAGON (RrlD REQUIRED (1 :30 4:30) 7:30 1 ~:OO STR 
AMERICA'S SWEETHEARS (PG·13) (1:104:10) 7:10 9:30 STR 

(1 :354:35) 7:35 10:00 
NOW HIRING AT BOTH LOCATIONS 

.ATLANTlS:THE LOST EMPIRE (PG) (11:151:35 4:00) 6:00 DIG ' 
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~ Hard work pays off for Post NCO and Soldier of Year " 
.... Winners announced 
~ in annual luncheon 
Q::; 
.'<l .§ By SKIP VAUGHN 
- Rocket editor 
~ 
'<l 

~ A lone figure warmed up and stretched 
g:; in the early morning darkness outside 

Pagano Gym. 
§ Spec. Tracie Steed was the first candi­
C"'l date to arrive for the Army Physical Fit­
........ ness Test portion of the Redstone Arsenal 
~ NCO/Soldier of the Year competition that 
~ June weekday. Her discipline paid off. 
~ Steed was named Soldier of the Year 

and SSgt. Robert McNeely won NCO of 
the Year during the annual luncheon July 
23 at the Officers and Civilians Club. 

"I'm very honored, very relieved," 
Steed, 31, of B Company, 832nd Ord­
nance Battalion, said. 

"It just means that to me :if you have 
the determination, the Willpower, it does­
n't matter your age or where you are in 
life," the Hot Springs, Ark., native added. 
"That you can accomplish something 
great if you put your mind to it. And I 
hope to be a role model for all those who 
are out there with the soldiers, anybody 
thinking about joining the Army, and peo­
ple already here." 

Photo by Skip Vaughn 

CONGRATULATIONS- SSgt. Robert McNeely, left, and Spec. Tracie Steed are con­
. gratulated after being named Redstone Arsenal NCO and Soldier of the Year, 

respectiv,ely. 

Photo by Skip Vaughn 

DETERMINED TO WIN- Spec. Tracie 
Steed, the eventual winner of Soldier of 
the Year, does push-ups in June during 
the Army Physical Fitness Test portion 
of the competition. 

There were four candidates apiece for 
NCO of the Year and Soldier of the Year. 
They were all winners, or runners-up, 

from soldier of the month or NCO of the 
quarter competitions during the past year. 

"It feels good to win," McNeely, 33, of 
the NCO Academy, said. "It feels good to 
exceed. But better than that, it feels good 
to win fo:r the Academy because of the 
hard work and dedication you put into it. 
Ail this is stuff we teach in the Academy; 
and it's the stuff it takes to win NCO of 
the Year. -

Coluntbia College 
Serving the Redstone Arsenal community for more than 20 years. 

• 8-week sessions 

• Evening classes 

• Associate and Bachelor's degrees 

• Servicemembers Opportunity College (SOC) 

• VA approved curriculum 

• Academic advising available 

• Fully accredited by North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools 

• Online courses 
COLUMBIA 
COLLEGE 

For more information, call 256/876-4851 or 256/881-6181 

Next session starts JunE~ 4-register now! 
Columbia College-Redstone Arsenal 

www.ccis.edu/Redstone • Redstone@email.ccis.edu 
Bldg. #3218 (Across the street from the Army Education Center) ~ 

"It tells me if you work hard and try 
your best that you can succeed, that you 
can make it to the top," the Asbury Park, 
N.J., native added. 

Maj. Gen. AI Sullivan, commander of 
the Aviation and Missile Command and 
Redstone Arsenal, reminded the 215 
attendees that soldiers· are defending the 
American way of life throughout the 
world. "These are uncommon men and 

women," he said. 
The Soldier of the Year candidates 

included Steed, Spec. Richard Charles of 
HHC AMCOM, Pvt. Travis Hueter of B 
Company and Spec. Chuck Griffin of 
MEDDAC. 

Candidates for NCO of the Year 
included McNeely, Sgt. Antavia Striveson 
of HHC AMCOM, SSgt. Edward Sasan of 
NCO Academy and Sgt. Jennette Randall 
of D Company. 

• Prosra reglstere4wil"'D ""tionaI Association 01 Communication 
SystemEnghreers (NACSE). ' 
• CoIIIIII", P!eptIIlIlltm lor file following exams: 

-fIIkrosohMCP2OIIII ~ - Com TIA Network + Exa 
- NA'lSE Associate Network S~ecial;sl I . !R I I 
- NACSE Senior Network SpeCialist 
- Cisco Certified Network Assoc;ate 

• Certificate in Computer Networking from Florida Institute of Technology 
• Approved for TuitIon Assistance 
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.. • Community celebrates Redstone's 60th year 

Birthday 
continued from page 1 

also appeared on the big screen as narra­
tor for the three-part video highlighting 
Redstone's history. 

There was a birthday cake, of course, 
with fireworks serving as candles. Brenda 
"BJ" Reed, vocalist, and the Soldier Show 
singers provided musical entertainment. 

Maj. Gen. Al Sullivan, commander of 
the Aviation and Missile Command and 
Redstone Arsenal, related how he and his 

wife, Kathy, arrived two years ago and 
decided to stay in this community after he 
retires in September. 

"Let me say thank you on behalf of all 
of Team Redstone for the tremendous 
support you provide to us every day. It 
truly does make a difference," Sullivan 
said. 

Lee Greenwood's patriotic song "God 
Bless the U.S.A.," performed by Reed, 
served as a fitting finale. 

"Happy birthday, Redstone," retired 
Brig. Gen. Bob Drolet, co-master of cere­
monies, said. "Good night." 

• Modernization said key for today's Army 

Future 
continued from page 1 

he said there are no plans to move AMC 
headquarters from Washington, D.C. 

There are discussions for a new round 

of base realignment and closure, but noth­
ing official yet. Beauchamp did say such 
efforts would probably impact AMC 
because the command touches so much of 
the Army. "So I would not be surprised if 
AMC is affected one way or another," he 
said. 

ISCOVERY TOYS ESPRIT GYMBOREE OSH KOSH LEVI MONOAY'S CHILO HEALTHTEX lITTlE ME GAP lITTLE TYKE 

Fall & Winter Sale! 3 DAVS ONLY! 

" . 
Airport Road • West of Kid's Space 

www.mykidskloset.com . , 

Discounts at 
all stores! Huge Sa~ngs! 

26 stores open daily! 
Tommy Hilfiger 

Polo/Ralph Lauren 
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory 

Levi's 
S&K Menswear 

Zales-The Diamond Store Outlet 
Petite Sophisticate 

Casual Comer Woman 
Casual Comer 

Interior Alternative 
Oneida 

Duck Head 
, Izod 

Fossil 
Claire's Accessories 

Music 4 Less 
Dress Barn 

Dress Bam Woman 
Bible Outlet 

Carter's Childrenswear 
Motherhood Maternity Outlet 

SpringmaidJWamsutta 
Comil}g Revere 

Samsonite Company Store 
Vitamin World 

Factory Brand Shoes 

256.593.1199 
E·mail: fashionoutlets@netnav,com vvww,boazfashiolloutlets@netnav,c;om 

Intergraph Government 
Solutions Intergroph Government 
Solutions (IGS) is 0 systems integrotion ond 
monogement consulting compony thot 
provides leoding- edge business ond 
technicol solutions to 0 diverse portfolio of 
government ond commerciol clients. IGS is 
on equol opportunity employer - M/F/DN. 

Intergroph Government Solutions is seeking talented professionals for current 
and potential contracts related to U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command 
Weapon Systems in Huntsville Alabama. 

These positions require a BS or MS in Computer Science, Engineering or related 
discipline and a minimum of 5 years experience in any of the following areas: 

Automated Logistia Systems Missile Systems 
• Logistics Integrated Database I • Patriot 

Army Total Asset Visibility Database • THAAD 
• Army Standard Depot Systems • MEADS 
• Commodity Command Standard System • ARROW 
• PEO-STAMIS Systems • EFOG-M 

• JAVELIN 
• LOSAT 
• MLRS 
• Stinger 
• HUMRAAM 
• Avenger 
• ATACMS-BAT 

Aviation Systems 
• Apache (AAH64) 
• Cobra (AH 1) 
• Improved Cargo (CH47) 
• Light Observation Scout (OH58) 
• Utility (UH60) 
• Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) 
Unmanned Air and Ground Vehicles 
Intergraph Government Solutions offers very competitive salaries and benefits, 
excellent advancement potentiol, and a working environment that values the 
contributions and input of its team members. For immediate confidential 
consideration, please submit your resume to: 

Intergraph Government Solutions 
AHn: IGS Human Resources· HVT72901 
P.O. Box 6286, Mail Stop IW1501 
Huntsville, AL 35824 
Email to igscareers@ingtcom 

Fax: 256·730·1233 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer. M/F/DN 

... 217835 

'·800·747·2232 INTE?G?I\?H 
www.intergraph.com/govt GOVERNMENT SOLUTIONS 



}PAC-3 missile program gets upper level results 
j Patriot Advanced Capability 
""< on target in testing phase 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

By PAM ROGERS 
For the Rocket 

~ 
~ As the Patriot PAC-3 program nears the 

end of its developmental testing phase, it 
§ is being described as a phenomenal suc­
!"'l cess by senior Army leaders. 
.....; The latest test included the: spectacular 
~ destruction of a QF4 drone aircraft, and a 
~ near miss of a Hera ballistic missile target. 
~ Even so, the system performed exception-

ally well and the program's success rate is 
92 percent, according to Col. Tom New­
berry, Lower Tier Air and Missile Defense 
project manager. This was the 10th test of 
the system and the first time PAC-3 has 
failed to intercept a target. In a tactical 
scenario two PAC-3 missiles would have 
been fired at a ballistic missile, but 
because there are a limited number of 
PAC-3s available for testing, a decision 
was made to fire only one at the target 
missile. This was the sixth test against a 
ballistic missile target and the only one to 
miss. 

"This program is just a phenomenal suc­
cess," Dr. Shelba Proffitt, program execu­
tive officer for Air and Missile Defense, 
said. "Having a miss means we are pushing 
the envelope and that is why w,~ test. If we 
had no misses, it would mean we're not 
stressing the system enough." 

Firsts included in the test., conducted 
July 9 at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., 
included the first time there were two PAC-
3 missiles simultaneously fired at two dif­
ferent classes of targets; the first full-up bat­
talion configuration using soldiers from the 
2nd of the 43rd Air Defense Artillery, Fort 
Bliss, Texas; and the first time a PAC-3 was 
fired at a full-scale aircraft. 

So what caused the miss of the Hera 
target? Project engineers are still con­
ducting extensive data analysis, but it 
appears that there was a problem with 
communications inside the missile. 

"What we believe is that we had an 
anomaly on our communications bus for 

Since 1985 

Courtesy photo 

SUDDEN IMPACT - A PAC-3 missile 
slams into a QF4 drone target during a 
July 9 t4!!st at White Sands Missile 
Range, N,.M. 

our guidance processor unit," Lt. Col. Ed 
Mullin, PAC-3 product manager, said. 

"We got a correct detection, we 
acquired (the targets), got the fire solu­
tion, we actually passed the target from 
the system to the missile correctly, but we 
had an anomaly on that communication 
bus that interconnects the subsystems of 
the missile. 

"What we need to understand is why 
that happened, and that's what we're ana-­
lyzing," Mullin said. 

The fact that this test was conducted in 
the presence of radar jamming and that the 
QF4 drone was destroyed in that environ­
ment was a demonstration that a system­
wide upgrade to hardware is effective -
something that had to be proved before 
the PAC-3 system can be handed off to 
soldiers in the field, according to Mullin. 

"It was basically a test of the entire sys­
tem, not just the PAC-3 missile segment, 
but also the PAC-3 ground equipment," 
Newberry said. 

The next and the final system test of 
the developmental test series will 
involve a "stealthy" cruise missile target, 

• Contract Support 

• System Integration 

• Network & System. 
Oe5;ign & Maintenance 

• TI~lecommunications 

• Hardware & Software 

• Sales & Services 

• InfoPro Corporation is a 

certified (SBA) 8 (a) BO & (SOB) 
Government IMPAC Cr,.dit Card Accepted 

BPA Li"ted 
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(256,) 722-9090 
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Mullin said. "We will also have soldier 
involvement to begin our transition to 
operational testing. It will be a stressing, 
full-up system test." 

would be shipped to coincide with the 
arrival in theater of the unit that would use 
them, NeWberry said. 

The next step in the acquisition cycle 
Mullin pointed 

out that although 
soldiers have been 
working with the 

Transformation and growth 
Pari 5 of series 

for the system, 
which is now in low 
rate initial produc­
tion, will be a full 

PAC-3 equipment for a while, these last 
two tests of the developmental program 
bring them into the flight test environment 
before the system is handed off to them for 
operational testing. 

With developmental testing coming to 
an end, the system is one step closer to 
being in the hands of the soldiers. The first 
unit equipped date, at which time the first 
16 production missiles will be delivered to 
a depot, is scheduled for September. In the 
event they are needed for combat, they 

rate production decision. That decision is 
expected in about a year . 

In other good news for the Lower Tier 
Project Office, Mullin has been named 
product manager of the year by the office of 
the assistant secretary of the Army for 
acquisition, logistics and technology. He 
will receive the award during a ceremony in 
August at a Program Executive Officer­
Project Manager conference in Atlanta. 

The final developmental test for PAC-3 
is scheduled for October. 

Test & Evaluation event 
deemed major success 

An annual conference on Army test 
and evaluation got good reviews from its 
sponsor. 

The Army Test and Evaluation Days 
2001 Conference, July 11-12 was held at 
the Von Braun Center, North Hall with 
exhibits in the East Hall. 

"I was pleased to see such a large 
turnout for this annual conference," Dr. 
John Foulkes, director of Test and Evalu­
ation Management Agency, Washington, 
D.C., and conference sponsor, said. "The 
conference afforded panelists and atten-

dees alike to learn about Army transfor­
mation and how it will affect the T &E 
community. The speakers and panels we 
brought together for this conference were 
outstanding in their presentations, and the 
exhibits this year were exceptional. It was 
by far the most impressive exhibit we've 
had, and the best conference we've spon­
sored." 

The briefings, presentations and papers 
are available on CD upon request. Host 
organization is the Test and Evaluation 
Management Office, phone 842-6715. 
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i Learning resource center provides virtual assistance 
.... PERSONNEL AND TRAINING RELEASE 

j 
The Army Learning Resolllrce Center has expanded 

<u § beyond its resource center walls with its new web site 
~ location on the AMCOM Intranet. Now you can research 
~ the library for a video, audio or book from your own 
<u desk. The library database allows you the option to 
~ 

leadership development trammg. Current courses and 
descriptions are listed in this location. From the automa­
tion-training icon, one can preview current courses and 
learn how to receive one-on-one help for -a specific soft­
ware application question or problem. From these loca­
tions, one can link to the Training Information Program 
to schedule a specific class. 

of contact for scheduling a classroom in building 5304. If 
you have a question or comment about the ALRC services 
or resources, you can complete the online customer survey. 

So the next time you're looking for training or organi­
zational development resources, go to the AMCOM 
homepage subject matter index and click on the A. Scroll 
down and click on the Army Learning Resource Center 
link. One can also link to the ALRC web site from the 
Personnel and Training Directorate web site. The Army 
Learning Resource Center is now able to serve its cus­
tomers virtually and face-to-face. A wealth of informa­
tion is waiting for you and is just a mouse click away. 

search by title, author/vendor or subject. 
The ALRC web site also has a variety of other fea-

2 tures. From the ALRC menu, one can access the Quality 
~ 
........ Institute services. The Quality Institute offers a range of 
t; services from facilitation to customized work force and 
::! 

The Training Help Desk section addresses services 
available through the Training Help Desk arid contains 
information specifically related to the Training Informa­
tion Program and a link to TIP. The Room Scheduling icon 
is a link to the information on classrooms as well as a point 

~ 
""'( 

Corporation Information Center seeks customer feedback online 
CORPORATE INFORMATION CENTER RELEASE 

Customers' perceptions of how well 
they are treated and the quality of the 
services and products they receive are 
important to the Corporate Information 
Center managers and employees. CIC is 
searching for better ways to provide first 
class services and products to all its cus­
tomers and has developed a new, online 
CIC Customer Satisfaction Survey that is 
easy to access and use. It can be reached 
through the CIC home page or by going 
directly to http://survey.redstone.army.mil 
on the Internet or Intranet. 

This new survey will enable customers 
to tell CIC what they.like and dislike about 

any service or product CIC furnishes. 
Personal customer information is 

optional; however, by completing the 
Customer Information portion of the sur­
vey, CIC can more efficiently identify and 
correct problems, provide employee train­
ing where needed, and give customers 
effective feedback. Customers are encour­
aged to give their office symbol and will 
be contacted only if they check the appro­
priate box. 

The survey allows customers to rate 
CIC as a whole or by individual areas 
within cle. A separate set of questions is 
provided for each area the customer rates. 
The questions, modeled after the ques­
tions used on the Command's Quarterly 

bd Systems, Inc. is a rapidly growing 400+ person Engineering and Information 
Services Company. 
Our Control Dynamics Division is pursuing a wide range of new programs 
in the Huntsville area and is currently seeking qualified personnel to support 
Army ground based missile systems at AMCOM & SMDC. Some positions 
require experience in proceSSing of sensor data. timing rlsquirements analyses, 
tracking correlation algorithm development, Kalman filtering and probability modeling. 
Support is needed in the following specific areas: 
• Independent Verification and Validation 
• Software Testing 
• Software Development (Ada/C++/JoviaI/FORTRAN) 
• Modeling and Simulation 
• Interoperability and Systems Engineering 
• Radar Modeling and Analysis 
·GN&C 
• Logistics 
• Structures and Thermal Analysis 
• Electrical Engineering 
• PhysicisVMathematician 

Many positions require a BS/II/IS/PhD in engineering, mathematics, 
computer science or related disciplines. Applicants sel'scted may be 

subject to a government security investigation and must meet eligibility 
requirements for access to classified information_ 
US Citizenship required. 

• • •••••• •••••• SYSTEMS 
Please mail, fax or e-mail your resume to: 

bd Systems, Inc. 
600 Boulevard South, Suite 304 • Hunts"ille, AL 35802 

FAX Number: (256)1J82-2683· E-mail:jwaltol1l@cdy.bdsys.com 
Visit our Web Site at: www.bdsy:s.com 

, 218489 

Evaluation Report, 
are general questions 
that address the cus­
tomer's perception of 
the responsiveness, 
professionalism and 
quality of service they 
receive. After each 
question, there is a 
box for comments. 

"\ AMCOM 
\ Corporate huormation 

(}enter 
Customer Satisfaction 

Survey 
The lines in the com­
ment box scroll so 
there is plenty of 

http://survey.redstone.army.mil 

room to make com-
ments. The customer can make additional 
comments and suggestions at the end of 
each set of questions. 

CIC managers and supervisors review 
the comments and ratings of the surveys. 
Statistical information from the surveys 
will be used in the Review and Analysis 
process for organization improvement. 
Tracking successful areas within CIC will 
provide examples for modeling improve­
ments in other areas. Tracking problem 
areas will help identify what is needed to 

make improvements. 
The Redstone community is invited to 

check out the CIC-CSS online at 
http://survey.redstone:.army.mil and let 
CIC know what you think. You may use 
the "Rate CIC as a whole" box to make 
comments about the survey itself. Cus­
tomers are encouraged to use this survey 
as a method to give both positive and neg­
ative feedback as they see fit. CIC is look­
ing forward _ to receiving the comments 
and suggestions of its customers. 

Back Pain? 
Huntsville, AL-Most people have no idea what to do when they experience back 
pain; they use heat, ice, sleep on the floor, even take pain pills hoping their pain will 
go away. The more you don't know, the more likely you may experience serious 
disc or nerve injury. If you are tired of suffering and don't know what to do about it, 
there is a Free eye opening Report that has just been released ... F'or your free copy, 
call Toll-Free 1-888-688-6897,24 Hrs. Free Recorded Message. 218342 

Denied? We Can HeJp! 
• Denial and Benefits • Security Clearance Revocations 
• Hearing and Appeals • Veterans Law 

• Former US Army Judge Advocates 
FREE Inital Appointment 

Huntsville 
539-9899 

Decatur 
355-2447 

Flortmce 
760-1010 

DBOND,BOTES,SYKSTUS 
& LARSEN, P.C. 
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Wider is better 
Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

A ground breaking ceremony July 24 officially kicked off the Martin Road widening 
project. Preliminary work has already begun on the state-funded project, sched­
uled to be completed in two phases. APAC-Alabama Inc., Ashburn and Gray Divi­
sion, is the contractor on the first phase, a $6 million project to widen Martin Road 
to a four-lane road from Redstone. Arsenal's Gate 1 to Memorial Parkway. A con­
tract is expected to be awarded by the first of the year to begin construction on the 
second phase of widening Martin Road from Gate 1 to Patton Road on Arsenal 
property. Officials expect the entire project to be completed in about two years. 
Attending the ground breaking are, from left, State Sen. Jeff Enfinger, D-Madison 
County; Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer, Redstone commander Maj. Gen. AI Sul­
livan, and Alabama Department of Transportation director Paul Bowlin. 

A Certified HUBZone Small Business 

Advanced Systems Technology, Inc. is a progressive and rapidly 
expanding defense firm with over 350 professionals at 30 operating 
locations throughout the nation. AST is currently assembling a 
management/technical team to support the U.S. Army Space and 
Missile Defense Command's Systems Engineering and Technical 
Assistance Contract (SETAC). Labor categories desired include: 

• Engineers and Analysts (5 .. 20 yrs of experience) 
• Production Engineer 
• Programmers 
• Senior ManagementlTechnical Staff 

Required qualifications include a degree from an accredited university 
and more than 5 years of direct experience on SMDC supported 
systems and technologies. 
AST offers exceptional benefit packages and competitive salaries. 

Send resumes in confidence to: 
FAX: 580 .. 355 .. 8929 
EMAIL: astcorp@astcorp.com 
MAIL: 1206 Kingsway Road 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
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GEICO Gives Retired 
Military The Same 
Discounts As Those 
On Active Duty, And 
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Look at these great 
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• You may save up to 
15 % on car insurance 

• 24-hour service, 
7 days a week 

• Money-saving 
discounts 

• Over 60 years of 
serving the military 

• Local office near -
most major bases 

DIRECT 
6210-C Madison Pike 
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i Heroic pilot to work on Comanche program 
Harrowing experience in Somalia 
provides insight into soldiers' needs 

By BETH SKARUPA 
Staff writer 

We can only imagine what Michael Durant went 
through emotionally as an angry mob rushed toward him 
after his helicopter was shot down in Somalia. He has just 
one word for it - fear. 

His Black Hawk was shot down during what was sup­
posed to be a short, midday raid on a gathering of warlord 
Mohamed Farrah Aidid's clan leaders in Mogadishu Oct. 
3, 1993. His situation quickly became desperate. He 
couldn't move because his right leg had been broken in 
the crash. Somalis had shot and killed his surviving 
crewmembers as well as two Delta Force commandos 
who had roped in to rescue them. The ground force was 
nowhere in sight. 

Durant knew what gruesome things angry Somalis had 
done to soldiers in the past. He thought his life was over. 
A rag was tied over his head and the mob dragged him 
through the streets, beating him. But instead of torturing 

. and killing him, the neighborhood militia group took him 
prisoner. 

Photo by Beth Skarupa 

DUTY CALLS- Michael Durant became a nationall hero when he survived capture during a deadly firefight in 
Somalia. The retired Army helicopter pilot moved here last month to take a job with Veridian Engineering. He 
supports simulation and training for the Comanche helicopter program at Redstone Arsenal. 

"It was a very chaotic situation. I don't think they had 
any intentions of taking any prisoners. They were fighting 
over what to do with me. According to the story - I did­
n't know any of this until later, but from what- others told 
me - there was a transfer of control from one rival gang 
to another. I was with the first gang one night, then Aidid 

See Pilot on page 11 

"They_may never serve, 
but they can be USAi\ members~' 

You're eligible and so is your family. No other company 
understands the needs of military personnel and their families like USAA. If 
you're on active duty or in the National Guard or Reserves, you're eligible 
for the same great auto insurance and other financial services now enjoyed 
by more than four million USAA members. And when you join USAA your 
family can, too. Remember, because you serve, USAA can serve them, too. 

Call us at 1-800-531-8427 
or visit us at usaa.com 
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USM General Indemnity Company. USM County Mutual Insurance Company and USM limited. Applications are subject to undefWriting. 
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• Pilot survives capture in Somalia 

Pilot 
continued from page 10 

paid a ransom for me the next day," 
Durant said. 

Aidid's gang forced him to make a 
video during his second night in captivity. 
The incident, which took several hours, 
ended up as approximately 20 seconds of 
video that was spliced together and aired 
on CNN. When Durant was finally 
released after 11 days of captivity, he had 
become a national hero. 

Eight years later DuraHt doesn't mind 
being called a hero for his part in the bat­
tle of Mogadishu, although he said it's not 
in his personality to play on that. 

''I'm only as much a hero as everyone 
else that was there. I'm not un~omfortable 
being a hero, but it's not a role I would 
seek," he said. "I'm proud of everyone that 
was there and if I represent them, then you 
can call me a hero if you want because 
there was definitely heroism that day." 

He pointed out that SFC Randy 
Shughart and MSgt. Gary Gordon, the 
men who were killed while trying to res­
cue him and his crew at the crash site, 

give him a different perspective on life. 
"I don't think I've changed personali­

ty-wise and if you talk to people who have 
known me, I think they'd say that, too. 
But the most significant aspect of surviv­
ing an ordeal like that is putting things in 
perspective," he said. "Some people get 
upset about some things and you don't. 
You 'don't sweat the small stuff' and it's 
all small stuff. You realize all these little 
things aren't important." 

'I think it gives you an added 
appreciation of how impor­
tant it is to deliver a quality 
product. If you've been a 
user and actually seen it, if 
you've had the right equip­
ment and the right training 
like I think I did, you know 
how important it is,' 

- Michael Durant 
Retired helicopter pilot 

were awarded congressional Medals of Durant now supports simulation and 
Honor for their heroism. training for the Comanche helicopter pro-

Durant was a member of the 160th gram with Veridian Engineering at Red­
Special Operations Aviation Regiment, stone Arsenal. He moved here from 
also known as the Night Stalkers, consid- Clarksville, Tenn., last month after retiring 
ered one of the finest helicopter aviation from the Army in February. After 21 years 
units in the Army. of service, he said his first goal is adjust-

"The unit I was in, we did get involved ing to life as a civilian contractor. 
in pretty much everything, although that He and his wife Lisa, formerly a ROTC 
was by far the most extreme situation any instructor at Middle Tennessee State Vni­
of us had been in;' he said. He had been versity, have what he called a "blended 
on other dangerous missions including family" with their children Joe, 13, Joey, 
Desert Storm, Just Cause and the Panama 8, Christopher, 8, Dena, 5, and Taylor, 4. A 
Invasion of 1989. "But again, it wasn't native of New Hampshire, Durant coached 
anything like that particular day. Anyone youth soccer and played. hockey in 
who was there would agree, it was the Clarksville. He describes his life as "defi­
worst experience they ever lived through. nitely normal with a few minor excep-

"It was awful for everybody. We lost a tions" - the attention he receives when 
lot of soldiers and had a lot of injuries," he people realize that he was a national hero. 
said. "There's an entire array of emotions He thinks his experience in Somalia 
you go through after the fact, kind of like has given him insight into his work with 
when you lose a loved one - there's sor- weapon systems, as well as an under­
row and loss for all the people who didn't standing of what soldiers need to do when 
return. It's hard to be happy to be alive faced with a similar situation. 
when you've lost a lot of close friends. We "I think it gives you an added appreci­
were a small unit and we lost 17 people. ation of how important it is to deliver a 
That was hard. People lost limbs and had quality product. If you've been a user and 
much worse injuries than I had." actually seen it, if you've had the right 

His most serious injury, crushed verte- equipment and the right training like I 
brae, almost put him on grounded status think I did, you know how important it is," 
permanently. Even when his flight status he said. 
was returned after he fought for two years He gives "pretty basic" advice to sol-
to get it back, he kept his staff position diers. 
within his unit because his back was in no "We're all counted on to know how to 
condition to fly every day. do our jobs the best we can, to be as well 

Despite having nightmares in captivity trained as we can possibly be," he said. 
and while recovering in the hospital, "Know your job. Know how to do it and 
Durant said he hasn't had problems with do it the best you can because it will not 
post-traumatic stress syndrome. He credits only help you survive but it will help your 
that to the dedicated survival psychologist unit survive. It's absolutely true about the 
who worked with .himin·.the.w~ti ,atteI. • ,s.tr~n8th.gf .tb~.lidS, in:.y.our. uninmd how 
the ordeal. However, the experience did much you rely on each other," 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

the university of alabama in huntsville 

Cert:iEicat:e Progral'l'ls/Series 

Oracle Database Administration • BEGINS SEPT 10/ OCT 15 
Radar Systems Design & Analysis • BEGINS SEPT 10 
Advanced Contract Management. BEGINS SEPT 10 
Java Certification EXam Review • BEGINS OCT 9 
VIsual Basic • BEGINS SEPT 10 Web PUblisher. BEGINS SEPT 10 
Oracle DevelOper. BEGINS SEPT 11 ProjeCt Management. BEGINS SEPT 11 
Interior Design • BEGINS SEPT 18 C Programming • BEGINS SEPT 17 
procurement Management. BEGINS SEPT 24 MCSE. BEGINS SEPT 24 
SUpervisory Development. BEGINS SEPT 24 Linux. BEGINS OCT 1 
Java Developer • BEGINS SEPT 17 OR OCT 15 Aerospace PrOPUlsion • BEGINS OCT 22 

Comput:er Training Call for custom courses! 
Installing, Configuring & Administering Microsoft Exchange 2000 Server ... Aug 6-16' M-Th • 5-9:2Opm' 21010333N 
Oracle Forms 6.0 .................................... , .. " ...... Aug 6-23 • M-Th • 5:30-8:50p.,,, 21010530N 
Enterprise Java .............•............ " .................. Aug 7-23· T&Th' 5:30-8:5Opm' 21010522N 
Hosting and Promoting Your Web Site ........................... Aug 27-30' M-Th' 5:30-8:30pm' 21010514N 
Introduction to XML . . .................... ,... . ...................... Sept 4-6 • T-Th • 1-5pm • 21020170N 
Networldng Basics .............. , ..................................... Sept 4-13 • T&Th' 4:30-9:3Opm '21020062N 
Apache: The Web Server ......................... , .................... Sept 4-14 • T-F • 8afn.Noa1. 21020152N 
ActiveX Programming.. .. . .............................. Sept 10-13' M-Th '4:30-9:3Opm' 21020091N 
Introduction to Common Gateway Interface (CGI) Scripts with Perl ..... Sept 10-14· M-F .'-5pm. 21020171N 
Visual Basic Fundamentals ............................................ Sept 10-20 • M-Th • 4:30-9:30pnl' 21020056 
Introduction to Hypertext Markup Language: 
How to Create World Wide Web Pages ............................... Sept 10-14· M-F' 8arn-NoOIl' 21020063N 

Fundamentals of OracleS ...... , ........................... , ........... Sept l().{)ct 10' M&W' 5:30-9:3Opm • 21020074N 
OR .. . . . . . . . . . , .... , ........ Sept 11.(let 11 • T&Th· 5:30-9:3Opm' 21020075N 

Unix Hands-on Workshop ............................................... Sept 17-21 • M-F • 8an-Noon • 21020200N 
Fundamentals of C . . . . . .. . ....................................... Sept 17-28' M-F • 1·5pnl' 21020055N 
Introduction to Java Programming. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . ...... , ... Sept 17.(let 3' M&W' 5:30-8:5Opm· 2102OO83N 
Instalfing, Configuring, and Administering 
Microsoft Windows 2000 Professional ...... '" .......................... Sept 24- Oct 4' M-Th· 5-9:2Opm' 21020065N 

Basic Assembly Design Using ProiENGINEER ........................ Sept 24-Oct 17' T-Th' 6-9:2Opm' 21010507N 
Adobe Photoshop: Fundamentals and Beyond . , ... , ........ , .... , ........ Oct 1-5 • M.f' ' Bam-Noon' 21020064N 
C# • All Introduction to .NET 

Programming for the Web .. ... .................. ........... .. .... Oct I-II • M-Th· 4:30-9:3O(im • 21020176N 
Introduction to Linux . , ............ , . . . . . .. . . . . .. . ... Oct 1-12' M-F. 8afn.Noon· 21020076N 
Advanced Java Programming ........................................... Oct 8-24· M&W' 5:30-8:5Opm • 21020084N 
Web Graphics ........ . .................................... Oct ~Il • T-Th' 8am-Noo,'I' 2102OO66N 
Java 2 Programmer Certification Exam Review ....... , ............. , ..... Oct 9-25 • T&Th • 5:30-8:3Opm • 21020085N 
Oreamweaver Fundamentals ............................................ Oct 15-19' M-F' 1-5pm· 21020069N 
Fundamentals of C++ ............. : ........................... Oct 15-26· M-F· 1-5pm· 21020058N 

Management Training On the Roadl!1 
Basics of Contract Management Certificate Program 

Ft. ~on Beach, Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Aug 20-24 • M-F • 8:30am4:3Opm • 23010S06N 
Project Management Fundamentals 

Ft. Walton Beach, Florida ................. " ............ " ............ Aug 20-24 • M-F • 8:30am4:30pm • 23010606N 

Advanced Contract Management 
Certificate Program (One Week Formal) .. . ........... ' ... , ...... Aug 27-31 • M-F' 8:30am4:3Opm • 23020:102N 

Proposal Preparation ........................................ Sept 10-17· M· 6·9pm· 23020001N 
Project Team Development and DynamicS .... . .. , ....... Sept 11-Oct 2' T· 6-9pm • 23020204N 
Interior Design I . . . . . ............... Sept l8-Nov 20' T' 9-11am ·23020187N 

OR . . .Sept l8-Nov 20 • T· 6-8pm '23020188N 
· ...... Sept 2O-Nov 29 • Th • 6-8pm • 23020180N Architectural Drawing 

Current Procurement Issues . 
Principles of Supervision .. 

. ."....... ..,......... .. ... Sept 24-Oct 1 • M • 8-9pm • 23020002N 
. .Sept 24-Nov 26 • M • 6-9pm • 23020035N 

Engineering Technologies 
Introduction to Radar Systems ................................. Sept 10-14· M-F· Sam-Noon· 23020007N 
Tactical Missile Fundamentals .... , .. , .Oct 1-5' M-F • 8:30am4:3Opm '23020178N 
Six Degrees of Freedom (DOF) 

Simulation and Missile Guidance Control. 
Introduction to Propulsion .... , ..... 
Helicopter Operations Overview .. 
Modeling and Simulation of Radar Systems 
Liquid Propulsion Technology 

FOR INFORMATION OR A CATALOG 
.. Phone: 824.6372 or 800.448.4035 
E-mail: pdinfo@Cepo.conted.uah.edu 
Register On-Line! www.coned ..... h.edu 
An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution 

..... Oct 9-Dec 6' T&Th' 6-8pm' 23020156N 
· ...... Oct 22-24 • M-W • Sam·Noon • 2a020165N 
· ... , .. Oct 22-26 • M-F • Sam-5pm • 23020213N 

I 
... Oct 2~Nov 2 • M-F • 8am-Noon • 23020009N . 

.... Nov 26-27' M&T· Sam-Noon' 23020166N 

218341 

UAH® 
The Univets~y of Alabama in Huntsville 
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THIS SCHOOL YEAR'S 

Right now, SunCom is offering our Back-to-School Package. You'll get a free Nokia 5165 handset, 

2,900 airtime minutes, plus SunBurst Messaging. All for just $39. So, now you can send text messages 

on your state-of-the-art handset and enjoy 2,900 minutes of talk time. That's 2,000 Weekend minutes, 

500 Incoming minutes and 400 Anytime minutes. All simply yours to use in your Home 

Coverage Area or in one of over 250 SunCom Cities, from the Gulf Coast to the 

Great Lakes. What could be simpler than that this school year? SunCom. Simply yours. 

A MEMBER OF THE A HkT WIRElESS NETWORK 

1-800-SLJNCOM-l 

Sun 

SunCom Stores: 
Huntsville 
Madison Square Mall 
5901 University Drive 
256-837-8662 

Decatur 
Kroger Plaza 
1101 8eltline Road SW 
256-353-6202 

Florence 
Parkway Shopping Center 
2701 W. Mall Drive 
Suite 3 
256-768-1840 

Madison 
Wal-Mart Plaza Shopping Center 
Hwy.20 
256-772-7770 

Also available at: 
Audio Connection 
Huntsville 

Comtel 
Huntsville 

Danlin Enterprises 
Huntsville 

New World Communications 
Florence 
Rainbow City 

Pruitt's Office Machines 
Decatur 

Railroad Bazaar. 
Decatur 

Sharp Communications 
Huntsville 

SunCel 
Florence 

SureCom 
Huntsville 

ValleyCom 
Florence 

METQOCAll 

CIRCUIT CITY. 

Business Sales: Huntsville 256-722-7800 • Decatur 256-722-7800 
© 2001 SunCom. Requires new activation, credit approval, activation fee, annual contract, a cancellation fee of $12.50 per month remaining in contract and a TDMA tri­
mode digital phone. Plan and coverage not available in all areas. Rates do not apply to credit card calls or if a call is placed or received offshore or outside of the SunCom 
Home Coverage Area. Airtime for each call is rounded up to the next full minute. Monthly included minutes cannot be carried over to any other month and must be used 
in your SunCom Home Calling Area. Roaming, long distance, additional minute charges, other restrictions, charges, surcharges and taxes may apply. Weekend times are 

, , , , " , . , • f.r~~, Friday at 8 >.m. until Monday at 7 a.m. Su~j;tt. t.o:t~~rll~ and conditions contained in the SunCom Welcome Guide i\n,d service and feature plans. and coverage area 
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Valued achievements 
Members of THAAD Project Office received outstanding achievement awards 
through the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization during the Department of 
Defense's 2001 Value Engineering Achievement Awards ceremony June 6. Recip­
ients include, from left, Col. Pat O'Reilly, project manager; Nancy Sims, from the 
AMCOM Command VE Office; Jamie Martin, Patriot Production and Configuration 
Management Division, Lower Tier Project Office; and Larry Easterwood, director 
of the THAAD Manufacturing and Product Assurance Directorate. 

• Try building a community around you 

Commentary 
continued from page 2 

many reasons, both good and bad. 
First, with more than 91 percent 'of 

enlisted wives working outside the home, 
wives are too busy with their jobs and 
families to participate in spouse 
clubs. These same wives may be reluctant 
to join spouse clubs anyway since some 
clubs are more oriented toward stay-at­
home moms and aggravate the old debate 
about whether to work or be a homemak­
er. I don't need to mention that spouse 
clubs sometimes earn the reputation of 
harboring gossip-mongers, and spouse 
club leaders may need to reassess their 
approach to club management. 

One of the worst reasons, however, for 
the decline of spouse clubs these days is 
that no one wants to be a "joiner." The 
cultural phenomenon of everyone stress­
ing their independence and self-sufficien­
cy contrasts directly with the need to build 
communities of people with common 
interest. 

We as military wives need to ask our­
selves: Is this a healthy attitude for me 
and my family given that we will relocate 
every three years and given that relocation 
tops the charts of "most stressful" 
lists? You will not only benefit personally, 
but by building a network around yourself 
you can help your husband and kids 
become acquainted with new 
friends. Everyone knows the benefits of 

. having friends around to support you in 
difficult times, the question is how to go 
about it. 

Spouse clubs are the most obvious 
beginning toward building a community 
around you because they focus on a com­
mon interest: women living and/or recent­
ly moving to a military base. However, 
there are many other types of organiza­
tions that may peak your interest. 

Consider looking into the following 
opportunities: book clubs; philanthropic 
organizations such as homeless shelters 
and educational mentors, or the Junior 
League; fitness clubs for tennis, golf, hik­
ing, biking and scuba diving; women's 
networking groups like the local 
Women's Chamber of Commerce or 
local professional organizations; kids 
playgroups (Gymboree has classes for 
babies as young as 3 months); local gov­
ernment recreational offerings such as 
writing workshops and art classes; invest­
ment and. finance clubs; or go back to 
school. Check your post newspaper, 
library or bookstore for notices of upcom­
ing meetings. 

Finally, remember what it is like to 
move to a new base. Introduce yourself 
to new neighbors and support community 
organizations. Your good deed may come 
back to help you some day. 

Editor's note: CinCHouse.comis a 
volunteer organization and web portal 
recognized officially by DoD in the same 
way as a spouse club. Its web site is 
www.cinchouse.com. 

FALL SCHEDULE 

2001 
HUNTSVILLE CENTER 

for 
TECHNOLOGY 

Adult Technical Training 

MONDAY 
AutoCAD 2000 
HVAC I 
Small Engine Repair 
House Wiring 

MONDAY 
'C/C++ Programming 

'Microsoft Excel 2000, 
Introduction 

'Windows '98 
Introduction 

TUESDAY 
AutoCAD 2000 
Auto Body Repair, I 
Welding Practice, I 

TUESDAY 
'Microsoft Office 2000, 
Part One (Word/Excel) 
'Learning To Use 

The Internet 
'Introduction to 

Computers 

WEDNESDAY 
AutoCAD 2000 
House Construction 
Precision Machine Shop 

WEDNESDAY 
'Computer Keyboarding 

'Making Web Pages, 
Intro 

THURSDAY 
Auto Body Repair, Advanced 
Basic Cabinetmaking 
Brick/Block Masonry 
Welding Practice II 

THURSDAY 
'Introduction To Computers 

'Micosoft Word 2000, 
Introduction 

'Windows '98, Introduction 

REGISTRATION 
August 6-9 
August 10 

Noon - 8 pm 
8 am - 3 pm 

Limited Enrollment · 11 Students Per Class 

CIIII CCodllY 

HeT 2800 Drake Avenue 
(next to the new senior center) 

Huntsville, AL 35805 
(256) 428 - 7814 

Dr. Ann Ray Moore, Supt. 
Huntsville City Schools 

Marvin Winston, Administrator '" 
or email:mwinston@hsv.k12.al.us :;: 
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: Soldier Show brings 
<u 

i Hollywood glitz to 
i Von Braun Center 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

OPENING NUMBER- The Soldier Show perform4:!rs hit the stage danCing with 
their first song, "We Are thE! One," following the theme of this year's show "We Are 
One," supporting the new Army slogan, An Army lof One. 

Energetic musical routines 
entertain local audience 

By SANDY RIEBELING 
Staff writer 

Witnes~ing the energetic perfonnance 
of the 2001 Army Soldier Show July 25-
26, you never would have guessed the tour 
had been plagued with bus breakdowns, 
an auto accident and one broken nose. It's 
been an adventure for the 29-member cast 
and crew, and they're loving every minute 
of it. 

So was the audience. Soldiers from the 
832nd Ordnance Battalion attending the 2 
p.m. show July 25 at the Von Braun Cen­
ter's Concert Hall whooped and yelled 
their approval as the high-stepping show 
got under way with the glittery number, 
"We Are the One." 

From the Andrew Sisters to the Beatles 
to the Back Street Boys, they jazzed their 
way through musical history. The audi­
ence especially loved the Sonny and Cher 
bit and the soldier and drill sergeant 
songs. Soldiers went into their tent after a 
long day of field exercises groaning about 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

FINALE- Bringing the show to a close, all 16 cast members take the stage to sing the final song. After the curtain closed, 
cast members stood by the exit doors to the Von B:raun Center's Concert Hall and talked with the audience as they depart­
ed. 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

HILLBILLY HUMOR- With a little touch 
of Hollywood, performers in the 2001 
Army Soldier Show portray the Soggy 
Bottom Boys from the movie "0 Broth­
er, Where Art Thou?" 

the hard life and came out dressed in silk 
pajamas crooning about evening dreams. 

Dipping into the Hollywood scene, 
performers wowed the crowd with a 
"Charlie's Angels" number and later in 
the show had a little hillbilly fun as the 
Soggy Bottom Boys from the movie "0 
Brother, Where Art Thou?" 

"We're out here doing what we do 
because we like to perfonn but what 
makes it great is the audience," Sgt. Lisa 
Northey, stage manager, said. "We feed 
off the audience. The work is grueling but 
it's worth it because we're entertaining 
soldiers and families." 

The Soldier Show is a production for 
the soldiers, by the soldiers. Active duty 
soldiers audition and if selected, take 
eight months off their regular duty for 
the Army Soldier Show tour. The group 
rehearses for six weeks before taking 
their show on the road to about 50 loca­
tions worldwide and perfonn nearly 115 
&hows. 

"You know, there's a dance and routine 
you see on stage, but there's also a rou­
tine, much like a dance that goes on back­
stage to see that everyone is in their cos­
tumes and in their places. We're about a 
third of the way into the tour. It takes a 
while to get everything together but now 
we know that dance and things are going 
well, except for the buses." 

The crew started the tour with the bus 
purchased three years ago for the soldier 
show but June 5 on the way to Fort Eustis, 
Va., the bus was involved in an accident. 
Most of the cast received only minor cuts 
and bruises but Spec. Shaun Adams broke 
his nose in the crash. Nevertheless, the 
show must go on, and it did, despite the 
mishaps. Adams was able to continue on 
the tour as a perfonner . 

. "We're like a big family," Sgt. Carolyn 
Washington, perfomler, said. "We fight; 
we love each other. That's what happens 
when you live so closely for so long. You 
become family." 

There are no prima donnas in this 
group. The cast is responsible for the set 
up and tear down of 20 tons of equipment 
for every show. Their teamwork is the 
essence of the theme of the show "We Are 

See Show on page 15 
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• Soldier Show wows audience in Huntsville 

Show 
continued from page 14 

One" which highlights the Army concepts 
that "though we are many, we are one; 
though we are different, we are one ... that 
combined individual strength creates an 
unbreakable chain. With a common goal 
or mission, many will become, 'An Army 
of One.'" 

• It ~as a message the audience, soldiers 

and civilians alike, understood and appre­
ciated. 

"It was more than I expected, to tell 
you the truth," Pvt. Jeremy Tillman, B 
Company, 832nd Ordnance Battalion, 
said. "It was fantastic." 

Sponsors of the 2001 tour include 
United Services Planning Association 
Inc. and Independent Research 
Agency for Life Insurance Inc., 
Maingate.com, and the Army Nation- -
al Guard. 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

WORKING HARD- In a rewrite of Michael Jackson's song "Working Day and 
Night," soldiers go from a field exercise into a tent on stage and come out dressed 
~ silk pajama's, singing "Evening Dreams." 

Buy It Or Sell It In The 

R 
532-4300 • Fax (256) 532-4349 

FOWLER . 
. SOD FARM 

- Bermuda Sod - Fescue Sod - Zoysia Sod - Scoop Mulch 

Sold By Piece Or By Pallet 
- Delivery Available -

3252 LEEMAN FERRY RD. • HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801 
880-8089 

" 

e created a higher 
standard with your 
lifestyle in mind. 

For a limited time only - Westminster Homes will pay 
ALL CLOSING COSTS * when you buy today! 

We invite you to visit any of our communities and 
discover why homebuyers just like yourself have 

made us their builder of choice in Madison County. 

MADISON 
Colinwood 
From $115,990. Take HWy. 72W, 
go south on Wall Triana, west on 
Gillespie. Turn left onto·Twelve 
Oaks. Colinwood Community in 
back. (256) 721-3900 

St. Charles Place 
From $154,990. Take Madison 
Blvd., go north on Wall Triana, 
St. Charles Place on right. 
(256) 772-8700 

Ashley Green 
From $154,990. Take Hwy. 72W, 
go south on Wall Triana, turn 
right onto Misty Glade Court. 
(256) 830-6757 

HUNTSVILLE 
Creekwood 
From $93,990. Take Hwy 72W, 
go south on Slaughter Road, 
turn left into Creekwood. 
(256) 430-0133 

Hidden Lake 
From the $220's. Take 431 S, 
go right on Sutton Road, left on 
Old Big Cove Road. Go 1.7 miles, 
turn left onto Hidden Lake Drive. 
(256) 539-0775 

Shadow Creek 
From $97,990. Take Madison 
Blvd., go south on Zierdt Road, 
go 4 miles, turn right into 
Shadow Creek. (256) 461-4126 

I~I-i. Westminster 
= --= HomeSTM 

@ 
fOUALHOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

a K Hovnanian Company HOMEBUYERS 
.11 •• ' ••• Building Quality Homes for Generations 

Sales Centers Open Mon-Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6 
• Contracts must be written between July 1 . July 31, 2001, Closing date prior to August 31, 2001 

www.westminsterhomes.com 
~ 
!:: 

~--___ ~r 
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Thousands attend Army concert 
during Armed Forces Week 

By SANDY RIEBELING 
StajJwriter 

Not even the sw<~ltering temperatures 
could wilt the enthusiasm of the crowd 
attending the concert in the park with the 
100th Division Army Reserve Band July 
23. Thousands gathered with picnic sup­
pers, lawn chairs and blankets, settling 
across the lawn at Big Spring Park to 
enjoy the music, military equipment dis­
plays and fireworks finale. 

The military theme of the evening :vas 
one of several events in the community to 
support Armed Forces Week. Military dis­
plays included helicopters, robotics 
equipment, Multiple Launch Rocket Sys­
tem, howitzer and other hardware. Mem­
bers of the 2001 Army Soldier Show tour 
entertained the crowd with a little preview 
of their show before the Army band took 
the stage. 

The 100th Division Army Band out of 

Fort Knox, Ky., offered something for 
everyone, young and old alike, but it was 
obvious that they were performing for a 
Southern crowd. During a medley of Con­
federate era songs, several people stood 
up and applauded when the "Dixie" tune 
began. 
_ "I know where I am tonight," band­

master CWO 4 Larry Barton said, after 
the medley was finished. "This is the only 
place we get applause right in the middle 
for this music. I'm a Southern boy too, 
though, so I know what it's all about." 

"There's more variety tonight than at 
the other concerts," said Lynn Burbach, 
Who brought her daughter Maddie, 11 
months old, to hear the band. "We loved 
the girls in the costume (soldier's show). 
All we need now is for someone to tum 
the fans on." 

Others in the crowd brought handheld 
fans; some like Carolyn Purser, had one 
decorated with the American flag. "It (the 
concert) was wonderful," she said. "It 
makes you feel good; proud to be an 
American." 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

REMOTE CONTROL-- Several pieces of Army eqUipment were on public display 
at the concert in the park July 23 for Armed Forces Week. Contractors supporting 
the Unmanned Ground Vehicle/Systems Joint~roject Office. gave tile public an up­
~~se'I~)i ~,$Ome ,clf their roootics . systems, 'inclUding '~Sel;ge:~' 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN- This was the first time Bob and Carolyn Purser 
have made it out to Big Spring Park to hear an Army band. "It was wonderful," Car­
olyn said. "It made me feel good- very patriotic." 

Photo by Sandy Riebeling 

PLAYING IN A TRAVELING BAND-The 1 DOth Division Army Reserve Band played 
for a crowd of thousands at Big Spring Park in Huntsville July 23 as part of the 
celebration of Armed Forces Week. Band members Spec. Amanda Garrett ~ 
Spec. Jason Travis perform with the band about 25 times a year ~uring their one­
weekend a month and two weeks a year training. . . . ; 



Lynyrd Skynyrd 
The rock band Lynyrd Skynyrd, along with .38 Special, will perform Aug. 25 at the 
Redstone Arsenal Activity Field. Gates open at 6 p.m. and the show starts at 8. 
Tickets cost $25 in advance or $30 at the gate. Tickets are on sale at Sparkman 
Cafeteria, building 5302; Post Exchange cashiers window; RSA Information, Tick­
et & Registration Office, building 3711 on Patton Road at 876-4531 (from 4-9 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday; or charge by phone at 830-CLUB (from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.). The Morale Welfare and Recreation web site can be reached as follows: 
www.redstonemwr.com. 

We a/so have: 
Living Rooms 

Bedrooms 
Futons/Day Beds 

Dinettes 
Entertainment Centers 

Computer Hutches 
Lamps 

Headboards 
Bedding 

Presentingfotons with a price 
that commands attention! 

Homesitesfrom}SO's 
HOInes from the $300's 

-one mile jogging trail 

-future pool & cabana. Amenities inclusing pool, 

ENFINGER 
DEVELOPMENT 
fNCOItl'OltAHO 

tennis courts & Carriage House. 

Madison City Schools 

Open Daily 

Carriage House 

(256) 772-8050 

Directions: 1565W, Won Wall Triana exit, Left on Madison Blvd, Right on 
County iine Rd, Left into Waterford 
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Club volleyball sets girls up for success 
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Redstone familil~s committed 
to nurturing interest in sport 

By BETH SKARUPA 
Staff writer 

nationals last year as a 12-and-under team 
and this year it went in the 13-and-under 
category. The players are all rising eighth­
graders at area middle schools. 

Although NASA volleyball players 
......, may want to shoot for the moon, the 
8 young girls playing in this club have no 
~ 
......,- affiliation with the organization that puts 

"It's a huge difference between 12- and 
13-year-olds. The younger teams don't 
block, they don't transition," Wigley said. 
"Once they're in the 13-and-under catego~ 
ry, they begin to play how they play in the 
varsity level teams. The game is much, 
much faster paced, so I thought they did a 
great job transitioning from 12 to 13." 

'" rockets into orbit -- unless their parents 
~ happen to work at Redstone Arsenal. 
~ In this case the acronym stands for the 

North Alabama Spiker's Association, a 
club formed in 1990 to introduce Junior 
Olympic volleyball to the Huntsville com" 
munity. And the more than 150 players, 
ages 10-19, from schools within a 100-
mile radius of Huntsville are shooting for 
high performance when they decide to par­
ticipate in club volleyball. They compete 
at a higher level than their high school or 
recreational teams, especially if they're 
members of a power team like NASA 131 
that goes to the bigger tournaments. 

While most of us were celebrating the 
Fourth of July weekend, NASA 131 was 
hard at work playing at the Junior 
Olympics volleyball tournament July 1-4. 
They placed 27 out of 64, quite an 
achievement, according to head coach 
Tanya Wigley. The team qualified for 

She praised the players for being hard 
working and dedicated and stressed how 
important it was that their families were 
committed to the team as well. "The 
whole family has to be committed to 
being here and understanding what they're 
doing. And these girls have really 
improved over the two years I've been 
with them," she said. 

AI Carreon, who works with PEO Avia­
tion at Redstone, served as the team's man­
ager this year as well as secretary on the 
NASA board of directors. His daughter 
Sarah is a member of NASA 131, so he has 
intimate knowledge of the amount of time 
and energy that is involved in being a team 
parent. He thinks it's important for parents to 
nurture their daughter's interest in volleyball. 

"I guess one of the main reasons is that 
they form a bond, not only on the court 

RedSto1U~ Rocket 
4 IDay 3 Night Resort 

Vacati<Jn Give-,Away Contest 
'Ve're giving a~{ay a vacation 

every week for 52 weeks! 

Look through the pages of this weeks 
Redstone Rocket for the entry form. 

RULES: 
PI(~ase read rules below carefully. 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 
Cont"t runs from March 7, 2001 until February 27, 2002. You do not have to be present to win. All you have to do is find the Rocket contest page located somewhere 
in this paper. Fill out theentry form and drop by any of the participating businesses found on that page. Contest will have one winner per week for 52 weeks. A winner 
will be randomly drawn each Wednesday from all entries received.Trips do not include transportation. Each 4 day/] night vacation package include; accommodations. 
double occupancy for two adults. Approximate retail value is $599.98.Thirty-five day notice required to reserve room. Some restrictions or black out dates may apply. 
Trip mustbe taken by May 31, 2002. You may enter as many times as you like, but only one vacation per family will be awarded throughout the duration of the 
contesl. You must be 18 years or old,~r as of date of entry and legal resident of A abama or Tenn'ssee. Employees and families of The Huntsville Times and 
participating merchants are not eligible. Income and other taxes, lf any, are the sale responsibility of the winner.Odds of winning are based on the number of entries 
received.Subject to all federal. state, and local laws and regulations;void outside Alahlma and Tennessee and where prohibited. :\0 substitution for prize except by 
sponsor in case of unavailabilit} in which case a prize of equal or greater value will be substituted. The Huntsville Times has no responsibility or liability to the winner 
or any participants, once a winner is determined, other than that which is set forth hereir . Acceptance of prize constitutes permission to use \Hnner's name and likeness 
for adlertising and publicity purposes at the discretion of the sponsors without addittonal consent or compensation, except where prohibited. The winner may be 
required to execute an affidavit of eligibility and winner and guests may be required to execute a liability/publicity release which must be returned II ithrn 30 dm of 
notification or an alternate winner may be selected.Decision of the judges is final.Mechanically reproduced entries will not be accepted. For the came of the priLe 
winners send a self-addressed stanlped I,nvelope to Contest Winners List, c/o Huntsville Times, P.O. Box 1487 WS. Huntsville. ALJ5807 after ],6/2IJ02. 

Photo by Beth Skarupa 

HEADS UP- Justine Antoine, an 
upcoming eighth-grader and member 
of the North Alabama Spiker's Associ­
ation volleyball team 131, gets ready to 
make a return during practice. 

but I see them go to movies together, they 
go to parties together and they have each 
other to do things with," he said. 

Wigley agrees that volleyball offers 
young girls more than just the confidence 
of being able to play well. ''The main 
thing is, I think they only have a short 
time in their lives to enjoy the kind of 
camaraderie, teamwork and commitment 
that you find in volleyball, or really in all 
team sports. They only have 8-10 years 
and that's if they get to play college vol­
leyball," she said. "It teaches them life 
lessons and life skills - how to cooperate 

as a team, following instructions, picking 
each other up when they're feeling down. 
That can happen with any extracurricular 
activity but I like team sports especially 
because it teaches them to work together 
and they have to know how to work 
together with others their whole lives." 

NASA 131 team members include ..,­
tine Antoine, Sarah Carreon, Emily Fore­
man, Caitlin Chalk, Sarah Brewster, Jenny 
Grannan, fillsty Grannan, Judi Luckett, 
Kaitlyn McDaniel, Jordan Scott, Nickie 
Perkins and Blair Stapp. 

Chalk, an upcoming eighth-grader at 
Challenger Middle School, has played on 
the team two years. She said she started 
playing with NASA because she thought 
it would be fun. She especially enjoyed 
competing at the Junior Olympics again 
this year. 

"Some of the teams were really tou.j-'" 
and then some of them, they're like - I 
don't know, but most of them came from 
tournaments we've been to, like the ones 
in Kentucky and Indiana, so we've known 
them," she said. "That helped when we 
were playing against them." 

This was the first year that Grannan - an 
upcoming eighth-grader at Whitesburg Mid­
dle School whose father is a deputy manager 
for JLENS lProject Office - played on the 
team. She said she learned a lot and "got 
more into the groove of the game." 

"I had played once at Whitesburg for 
my seventh-grade year but NASA was ~ 
first year playing club volleyball," she 
said. ''There's a lot more practices and 
you get to go out of the county, out of 
Alabama and to overnight tournaments. 
It's more fun than school volleyball I 
think." 
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~ Vietnam veteran goes from 
~ baHlefield to mission field 

~ ... ~ 
~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 

. -

Courtesy photo 

DRAFTED- Wade Franks served 18 monlths in Viet­
nam during 1969-7(). Thirty years later he I'eturned to 
find peace. 

Franks shares war stories, 
celebrates newfound peace 
By SANDY RIEBELING 
Staff writer 

Stumbling into the bar, Wade Franks settles himself 
on a barstool swiping at the matted hair hanging in 
his eyes. Already stoned on pot, Franks bangs a fist 

on the bar, demanding a beer; commencing his nightly 
ritual. Drugs are only the appetizer. It's the liquor that 
will finally transport him to a more peaceful place, where 
the horrors of war and gUilt of living no longer plague his 
thoughts. Oblivion is the only place he has to call home. 

In a weak moment, Franks lets his thoughts wander to 
what life was like before his days as a ground-pounder in 
the jungles of Vietnam. Will he ever again inhale the 
sweet aroma of homemade cornbread baking in his moth­
er's kitchen or know the feel of clean sheets? Chugging 
his beer, the thoughts vanish. This is his life - no home, 
no family, no career - only the guilt of surviving. 

"Life was so bad when I came home in September 
1970, I didn't tell anybody I was corning. Not my par­
ents~ no one," Franks, Vietnam veteran and Huntsville 
native, said. "I grabbed a taxi and hit the first beverage 
store. For the next four years I stayed high, in a drunken 
stupor. I lived on the road; slept under bridges, at the Sal­
vation Army, hitch-hiking across the country going from 

COMING IN PEACE- Wade Franks, Vietnam veter'" 
and miSSionary, poses with a child of a country he's 
grown to love. 

rock festival to rock festival." 
No matter how Franks tried to rid himself of the war, 

Vietnam had become a part of him. He was drafted in 
1968 and in January 1969 he served with the WIst. Air­
borne Division in Ashau Valley, Vietnam. One cold 

See Mission on page 21 
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,Veteran returns to Vietnam to find peace 

MI·ssl·on back to the field without them. Us grunts, 
we were a close-knit bunch. Many cold 
nights up in the mountains we had to continued from page 20 ' 

rainy night in May 1969, on the ground 
later named Hamburger Hill, Franks' life 
was changed. 

"Rain was pouring dowri in sheets, fog 
had settled down on the mountains," 
Franks said. "My squad was 'on ambush' 
about a hundred yards from the rest of the 
cWpany when the enemy began the worst 
attack on us I'd ever been involved in. I'd 
lost my weapon - it had been blown 
away from me. We were wallowing in the 
mud. I could hear Watt and Simeone cry­
ing and screaming about 50 feet away 
from me, wounded by enemy fire. Me and 
Bobby George tried to crawl over and get 
them but Sgt. Testerman got us by the legs 
and drug us back up the hill. 

"They were 50 feet away and I couldn't 
help them," he said, his voice quivering. 
"These were my close friends, we shared 
food, mail, families- our lives. These 
~n wanted to live as much as I did." 

Several men in his squad died that 
night. Franks suffered a shrapnel wound 
to the hip but it wasn't bad enough to 
"catch that freedom bird home." After a 
month recovery, it was time to go back out 
in the boonies. 

"Getting hit (in the hip) hurt, but some­
thing inside me was crushed after losing 
my friends," he said. "I didn't want to go 

scrunch up together and share body heat. 
Losing them was too much. I would have 
gone AWOL but there was no place to go. 
Jungle was everywhere. I thought, I'd 
rather go to jail than back out to the 
boonies." 

Shortly after that, Franks hooked up 

Courtesy photo 

LITTLE JOE LOST-After serving with 
the 101 st. Airborne Division, Wade 
Franks finished out his Vietnam tour 
with the Scout Dog soldiers. He is pos­
ing with his first dog, Little Joe, who 
was killed while alerting soldiers of the 
approaching enemy. 

A" Ai, C,ndili,ning Bill. 
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.. Phone (256)638-4849 • Toll Free 1-877-280-1383 
e-mail: Info@grahampolysteeLcom • web: www.grahampolysteel.com 

As see on HGTV's Hometime® 219524 

with an old Huntsville friend, Ronnie 
McCrary, serving with the 47th Infantry 
Platoon Scout Dogs. Although it cost him 
an extra six months in country, Franks 
transferred to the Scout Dogs. He and his 
German shepherd, Little Joe, walked out 
in front of the soldiers to alert the squad of 
enemy presence. ,In February 1970, Little 
Joe "died in an ambush, in the place of the 
squad he was walking point for." 

Franks survived the war, returning to 
Huntsville in 1970 but he couldn't find his 
life again. Too many pieces were missing. 
While criss-crossing the country, Franks 
ran into a friend that gave him a message 
from his old high school sweetheart, Gail. 

"It was a napkin with her telephone 
number and address here in Huntsville," 
Franks said. "When I got back here, I 
went to her apartment - hair down to my 
shoulders, wearing a dirty old cutoff T­
shirt and worn out blue jeans. I wasn't 
even wearing shoes." 

"Love is blind," said Gail Franks, about 
that first encounter in 1974. "I was very 
happy to see him. We took up right where 
we left off in high school." 

To the dismay of her parents, she and 
Franks were married two months later. 
The couple began to build a life together. 
They had a daughter, Carmen, in 1975. 
Wade had gotten a job with TVA in 
Scottsboro. "We felt like millionaires," 
Gail said. 

But there was still the drinking, and the 
drugs and the nightmares. 

"Wade didn't talk about Vietnam 

BRING IN THIS COUPON WHEN 
ORDERING & RECEIVE ••• 

much," Gail said. "When he would get ~ 
drunk he would pull all his pictures out ~ . ~ 
and start calling all over the country trymg tv 

to find the guys he served with but he '­
never had any luck." ~ 

'I thought, if I die here, I'd 
hate it because nobody will 
ever know what we went 
through ••• and if I live, they 
still won't .know.' 

- Wade Franks 
Vietnam veteran 

~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

~ --g 
.... 

A few years later, Franks came home to .'­
find his wife sitting in a chair, looking at ~ 
him as never before. He knew something ~ 
was different 'but at the time; he had no 
idea how it would change his life. Gail 
had given her heart to Jesus. She shared 
God's love with Franks, telling him for the 
first time since he was a child how much 
Jesus loved him, no matter where he'd 
been or what he'd done. 

"It touched something in me but I 
rebelled for a few weeks against the call 
of God," Franks said. "Then one morning 
on the way to work, still dark outside, I 
pulled my car over on the side of Highway 
431, got out, knelt down beside the door 
and talked to the Lord." 

Things began to change after that. 
Franks put down the drugs and alcohol 
and picked up the Bible. As he grew in his 

See Mission on page 22 
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~ Common currerlcy for common market: Euro arrives oversea~ 
&:! Nations making change of the most significant milestones on the way to unite' To avoid price manipulation during the introduction of 
~ b ~. the people and countries in Europe. The main goal was the new currency, governments agreed to freeze the rela-
~ to promote sta t Ity to promote stability of the currency in a region where tionship between the national currency and the euro in 
~ 

-~ ~ 
-i3 

By Lt. Col. MANFRED MERTES 
MLRS Project Office 

approximately 300 million people live and work. This 1999. The introduction of fixed exchange rates between 

, ~ Travelers and businessmen frequently going to 

industrial area is probably comparable to the United national currencies and the euro during the period from 
States of America 1999 to 2001 provided the means to calculate prices dur­

The euro is the logic and consequent answer to Glob- ing the transition by all people involved. 
I\) Europe most certainly have heard about the euro. What 
~ 

alization of Economies, and establishes a powerful cur- For example, 1 euro equals 1.95583 DEM or 1 euro 
rency in Europe, comparable to the U.S. dollar and the equals 6.55957 FRF. Other than that procedure, the 
Japanese yen. exchange rate to foreign currencies was more dynam­

is the euro? Is it a m~w acronym for a European citizen, 
....., or is it simply a new car in the European marketplace? 
8 None of the above. 
~ 

In December 1996, in course of the consultations in ic.The initial ratio between euro and the U.S. dollar ~s 
Dublin, the newly designed bills were presented to the 1:1.18; presently it has gone down to 1: 0.85 . .....,' Without spectacular headlines, 12 European nations 

t; started to prepare the transition from their individual 
~ national currencies to a single monetary policy by defin-
:::I • alled " h " '« mg a new common currency, c t e euro. 

'In the early '90s, with the Maastricht Treaty, the 
countries of the European community with the excep­
tion of the United Kingdom, Denmark and Sweden, 
agreed to introduce a common currency polticy as one 

political leadership; and since 1999 the euro is the official To complete the process, bills and coins are going to 
common currency, for bank transaction, cash-less pay- be distributed from Dec. 15 onwards. Starting on Jan. 1, 
ments, and trade of shares. Bank accounts and existing 2002, everybody can use the money for payments 
contracts were changed to euro early in the transition besides the national currency. Cash-less payments will 
phase. Because of the unavailability of bills and coins for be executed in euro only. March 1, 2002 will be the his­
direct payments, the importance of this change is not seen tori cal date, when national currencies disappear from the 
in the public opinion to the extent that it should have been. European scene. 

• Use of Christian symbols forbidden in Vietnam 

Mission 
continued from page 21 

Christian walk, he began to minister to 
others, becoming the unofficial chaplain 
for the TVA Browns Ferry plant in Athens 
where he now works. Though he had 
experienced a life renewal, memories of 
Vietnam still haunted him. 

In 1998, through the ministry of anoth­
er Vietnam veteran, Dave Roever, Franks 

was given the chance to return to Vietnam. 
The program, called "Journey Back," 
enables American veterans to make peace 
with their war experiences and to repre­
sent the United States in a rally with Viet­
namese veterans to promote reconciliation 
between the two nations. 

"I didn't know what to expect that 
first time back," Franks said. "I knew it 
was ordained of God, that's why I went. 
It was the beginning of the healing for 
me. But there was something more 
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Applicants are sought for these openings: 

QA Aircraft Technical Inspector: Inspect and verify proper completion and documentation of safety and 
flight discrepancies. Brief and debrief pilots and crew members aSSigned to functional check flights. AA in 
engineering, science or mathematics and two years of relevant experience or equivalent combination of 
education, training and experience required. Should have dlocumented training in quality control procedures. 

QA Inspector: Perform mceipt inspection, test and examination of materials, supplies and products and 
services received from subcontractors to ensure compliance. AA in engineering, science or mathematics 
and two years of relevant experience or equivalent combination of education, training and experience 
required. Should have documented training in quality control procedures. 

Aircraft Mechanic: Repairs aircraft structures and performs final operational testing and troubleshooting. 
High School Diploma or GED and five years UH-60 BlackHawk experience required. 

Sheet Metal Mechanics (3): Plans, lays out, fabricates, a:,sembles, installs, and repairs sheet metal parts, 
equipment and products. High School Diploma or GED and five years sheet metal experience required. 
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Parts Clerk: High School Diploma or GED and killing'skills are required. Experience with MS office 
and/or Visual Manufacturing would be a plus. ' 

Manufacturing Safety Coordinator: High School Diploma or GED and 3 years plus experience in 
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Individual must be familiar with traditional Production, Planning and Control functions, job control management 
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(Resumes without salary history will not be considered) OJ 

there. There was a country full of people 
who needed to see the love of Christ. I 
felt as if God told me that even though I 
couldn't help those soldiers crying out 
on the battlefield, there's a country that 
is crying out for help - more than 85 
million, and I was going to be part of 
caring for them." 

Franks returned to Vietnam a year 
later, this time with Gail, through the 
"Journey Forward" program. The couple 
have been back several times since then. 
Wade was selected to serve on a special 
missions team called Roever Educational 
Assistance Projects, International, which 
is an outreach program to the Vietnamese 
people. 

The use of Christian symbols is forbid­
den in Vietnam. REAP sends the message 
of the love of Christ through their com­
munity programs which include a street 
children program in Ho Chi Minh City; a 
scholarship program for children in all 61 
provinces; clothing; medical supplies and 
equipment, emergency relief supplies, 
building village schools; sponsoring 
cataract surgeries; donating bicycles and 
wheelchairs through the veterans' out­
reach; and a Cardiac Care Unit in Nguyen 
Trai Hospital dedicated to treating poor 
patients. 

"During the war, I remember sitting in 

the mountains at night in constant fear -
24-hour-a-day fear - fear like you've 
never known, knowing that you could ~, 
gone any minute," Franks said. "I thought, 
if I die here, I'd hate it because nobody 
will ever know what we went through ... 
and if I live, they still won't know. 

"lowe it to the 59,000 men and women 
who sacrificed to be the very best person I 
can be because I lived. I realized that I can 
make a difference through Jesus," Franks 
said. "We all can. I'm grateful for the sup­
port we get for our ministry work. I'm 
thinking big. I believe God will give us the 
opportunity to have the first Christian cru­
sade in Vietnam. If we can win this coun­
try ... we win big." .-

Since his initial trip back to Vietnam, 
Franks has begun to speak publicly about 
his experiences during the war and his 
reconciliation. On Aug. 5, Dave Roever 
will be a guest speaker at Pulaski Pike 
Church of God, 3912 Pulaski Pike, 
Huntsville, at 6 p.m. Roever, while serv­
ing as a riverboat gunner in Vietnam in 
1969, was burned beyond recognition 
when a phosphorous grenade he was 
poised to throw exploded in his hand, six 
inches from his face. • 

For more information about REAP, 
International, call Franks at (256) 725-
4773. 

IlhlAMortgageAmerica 
we're Bringing lbu Home 

Kristi Tapscott 
Loan Officer/Manager 

. Call today for current rates and 
information on loans with "No PMI" 
G:r 
m!~ 

536-87 46 kristitap@mortgageamerica~com 
924B Merchants Walk - Huntsville, AL 35801 



r 
I 

I 

YOU COULD WIN A VACATION CELEBRATION 

Your Home Away 
From Home 

1535 Sparkman Drive 
Huntsville, Alabama 35816 

(256) 830-8600 • FAX (256) 830-8899 

1 (800) 248-4722 

.·rWe.···.·(:an·.· •.. 

- -- - - - - - - - --- - -- - - -

Win a Vacation 
to one of over 30 destinations 

FREE Vacation given away every weekI 

Fill out the registration form at 'the bottom of this page 
and drop it off at any 

of the businesses on the page. 
We will draw a winner every week, all year long 

Look for official rules elsewhere in this section 

Next to Applebees 

150/0 OFF MENS & :: 
LADIES SUITS 

Win a vacation - Fill out this form and drop it by one of 
the participating businesses on this page. 

No purchase necessary. 

NAME ______________________________________ _ 

ADDRESS, ____________________________________ _ 

CITY ________ ,ST ____________ ---I-ZIP ___ _ 

PHONE (Hl ____________ (W) 

~, v,lii; ~):~ ~1ek~ Gac;; week at onr; of the partl:lpat:n;; businesses. VLstt $~i the 

2719 PATTON ROAD. 539-4724 : businessesloincreaseyourchanceslowin.
i 

~=:::=::======'::::::::;:::=::iZ::;i:=::;::::=========::::::::::::::::':::' .. .:...-.:'-. .:...-.:.--=--::.-.-:.-. .::-~~.:.:::.':~-=--:-::;-;.~~-:..:-:..:-~-:..:.: ... -:..:.:-:.::-~,:-:...:-:...:-:...:.-::-=-:..=...:-:,.:-;:..:-:,.:-=-~::.:-';:"-=,.-.:...-.:...-=---=---=--.:.--=---=--..:....3 ~ ~_ 
,..;:..;.:; , , ':1 J ~ ! : I 



~ 
~ 
~ Ten-Miler tryouts 
:: 

~ ~ A tryout for Redstone Arsenal's team in 
~ the annual Army Ten··Miler will be held 7 
R:: a.m. Saturday beginning and ending at 
~ 
~ Sparkman Fitness Center. The team is to 

consist of 10 members, including six mil­
...... itary and four civilians, plus coach Skip 
~ N Vaughn and assistant coach Alexander 
...... - Steel. Eligible persons include military, 
~ Army civilian workers,. military family 
gr members and Army civilian family mem­

-.:c: bers. They should be stationed here 

-

through December. The Army Ten-Miler 
is Oct. 14 in Washington, D.C. For more 
information, call Vaughn 876-1500 or 
Steel 876-3867. 

Professional hockley 
CWFC will have tickets for the NHL pre­
season game between the Nashville 
Predators and the Columbus Bluejackets, 
Sept. 21 at the Von Braun Center. If the 
schedule permits, there could also be a 
trip to Nashville for a St. Louis Blues 
game. For more information, call Mary 
Ann of the Civilian Welfare Fund Council 
313-5924. 

Outdoor recreation volunteers 
Outdoor Recreation will accept applica­
tions for volunteers Aug. 1-15 from 9:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Eligible persons interested 
should pick up and tum in their applica­
tions at Outdoor Recreation, building 
5132 during those hours. Bring proper 
identification (driver's license and RSA 
civilian or contractor badge, or military 
ID). For more information, call Potter or 
Glass 876-4868/6854. 

Youth soccer 
Registration for soccer will continue 
through Friday at the Challenger, building 
1500. Eligible youth ages 5-13 - active 
and retired military, DoD, DA, contractors 
and NASA employee dependents - may 
register. The cost is $35 per child for soc­
cer and $15 per child or $35 per family for 
Central Registration Enrollment (if not 
already enrolled with Central Registra­
tion). You may register M-F from 7 a.m. to 
5 p.m. You must have with you at the time 
of registration, a copy of the child's birth 
certificate and a current physical (if not 
already on file at Central Enrollment). 
Practice will begin in August and league 
play will be September through October. 
For more information, call 876-3704, 876-
5437 or page 720-9204. 

Auburn party 
The Huntsville Madison County Auburn 
Club will hold its Annual Party, Aug. 8 at 
the Von Braun Center. The featured speak­
er is Coach Tommy Tuberville. Festivities 
begin at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:30. The 
cost is $55 per couple prepaid ($60 at the 
door) and $32.50 prepaid ($37.50 at the 
door) for adult singles. Cost includes din­
ner ;md club dues. The cost for children is 

An nou ncements 
$17.50 for ages 13 to 18, $12 for age 4 to 
12, and free for children under 3. For 
more information, call Gary Abernathy 
520-8449. 

Triathlon 
Registration is under way for the eighth 
annual Rocketman Triathlon, Aug. 26 at 
7:30 a.m. at the Col. Carroll Hudson 
Recreation Area. For more information, 
call Bob Mulkey 883-7399 (evenings). 

Golf scramble 
The Huntsville Chapter of the Executive 
Women's Golf Association invites every­
one (male and female) to play in a four­
person Golf Scramble, Aug. 18 at 8 a.m. at 
Huntsville Municipal Course. Proceeds 
from the sale of mulligans will benefit the 
"Liz Hurley Breast Cancer Foundation." 
Registration is $55. For more information, 
call Pam Ledgerwood 955-5137 (work) or 
772-6788 (home). 

Scholarship golf tourney 
The third annual Scholarship Golf Tour­
nament, sponsored by Huntsville Alumni 
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity 
Inc., will be held Saturday with a shotgun 
start at 7:30 a.m. at Colonial Golf Course 
in Meridianville. Tournament fees are as 
follows: individual $55, team $220 and 
hole sponsor $100. Fees include golf cart, 
greens fees, gift package, soft drinks and 
lunch. Make check or money order 
payable to Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. 
Register by Friday at the House of Alpha. 
For information call Dwayne Sanders 
961-2206 (day) or 837-0595 (evening), 
Calvin Lawhorn 539-0555 (day) or 837-
9476 (evening), Mace Neal 355-4515 
(day) or 852-2227 (evening), or James 
Mitchell 895-7413 (day) or 859-9979 
(evening). 

AMCOM town hall 
The last Town Hall meeting with Maj. 
Gen. Al Sullivan, commander of the Avia­
tion and Missile Command and Redstone 
Arsenal, will be held 9-11 a.m. Thursday 
in the Bob Jones Auditorium. The meeting 
will feature updates on QDR (Quadrenni­
al Defense Review) Reshape, the Person­
nel Management Processes Campaign 
Plan, People Process Initiatives" Organi­
zational Success and infrastructure 
improvements. Badges must be worn by 
all attending. The town hall will be broad­
cast on Team Redstone television channel 
42. Ten seats for the hearing impaired will 
be reserved in Section 7 of the auditorium. 

Systems acquisition course 
On Aug. 4-9, the Tennessee Valley Chap­
ter of National Defense Industrial Associ­
ation will again provide the community 
with the course "Overview of Systems 
Acquisition and Management." For more 
information and to sign up. go to the 
NDTA Tennessee Valley C'jl'T\(" ''.'cl~;ite 

as follows: www.ndia-tvc.org. 

Engineering management 
American Society for Engineering Man­
agement 2001 Conference will be held 
Oct. 11-13 at the Huntsville Marriott. For 
more information, call Angel Armstrong 
842-9416. 

Space and missile defense 
The fourth annual Space and Missile 
Defense Conference and Exhibition, pre­
senting "Missile Defense Capabilities 
Beyond 2010," will take place Aug. 20-23 
at the Von Braun Center. A golf tourna­
ment will be held Aug. 20 at the Robert 
Trent Jones Golf Trail Hampton Cove 
course. The conference is sponsored by 
the Space and Missile Defense Industrial 
Association, the National Defense Indus­
trial Association Tennessee Valley Chap­
ter, and the Air Defense Artillery Associa­
tion-Huntsville Chapter. For more infor­
mation, visit the web site at www.ndia­
tvc.orglsmdc2001. You may also call 533-
5923 or fax 534-9899. 

Alcoholics anonymous 
An Alcoholics Anonymous meeting is 
held 11 a.m. Thursdays at Sparkman Cen­
ter building 5304, room 4309. For more 
information, call the AA central office 
885-0323. 

Newcomers orientation 
Leam about Redstone Arsenal by attend­
ing the Army Community Service New­
comers' Orientation to be held Aug. 7 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon at building 3447. 
The orientation features speakers, infor­
mation booths, and a tour of Redstone 
Arsenal. Participants receive Morale, Wel­
fare and Recreation bucks that can be 
spent at any MWR activity. Attendance is 
mandatory for permanently assigned mili­
tary personnel. Spouses are encouraged 
to attend. Child care is provided at the 
Child Development Center by signing up 
and bringing the child's shot records. For 
more information, call Mary Breeden or 
Kristi Foster 876-5397. 

Toastmasters 
Michael Jordan once said, "I've missed 
over 9,000 shots in my career. I've lost 
over 300 games. Twenty-six times I took 
the game winning shot and missed ... and 
because of these failures, I'm a success." 
If you are ready to march past your fear of 
public speaking, visit Toastmasters. Sure 
you will make mistakes, but you learn 
from them in a positive, supportive atmos­
phere that will ensure future victory. Stop 
by and see how it works. The Communi­
cator Toastmaster Club meets Thursdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Spark­
man Center building 5304. For more 
information, can Ron Legowik 876-5619 
or Jae Steele 955-1705. 

Sergeants major 
The Serge<!nts Major Association will 
hold its monthly meeting Aug. 16 from 
(,:30-":30 in the morning at Redstone 

Golf Course, For information call Sgt. 
Maj. Bob Furia 842-9770. 

Motorcycle riders 
The Gold Wing Road Riders Association, 
Chapter B meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at Ryan's Family 
Steakhouse, 10017 South Memorial Park­
way. Visitors are welcome. For more 
information call Roy Fosnight, assist~t 
chapter director, 721-9151 (home). 

Marine Corps league 
The Brandon-Wilbourn Detachment of 
the Marine Corps League meets the sec­
ond Tuesday of each month. Its next meet­
ing is 6:30 p.m. Aug. 14 at the American 
Legion, Post 237,2900 Drake Ave. 

Fire training 
The rookie school for Huntsville Fire a. 
Rescue will do live bums in the 1400 area 
Aug. 8 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. An excess 
four-plex will be burned for training. The 
lower area of Nike Street intersecting 
Spartan Drive will be congested with fire 
apparatus during the exercise. One lane cif 
Nike Street should be open for local traf­
fic. Area residents should be able to drive 
to and from their homes with minimum or 
no delay. Redstone fire officials ask that 
people not tour this area while the exer­
cise is under way. 

Career workshop • 
Attention, military spouses: Are you inter­
ested in working, but not quite sure what 
job is right for you? Are you dissatisfied 
with your present job? Looking for alter­
natives? If so, call 876-5397 and register 
for a free workshop to help you under­
stand the relationship between your per­
sonality type and career satisfaction. This 
workshop will be held Aug. 16 at 10 a.m. 
at Army Community Service, building 
3491. Free childcare is available. For 
more information, call Debra Jefferi.n 
876-5397. 

Education for soldiers 
Soldiers eligible to receive benefits under 
the Veterans Educational Assistance Pro­
gram are now able to convert these bene­
fits to the Montgomery GI Bill. The Veter­
ans Benefits. and Health Care Improve­
ment Act of :WOO established under Public 
Law 106-419 allows former VEAP 
enrollees to make this change. Soldii;'> 
who have served continuously in an active 
duty status from Oct. 9, 1996 through 
April 1, 2000 and were VEAP participants 
Oct. 9, 1996 are eligible for this program. 
A decision must be made by Oct. 31 to 
enroll in the MGIB. Once the change has 
been made, the decision is irrevocable, 
according to the Education Center. For 
more information, call the Education Cen­
ter 876-9761. 

See Announcements on page 25 



An nou ncements 
Mr. Man Premiere 
SB Productions will present the 11th 
annual Mr. Man Premiere, Aug. 18 at the 
Von Braun Center north hall. Sponsors 
include the Men's Wearhouse, CACH'E, 
and The Equine Lady. Selected men wiIl 
compete in the areas of style, composure 
of manner, personality and performance 
for the honorable title of Mr. Man. Con­
testants will be escorted and assisted by 
feele models. Organizers promise an 
evening of dining, unpredictable drama, 
enchantment, entertainment, dance and­
more. Ticket locations include CACH'E 
(Madison Square Mall) and the Men's 
Wearhouse (HuntsviIle). Proceeds will 
benefit the Madison Community Action 
Team in its efforts to build a center for 
teen-agers of northern Alabama. The 
theme for this year's event is, "If we treat 
each other better as adults, they will treat 
each other better as children." For more 
information, call Samuel Brown (256) 
2,~-4702 or 650-7736 pager. 

Professional development 
Make plans now to attend a professional 
development seminar sponsored by the 
Huntsville-Madison Chapter of Blacks in 
Government. This seminar will be held 
Dec. 6 in the Tom Bevill Center, at a cost 
::>f $125. For more information, call 551-
7230 and leave a voice-mail. 

Lynyrd Skynyrd 
Don't miss the hottest concert of the sum­
ner. MWR is selling tickets for the 
:-ytyrd Skynyrd/.38 Special concert, open 
. 0 the public, Aug. 25 at the Redstone 
<\.ctivity Field. Gates open at 6 p.m. and 
he show starts at 8. All tickets are gener­
tl admission; and ticket prices are $25 
ldvance or $30 at the gate. Tickets are on 
:ale at Sparkman Cafeteria building 5302; 
>X cashiers window; all Papa John's 
>izza locations in North Alabama; CD 
N'arehouse locations in Huntsville and 
)ecatur; Information, Ticket and Regis­
ration Office, building 3711 on Patton 
~oad, call 876-4531 (Wednesday through 
lrittly from 4-9 p.m.); or you can charge 
,y phone at 830-CLUB (from 8 a.m. to 4 
I.m.). The Morale Welfare and Recreation 

• Hardware • Upgrades 
• Software • Customized PCS 
• Network • Cable & Accessories 
• Servers 

~.i"r ...... c. qrte"Rf -
Gov'UMPAC Credit Cards Accepted 

BPA listed 
CCR Registered 

web site is as follows: www.red­
stonemwr.com. 

Barbecue cookout 
Post Restaurant will serve barbecue ribs 
Aug. 8 outside on the Sparkman Center 
Patio. The menu includes ribs served dry 
or with red barbecue sauce, bread, drink, 
and choice of two sides- cole slaw, pota­
to salad, baked beans, or potato chips for 
$6.50. Arrange or take larger orders in 
advance: slab of ribs, $9.75; pint of cole 
slaw, $1.75; pint of potato salad, $1.75; 
pint of baked beans, $1.75; large chips or 
rolls, $1.25; or slab of ribs, two sides, and 
rolls for $13.75. 

Arts and crafts 
The arts and crafts shop at building 3615 
offers classes in oil painting, watercolor 
and other skills. For more information, 
call 876-7951. 

Enlisted spouses 
The Enlisted Spouses Club is seeking new 
members. This club offers a fun way to 
meet new people and help support the 
community. Meetings are held once a 
month. All active duty as well as retired 
enlisted spouses are welcome. For more 
information, call Sonya 726-9394. 

Property sale 
The Directorate of Community and Fami­
ly Activities will hold a NAF property Tag 
Sale from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. today through 
Friday. All items will be pre-priced with a 
two-part price tag attached. One part will 
be carried to the cashier for payment of 
that item. With your receipt, you may 
immediately pick up your purchased 
items from the sale site. Items for sale 
include boat motors, aluminum boats, 
computers, hoteVmotel furniture, restau­
rant furniture and equipment, washers, 
dryers, stoves, dining tables, padded 
chairs, desks, night stands, four-drawer 
chests, desk dressers, davenport dressers, 
and wall mounted mirrors. Type of pay­
ment: for non-military, personal checks 
accepted up to a limit of $100, cash, or 
credit card (MasterCard and Visa). To get 
to the site: Enter Redstone Arsenal on Pat-

CableMan Inc. 
Computer Hardware 

Imponer & Distributor 

772-7563 
9582 Madison Blvd· Ste 1 & 3 

Madison 
sales@cmicomputer.com 

Check our web site for more great deals http://www.cmicomputer.com 218292 

ton Road, follow Patton Road south to 
Redstone Road, turn left, go about two 
miles to Warehouse Road -and tum right. 
Go a half-mile to Dogwood Road, tum 
left, follow to building 7436. For more 
information call 876-1418 or visit the web 
site at the following address: www.red­
stonemwr.com. 

Family team building 
Soldiers receive training that will enable 
them to meet the many challenges of mil­
itary service. They will be well trained 
and prepared for the next assignment -
what about you, the family member? 
How will you learn to cope with the chal­
lenges of a military lifestyle? How will 
you learn about military benefits and 
about facilities available to you? These 
questions, and more, will be answered in 
Army Family Team Building classes. 
AFTB is a program developed just for 
you. It is Basic Training for family mem­
bers - without the drill sergeants! The 
program serves the families and soldiers 
of Redstone Arsenal and the surrounding 
communities. AFTB Level 1 courses will 
be offered Sept. 4-6, from 6-9 p.m., at 
Army Community Service (building 
3491, Honest John Road). Free, on-post 
childcare. Space is limited, so call 876-
5397 by Aug. 31 if you would like to 
attend. 

Team success seminar 
The Army Family Team Building staff 
will hold a Team Success Seminar at 6-9 
p.m. Sept. 18 at Army Community Ser­
vice, building 3491. The seminar and 
childcare are free. The program includes 
30-minute blocks of training, information 
for the success of any team. To enroll call 
876-5397. 

Virus screening program 
The Public Health and Education Center 
at Fox Army Health Center is cooperating 
with Auburn University in a screening 
program to detect the presence of West 
Nile Virus in local populations of crows, 
pigeons, and blue jays. If you find sick or 
dead birds from these species on Redstone 
Arsenal, with no apparent trauma, call 

PHEC at 876-8837 for assistance. 

~ 
Army health center ;, 
Fox Army Health Center will hold its "" a-annual Organizational Day celebration ... 

sa Friday. Minimal staffing will be instituted ~ -
and clinics will curtail regular services as ~ 
of 11 that morning to allow maximum ~ 
participation at this event. Same day ... 
urgent appointments will be available ). 
through the Advice Nurse from 11 a.m. to ~ 
8 p.m. in the Primary Care Extended ~ 
Hours Clinic. Advice Nurses are available ....... 
24 hours a day at 955-8888 or 1-800-223- N 

9531 to schedule urgent appointments. § 
The pharmacy, laboratory and radiology 
will be open with limited staffing. The 
Family Practice Combined Clinic will be 
open from 6:30-11 a.m. After 11 a.m., 
urgent active duty patients can be seen by 
calling the Advice Nurse for an urgent 
appointment. 

Troop sick call 
Due to the Troop Medical Clinic closure 
and move to Fox Army Health Center in 
May, the TMC phone numbers are no 
longer in service. Appointments may be 
made by calling 955-8888. For urgent 
problems, sick call is conducted at Fox 
Army Health Center from 6:30-7:30 a.m. 
in the Primary Care Clinic, Team 2. For 
sick call information, call 955-8612. 

Astronomical society 
The Von Braun Astronomical Society will 
hold a program on "Summer Skies: The 
Perseids" at 7:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
planetarium in Monte Sano State Park . 
For more information, call Mitzi Adams 
464-0945. A star-gazing party will follow 
the show. 

Academy applications 
The Janice Mitchell Isbell Academy is ...... 
accepting applications for teachers and 
students. Interested applicants for teach-
ing positions may call Augustus Smith, 
principaVadministrator, 852-7572. Par­
ents/guardians may call Patricia Hill, 
executive director, 851-6354 for student 
enrollment applications. 

See Announcements on page 26 

UAN Ilislener's license 
Call UAH Professional The UAH Listener's Ucense provides the opportunity to 
D .... lopment for infol inexpensively enhance your education by attending lectures, 
fe' 256.624.6372 t'J!. observing class presentations, seeing problems solved, and 

interacting with the teacher. All Wltll8ut tests, required 
attendance, university enrollment, or registration deadlines! 

Registration: begins August 22, 2001 

Math Registration: OOgins August 29, 2001 

Undergraduate fees: $59 plus a parking 
decal & any applicable lab fees 

Graduate fees: $89 plus a parking decal 
& any applicable lab .fees 

Listeners Ucense fees are non-refundable 
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Military retirement 
The Quarterly Retirement Ceremony for 
military retirees will be held at 9 a.m. 
Sept. 20 at Youth Services, building 3148. 
Retirees who wish to participate in the 
ceremony should call MSgt. Loew, 
RASA Support Operations, 876-2819 by 
Sept. 5. 

Community projects .. 
American Society of Military Comptrol­
lers will be collecting school supplies and 
clothing for needy school-aged children. 
Bring items to the ASMC luncheon Aug, 
9 or call Melanie Passero 955-1731 con­
cerning school supplies and Angelia 
Phillips 895-1454 concerning clothing. 

Harris Home thanks 
Harris Home for Children "Appreciation 
Day" will be held 5-7 p:m, Aug. 9 at the 
Huntsville Museum of Art. For more than 
47 years, Harris Home for Children has 
made a dilference in more than 1,4fiiiJ 
children's lives. 

Corvette weekend 
"Corvette Beach Odyssey" will be held 
Sept. 21-22 in Panama City, Fla. Co-hosts 
are the Circle City Corvette Club of 
Dothan and the Emerald Coast Corvette 
Club of Panama City. This event is spon­
sored by lommy Thomas Chevrolet of 
Panama City; and proceeds go to the 
National Corvette Museum, For more 
information call Bo Williams (850) 866-
3733, Wes Burch (850) 265-1271 and 
John Hickman (334) 347-5908. R.y 
McClure, a local contact, can be reached 
at the following e-mail address: 
c3vettes@hotmaiLcom. 

Real estate workshops 
First time home buyers can learn about 
real estate issues by attending free work­
shops scheduled for August and Septem­
ber. The classes are open to the Redstone 
community. Tips for buying and selling a 
home will be offered at 9 a.m. Aug. 28 
and Sept. 25, building 3447. The class 
will be presented by Jim McWhorter,er­
tified real estate broker. Workshops on 
how to apply for a mortgage will be held 
at 9 a,m, Aug. 29 and Sept. 26, building 
3447. Darlene Hornsby, mortgage 
loan officer, will detail the paperwork 
needed to apply for a mortgage. To regis­
ter for classes call Mary Breeden, reloca­
tion assistance program manager at Anny 
Community Service, 876-5397. 
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CRIME STOP 
84-CRIME 



I. AUTOITRUCKS 

1999 ISUZU Amigo, 5 speed, 
sunroof, AM/FM/CD, 17K mi., 
$14,000 OBO. Call 837-8921 

-1999 Grand Cherokee, all pow 
er, 44k miles, White wi grey 
interior $18,000 OBO. 931-2056 

1998 Harley XL 1200 
~portster, excellent cond., 

$8500. 6200 mi., 
256-772-3536 

1998 Chrysler Cirrus LXI 
loaded, 4 door coupe, below 
wholesale, 431< miles, $9,999 

880-9714 

1998 Chevy S10, 2.2L, auto 
air, CD, reg cab, 49k miles 
$8200. Call 457-0312 

, 
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* AUTOITRUCKS 
1994 Mazda 929 V-6 Loaded, 
68,000 miles, one owner, 
$10,500. 880-0199 

1992 Honda Accord EX, Red, 
auto., AC, pwr, moonroof, 
AM/FM cass., 72k mi., very 
good condo See at PX lot, 
$6100. 721-0194 

1988 Cadillac Sedan DeVille, 
white w/blue leather int., 
AM/FM Cass., a/c, good condo 
Lots of hwy mi. Well main­
tained $2,999 obo. 852-1091 

1985 Mercury Grand Marquis. 
New brakes, runs well: Re­
duced $800 OBO. 721-1076 

Aluminum cmper shell, short 
bed, $125. 

882-0783 

1981 Honda CB750 for parts or 
rebuild, pickup reqd. 

$200. Day 313-1925 Scott 

1968 Mustang Coupe, V8 
Black, s89, V8, auto, PS/PB/Air 
$8500. 256-586,4896 

* MISCELLANEOUS 
Chippendale mahogany dining 
room set (includes table, 6 
chairs, buffett and china cabi­

. net) $1500. 828-5166, Iv msg 

Computer Desk, $100. Call 
881-9084 or http:home 

page.mac.com/qtvrbob/deskl 

Craftsman Drill Press 
Conversion for hand drill, $10. 

882-0407 

Curio Cabinet lighted seven 
glass shelves, excellent condi­
tion. $75. 461-0565 

Desk: sgl & dbl ped I filing cab: 
2 & 4 drawer I counter tops I 
shelf units: metal & wood I Kir­
by Vac. Call 881-0543 

Doors (screen) (32" 15 lite 
steel) Storm Windows, Vacuum 
cleaner, Rebarb, Truck bed lin­
er (GMC) HP printer 5L. Call 
after 5pm 650-1592 

Flute, Artley 
Appraised at $750, 

asking $450. 837-5303 

1997 Cougar, red, auto, 

1955 Restored F100 $8500 
load- OBO. 1988 Fiero GT $6500. 

Exc. condo Must Sell. 776-9454 

Formal Dining rm set, 4 chairs, 
2 table ext. $400. Girl's French 

Provincial BR set, $400 
837-8144 

ed, new tires, like new, 53k 
miles, leather, PS, PB, cruise, 
etc .. $10.9k. 256-233-4649 

1997 Chevy Blazer LS, silver, 4 
door, excellent condition, CD, 
automatic, power, air, 58K 
miles: $10,900 OBO. 858-9196 

1996 Mercedes C280, loaded, 
Silver, like new, 85k miles, 
retail $22k, asking $18k. 
.-6894 

1996 Ford Contour, 95K mi., 
exc cond., new tires, $5995. 

Call 786-8226 

1995 Infiniti J30, total lUXUry 
only 62k, lady driven, new 
condition. $12,500. Leave 
message 532-3190 

1995 Saturn SC2, exc. condo oa green, 5 speed, Power, 
air, 97k miles, $5600. 430-0963 
shelbry2000@hotmail.com 

2000 Dodge Neon 
4 door, 5 speed, black, 29,500 
miles, PW, PB, dual airbags, 
$9000 lobo. 837-9081 . 

Clarinet, Signet 100 
Appraised for $900, 
asking $450. 883-6894 *. BOATSIRV 

Horizon GX1250S Marine 
Radio w/a 3ft Shakespeare 

low-Profile VHF antenna, 
$150. 461"6078 after 6PM 

1991 Mazda 626, loaded, sun­
roof, new tires, $2,000. 
Call Sharee 498-6336 leave 
message 

CUDDY CABIN, 22 ft. Excellent NASCAR Tickets, Bristol night 
condition. $10,000 Firm. race, Aug. 25th, 4 tickets 

Call 837-5303 @ $250 ea .... Call 971-1442 

99 Flagstadd 25' Travel Trailer, Navy Blue Love seat, excellent 
oaded with options, $9,450. condition $200. I 
895-8306 895-0237 

1992 Four Winns 23ft open 
bow, 235HP OMC 110, sun pad, 

trailer, VG cond., $10,900. 
721-9742 

17 ft Express Boat 60HP Ya­
maha Drive on trailer, FT Cont 
Troll mtr. $5K. 256-990-7767 

Nordic Rider $200. Excellent 
condition. 256-586-6505 
Arab AL 35016 after 6 

Orlando, Florida: 2 nights at 
Amerisuites Hotel for $100. 
Good until December 24th, 
2001. 955-8794 

89 Hunter Sailboat, 23 ft, good Potters Wheel, Brent B, used; 
condition, trailer & sails Kiln, Paragon snf82, never 
931-468-2866 used. Both $1400. 883-4092 

1997 Sea Ray Jet Boat, 16ft 
175HP V6, Stereo, Bimini top, 

$8200 OBO. Call 508-8798 

Refrigerator, Whirlpool Limited, 
$85. Child's car bed wI no mat­
tress, $15. Twin mattress, $10. 
722-0308 

1978 TransVan, ready to drive, 
sleeps 4, low mi. eng. Trans. 

1995 Ford Escort Wagon, 55k tires. $1750. Info 828-6306 
Simmons Sofa, Pink New never 
used, Reg. $599. Asking $250, 
Wheel barrell.$15 Moving must miles, great condition. $5,000 

obo, 881-5799 

1994 Pontiac Firebird, Red, 
112K mi., runs great, auto, AlC, 
• ks nice, $7200. 430-6179 

1993 Harley Davidson 
Sportster XLH 883, 14.4K mi., 

many extras, mint cond., 
$6500. 882-9053 

1993 Mustang lX Hatchback, 4 
cyl, auto., cold air, moonroof, 
~ paint, perfect inside, good 
. ent car $3500 firm. 
(256) 753-6253. 

* MISCELLANEOUS 
Baby carseat/carrier with 

base $35; Baby carrier $10; 
Diaper genie $5. 852-2145 

Basketball Goal- mobile, 
adjustable & collapsable 
$125. 881-0602 eves. 

8Y:! Black & Decker 
Compound Miter Saw 
$49.95. Call 882-0407 

1/4 Carat Pear shaped 
engagement ring wlband 
14K paid $700. Asking $550. 
Call 859-4328 

Chihuahua's, 1 fe, 1 ma, 6 mo 
old, 7" tall, 8lbs, $175 each. 
Call 316-8074. 

sell Call 859-7190 --

Sleeper sofa $125. Sofa and 
matching love seat $150. Girls 
bike $15. 895-9162 

Sterling Slate Pool Table, exc . 
condo wi all accessories, 
$1850. 881-1810 after 6pm 

WANTED: 
National Geographics. 
Call 461-0057 aft 6PM 

Welder exercise bench wlleg 
lift and pull down bar, exc. 
condo $100 OBO. 256-233-2924 

Yamaha YCl 3Y wood clarinet 
& case. 5 yrs old, used 6mo. 

Value: $1100 Must Sell: 
$430 080.461-0057 aft 6PM 

*. REAL ESTATE 
103 acres: Hills, Woods, Flat­
land, Creek, Pond in Mid TN. 
$150K Negot. Call 461-0122 

5-8 ac. tracts in Meridianville. 
$15K1ac. Call Katrenia, 

Kier RealEstate, LLC 830-5869 

*23 Beautiful acres next to Co­
lonial Golf course, 2 Fishing 
ponds, Perfect for horses or 
dream home site. For sale for 
$12,000/ac in Meridianville. 
*18 acres for $7000 per acre 

near new Toyota Plant. 
Call Katrenia, 

Kier RealEstate, lLC 830-5869 

3BR/2BA Brick Rancher SE 
HSV, mint cond., Irg yard, 

1550 sf, $115,700. 881-4536 

4 BR Tri-level House with in­
ground 18x36 pool, walking 
distances to Mt Gap School. 
882-0783 

GREAT 1 & 2 Bedroom 
APARTMENTS wlFireplace, 
Washer & Dryer included 
CAN BE YOURS TODAY! 

Limited availability 
CANDLEWOOD 536-8344 

4 plex near Research Park, ex­
cellent condition. Fully rented. 

2 br, 2 ba. $138K. Owner 
financing avail. 881-9356. 

• WE BUY & LEASE Houses. 
Any area-Any condition­
Any price- 256-722-9119 

• WE BUY & lEASE Houses. 
Any area-Any condition­
Any price- 256-722-9119 

* SERVICES 
Attn: Retiring Military. For a 
personal military benefits anal­
ysis and confidential SBPNGLI 
Alternative. Call Oliver Dodd, 
Jr. at 800-337-3633. 

Home Improvement: Painting 
Pressure washing, sundecks, 
windows, door replacement, 
facia repairs, sofit repairs, 
837-6193 for FREE estimates. , 
Licensed home day care has 

opening from ages 12mo to 12 
yrs. Conv. to Mem Pkwyl 5651 

RSA. 539-2955 

Ride Dee's Winning Fun Bus to 
Tunica every Sat & Wed; $20; 

It's the best! 536-0205. * EMPLOYMENT 
Start Your Own Business 

Determine your own income 
Call AVON today @ 859-5393. 

We're looking for someone 
who is reliable, out-going, likes 
people, and wants part-time 
work making Espresso bever­
ages, smoothies etc., at the 
Sparkman Center on Redstone 
Arsenal. No weekends, eve­
nings or holidays. Pays well for 
a fun job. Applications avail­
able at Southern Wake-Up Ex­
presso, Bldg 5302, Cafeteria 
entrance. M-F 6:3O-3pm. Call 
658-1593 for more Info. 

Free classifieds 
(limited to 4 lines or 76 characters) are 

provided to all Redstone Arsenal personnel. 
PERSONAL ITEMS ONLY. REAL ESTATE, 
. BUSINESS & "FOR PROFIT" ITEMS 

DO NOT QUALIFY FOR THIS FREE OFFER. 
Only one free ad per week from an individual. 

Redstone Rocket 
P.O. Box 1007 West Station 

Huntsville, AL 35807 

Classifieds 532-4300 
Fax (256) 532-4349 

FOR COMMERCIAL 
AD RATES 

CALL (256) 532-4539 

r-----------------------
Name: ______________________ __ 

Home address: _________ _ 

Redstone affiliation: ______________ _ 

Daytime phone no. ________ _ 
(not to be included in ad) 

Please run the following non-commercial 
classified ad in the next edition of the 

Redstone Rocket. Work numbers may not 
be used as a contact number. 
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